	
	
	



Request for an Ethics Vote

for evaluation by the Ethics Advisor of the University of Münster, Prof Franziska Dübgen. Please send your request via email to: fduebgen@uni-muenster.de 

	1. General information
	
	Should any of the following questions not apply thematically to your project, please use the fields in this column to explain why.

	1.1 Date of request

	
	

	1.2 Project title

	
	

	1.3 Petitioner’s name and address, working unit, faculty, email address, phone number

	
	

	1.4 Is the project being conducted in collaboration with other researchers? If so, please list their names, addresses and email addresses.


	· no
· yes, namely:

	

	1.5 Is the project being conducted in cooperation with other research facilities? If so, please name the respective research facilities, the responsible parties and relevant webpages.
	· no
· yes, namely:
	

	1.6 Are one or more cooperation partners/participants situated in formally non-democratic states?

	· no
· yes, namely:
	

	1.7 Does this ethics review involve evaluating a third-party project? If so, please attach a copy of the application.
	· no
· yes

	

	1.7.1 If not, please provide details regarding the project’s financing.



	
	

	1.8 Why is approval from the Ethics Advisor desired/necessary? 



	
	

	2. Project details
	
	

	2.1 Briefly describe the project, including information on the objective, procedure and duration, if possible.






	
	

	2.2 What methods or type of study do you plan to use? 





	
	

	2.3 Do you know whether any other studies have already been conducted with the same or similar goals / subject matter? If so, please indicate the result(s), if available.

	· no
· yes, result:

	

	2.4 To what extent will the study’s participants be exposed to physical stress?



	e.g. fatigue, strain, invasive processes
	

	2.5 To what extent will the study’s participants be exposed to psychological stress?



	e.g. aversive stimuli, negative experiences

	

	2.6 Will medications, placebos or other substances be administered, and if so, which ones specifically?

	· no
· yes, namely:

	

	2.7 Will participants be possibly exposed to heightened psychological and/or physical stress (e.g. acute reaction)? If so, what measures are planned?
	· no
· yes, measures:

	

	2.8 Do you plan to make video or audio recordings? If so, please attach the corresponding consent form.
	· no
· yes

	

	2.9 Do you plan to gather biometric data? If so, please attach the corresponding consent form.
	· no
· yes
	

	2.10 Is the subject of the planned project listed as a subject or substance in the Weapons of War Control Act (see attached link to § 1 (1) KrWaffKontrG)?
	· no
· yes, namely:
	

	2.11 In your opinion, could materials or results from the planned project be used to produce or develop weapons intended for warfare?

	· no
· yes, namely:
	

	2.12 Do you have any indications or (objective) reasons to believe that the contractor or a project partner intends to use the materials of this project (or its results) to develop weapons for warfare?
	· no
· yes, namely:
	

	2.13 Do you know whether you will be working together with a domestic or foreign military organisation (e.g. military and commanding ministries and agencies)? 
	· no
· yes, namely:

	

	2.14 Do you expect that the investigated parties, institutions or organisations may be impacted or face future consequences?

	· no
· yes, namely:

	

	2.15 Further comments





	
	

	3. About the study’s participants
	
	

	3.1 What personal information will be collected from the study’s participants?
	e.g. age, gender, illnesses
	

	3.2 Will the participants be asked questions of an intimate nature (e.g. upsetting personal experiences, sexuality) or could their responses be perceived as stigmatising (e.g. on illegal or deviant behaviour, like drug consumption)?
	· no
· yes

	

	3.3 Will the participants be deceived regarding the aims or methods of the study? If so, please describe to what extent the use of deception justifies the prospective gain in knowledge.
	· no
· yes, reason (describe post-study debriefing, if applicable):

	

	3.4 How will the participants of the study be recruited? If participants are to be randomly selected from databases, please include a statement from the Data Protection Officer.
	
	

	3.4.1 What are the inclusion criteria for recruitment?



	
	

	3.4.2 What are the exclusion criteria for recruitment?

	
	

	3.5 Will children or persons with limited legal capacity be participating in the project, e.g. minors or those lacking some or all mental capacity? If so, please attach consent forms from the respective legal guardians or representatives.

	· no
· yes

	

	3.5.1 If so, why can’t the study be conducted with adults who are capable of granting consent?
	
	

	3.5.2 Will their legal guardians/representatives be present during the study? If not, please explain why.


	· yes
· no, reason:
	

	3.6 Will especially vulnerable individuals be taking part in the study, e.g. random participants of clinical trials, prisoners, residents of nursing homes, persons with physical disabilities etc.? 
	· no
· yes, namely:
	

	3.7 Will the participants receive compensation for their time? If so, what kind? 
	· no
· yes, namely:
	

	4. Documentation and data protection
	
	The contact details of the data protection officer must be provided to the participants.


	4.1 Does the project involve the processing of special categories of personal data (e.g. sexual lifestyle, ethnicity, genetic, biometric and health data, political opinion, religious or philosophical beliefs)? 

