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> Foreword
Academics working in the humanities and social sciences 
often find it difficult to present the results of their work: 
Our ideas and concepts are complex and fluid; and they 
are never a final statement beyond discussion. To the 
contrary – they are meant to be rethought and refined 
by other researchers. One of the classical and particularly 
appropriate formats to present our research is the book. 
Of course, writing monographs is not all we do: most of 
what we write will be published in the form of research 
articles in journals or in edited books; in addition, some 
of us write essays; others have produced films; again others 
organised and contributed to exhibitions. Writing books, 
nevertheless, is the central and most important aspect 
of our work. For this reason we promised in our propo-
sal to write books and we are happy to present the result 
of many years of research in the form of a collection of 
111 books published since 2009. Books are the format in 
which complex ideas can be developed in sufficient detail. 
Books, typically, are the result of many years of work – 
either of a single researcher in her chamber or of many 
researchers collaborating in a larger project. 

Many beautiful books in this collection have originally 
been written as doctoral dissertations. Writing such a 
book is a highly adventurous endeavour: The young 
researcher often feels left alone with her questions (even 
if she is not), and the best young researchers have sizea-
ble doubts as to the validity and originality of their ideas. 
Other books are Habilitationen – books embarked upon 
with the aim of earning a professorial position in the  
German academic system: Many of the most important 
books in Germany have been written as Habilitationen 
– they are the research of academics in their best age, 
ideally, as in our cluster, working in a protected space and 
with plenty of time. Again other monographs have been 
written by senior academics. It has often been deplored 
that is has become exceptionally difficult for scholars in 
the modern university to find the time necessary for such 

projects. We are very grateful for the generous research 
conditions in a Cluster of excellence which make it much 
easier to write those books.

All of the books collected on this list have been written or 
edited by scholars working in our cluster. They are thus all 
results of interdisciplinary collaboration and discussion. 
Some, though of course not all of these books follow an 
interdisciplinary approach; others are interdisciplinarily 
reflected contributions to the discourse of a specific discip-
line. The boundaries between disciplines, however, are not 
fixed; they need to be constantly rethought and renegotia-
ted. We have therefore ordered the books according to his-
torical periods (antiquity, middle and early modern ages, 
modernity) with the additional cross-epochal category.

This list is not meant to select the best books written in 
our cluster – we would find it difficult, or even absurd, 
to make such choices. It is a representative list aimed at 
presenting an appropriately complex picture of the many 
different aspects of our work. Our choices, of course, are 
highly subjective – it is not even sure that we were fully 
aware of all books written. In any event: It was great fun 
to look through the many fascinating books, and we hope 
that it will be as enjoyable to scroll through our list.

Prof. Dr. Nils Jansen, Prof. Dr. Gerd Althoff,   
PD Dr. Astrid Reuter 
Principal Investigators of the Cluster of Excellence  
"Religion and Politics" of  Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität 
Münster (WWU)
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 Achenbach, Reinhard, Ruth Ebach, and Jakob Wöhrle 
(eds.), Wege der Freiheit. Beiträge zu einem Symposion 
zur Entstehung und Theologie des Exodusbuches aus 
Anlass des 70. Geburtstags von Rainer Albertz, Zürich: 
Theologischer Verlag Zürich 2014.

In modern research on the 
Old Testament, both the 
origins and the theology of 
the Book of Exodus are the 
subject of intensive debate. 
In the form of twelve 
lectures given at a sympo-
sium in honour of the 70th 
birthday of Rainer Albertz, 
internationally renowned 
experts address various 
aspects of research on the 

Book of Exodus. Among other things, the resulting 
volume covers its literary embedding in the Pentateuch, 
the historical background to the priestly passages, the 
narrative of God, the significance of the statutes docu-
mented in the Book of Exodus as well as various indivi-
dual stipulations and even the relevance of the Exodus 
tradition for Christian theology. The studies investigate 
the priestly Exodus narrative  and its historical back-
ground in the Persian period and its imperial ideology  
(J. Wöhrle), the contextual relations within the Hexateuch 
and the Pentateuch (R. Achenbach; R. Albertz), the 
scribal efforts to dertermine Jewish identity in the multi-
religious culture of  the post-exilic period (S. Olyan;  
H. Utzschneider, C. Nihan) and the correlation of the 
concepts of freedom and law (T. Krüger). Further essays 
refer to sociological issues (T. Römer; R. Schmitt) and 
problems of literary form and hermeneutics (J. Ebach;  
R. Kessler; F. Crüsemann).

Albertz, Rainer, Exodus, Ex 1-18 / Ex 19–40 (Zürcher 
Bibelkommentare AT, vol. 2.1 / vol. 2.2), Zürich:  
Theologischer Verlag Zürich 2012 / 2015.

The historical-critical commentary on the Book of Exodus 
provides the reader with a detailed exegesis (about 700 
pages) of a central part of that foundation chart (Torah, 
Pentateuch), by which ancient Israel intended to define 
its religious and ethnic identity after the loss of its own 
statehood in a new way. Aiming at this goal, different elite 
groups of priests and lay people had to find a compro-
mise. The theological discussions about Israel’s historical, 
legal and cultic foundations, which were held by these 
groups over a period of about 500 years, including Israel’s 
relations to other nations, will be reconstructed from the 
given Hebrew text of the Book of Exodus by using liter-
ary- and composition-critical methods. The relevance of 
these discussions for the present day will be determined. 
That way a new model for explaining the formation of  
the Pentateuch will be tested. Finally, the reader will find 
several summaries and digressions to get some informa-
tion about the possible historical background of the Exo-
dus and Sinai events including the legal and cultic institu-
tions derived from them.
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Albertz, Rainer, and Rüdiger Schmitt, Family and 
Household Religion in Ancient Israel and the Levant, 
Winona Lake (IN): Eisenbrauns 2012.

Over the last decades, 
family and household 
religion has become a topic 
of Old Testament scholar-
ship in its own right, fed  
by what were initially three 
distinct approaches:  
the religious-historical 
approach, the gender- 
oriented approach and the 
archaeological approach. 
The first one pursues 
answers to questions of the 

commonality and difference between varieties of family 
religion and describes the household and family religions 
of Mesopotamia, Syria/Ugarit, Israel, Philistia, Egypt, 
Greece and Rome. Gender-oriented approaches also 
contribute uniquely important insights into family and 
household religion. Pioneers of this sort of investigation 
show that, although women in ancient Israelite societies 
were very restricted in their participation in the official 
cult, there were familial rituals performed in domestic 
environments in which women played prominent roles, 
especially as related to fertility, childbirth, and food 
preparation. Archaeologists have worked to illuminate 
many aspects of this family religion as enacted by and 
related to the nuclear family unit and have found evidence 
that domestic cults were more important in Israel than has 
previously been understood. One might even conceive of 
every family as having actively partaken in ritual activities 
within its domestic environment. The book analyzes the 
appropriateness of the combined term family and 
household religion and identifies the types of family that 
existed in ancient Israel on the basis of both literary and 
archaeological evidence. Comparative evidence from Iron 
Age Philistia, Transjordan, Syria, and Phoenicia is presen-

ted. The book presents a typology of cult places that 
extends from domestic cults to local sanctuaries and state 
temples. It details the beliefs of family religion as 
expressed in the almost 3,000 individual Hebrew personal 
names that have so far been recorded in epigraphic and 
biblical material. The Hebrew onomasticon is further 
compared with 1,400 Ammonite, Moabite, Aramean and 
Phoenician names. These data encompass the vast majo-
rity of known Hebrew personal names and a substantial 
sample of the names from surrounding cultures. In this 
impressive compilation of evidence, the authors describe 
the variety of rites performed by families at home, at a 
neighborhood shrine or at work. Burial rituals and the 
ritual care for the dead are examined. A comprehensive 
bibliography, extensive appendixes and several indexes 
round out the textual material to form a one-volume 
compendium of Ancient Israelite Family and Household 
Religion in the Iron Age.

