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WWU Münster: short profile
 > Germany’s fifth-largest university
 > 250 courses of study, 15 departments, 7 faculties 
 > 36,000 students 
 > 5,000 staff, with 
  565 professors 
  2,700 research assistants 
  1,700 further staff 
 > 213 university buildings, integrated into the city 
  of Münster 
 > Budget in 2009: €511,5 million, incl. €150 million 
  for the Faculty of Medicine 

 High quality of life: Münster
 > Population 270,000
 > City of Westphalian Peace, 1648
 > Most liveable city in the world (LivCom-Award)
 > Most bicycle-friendly city in Germany 
  (survey by German Bicycle Club)
 > 5 million tourists per year
 > 2.1 bicycles per inhabitant
 > Services and administrative center with a total 
  of 8 universities/colleges
 > Leading position in nano- and biotechnology
 > Third place nationwide in the development of 
  economic power between 2006 and 2015 
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Excellent prospects 
Münster offers a unique symbiosis between dedicated 
research work and a high quality of life. And this makes 
Münster attractive. With its wide range of research 
areas and excellent working conditions, as well as its 
intensive support for junior academics, WWU Münster 
has a strong appeal to researchers, academics and 
cooperation partners. 

Ideas without borders
A total of eight Collaborative Research Centers (CRC) 
and the cooperation with two transregional CRC are 
being funded at WWU by the German Research Foundation.
One of these is the ground-breaking nanoscience project 
“Multilevel Molecular Assemblies – Structure, Dynamics
and Functions”. In the world’s first intercontinental trans-
regional Collaborative Research Center, researchers in 
physics, chemistry, biology and economics in Beijing and
Münster are joining together to form an interdisciplinary 
research network which is unique in its field. 

Living interdisciplinarity
Research in Münster is characterized by continuous ex-
change across all borders. There are countless oppor-
tunities for researchers to look at an object of research 
together – and, from the sum of all the different views, to 
see it from a unique new angle. The “Religion and Politics”
excellence cluster shows how this interdisciplinary 

approach to research at WWU works in practice. It is one 
of the biggest clusters in the field of the humanities 
in Germany which aims to solve current conflicts, in 
particular those motivated by religion.    

In order to make it easier for junior academics to join 
projects of this kind, the WWU offers a total of six 
Research Training Groups, funded by the German 
Research Foundation, where outstanding students 
are invidually and systematically guided towards a PhD.
This is bearing fruit. With around 700 PhDs awarded an-
nually, WWU is one of the five most important institutions 
in Germany for the development of junior academics. 

> Research at WWU Münster
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Excellent figures
At WWU research and teaching are promoted, and lived, as 
one unit. The excellence rankings drawn up by the Center 
for Higher Education Development (CHE) rewarded these 
principles in its recommendation of WWU as a “first-rate 
address for junior researchers”. WWU’s high level of commit-
ment to research is also reflected in third-party funding and 
academic awards. In the German Research Foundation’s 
2009 rankings for funding, WWU takes third position in 
humanities and social sciences and no less than first place 
in the theologies research field. The long list of prize-winning 
researchers working at WWU includes nine recipients of the 
renowned Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz Prize, of whom five work
at the Institute of Mathematics alone. 

research //

High-profile partners
WWU offers outside partners many contacts for productive 
and successful cooperation at the interface between the
academic world, business and public life. These attractive 
conditions have led to close relations between the WWU’s 
Faculty of Medicine and the Max Planck Institute for 
Molecular Biomedicine. In addition, WWU maintains 
numerous areas of cooperation in the field of research 
going back many years – both with small or medium-sized
companies and with companies which are world leaders. 
Evonik, Chemetall, BASF, VW, Li-Tec, Bosch and RWE, for 
example, cooperate with the newly established battery 
research centre MEET (Münster Electrochemical Energy 
Technology). Here, together with his team, Prof. Martin 
Winter, an expert on lithiumion technology, is developing 
batteries for energy-saving cars of the future. 
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// studying and teaching

First-rate all round
Over 36,000 students make WWU the fifth-largest 
university in Germany. The teaching offered by a total 
of 15 faculties comprises 250 courses of study in 110 
subjects covering practically all areas of the humani-
ties, social sciences, medicine and natural sciences. 
In addition to the diversity of courses on offer, their 
interlinked structure and the training of skills considered 
today to be key qualifications are characteristic of the 
all-embracing understanding of education at WWU. 
These include flexibility, social competence, a sense 

of responsibility and being able to see things in a 
holistic context.

