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� High ad v an c em en t  rat e t o  u n iv e r s it y (r o u ghl y  5 4  % )

� A l t o ge t he r 7 7 3  hig her ed u c at io n  in st it u t io n s (8 6  n a t io n a l  
u n iv e r s it y  c o r p o r a t io n s ,  9 2  l o c a l  (p r e f e c t u r a l / c it y )  u n iv e r s it ie s  
a n d  5 9 5  p r iv a t e  u n iv e r s it ie s  a n d )  in  2 0 0 9

� 7 7  %  a r e p riv at e H E I ,  b u t M a s t e r  a n d  d o c t o r a l  d e gr e e s  a r e  
p r e d o m in a n t l y  o f f e r e d  b y  p u b lic  in st it u t io n s

� S t rat if ied  sy st em :  n a t io n a l  r a n k in g w it h f e w  „t o p  
u n iv e r s it ie s “ (n a t io n a l  u n iv e r s it y  c o r p o r a t io n s  a n d p r iv a t e  

u n iv e r s it ie s )

Higher Education System

The Japanese Higher Education System

S o u r c e :  M E X T
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Higher Education I nstitutions in J ap an
according to Student N umb ers 
2 .8 4 5  m io s t u d e n t s  in  t o t a l  (2 0 0 9 )

S o u r c e :  M E X T

The Japanese Higher Education System
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� E x p e n d it u r e  o n  hig her ed u c at io n 1 . 5  %  o f  G D P in  2 0 0 9  
(G e r m a n y ,  2 0 0 8 :  1 .2  % ) ,  high c o n t r ib u t io n s  f r o m  p riv at e 
so u rc es,  e . g.t hr o u gh t u it io n  f e e s

� E x p e n d it u r e  o n  researc h an d  d ev elo p m en t 3 . 3 3  %  o f  G D P
in  2 0 0 9  (G e r m a n y ,  2 0 0 9 :  2 .7 8  % )

� R ef o rm  p ro c ess („in c o r p o r a t io n “ o f  n a t io n a l  u n iv e r s it ie s ,  
s t a r t in g in  2 0 0 4 )  l e a d s  t o  in c reased  au t o n o m y f o r  n a t io n a l  
u n iv e r s it y  c o r p o r a t io n s ,  b u t  a l s o  t o  d ec reasin g  st at e 
f u n d in g .

Source: OECD, Education at a Glance 2011 and Main Science and Tech nolog y  I ndicators  2011/ 1

F unding f or Higher Education and R esearch

The Japanese Higher Education System
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T he I nternational isation of  J ap anese U niv ersities

� J a p a n  a im s  a t  b e c o m in g a  „g lo b al p lay er“ in  t r a n s n a t io n a l  
e d u c a t io n ,  r e c r u it in g a  gr o w in g n u m b e r  o f  in t e r n a t io n a l  s t u d e n t s .

� T he  n u m b e r  o f  in t ern at io n al st u d en t s ha s  c o n t in u o u s l y  r is e n  
(1 4 2 , 0 0 0  in  2 0 1 0 ) . M o s t  in t e r n a t io n a l  s t u d e n t s  (9 3 % )  c o m e  f r o m  

t he  n e ighb o u r in g c o u n t r ie s  in  A s ia  (e s p e c . C hin a ,  S o u t h K o r e a ,  
T a iw a n ) . 

� I m b alan c e in  m o b ilit y :  A t  t he  s a m e  t im e ,  t he  n u m b e r  o f  m o b ile 
J ap an ese st u d en t s ha s  b e e n  d r a s t ic a l l y  d e c l in in g (6 7 , 0 0 0  in  
2 0 0 8 ) . T he  m o s t  p o p u l a r  d e s t in a t io n s  a r e  t he  U S ,  C hin a  a n d  t he  U K . 

The Japanese Higher Education System
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P ol itical  Sup p ort f or I nternational isation is High

� D ec lared  G o al o f  t he  M in is t r y  o f  E d u c a t io n ,  C u l t u r e ,  S p o r t s ,  
S c ie n c e  a n d  T e c hn o l o gy  (M E X T  2 0 0 8 ) :  3 0 0 , 0 0 0  in t e r n a t io n a l  
s t u d e n t s  in  J a p a n  a n d  3 0 0 , 0 0 0  m o b il e  J a p a n e s e  s t u d e n t s  b y  2 0 2 0

�„G lo b al 3 0 “ P ro jec t  (2 0 0 9 ) :  E s t a b l is hm e n t  o f  c o r e  u n iv e r s it ie s  f o r  
in t e r n a t io n a l is a t io n  � 1 3  u n iv e r s it ie s  a s  k e y  p l a y e r s  f o r  b o o s t in g 
in t e r n a t io n a l  s t u d e n t  r e c r u it m e n t  a n d  o u t go in g m o b il it y

� O v erseas O f f ic e f o r S hared  U t iliz at io n  � W a s e d a  U  f o r  
G e r m a n y ;  m a n y  J a p a n e s e  u n iv e r s it ie s  e s t a b l is h o f f ic es ab ro ad ,  
a l s o  in  G e r m a n y :  W a s e d a  U ,  T s u k u b a  U ,  N a go y a  U ,  T o k y o  I n s t it u t e  
o f  T e c hn o l o gy ,  D o s his ha  U ,  e t c . 

� I n t e r n a t io n a l  c o o p e r a t io n  in  researc h is  a l s o  b e in g s u p p o r t e d ,  e . g.  
G l o b a l  C O E  – C e n t e r s  o f  E x c e l l e n c e  P r o gr a m m e

The Japanese Higher Education System
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How ev er. . .

� P o lit ic al f o c u s is  s t r o n gl y  o n  A s ia  a n d  t he  U S . I s  E u r o p e  n o t  a  
p r io r it y  p a r t n e r ?  

� N ew  g o v ern m en t is  l ik e l y  t o  c o n t in u e  it s  s u p p o r t  f o r  t he  e x is t in g 
in t e r n a t io n a l is a t io n  p o l ic y ?  

� S t u d en t s ref rain f r o m  s t u d y  a b r o a d  d u e  t o  v o l a t il e  s it u a t io n  o f  t he  
l a b o u r  m a r k e t . 

� E m p lo y ers s o  f a r  d o  n o t  r e w a r d  in t e r n a t io n a l  e x p e r ie n c e  o f  
u n iv e r s it y  gr a d u a t e s .

� W ha t  a r e  t he  in c en t iv es f o r  u n iv e r s it ie s ,  in d iv id u a l  r e s e a r c he r s a n d  
s t u d e n t s ?  

� I m p a c t  o f  G reat  E ast  J ap an  E art hq u ake r e m a in s  t o  b e  s e e n . �
C o m m u n ic at io n is  e s s e n t ia l . 

The Japanese Higher Education System
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