Beck, Hans, and Peter Funke (eds.), Federalism in 
Greek Antiquity, Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press 2015.

The world of ancient 
Greece witnessed some 
of the most sophisticated 
and varied experiments 
with federalism in the pre-
modern era. In the volatile 
interstate environment of 
Greece, federalism was a 
creative response to the 
challenge of establishing 
regional unity, while at 
the same time preserving a 
degree of local autonomy. 

To reconcile the forces of integration and independence, 
Greek federal states introduced, for example, the strati-
fication of legal practice, a federal grammar of religious 
festivals and cults and the notion of proportional repre-
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sentation. Federalism in Greek Antiquity provides the 
first comprehensive reassessment of the topic. It compri-
ses detailed contributions on all federal states in Aegean 
Greece and its periphery. With every chapter written by 
a leading expert in the field, the book also incorporates 
thematic sections that place the topic in a broader histori-
cal and social-scientific context. Identity and Integration 
(Preliminary works cf. P. Funke - M. Haake (eds.), Greek 
Federal States and Their Sanctuaries [2013]). This first 
comprehensive study for half a century integrates all the 
available bodies of evidence into an accessible account. 
The book combines scholarly trends and approaches from 
diverse fields including classics, history, religion and cult, 
political science and law.

Blömer, Michael, and Engelbert Winter (eds.),  
Iuppiter Dolichenus. Vom Lokalkult zur Reichsreligion  
(Orientalische Religionen in der Antike, vol. 8),  
Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck 2012 (with contributions 
from Michael Blömer, Holger Schwarzer, and Engel-
bert Winter).

The cult of Iuppiter 
Dolichenus, the local deity 
of the small town of 
Doliche in modern South-
East Turkey, rapidly spread 
to large parts of the Roman 
Empire in the 2nd century 
CE. The debate surround-
ing the so-called oriental 
cults in the Roman Empire 
as well as the results of the 
excavations undertaken in 
the sanctuary of Doliche 

have provided grounds for a re-evaluation of various 
aspects of the cult. The papers compiled in this volume are 
written from an archaeo logical and historical perspective 

and examine a wide spectrum of questions, from the 
importance of the cult in the West, the means by which it 
spread and its status within the Roman army to the role of 
women in the cult. Furthermore, this book contains a 
comprehensive analysis of the known sanctuaries of 
Iuppiter Dolichenus, a presentation of the finds from the 
Danube region and an extensive report on the then newly 
discovered sanctuary of the god at Vindolanda. By 
touching upon such diverse issues, the volume contributes 
to our understanding of the position of the cult of 
Iuppiter Dolichenus within the religious belief system of 
the Roman Empire.

Ebach, Ruth, Das Fremde und das Eigene. Die Frem-
dendarstellungen des Deuteronomiums im Kontext 
israelitischer Identitätskonstruktionen (Beihefte zur 
Zeitschrift für die alttestamentliche Wissenschaft, vol. 
471), Berlin et al.: De Gruyter 2014.

Based on the sociological 
theory that descriptions of 
the “other(s)” and the 
“self ” are correlated and 
situational parts of const-
ruction processes, the study 
examines the narrative and 
legal texts of the biblical 
Book of Deuteronomy, 
which regulate and arrange 
Israel’s contact with foreign 
peoples, gods and (ritual) 
practices. It shows a wide 

range from the command to love the resident alien (Deut 
10:19) to the request of a radical annihilation in the form 
of the ban regarding the Canaanite peoples (Deut 7). By 
combining literary historical analysis and sociological 
insights, the study shows that the categorization of 
persons (Deut 7 et al.) and practices (Deut 18) as foreign 
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or alien is frequently a result of an active attribution. The 
monograph traces the Deuteronomy’s literary layers in 
pre-exilic, exilic and post-exilic times linking the various 
attributions and evaluations with the different authors’ 
historical and social settings. It becomes clear that, in 
particular, harsh demarcations are drawn when one's own 
identity is questioned by crises.

Knäpper, Katharina, Religion und Religionspolitik der 
frühen Achaimeniden in ihrem Verhältnis zum Avesta 
(Quellen und Forschungen zur Antiken Welt, vol. 57), 
Munich: Herbert Utz 2011.

The religious habits of the 
early Achaemenians are a 
commonplace of scholarly 
research. The key question 
of most studies seems to  
be whether or not the 
Achaemenians were 
Zoroastrians. The over-
whelming diversity of the 
given answers leads to the 
conclusion that this 
question might be wrong. 

The present book aims at comparing Avestan and Achae-
menian religious structures, habits and practices without 
using the phenomena as complementary sources for each 
other on an analytical level. Thus it seems possible to 
describe the Achaemenian religion in a more precise way 
beyond misdirecting terminology and to reclassify it 
within Iranian religious history.

Lohwasser, Angelika, Aspekte der napatanischen 
Gesellschaft. Archäologisches Inventar und funeräre 
Praxis im Friedhof von Sanam – Perspektiven einer 
kulturhistorischen Interpretation (Contributions to 
the Archaeology of Egypt, Nubia and the Levant, vol. 
1), Vienna: Austrian Academy of Sciences Press 2012.