	· no
· yes, namely:
	

	4.1.1 If yes, what is the justification for the processing of special categories of personal data?


	
	

	4.1.2 If yes, why the project objectives cannot be reached by processing anonymised/ pseudonymised data?

	
	

	4.2 Does your project involve the processing of personal data related to criminal convictions or offences? 

	· no
· yes, namely:
	

	4.3 Does your project involve profiling, systematic monitoring of individuals, or processing of large scale of special categories of data or intrusive methods of data processing (such as, surveillance, geolocation tracking etc.)? 
	· no
· yes, namely:
	

	4.4 Does your activity involve further processing of previously collected personal data (including use of pre- existing data sets or sources, merging existing data sets)? 
	· no
· yes, namely:
	

	4.5 What kind of documentation is planned? (please attach sample documentation forms in duplicate)

	
	

	4.6 What data protection measures are planned? In case of pseudonymisation, please describe the steps of the process.
	e.g. anonymisation

	

	4.6.1 Will the participant ID list exist exclusively on paper or be saved on a specially protected storage medium? If not, please provide the reason.
	· yes, namely: e.g. USB stick, mobile hard drive, Cloud
· no, reason:

	

	4.6.2 Will others besides the study’s supervisor have access to the ID list? If so, who?

	· no
· yes, namely:

	

	4.6.3 Will the ID list be erased after the data analysis is complete? 



	· yes
· no, reason:

	

	4.6.4 Will the data be stored for a certain period of time? If so, how long?
	· no
· yes, duration:
	

	4.7 Is it planned to export personal data (data transfer) from the EU to non- EU countries? 

Specify the type of personal data and countries involved 
	· no
· yes, namely:
	

	4.8 Is it planned to import personal data 
(data transfer) from non-EU countries into the EU or from a non- EU country to another non-EU country?

Specify the type of personal data and countries involved 
	· no
· yes, namely:
	

	5. Information disclosure
	
	

	5.1 Are the participants of the study given information that explicitly states that they may withdraw from the study for any reason and without facing negative consequences or disadvantages? 

	· no
· yes
	

	5.2 Are the participants adequately informed about the possibility of incidental findings, the consequences and the steps that would be taken in such cases?
	· yes
· does not apply

	

	6. Research with sentient animals
	
	


	6.1 Does the project involve an experimental or scientific trial with living animals that could have animal protection-relevant implications by putting a strain on the animals? If not, please continue to question (7).
	· no
· yes

	

	6.1.1 Are they vertebrates? 
	· no
· yes
	

	6.1.2 Are they non-human primates (NHP) (e.g. monkeys, chimpanzees, gorillas, etc.)? 
	· no
· yes
	

	6.1.3 Are they genetically modified? 
	· no
· yes
	

	6.1.4 Are they cloned farm animals? 
	· no
· yes
	

	6.1.5 Are they an endangered species? 
	· no
· yes
	

	6.2 To what extent is compliance with the 3R principle ensured (replace, reduce, refine)?

	
	

	6.3 Are there clearly defined termination criteria. If so, what are they?

	· no
· yes, namely:

	

	6.4 Are measures in place to ensure the welfare of the animal(s) at the end of the trial? If so, what are they? If not, please explain.




	· yes, namely:


· not possible, reason:

	

	7. Research with plants
	
	

	Does genetic engineering play a role in the project? If so, to what extent?

	· no
· yes, namely:
	

	8. Environment, health and safety
	
	

	8.1 Does this project involve the use of substances or processes (or technologies) that may cause harm to the environment, to animals or plants (during the implementation of the activity or further to the use of the results, as a possible impact)? 
	· no
· yes, namely:
	

	8.2 Does this activity deal with endangered fauna and/or flora / protected areas? 

	· no
· yes, namely:
	

	8.3 Does this activity involve the use of substances or processes (or technologies) that may cause harm to humans, including those performing the activity (during the implementation of the activity or further to the use of the results, or the deployment of the technology as a possible impact)? 
	· no
· yes, namely:
	

	9. Artificial intelligence
	
	

	9.1 Does this project involve the development, deployment and/or use of Artificial Intelligence-based systems? 
	· no
· yes
	

	9.2 Could the AI based system/technique potentially stigmatise or discriminate against people (e.g. based on sex, race, ethnic or social origin, age, genetic features, disability, sexual orientation, language, religion or belief, membership to a political group, or membership to a national minority)? 
	· no
· yes, namely:
	

	9.3 Does the AI system/technique interact, replace or influence human decision-making processes (e.g. issues affecting human life, health, well-being or human rights, or economic, social or political decisions)? 
	· no
· yes, namely:
	

	9.4 Does the AI system/technique have the potential to lead to negative social (e.g. on democracy, media, labour market, freedoms, educational choices, mass surveillance) and/or environmental impacts either through intended applications or plausible alternative uses? 
	· no
· yes, namely:
	

	9.5 Does this activity involve the use of AI in a weapon system? 

If yes…
	· no
· yes
	

	9.5.1 Is it possible to establish which specific function/functions are automated/autonomous in the weapon system? 
	· no
· yes
	

	9.5.2 If the weapon system has AI-enabled functions, could these functions render the weapon system indiscriminate? 

	· no
· yes
	

	9.5.3 Does the design include the possibility of an autonomous mode for self- protection? 
	· no
· yes
	

	9.5.3.1 If yes, can the system reliably distinguish between targets (threats) and non-targets? 
	· no
· yes
	

	9.6 Does the AI to be developed/used in the project raise any other ethical issues not covered by the questions above (e.g., subliminal, covert or deceptive AI, AI that is used to stimulate addictive behaviours, life- like humanoid robots, etc.)? 
	· no
· yes, namely:
	

	10. Attachments

	· Research project application
· Consent form for audio and video recordings
· Consent form for collecting biometric data
· Consent form for the legal guardian/representative
· For randomly selected participants from a database: statement from the Data Protection Officer
· Documentation form
· Other documents
	




Assessment of the Ethics Advisor of the University of Münster:
	Ethically unproblematic, no changes necessary, positive vote can be approved.
	

	Ethically unproblematic for the most part. Some changes are recommended. Please resubmit for evaluation before taking a vote.
	

	Rejected on account of being ethically questionable. 
	

	Further concerns and instructions: 




	



	1
	
	