The Center for Higher Education Development (CHE) has 
confirmed the excellent quality of studies at WWU. In 
its university rankings Münster was awarded top grades 
for communication sciences and business information 
systems in all categories assessed. Other subjects, too, 
such as business administration, sports science and law 
got very good results. No other large university in Germany 
offering such a broad range of subjects is represented 
with such a strong leading group in the CHE rankings. 

The study situation at WWU in the current CHE 
university rankings (2008–2010)

> Studying and teaching at WWU Münster 
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People already in work can continue their education by 
doing a Master’s course or a Certified Course parallel 
to their jobs. In addition, the University of Münster 
has the greatest number of courses on offer for older 
people to study.

Right in the middle of things
The University’s own careers service assists students 
in designing their courses with an eye to their future 
working lives, in developing their own competencies 
profile and in contacting potential employers in the 
annual “careers talk”. But the most popular “service” 
that WWU offers has neither an office, nor a website
nor any staff. It is the close connection between the 
University and the city. WWU is not a campus university. 
Nevertheless, everywhere in Münster there is the feeling 
of being in the middle of a campus. Recreation and 
inspiration are always very close together here.

Offering more education
At WWU teaching enjoys a high status. Since 2004 the 
University has been systematically adapting the structure 
of its studies to the internationally recognized Bachelor’s 
and Master’s degrees. In addition to providing key qua-
lifications, the teaching in WWU’s Bachelor’s programs 
imparts skills not only in the subjects taught but also 
for later professional life. The aim of the programs is to 
equip graduates with fundamental competences for their 
professional lives and thus open up realistic chances for 
them in the job market. The Master’s courses are aligned 
to the focus of research at WWU. On the one hand they 
reflect the interdisciplinary structures at the University, 
and on the other they sharpen their profile through being 
clearly geared to excellent academic performance. 
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WWU Münster
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New horizons, new opportunities
The study courses held at WWU entirely in English 
have an equally international orientation. Many other 
international and interdisciplinary courses promote 
cross-border exchanges at an academic level. The 
Master’s course in “Management and Consultancy for 
European Education” was developed in cooperation 
with the University of Zagreb in Croatia. Or there is the 
example of the first interdisciplinary Master’s course in 
“Dutch-German Studies”, offered jointly with the Uni-
versity of Nijmegen in the Netherlands, which combines 
teaching by the departments of economics and law, 
history and politics, intercultural studies and business 
communication. 

> Internationality

internationality //

At home all over the world
Around 500 visiting academics and over 3,000 foreign 
students from all over the world carry out research, teach
and study at WWU. A large number of university institutes
and programs help them to settle into Münster. 

The WWU’s International Office provides assistance for 
foreign guests and students on everything connected 
with their stay in Münster. Help is provided, for example,
in questions relating to visas or the law, on financing or 
on finding accommodation. One other special service 
provided for visiting academics and their families is 
the WWU Hospitality Program, supported by a group of 
dedicated women. This includes guided tours of the 
city, cycling tours and childminding facilities, as well as
evenings together in a private setting. In addition, the 
international meeting center The Bridge with its popular 
Café Couleur offers countless opportunities for making 
contacts. 

For German students and lecturers who want to go 
abroad the European Union’s ERASMUS Program 
(EuRopean Action Scheme for the Mobility of University 
Students) offers an exchange program between univer-
sities within the EU and other European countries. 