The Kushite cemetery of 
Sanam is the main focus of 
this publication of Angelika 
Lohwasser, which is the 
publication of her habilita-
tion, submitted at the Free 
University Berlin in 2008 
and awarded with the 
Heinz Maier-Leibnitz-Preis 
of the German Research 
Foundation in 2009. The 
cemetery of Sanam (North-

Sudan) was excavated by Francis Ll. Griffith in 1912/13 
and published in a preliminary report only in 1923. The 
documentation of this excavation is housed today in the 
Griffith-Institute in Oxford and was studied by the 
author. Moreover, original objects of the excavation, today 
kept in the Egyptian Museum Berlin, Rijksmuseum van 
Oudheden, Leiden, and Musées Royaux d’Art et 
d’Histoire, Brussels, were included into the study. Several 
of these objects are published for the first time. The first 
part focuses on the archaeological material of the cemetery 
of Sanam (c. 800–600 BC). Since no comprehensive 
investigation of funerary material of the Napatan period 
exists until now, this study should act as a reference of the 
funerary culture of that time. Tombs, burials as well as 
categories of objects with typologies and systematic 
analysis present a basis for comparisons with other 
cemeteries of that time. In the second part the material is 
investigated according to different methods, focussing on 
various views. These aspects – chronology, regionality, 
hierarchy, culture and individuality – complement and 
supplement each other to produce a comprehensive 
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picture of the cemetery. This interpretation can be read as 
a cross-section of the funerary society. Based on the 
proximity to the royal cemetery of Nuri and the work-
shops found in the city of Sanam, one can assume that the 
cemetery of Sanam was used by the inhabitants of the city 
who were responsible for the administration and endow-
ment of the pyramids of Nuri, and belonged to the 
middle-class. Social differences within this middle-class 
can be specified by the quantity and quality of the grave 
goods as well as  by the elaboration of the tomb itself. The 
ethnic affiliation of the people cannot be determined. The 
earlier excavators tried to distinguish between Nubian and 
Egyptian burials. But the study of Angelika Lohwasser 
shows that in the case of Sanam this is not possible. One 
has to speak of a Napatan funerary culture, which can be 
characterized by three elements: 1) traditional, indigen 
Nubian; 2) of Egyptian origin, already imported in the 
New Kingdom; 3) contemporary Egyptian elements. 
Finally, the author tries to present the funerary commu-
nity in all its complexity. Apart from the structural 
picture, the discussion of specific burials provides the 
picture of the  burial practices in Sanam. Last but not 
least, a narrative of the burial, as it is presented in the 
material culture of Sanam, is explained.

Lohwasser, Angelika, The Kushite Cemetery of Sanam. 
A Non-Royal Burial Ground of the Nubian Capital, 
c. 800–600 BC, London: Golden House Publications 
2010.

The antique Kushite cemetery of Sanam is the main focus 
of the publication The Kushite Cemetery of Sanam. A Non-
Royal Burial Ground of the Nubian Capital by Egyptologist 
Prof. Dr. Angelika Lohwasser from the Cluster of Excel-
lence “Religion and Politics”. This book is the English 
summary of her habilitation thesis Aspekte der napatani-
schen Gesellschaft. Archäologisches Inventar und funeräre 
Praxis im Friedhof von Sanam – Perspektiven einer kultur-

historischen Interpretation 
that was awarded the Heinz 
Maier-Leibnitz-Preis of the 
Deutsche Forschungsge-
meinschaft (DFG) in 2009 
and published in 2012 by 
the Austrian Academy of 
Sciences (ÖAW) Press. The 
English version, published 
in 2010, addresses a broad 
audience by comprehensi-
vely summarizing all parts 
of the study, while limi-
ting some of the detailed 
discussions.

In the 9th century BCE a Kushite tribe residing near 
Gebel Barkal in modern Sudan enlarged its sphere of con-
trol further to the north. They gained control over Egypt 
in the late 8th century BCE and formed the 25th Dynasty 
in Egypt, which ruled until 663 BCE, when they were 
replaced by the 26th Dynasty from the city of Sais in the 
Egyptian Delta and returned to Nubia.

The site of Sanam is situated about 25km south of the 
4th cataract, vis-à-vis the sacred centre of Kush, the Gebel 
Barkal. Today, it is buried beneath the modern town of 
Merawi. The first excavation by Griffith took place in the 
winter of 1912/1913 and focused on three different parts: 
the cemetery, the temple of the Kushite king Taharqo and 
the more than 250m long treasury. Unfortunately, the 
results were never fully published, but his documentation 
comprises about 1600 pages of handwritten tomb-cards 
with sketch-drawings, the text of the tomb-cards type-
written in a revised form, 216 cards with photographs  
and copies of sketches, a plan of the cemetery, about 
600 photographs, an envelope with clippings of articles, 
and a list of benefactors with the distribution of objects 
to museums and antiquarians. All the memoranda are 
preserved in the Griffith Institute in Oxford. Angelika 
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Lohwasser’s study is based on Griffith’s documentation of 
these records and evaluates them, yielding a detailed view 
of Nubian society and the burial customs of a new African 
Empire.

The cemetery is the largest known non-royal burial 
ground from the Napatan period (8th–4th century BCE) 
of the Kingdom of Kush in Sudan. 1619 tombs were 
located in the cemetery, most of which were excavated. In 
general, there was only one burial per grave, in some cases 
accompanied by items of funerary rituals and grave goods, 
such as amulets, beads, jewellery, offering trays, incense 
burners, vessels, toiletry or weapons.

Based on the proximity to the royal cemetery of Nuri 
and the workshops found in the city of Sanam, one can 
assume that the cemetery of Sanam was used by the 
in habitants of the city who were responsible for the admi-
nistration and endowment of the pyramids of Nuri and 
belonged to the middle class. Social differences within this 
middle-class can be specified by quantity and quality of 
the grave goods and by the elaboration of the tomb itself.

Due to the vicinity of Nuri and Napata and some trade 
routes, the people had access to exquisite materials and 
goods. The grave goods include an unusual amount of 
imported material, such as semi-precious stones, ivory and 
precious metal.

The ethnic affiliation of the people cannot be determined. 
The earlier excavators tried to distinguish between Nubian 
and Egyptian burials. But Angelika Lohwasser’s study 
shows that in the case of Sanam this is not possible. One 
has to speak of a Napatan funerary culture, which can be 
characterized by three elements: 1) traditional, indigenous 
Nubian; 2) of Egyptian origin, already imported into the 
New Kingdom; 3) contemporary Egyptian elements.

Schnocks, Johannes, Das Alte Testament und die 
Gewalt. Studien zu göttlicher und menschlicher Gewalt 
in alttestamentlichen Texten und ihren Rezeptionen 
(Wissenschaftliche Monographien zum Alten und 
Neuen Testament, vol. 136), Neukirchen-Vluyn:  
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht 2014.

A new book by Prof. 
Johannes Schnocks, a 
Catholic theologian at the 
Cluster of Excellence 
“Religion and Politics”, 
examines divine and 
human violence in Old 
Testament texts and their 
reception. “Violence is 
mentioned repeatedly in 
the Old Testament. In 
some texts even God 
himself is referred to as the 

origin of violent events, or else he is said to demand 
violent action from humans,” the theologian explained. 
His book, The Old Testament and Violence, presents the 
results of his research project at the Cluster of Excellence: 
D1 Divine Violence: Religious-Historical and Reception-
Hermeneutical Analyses of the Images of God in the 
Hebrew Bible.

