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What do the host and incoming international researcher (doctoral students /postdocs/scholarship 

holders/professors et al.) have to consider, if they plan a stay at the University of Münster? 

From 18 July 2020, international researchers from abroad are generally welcome again to arrive at 

WWU https://www.uni-muenster.de/de/en/coronavirus-information.html. This said, the host and 

visitor should always check thoroughly whether a stay is currently appropriate and necessary. The 

worldwide situation regarding the Covid-19 pandemic is extremely dynamic: short-term lockdowns, 

airline cancellations, as well as regulations on various national and international levels lead to 

continuous changes. Some researchers have already been blocked at the airport. The sum of valid 

directives concerning the departure, arrival and stay of incoming academics sets the framework for 

the provisions issued by the WWU. In this context, the host is responsible for international researchers 

in his/her workgroup. Support from the central administration is provided within the scope of 

possibilities, but cannot include “Corona services” such as personal assistance during quarantine, etc. 

Which entry regulations are valid for international researchers? 

The EU entry regulations, as applied by the German government, differentiate between:  

 

1. Arrival from countries with unrestricted entry (currently the following for Germany): 

https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/de/service/visa-und-aufenthalt/_Aktuell; please check for 

new updates regularly 

2. Arrival from countries with restricted entry: all others 

The Federal law regulates the entry to Germany. Check the following link for specific information, 

especially on “Restrictions on intra- and extra-European air and sea traffic” but also on “Quarantine”: 

https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/faqs/EN/topics/civil-protection/coronavirus/coronavirus-

faqs.html#doc13797140bodyText3 . Some federal regulations refer to the responsibility of the federal 

states. For example, quarantine here in North Rhine Westphalia is regulated by the state´s own Corona 

Entry Regulation:  https://www.mags.nrw/  and the city of Münster has its own directives to apply 

these:  

https://www.muenster.de/corona_infektionsschutz.html . 

What do international researchers have to consider before their arrival? 

First, it is necessary to check whether the entry from the country of origin is currently possible or not 

from a juridical point of view. For researchers from non-EU countries, in many cases a visa is required 

(more information: https://www.uni-

muenster.de/forschung/en/wissenschaftler/formales/Visum.html). However, some of the German 

embassies and consulates are still closed and many work on a reduced schedule. In addition, in the 

case of restricted entry, the traveller must provide a proof that there is an “important” reason for their 

trip, e.g. in the case of contracted employment specified as “the work cannot be postponed or carried 

out abroad”. For this check the followings links:  

 www.bundespolizei.de/Web/DE/04Aktuelles/01Meldungen/2020/03/200317_faq.html and 

https://www.bmi.bund.de/SharedDocs/faqs/DE/themen/bevoelkerungsschutz/coronavirus/reisebes

chraenkungen-grenzkontrollen/wann-ist-die-zwingende-notwendig-der-Einreise-gegeben.html . 
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For the visa application, a signed hosting agreement and/or employment contract are necessary. The 

urgency form, which was required until 11 September 2020 at present is not obligatory anymore. In 

order to clarify all aspects beforehand, the researcher should himself/herself request information from 

the responsible German embassy or consulate in his/her home country, to find out whether a visa 

application can be submitted and which procedure to follow to start the journey. 

Which obligations do international researchers have after arrival? 

People from countries, which the Robert Koch Institute endorsed by the Federal Government classifies 

as risk areas  

https://www.rki.de/DE/Content/InfAZ/N/Neuartiges_Coronavirus/Risikogebiete_neu.html (English 

information on bottom, updated daily) on the date of their departure, must retreat to domestic 

quarantine in Münster immediately after arrival for 14 days. This obligation can be lifted, if a negative 

Covid-19 test has been accepted by the Public Health Office of the City of Münster or can be reduced 

for residents of the WWU guesthouses after a second negative test (see paragraphs below). 

Therefore, please consider the regulations regarding  testing-duties for people arriving from risk areas 

(https://www.bundesgesundheitsministerium.de/coronavirus-infos-reisende/faq-tests-entering-

germany.html#c18637) and the law to protect new infections (https://www.mags.nrw/coronavirus-

rechtlicheregelungen-nrw) .  Covid-19 tests can be carried out at several airports in Germany. 

Moreover, tests from various countries are accepted, if they have been taken within 48 hours before 

arrival. However, only tests on arrival in Germany or from a list of countries published by the RKI are 

valid: https://www.rki.de/DE/Content/InfAZ/N/Neuartiges_Coronavirus/Tests.html . 

Moreover, all incoming researchers from risk areas must notify the local health authority within 24 

hours after arrival: https://www.stadt-muenster.de/gesundheit/startseite.html. The officials in charge 

are Mrs Prößdorf (Tel. 492 5332) and Mr Schulz (Tel. 492 5304). A registration via email to 

reiserückkehrer@stadt-muenster.de is possible as well in English, indicating the following items: 

· last name, first name, date of birth 
· current address (WWU guest accommodation) 
· date of arrival and previous place of residence 
· planned duration of your visit 
· address in Münster 
· mobile or landline number (apartment phone or hosting institute) 
· profession and employer 
· test result from airport (if available already)  

Which special regulations apply to those staying in a WWU guesthouse? 

People from countries, which the Robert Koch Institute endorsed by the Federal Government classifies 

as risk areas on the date of their departure, who plan to stay at a WWU guest house have to follow 

particular regulations, which are published on the page “accommodation” of the Welcome Centre 

website. 
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Which responsibilities does the WWU host have? 

No matter where the international researcher lives in Münster, in the WWU guesthouses or a private 

apartment: the host institution must assist him/her to comply with the quarantine obligations by 

providing the necessary support (shopping, laundry, etc.). In the guesthouses of the WWU, special 

rules apply for persons from risk areas, as follows: https://www.uni-

muenster.de/leben/en/gaestehaeuser/index.html (check for frequent updates).  

How is access to WWU buildings regulated? 

International researchers are not permitted to enter the buildings of the WWU during quarantine, 

apart from the guesthouses in case they live there. Generally, everyone is obliged to wear a mouth 

nose protection in the buildings of the University, if a distance of 1,5 meters from the next person is 

not possible. This is valid also in the public areas of the guesthouses.   

What about the Corona Warning-App of the German government? 

Concluding, any incoming researcher is strongly recommended to install the Corona Warning-App of 

the German government on his/her smartphones. It is also available in English 

https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-de/themen/corona-warn-app/corona-warn-app-englisch and 

other languages.  

Who provides information to international researchers apart from the departments? 

 PhD Students = Graduate Centre, internationals.gc@uni-muenster.de  

 Postdocs, Scholarship Holders, Professors, Employees in administration =  Welcome 

Centre of the International Office, Audrey Busch audrey.busch@uni-muenster.de and 

Maria Homeyer maria.homeyer@uni-muenster.de 

 Employment contracts = Personnel department, Stefan Schurmann 

stefan.schurmann@uni-muenster.de  

 Issues related to researchers from Brazil = Anja Grecko or Katy dos Santos 

brazil.centre@uni-muenster.de 
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