Networked knowledge
The University is linked to universities and academic 
institutes all over the world through more than 400 
official partnership and cooperation agreements. For 
example, there exists a close exchange with the Chinese 
Institute of Economics and Politics in Beijing in the field 
of information and communication technology. Also, 
WWU is a founder member of the IRUN network (Inter-
national Research Universities Network), an amalgamation 
of eight big European universities whose aim is not 
only to promote quality in research and teaching and 
the exchange of researchers, teachers and students, 
but also to assure academic progress.

internationality //

Contacts benefiting everybody
Every year WWU is involved in a significant way in many
international congresses and conferences. One example is
the UN simulation event “Münster University International
Model United Nations” (MUIMUN). Around 200 students
from all over the world come to Münster once a year to
take part in this event, discuss current international 
problems and work out solutions together. The “CONNECTA
International Münster”contact trade fair – unique in 
Germany – is aimed specifically at international under-
graduates, PhD students and academics, to support 
them in moving successfully into their professional lives. 
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“Knowledge and Life” 
When academics and students are asked what makes 
learning, living and working in Münster so attractive, 
the answer is usually simple: Münster itself. There are 
many good reasons for this: for example, the city’s 
often cited bicycle-friendliness, the large number of 
cafés and pubs, the theaters, cinemas and museums, 
the many green spaces and the attractive Old City. And 
there is a reason why all these amenities can be used 
and enjoyed by everyone in everyday life: WWU.

WWU and Münster are not conceivable without each 
other. The University’s motto of “Knowledge and Life” 
transfers into something that can be realized every day: 
in Münster, knowledge is lived out and, at the same time, 
Münster has savoir vivre. Numerous places in Münster 
bring academic life and the outside world together. 
This includes the Botanical Garden – an institute 
belonging to the University and providing a basis for 
research and teaching, but at the same time an oasis of
peace and recreation which is open to all residents 
and guests in Münster.  Another example are WWU’s 
museums, which enjoy an outstanding reputation 
far beyond the borders of the University. 

Joining in is what counts
One characteristic example of the countless opportunities
for leisure activities is the wide range of university sport 
offered by WWU, covering more than 100 types of sport. For 
years this range of sports has occupied the leading position 
among the big German universities in the rankings drawn 
up by the Center for Higher Education Development (CHE).

The fine arts at home at WWU display an equally impressive 
variety. Anyone in Münster who is not only interested 
but also wants to get up and do something active in 
these disciplines will find plenty of opportunity to do so.
A cappella choirs, instrumental ensembles, Münster 
Debating Society or theater workshops all extend a 

> Life at WWU Münster 
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the answer  is quite simple: both. The award given by 
the Hertie Foundation for a “family-friendly university” 
is in appreciation of WWU’s particularly family-friendly 
personnel policy and the way it organizes its studies. 
Many families benefit from childminding arrangements 
and flexible working times.

Discovering new things
Budding academics can also make early contact with the 
University. Since 2003 “Münster Childen’s Uni” has been 
inviting eight-to twelve-year-olds to come to the Uni-
versity and put their questions to WWU academics from 
all departments of the University. Around 750 enthusiastic 
schoolchildren from Münster and surroundings come to 
the ten such events staged during the year.

warm welcome to WWU students and staff and anyone 
from outside the University. 

Achieving more together
So there are opportunities galore – and for engagement 
in the community, too. The wide range of voluntary work
done by University groups includes the student intitiative
“weitblick” (“vision”), which is involved in foreign aid work
worldwide, the “Nightline Münster” telephone service 
which offers psychological help and advice to students, 
as well as numerous media services such as the popular
“Radio Q”. 