Although historical-critical exegesis reveals the historical 
contexts of many cases of violence and therefore makes 
the potential for violence in most of the texts more com-
prehensible, such texts nevertheless remain objectionable 
even when the history of their reception is taken into 
account, according to the author. That is even truer when 
they have been used in the course of history to justify 
violence between humans: “Taking the reception history 
into consideration, in particular, there is the difficult  
question of whether in the course of history the texts’ 
literary violence led to the justification of violence among 
people or whether it even did so by necessity, as many 
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participants in the current discussion about religion and 
violence claim.” The study therefore begins with a brief 
summary of the state of discussion, which has been espe-
cially driven by the claims by Egyptologist Jan Assmann 
that mono theistic religions are especially violent. From 
there, it examines selected texts in the Hebrew Bible about 
violence where God is depicted as the perpetrator and 
where child victims, blood vengeance or the death penalty 
are involved. The author goes on to discuss the reception 
of texts of the Hebrew Bible in the Books of Maccabees. 
To what extent did this later biblical literature draw on 
the Hebrew Bible to justify violent actions or rule? The 
reception of the Book of Joshua is discussed, as well as the 
argument that the Maccabean uprising was a pure war of 
religion, and the literary depiction of violent actions in 
connection with emotions like zeal or wrath. Providing 
an outlook at the end of the book, the theologian uses the 
example of Psalm 79 to show how the Old Testament was 
used in the Middle Ages to create arguments for Crusades 
propaganda as well as for the justification of violence.

Schnocks, Johannes, Psalmen (Grundwissen Theologie, 
vol. 3473), Paderborn: Schöningh 2014.

Psalms are poetical texts, 
which bring before God 
the questions of mankind 
and the relationship of God 
and man in a meditative, 
complaining or enthusiasti-
cally praising fashion. Their 
compilation in the biblical 
Book of Psalms has 
remained until today of the 
greatest significance for 
private spirituality and 
communal worship as well 

as for theological scholarship. This introduction offers an 
overall orientation over current questions of scholarship 
on the Book of Psalms. Methodological and theological 
paragraphs are linked with the interpretation of exemplary 
psalms. This textbook sees itself as a companion for 
students of divinity as well as an introduction for indepen-
dent study.

Vos, J. Cornelis de, Heiliges Land und Nähe Gottes. 
Wandlungen alttestamentlicher Landvorstellungen 
in frühjüdischen und neutestamentlichen Schriften 
(Forschungen zur Religion und Literatur des Alten und 
Neuen Testaments, vol. 244), Göttingen: Vandenhoeck 
& Ruprecht 2012.

The quest for nearness to 
God is often connected 
with particular locations, 
the symbolic value of which 
usually by far exceeds the 
concrete reality. It is this 
dynamic that Vos explores 
in this slightly revised 
version of his habilitation 
thesis (Münster). Since 
God, the people and the 
land are so tightly bound 
together in the HB, Vos 

asks how Jewish communities in the Hellenistic tradition 
and those living in the Diaspora without a longing for 
return responded to this. He identifies two trends: ideali-
zation and substitution. The idealization of the land is 
explored through studies of the LXX (especially Tobit and 
the Letter of Jeremiah), Josephus, the Genesis Apocry-
phon, Jubilees, the Letter of Aristeas, 4 Ezra and 2 Baruch. 
This tendency, Vos argues, is already evident in the HB 
and expresses itself in a range of ways from the characteri-
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zation of the land as better than reality, through mytholo-
gizing (e.g. claims that the land is the centre of the world), 
to assertions that the land is intrinsically holy. Analysis of 
the second tendency (substitution), principally found in 
the NT, constitutes the bulk of the book. The HB’s 
connection between God, people and land is retained, but 
the land is substituted by other spaces (e.g. the Kingdom 
of God, the community of believers) and the people are 
defined in new ways (i.e. incorporating Jews and Pagans). 
So there is a shift from concrete to universal and transcen-
dent. A separate chapter is dedicated to Philo of Alexand-
ria, who occupies a middle position between these two 
trends. This is an interesting study marked by careful 
reflection on the methodological and linguistic challenges, 
broad engagement with the sources, and appropriate 
contextualization. A rewarding read for anyone interested 
in the reception of the HB, questions of diversity and 
identity in Early Judaism or the origins of Christianity.

Vos, J. Cornelis de, Rezeption und Wirkung des Deka-
logs in jüdischen und christlichen Schriften bis 200 n. 
Chr. (Ancient Judaism and Early Christianity, vol. 95), 
Leiden et al.: Brill 2016.

Cornelis de Vos examines 
the impact and reception of 
the Decalogue up to 200 
CE, scrutinizing the 
versions of the Decalogue, 
and the history of the 
Decalogue in ancient 
Jewish writings, the New 
Testament, and early 
Christian writings. Almost 
all texts show an intercon-
nection of identity and 
normativity: the Decalogue 

functions as an expression of fundamental moral concepts 
of socio-religious groups. At the same time, these groups 
enhance the Decalogue with normativity – sometimes 
even expanding on it – to make it a text that generates 
their own identity. This is the first study that presents an 
in-depth and continuous analysis of the early history of 
the Decalogue. 

Wöhrle, Jakob, Fremdlinge im eigenen Land. Zur Ent-
stehung und Intention der priesterlichen Passagen der 
Vätergeschichte (Forschungen zur Religion und Litera-
tur des Alten und Neuen Testaments, vol. 246), Göttin-
gen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht 2012.

In Old Testament research 
the literary character, the 
time and place as well as 
the intention of the 
so-called priestly passages 
of the Pentateuch are in 
discussion. The study shows 
that the priestly passages in 
the ancestors’ account – but 
only there – are to be 
understood as a redactional 
layer. The priestly redactors 
took up several sources and 

for the first time put them together to a continuous story. 
The priestly passages were written in the early Persian 
period by the returnees from the Babylonian exile. 
Through the ancestors they describe themselves as the real 
people of God. They enforce their claims to the land. And 
they present their idea of how to coexist with the nations 
in the neighbouring countries and with the people living 
in the land.
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> Middle and Early Modern Ages
Althoff, Gerd, Kontrolle der Macht. Formen und 
Regeln politischer Beratung im Mittelalter, Darmstadt: 
Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft 2016.

Counsel and advice is a 
well-known procedure in 
medieval politics. That 
lordship was founded on 
the consent of the followers 
is an often used phrase 
used by the mighty. But 
exact knowledge about 
procedures of counselling 
and the chances of advice 
to be followed doesn’t exist 
until today. The main 

reason for this is that procedures of decision-making were 
mostly informal and secret. Contemporaries did not lift 
the ‘arcana imperii.’ This book is a first attempt to syste-
matically collect sources which lifted the curtain a little bit 
and allowed the recognition of forms and rules of counsel-
ling. This made it possible to answer the question on a 
relevant basis of sources to what extent control of power 
could be established in medieval politics and how many 
possibilities remained to the mighty to get only the advice 
they wanted to get.     

Althoff, Gerd, „Selig sind, die Verfolgung ausüben“. 
Päpste und Gewalt im Hochmittelalter, Stuttgart:  
WBG Darmstadt 2013.

The title of this book uses a quotation of Bishop Bonizo 
of Sutri who saw those who executed violence on behalf of 
the church equal to people who suffered violence for righ-
teousness. His argumentation belongs to many attempts 
of the papal reform movement to establish new claims of 
validity for papal superiority in church and world. The 

book looks especially for 
the biblical foundation of 
these claims and discus-
ses especially stories taken 
from the Old Testament, 
which the Gregorians 
used to legitimize violence 
against disobedient people 
and infidels. This new doc-
trine seems to be respon-
sible for a series of conflicts 
with worldly powers and 
even for the crusades.

