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The Bär-Ballmann framework is a comprehensive framework to consider 
elliptic boundary value problems (and also their index theory) for
first-order elliptic operators on manifolds with compact and smooth
boundary. A fundamental assumption in their work is that the induced
operator on the boundary is symmetric. Many operators satisfy this
requirement including the Hodge-Dirac operator as well as the Atiyah-
Singer Dirac operator. Recently, there has been a desire to study more
general operators with the quintessential example being the Rarita-
Schwinger Dirac operator, which is an operator that fails to satisfy
this hypothesis.


