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In the 17th century, the Viceroy of Tonkin sought Jesuit-mediated diplomatic ties with the Holy See. 
Materializing only in 1925, Pope Pius XI appointed an Apostolic Delegation for Indochina, later 
relocated to Saigon. Although inactive since 1975, the Holy See maintained occasional missions. 
Prime Minister Nguyễn Tấn Dũng's 2007 meeting with Pope Benedict XVI initiated talks on 
diplomatic ties, furthered by the Vietnam-Holy See Joint Working Group. Despite challenges like 
Church property disputes, relations improved, leading to the announcement of a permanent 
representative in Vietnam in 2018. On July 24, 2023, Vietnam established diplomatic relations with 
the Vatican, a historic development marking it as the only communist state in Asia to do so.

Anh Q. Tran, SJ is Associate Professor of Historical and Systematic Theology 
at the Jesuit School of Theology of Santa Clara University.  A specialist in 
Vietnamese religions, his major work is Gods, Heroes and Ancestors (Oxford, 
2017). He has taught and published in the area of interreligious dialogue, 
Asian theology and world Christianity.  He is currently working on an edited 
volume of the History of Christianity in Vietnam to be published by Brill.
Visiting Fellow am Institut für Missionswissenschaft und außereuropäische
Theologien

Papst Franziskus trifft Vietnams Präsidenten 
Vo Van Thuong am 27. Juli 2023. 
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Kontakt:
imw@uni-muenster.de

Teilnahme auch per Zoom
(keine Anmeldung erforderlich)

https://wwu.zoom-
x.de/j/62000788731?pwd=SGFGZEJuTHo2aFl
5aTlZVXFsMGszQT09
Meeting-ID: 620 0078 8731; Code: 675759
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