Althoff, Gerd, and Christel Meier, Ironie im Mittel-
alter. Hermeneutik – Dichtung – Politik, Darmstadt: 
Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft 2011. 

The book offers an interdis-
ciplinary approach to a 
phenomenon which has 
been mostly neglected in 
learned studies concerned 
with the Middle Ages. The 
authors clarify theoretical 
ideas about irony medieval 
scholars took especially 
from antique rhetoric 
literature and give a vivid 
impression of possibilities 

and borders the use of irony had in different fields of 
communication. Several chapters with case-studies allow 
an overview about the quality of ironical writing and 
speech especially in medieval literature and in political 
contexts. A convincing result is that a society with a strict 
rank-order and extreme limitations to critical argumenta-
tion likes to use irony as a weapon in fictions as well as in 
situations of wishful thinking.
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Bähr, Matthias, Die Sprache der Zeugen. Argumentati-
onsstrategien bäuerlicher Gemeinden vor dem Reichs-
kammergericht (1693–1806) (Konflikte und Kultur 
– Historische Perspektiven, vol. 26), Konstanz et al.: 
UVK 2012.

Drawing from a range of 
archival materials such as 
depositions and supplica-
tions, this book focuses on 
village communities and 
their “political languages” 
in 18th-century Germany. 
The author argues that at 
the supreme court of the 
Holy Roman Empire, 
village communities used 
three major strategies to 

oppose their bailiffs, feudal lords and princes. Firstly, by 
appealing to notions of liberty, they were often able to 
forge alliances with the Emperor against intermediate 
powers. Secondly, by claiming that unpopular political 
actions jeopardised their livelihood, they used contem-
porary economic concepts to their advantage. Thirdly, by 
constantly referring to tradition, they offered an alterna-
tive to scholarly concepts of law. These strategies were, 
Bähr argues, often successful because early modern courts 
of law were a matrix for mediation, and not just a device 
for top-down judgment.

Beyer, Katrin, Witz und Ironie in der politischen  
Kultur Englands im Hochmittelalter. Interaktionen 
und Imaginationen (Religion und Politik, vol. 2), 
Würzburg: Ergon 2012.

The study examines the 
role of wit, irony and 
comparable rhetorical 
phenomena in the political 
culture of the Anglo-Nor-
man and early Angevin 
period (1066–1259). The 
increased relevance of 
humour in the time 
discussed seems not so 
much to be a result of the 

enthusiasm for ancient literature and satire as rather a 
response to new norms and ideals of courtly refined 
behaviour after the Norman Conquest. By means of 
facetious or ironical remarks, members of the elite could 
contrast favourably from others: The subtle jest could 
express intellectual nobleness, disarm a critical situation 
through the triggered laughing, envelop criticism versus 
higher-ranking people with a friendly guise or indicate 
friendship and familiarity. Irony towards inferiors, on the 
other hand, could hit opponents delicately and humiliate 
or humble them. Thus, wit and irony can be seen as 
important rhetorical qualities in the oral communication 
between the king, his nobles and the clergy. The historio-
graphy as well as letters and normative texts from authors 
like William of Malmesbury, Gerald of Wales, John of 
Salisbury and Walter Map give evidence for the apprecia-
tion of facetia, urbanitas and ironia in 12th- and 13th-
century England, inherited as classical ideals of learning 
and nobleness of mind, and thus deliver rich illustrative 
material for the social impact of ambiguous speech in a 
premodern face-to-face society.
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Diocese of Münster and Treasury Chamber of the 
Cathedral Church of Saint Paul / Westphalian State 
Museum of Art and Cultural History of the Regional 
Association of Westphalia-Lippe (LWL) / University of 
Münster, Cluster of Excellence „Religion and Politics“ 
(eds.): Goldene Pracht. Mittelalterliche Schatzkunst in 
Westfalen, Munich: Hirmer 2012 (with contributions 
from Gerd Althoff, Bernadette Burchard, Werner  
Freitag, Dietrich W. Poeck, and Eva Schlotheuber).

The catalogue of an 
exhibition conducted by 
two museums in Muenster 
and a team of the Cluster 
“Religion and Politics” 
combines the description 
of famous pieces of sacral 
art in Westphalia with 
essays which elucidate the 

religious background of their foundation. Medieval piety, 
religious ideas of do ut des and the logic behind the many 
attempts to secure the salvation of one’s own soul are 
analyzed by experts of different disciplines.

Drews, Wolfram, Die Karolinger und die Abbasiden 
von Bagdad. Legitimationsstrategien frühmittelalter-
licher Herrscherdynastien im transkulturellen Ver-
gleich (Europa im Mittelalter, Abhandlungen und Bei-
träge zur historischen Komparatistik, vol. 12), Berlin: 
Akademie Verlag 2009.

In the middle of the 8th century, the ruling dynasties of 
the Frankish kingdom and the Islamic caliphate were both 
overthrown by coups: Merovingians and Umayyads were 
replaced by their Carolingian and Abbasid successors. This 
near- simultaneous occurrence was a mere coincidence, 
but from the perspective of comparative and global his-
tory a number of questions can be asked that shed light 

on the historical circum-
stances determining the 
success of the usurpers. 
More precisely, the mono-
graph provides an analysis 
of the political, social, reli-
gious and cultural con-
ditions in the Latin West 
and in the Muslim-ruled 
Middle East. Depending 
on these preconditions, 
the usurpers used different 

arguments to legitimize their rule. Both dynasties were 
eager to project the image of sacral rule. The Abbasids 
claimed to be related to the prophet Muhammad, and 
therefore to have inherited a particular charisma for them-
selves; the Carolingians, on the other hand, established 
a close alliance with the Roman papacy, which resulted 
in the formulation and propagation of a new concept of 
institutionalized charisma, based on rituals such as royal 
anointment and practices such as spiritual kinship. Howe-
ver, the scope of action was quite different: Islam was still 
in its formative phase, political and religious institutions 
were still in the process of being established, and society 
was marked by a remarkable degree of dynamic change 
in almost every field. By contrast, religious and political 
institutions in the Latin West had achieved some degree 
of stability, limiting the freedom of manoeuvre of poli-
tical actors. The comparison of the two cases of political 
change offers new insights into religious, cultural and 
social conditions underlying and shaping the conditions 
of political action in the Islamic and Christian worlds of 
the Early Middle Ages.
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Drews, Wolfram, and Christian Scholl (eds.), Transkul-
turelle Verflechtungsprozesse in der Vormoderne (Das 
Mittelalter, Perspektiven mediävistischer Forschung, 
Beihefte, vol. 3), Berlin et al.: De Gruyter 2016 (with 
contributions from Wolfram Drews, Lutz Rickelt, 
Christian Scholl, and Sita Steckel).