A different kind of decision is made very easy for students 
and staff at WWU: Studies, job – or family? At Münster



WWU map

1  Schloss (J8/9), Rector’s Office, University Administration, Lecture Rooms, 
Office of Students‘ Affairs, Schlossplatz 2

2  Botanical Institute and Garden (I8/9), Schlossgarten 3
3  Central Course Guidance (K8), Schlossplatz 5
4  Biology (K8), Hindenburgplatz 55
5 Students‘ Representatives/AStA (K9), Schlossplatz 1
6  Central Lecture Room Building (L9), Hindenburgplatz 10–12
7  Die Brücke (L9/10), International Meeting Point, Wilmergasse 2
8  Juridicum (M10), Law, Economics, Universitätsstraße 14–16
9  University and Regional Library/ULB (M9), Krummer Timpen 3–5
10 Roman Catholic Theology (M/N9), Johannisstraße 8–10
11  Humanities (N9), Domplatz 23
12  Fürstenberghaus (N10), Humanities, Lecture Rooms, Domplatz 20–22
13  Audimax (N10), Philologies, Lecture Rooms, Johannisstraße 12–20
14  Protestant Theology (L10), Universitätsstraße 13–17
15  Georgskommende (M11), Education Studies, Philologies, Communication
  Studies, Language Center, Bispinghof 2–14, Georgskommende 25–33
16  Music Academy (O13), Ludgeriplatz 1
17  Refectory I (L13), Students Service Association, Administration of Residential 

Halls, Bismarckallee 3/11
18  Social Studies (H/I16), Lecture Rooms, Auditorium Aasee, 
   Scharnhorststraße 100–121
19  Hüfferstift (H/I10), Roman Catholic Studies, Refectory Hüfferstift,
  Hüfferstraße 27 
20  Geosciences (H10/11), Robert-Koch-Straße 26/28
21  Guest Houses (G11), Alexander-von-Humboldt-Haus, Europa-Gästehaus, 
   Hüfferstraße 61 + 71
22  University Clinic (D/E10), Albert-Schweitzer-Straße 33
23  Psychology (D9), Fliednerstraße 21
24  Administration Building/ZIV (C6/D7), University Administration, 
  Data Processing Center (ZIV), Röntgenstraße 9–19
25  Refectory II (F7/8), Domagkstraße 61
26  Mathematics, Computer Sciences, Data Processing Center (ZIV) (G7),
  Einsteinstraße 60–64
27  Center of Natural Sciences (E6–F7), Corrensstraße, Wilhelm-Klemm-Straße
28  University Sports Center/HSP, Sport Studies (F3/5), Horstmarer Landweg 62
29  Leonardo Campus (F2–G3), Information Systems, Primary School Teaching, 

Sport Studies, University Archive, International Office, Career Service, 
  Refectory da Vinci, Leonardo-Campus 1–21
30  vom Stein Haus (L8/9), German Philology, Biology, Hindenburgplatz 34
31 Examination Office I and II, Orléans-Ring 10
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> Facts and Figures 05
International and cosmopolitan
> Over 400 partnership agree-
 ments with universities and  
 academic institutes all over  
 the world  
> 500 visiting academics 
> 3,000 foreign students in   
 Münster
> 1,900 WWU students abroad
> Leading position in the German
  Academic Exchange Service’s  
 ERASMUS Programme

Studying and teaching – lively 
and successful
> 110 subjects, 250 courses
> 15 departments, 7 faculties
> 36,000 students
> 6,000 graduates per year 
> Second place nationwide in  
 number of final examinations
> Success rate above the aver- 
 age and short study times
> Top marks in the Center for
 Higher Eduction Develop-
 ment’s university rankings 
 for the quality of studies in
  the following subjects: busi-
 ness information systems,
  medicine, business adminis-
 tration, communication   
 science, economics, 

biology, law, psychology, history,
political and social sciences

Research with excellent 
prospects
> “Religion and Politics” 
 excellence cluster 
> 8 Collaborative Research   
 Centers
> 9 winners of the Gottfried   
 Wilhelm Leibniz Prize
> 4 Research Groups and 3 Focus
  Programs funded by the   
 German Research Foundation
> 2 national, 4 international   
 Research Training Groups   
 funded by the German   
 Research Foundation
> 17 academic centers, 
 14 affiliated institutes
> Third-party receipts in   
 2009 (incl. medicine): 
 €122 million
> Cooperation with the Max   
 Planck Institute for Molecular  
 Biomedicine