Entanglement has been on 
the agenda of scholars 
active in global history for 
some time. One of the 
advantages of the concept 
is the fact it does not refer 
to a unidirectional process 
(such as globalization). 
Furthermore, the term 
entanglement denotes 
specific links between social 

or territorial units, which appear to be different from each 
other. Moreover, by using the term entanglement we avoid 
the suggestion that particular societies or cultures at large 
might be interwoven; on the contrary, links and connec-
tions may be limited to certain areas or periods of time, 
being distributed unevenly across time and space. We can 
detect moments of entanglement and disentanglement in 
specific practices, including the composition of texts as 
well as handling material artifacts. Religious and political 
authorities often used artifacts such as books, manuscripts, 
buildings, textiles or images to enhance their legitimacy or 
to mark themselves off from others. In certain contexts, 
religious buildings and liturgical objects were adapted and 
reappropriated by adherents of other religions; religious 
sites attracted visitors from different religious and cultural 
backgrounds, religious norms affected aspects of everyday 
life such as clothing, medicine or food regulations. Use of 
religiously charged artifacts entailed definitions of in-
groups and out-groups, everyday use of objects drew 
communities close to each other, but it also drove them 
apart. These questions are discussed in the volume with 
reference to specific examples from the middle ages and 

the early modern period. Subjects treated include the 
relations between Byzantium and Northern Europe, 
anti-Latin sentiments in late Byzantine discourse, the rule 
of Latin crusaders in the Levant, diplomatic ceremonial 
and greeting practice at the Mughal court, the entangling 
and disentangling of Islam and Christianity in the chur-
ches of Castile and Aragon, material evidence for Jewish-
Christian entanglements in the medieval German Empire, 
entangled histories of the medieval German coronation 
regalia, entanglement and disentanglement as evidenced 
by visual expressions of late medieval Ashkenazi existence, 
and processes of entanglement between Eastern and 
Western Christianity in sacred art of medieval Cyprus. 
Theoretical contributions treat terminological problems of 
epistemological models in medieval studies as well as the 
interrelationship of cultural entanglement and historical 
narration.

Fleßenkämper, Iris, Considerations – Encouragements 
– Improvements. Die Select Society in Edinburgh 
1754-1764. Soziale Zusammensetzung und kommuni-
kative Praxis einer schottischen Gelehrtengesellschaft 
zur Zeit der Aufklärung, Berlin: Akademie Verlag 
2010.

The Select Society of 
Edinburgh (1754–1764) 
was one of the most 
renowned learned societies 
in Enlightenment Europe. 
Prominent and aspiring 
philosophers such as David 
Hume, Adam Smith, 
William Robertson und 
Adam Ferguson aligned 
with Scottish noblemen in 
the Society to exchange 
knowledge, to discuss 
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pressing questions and to implement reforms affecting the 
political and economic state of 18th-century Scotland. 
From a cultural-historical perspective the author analyses 
the forms of communication and the social networks of 
the Select Society, which contributed to the emergence of 
what present scholarship calls the “Scottish Enlighten-
ment”. Fleßenkämper thus focuses on the social precondi-
tions of scholarly cooperation which were responsible for 
the creation, legitimation and dissemination of new ideas. 
Beyond a detailed history of the Select Society, the book 
provides a substantiated insight into the general moral 
norms and practical forms of scholarly exchange in 
18th-century Scotland.

Garnier, Claudia, and Johannes Schnocks (eds.), 
Sterben über den Tod hinaus. Politische, soziale und 
religiöse Ausgrenzung in vormodernen Gesellschaften 
(Religion und Politik, vol. 3), Würzburg: Ergon 2012 
(with contributions from Claudia Garnier, Regina 
Grundmann, and Johannes Schnocks).

In premodern societies 
persons were not recog-
nized as being really alive 
but for their relations to 
other people. Accordingly, 
the isolation from a 
community meant a 
decrease in life and exis-
tence. Exclusion could go 
as far as declaring those 
who were cut off dead. This 

concept is based on the perception that death is not only a 
biological phenomenon but is also determined by the 
cultural practices of a society. Man dies biologically as a 
physical individual, and at the same time he dies as a 
member of a social community. Biological and social 
death may be coincidental, but they may also be separa-

ted. This means that also those still alive biologically can 
be treated as if already dead by severing all ties with them. 
Against this background of cultural anthropology the 
book explores forms of exclusion, which were employed as 
sanctions for breaches of the social code. The contribu-
tions take into view political, social and religious aims of 
this exclusion, shedding light on it from an interdiscipli-
nary angle. They range from the analysis of ancient 
oriental sources and texts from the Old Testament to a 
great variety of explorations of the question in medieval 
Europe. Emerging is a sometimes surprising number of 
correspondences and continuities which up to now have 
frequently been overlooked.

Grünbart, Michael, Inszenierung und Repräsentation 
der byzantinischen Aristokratie vom 10. bis zum 13. 
Jahrhundert (Münstersche Mittelalter-Schriften, vol. 
82), Paderborn: Wilhelm Fink 2015.

The key issue discussed is 
about the appearance and 
self-presentation of the 
aristocracy in the middle 
Byzantine period (10th-
13th century). A systematic 
evaluation of all written 
sources (historiography, 
hagiography, epistologra-
phy, testaments, sigillogra-
phy, epigraphy) leads to 
detailed insights into the 

dynamics of the upper stratum of Byzantine society. It 
became evident that aristocratic families competed with 
each other on various levels. The capital Constantinople 
increasingly turned into a central stage that offered them 
multiform possibilities to display themselves. Strategies of 
display formed attire, cultivated behaviour, the emphasis 
on noble birth and genealogy, the design of residential 
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properties, social welfare, religious foundations (monaste-
ries, churches) or the sponsorship of science and the arts. 
Those aspects taken together show the intention to create 
a positive image that both adds to the reputation and 
increases the social capital of Byzantine aristocracy.

Hoesch, Matthias, Vernunft und Vorsehung. Säkulari-
sierte Eschatologie in Kants Religions- und Geschichts-
philosophie (Quellen und Studien zur Philosophie, 
vol. 121), Berlin et al.: De Gruyter 2014.

The formation of the 
philosophy of history in 
the 18th century has been 
described as the seculariza-
tion of Christian eschato-
logy by several influential 
writers. The idea that 
history has a telic course 
was, according to that 
position, transformed from 
God’s plan of salvation of 
mankind to political 

history. Such claims have been used to justify different 
normative claims, reaching from a strong criticism on the 
project of philosophy of history in general up to an 
apology of theology in the modern age. The book seeks to 
use the secularization model in a third way. It develops a 
methodology according to which analogies in the struc-
ture of ideas that can historically be traced back to a 
Christian origin are evidence for a secularization process. 
This process, however, is not necessarily to be judged as 
illegitimate. The book aims at evaluating in how far Kant’s 
philosophy of history contains secularized elements of 
Christian theology of history. The main part of the book 
elaborates a detailed interpretation of Kant’s texts on 
history. Two results shall be highlighted: Firstly, the 
teleological view Kant presents seems to share a conserva-

tive trait with the traditional theological view on history. 
When reflecting on history, Kantian actors have to assume 
that everything is useful for something. Even seemingly 
bad facts are to be interpreted as made by nature with 
useful aims. Secondly, Kant recognizes that in the sphere 
of politics there is a cooperation dilemma: No one can 
pursue moral ideals in a successful way because everyone 
has to fear that others will interfere. Kant argues that, if 
moral actors should see themselves able to contribute to 
political progress, they have to assume that there is 
progress yet, guaranteed by a high-order agency that he 
calls “nature” or “providence”. Both aspects taken 
together, despite the differences between Kantian philoso-
phy of history and the traditional theological concept of 
history, it seems that Kant endorses a strong belief in 
historical progress that even serves as a kind of theodicy.

Höink, Dominik, and Jürgen Heidrich (eds.), Gewalt 
– Bedrohung – Krieg. Georg Friedrich Händels Judas 
Maccabaeus. Interdisziplinäre Studien, Göttingen:  
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht 2010 (with contributions 
from Iris Fleßenkämper, Dominik Höink, Gabriele 
Müller-Oberhäuser, and Johannes Schnocks).

George Frideric Handel’s 
Judas Maccabaeus is one of 
the most significant 
English oratorios of the 
18th century. Taking up a 
topos used in England 
since the 16th century 
identifying the British with 
the biblical people of Israel, 
Handel composed a 
number of biblical orato-
rios reflecting the political 

situation at the time. Through its association with the 
Duke of Cumberland, the Jacobite Rising or the struggle 
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for cultural identity, Judas Maccabaeus is charged with 
political significance and thus a perfect example of the 
entanglements between religion and politics as depicted in 
oratorios. The authors examine the work from the per-
spective of their respective disciplines (musicology, 
theology, history, English studies and Jewish studies), 
from its textual source and the composition of the work to 
its reception in the 20th century. Detailed studies examine 
the literary and musical adaptation of the underlying 
theme of violence and war including the theological and 
political implications and its reception.

Jansen, Nils, Theologie, Philosophie und Jurisprudenz 
in der spätscholastischen Lehre von der Restitution. 
Außervertragliche Ausgleichsansprüche im frühneu-
zeitlichen Naturrechtsdiskurs (Grundlagen der Rechts-
wissenschaft, vol. 19), Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck 2013.

The new monograph by 
Prof. Nils Jansen, law 
professor at the Cluster of 
Excellence ‘Religion and 
Politics’ examines theology, 
philosophy and law in the 
late scholastic teaching of 
restitution. The book 
paints an expansive picture 
of extra-contractual claims 
to restitution in the early 
modern discourse of 

natural law. According to Jansen, core assessments made 
in the understanding of restitution are still ubiquitous in 
European law and central elements of this doctrine 
continue to prove useful today. The book has been 
published by Mohr Siebeck Press and presents the results 
of Cluster Project A2-8: The doctrine of restitution in 
16th-century scholasticism.

Restitution was originally one of the central doctrines 
of medieval and early modern moral theology, which 
integrated large sections of the law of debt, profit, liabi-
lity and indemnity into a closed system. In its developed 
form, this doctrine combined theological, philosophical 
and legal elements into a comprehensive theory of natural 
law, which was used daily as part of the Catholic practice 
of confession. The analysis therefore clearly shows that the 
restitution theory may never have been separated entirely 
from its religious foundations, but it acquired its concrete 
form only as an increasingly legally formulated, dogma-
tically fixed theory of justice. The theory of restitution 
was therefore paradigmatic for the creation of a theory of 
moral theology in late scholasticism.

In the third part of his book, the author describes why 
the theory of restitution as such never entered the secular 
discourse of natural law and legal scholarship. Theologi-
cal and not legal reasons were decisive here. The theory of 
restitution was part of the sacrament of penance. Given 
the controversies over doctrines of justification, the theory 
of restitution became practically symbolic for the confessi-
onal division of Europe. Prof. Jansen therefore sheds light 
on a systemically central point of early modern discour-
ses of natural rights and on the difficult question of how 
European legal scholars of the 17th century handled the 
intellectual legacy of 16th-century scholasticism.
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Kogman-Appel, Katrin, A Mahzor from Worms:  
Art and Religion in a Medieval Jewish Community, 
Cambridge (MA): Harvard University Press 2012. 

A luxurious Jewish 
manuscript appears at the 
core of a new publication 
authored by Prof. Dr. 
Katrin Kogman-Appel, 
professor of Jewish Studies 
at the Cluster of Excellence 
“Religion and Politics”. She 
discusses the decoration of 
a prayer book, commonly 
known as the Leipzig 
Mahzor, and attributes it to 

the famous Worms rite. “The imagery of medieval prayer 
books communicates with its viewers in manifold ways,” 
explains Professor Kogman-Appel, whose field of expertise 
is the book culture of medieval Jews. At the core of her 
study are questions about the entangled relationship 
between Jews and Christians during the late Middle Ages, 
the complex connections between text and image in 
medieval book art and Jewish approaches to the image as a 
medium. The monograph A Mahzor from Worms. Art and 
Religion in a Medieval Jewish Community was published  
by Harvard University Press in 2012. Medieval mahzorim 
were used only for special services in the synagogue and 
“belonged” to the whole congregation, so their visual 
imagery reflected the local cultural associations and 
beliefs. The Leipzig Mahzor pays homage to one of 
Worms’s most illustrious scholars, Eleazar ben Judah. Its 
imagery reveals how his Ashkenazi Pietist worldview and 
involvement in mysticism shaped the community’s 
religious practice. 

The author discusses the visual language of the Leipzig 
Mahzor from various methodological angles. In addition 
to decoding its iconography, Kogman-Appel approaches 

the manuscript as a ritual object that preserved a sense of 
identity and cohesion within a community facing a wide 
range of threats to its stability and security.

Prof. Dr. Katrin Kogman-Appel heads project B2-24 
of the Cluster of Excellence: From Manuscript to the 
Printing Press: The Illustrated Book in Jewish Culture 
(Fifteenth and Sixteenth Centuries). She is a member of 
the interconnecting platform F “Transcultural Entangle-
ments” and of the coordinated project group “Figurations 
of the Religious and the Political”.

Kogman-Appel, Katrin, and David Stern, The 
Washington Haggadah. A Fifteenth-Century 
Manuscript from the Library of Congress, Cambridge 
(MA): Harvard University Press, Belknap 2011.

After the Bible, the Pass-
over Haggadah is the most 
widely read classic text in 
the Jewish tradition. More 
than four thousand 
editions have been publis-
hed since the late fifteenth 
century, but few are as 
exquisite as the Washing-
ton Haggadah, which 
resides in the Library of 
Congress. Now, a stunning 

facsimile edition meticulously reproduced in full color 
brings this beautiful, illuminated manuscript to a new 
generation. Joel ben Simeon, the creator of this unusually 
well-preserved codex, was among the most gifted and 
prolific scribe-artists in the history of the Jewish book. 
David Stern’s introduction reconstructs his professional 
biography and situates this masterwork within the 
historical development of the haggadah, tracing the 
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different forms the text took in the Jewish centers of 
Europe at the dawn of modernity. Katrin Kogman-Appel 
shows how ben Simeon, more than just a copyist, was an 
active agent of cultural exchange. As he traveled between 
Jewish communities, he brought elements of Ashkenazi 
haggadah illustration to Italy and returned with stylistic 
devices acquired during his journeys. In addition to 
traditional Passover images, realistic illustrations of 
day-to-day life provide a rare window into the world of 
late fifteenth-century Europe.

Korte, Petra, Die antike Unterwelt im christlichen Mit-
telalter. Kommentierung – Dichtung – philosophischer 
Diskurs (Tradition – Reform – Innovation, vol. 16), 
Frankfurt a. M. et al.: Peter Lang 2012.

By the triumph of Chris-
tendom the cosmos of 
ancient mythology did not 
become obsolete, but lived 
on in the educational 
traditions. In this context a 
special kind of discourse 
developed concerning the 
infernal realm of the dead. 
Already in antiquity the 
mythology scenario with its 

archaic concepts of afterlife had provoked figurative 
philosophical or rather psychological patterns of interpre-
tation, which are based especially on the sixth book of 
Vergil’s Aeneid. Mediated by the late antique comments 
on the Aeneid this figurative reading was used by Carolin-
gian men of letters to justify their interest in epic and 
mythological poetry. Subsequent exegetes eventually 
developed a genuine medieval kind of reading by giving a 
significance of its own to each component of the mytholo-
gical infernum. Thus the ancient underworld became 
much more than just a poetic analogy to the Christian 

concept of hell, namely a universal topos for the conditio 
humana. The purpose of the present study is to retrace 
this development on the basis of poetic and paratextual 
documents up to its conclusion in Dante’s Commedia.

Macha, Jürgen, Der konfessionelle Faktor in der deut-
schen Sprachgeschichte der Frühen Neuzeit (Religion 
und Politik, vol. 6), Würzburg: Ergon 2014.

Beginning with the 
Reformation and far 
beyond the Enlightenment, 
the factor ‘confession’ has 
been enscribed into the 
collective linguistic 
‘household’ of speakers of 
German. Partly, its effects 
can even be observed in 
today’s use of language. 
This study is the first that 

undertakes a survey and a classification of historical 
linguistic phenomena that, in different ways, are related to 
the interdependency of language and confession in the 
early modern period. It looks at constancy and change of 
the autochthonous culture of language under the influ-
ence of confession and political rule in different territo-
ries. Furthermore, it discusses the effects of confessiona-
lism to ritual forms of expression within different 
confessions. In this context, the book offers contrastive 
investigations with respect to various types of texts such as 
inscriptions of bells, epitaphs and funeral speeches. 
Linguistic confessionalisms as ‘signa distincitva’ can be 
found at different levels of language analysis, as for 
instance the ‘Lutheran e’ or the ‘Lutheran t’ in ‘predigt’. 
Finally, the influence of confession on the vernacular is 
dealt with in the closing chapter.
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Oestmann, Peter, Geistliche und weltliche Gerichte im 
Alten Reich. Zuständigkeitsstreitigkeiten und Ins-
tanzenzüge (Quellen und Forschungen zur höchsten 
Gerichtsbarkeit im Alten Reich, vol. 61), Cologne et 
al.: Böhlau 2012.

Secular and ecclesiastical 
courts without clear 
jurisdictions determined 
the jurisdiction of the 
courts for centuries. The 
author looks at the old 
empire with its variety of 
imperial cities and territo-
ries and numerous confessi-
ons; thereby, he breaks 
down principles of com-
mon law into sectional 

fragments. Case files from various territories show what 
the parties fought for in the overlap of both jurisdictions: 
colourful cases come together with descriptions of con-
flicts about appeals, privileges and jurisdictions for whole 
areas of life. In comparison, intraregional structures for a 
future history of procedural law become clear. In the 
intersection of religion, law and politics, the book addres-
ses not only legal historians but also church and regional 
historians. In its vivid depictions, it provides new insights 
into major conflicts in the history of the early modern 
period.

Oestmann, Peter, Wege zur Rechtsgeschichte: Gerichts-
barkeit und Verfahren, Stuttgart: UTB 2015.

In the history of procedural law, there are two major 
epochs: the one without monopoly on violence and since 
1495 the one with monopoly on violence. The textbook 
shows where and in which historical contexts the direc-
tion was set. It describes the possibilities of how courts 

and procedures were and 
are still organized until 
today. At the same time it 
focuses on the connection 
between the monopoly 
on violence on the one 
hand and the professiona-
lization of jurists on the 
other. Temporally, the book 
ranges from the Migration 
Period up to the presence. 

With regards to content, it takes into account the oldest 
domestic and canon traditions as well. Various sources 
and examples show the practical functionality of law – the 
reason for the book’s vivid depictions.

Peters, Christian, Mythologie und Politik. Die pan-
egyrische Funktionalisierung der paganen Götter im 
lateinischen Epos des 15. Jahrhunderts (Wissenschaft-
liche Schriften der WWU Münster / Reihe X, vol. 24), 
Münster: ULB 2016.

Quattrocento humanism saw not just the return of the 
ancient gods to Latin epic, the most dignified of genres 
in Latin literature, it often brought them closer to the 
world of mortal men than they had ever been: Mercenary 
leaders fighting side by side with Minerva, Renaissance 
princes stepping up as champions of the Olympic Gods, 
the forces of Hades obstructing the prosperity of Renais-
sance states. Beyond doubt, divine machinery had been 
a key feature of the poets’ antique models and as such it 
had not only an intrinsic value of imitatio and aemula-
tio, but could also be instrumental in the patrons’ and 
poets’ pursuit of a political or panegyric agenda, fuelled by 
hopes that they could renew or imitate the most famous 
and influential joint-venture between poetry and politics 
in the history of European literature, the one between 
Augustus and Vergil, incorporated by the latter’s Aeneid. 
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However, humanist epic 
poetry, unlike most of its 
classical predecessors, chose 
contemporary history as its 
favourite subject matters. 
Treating contemporary 
events poetically forced the 
authors to mediate between 
panegyric requirements, 
literary appeal and histo-
rical veracity. The pagan 

gods were a foremost instrument for many a poet to tackle 
this challenge. Camouflaging military or political failu-
res, rearranging constellations of power, signposting or 
stretching the individual hero’s virtues and victories were 
chief panegyric techniques required of a court humanist 
or otherwise politically involved poet that could be achie-
ved by a strategic use of the divine machinery. This book 
focuses on the various functions pagan mythology and 
apparatuses of the divine could fulfil as a literary strategy, 
when authors set out to reconcile contemporary history 
and epic narrative, putting the pagan gods at the service of 
Christian heroes.

Pfister, Ulrich, Konfessionskirchen, Glaubenspraxis 
und Konflikt in Graubünden, 16.–18. Jahrhundert 
(Religion und Politik, vol. 1), Würzburg: Ergon 2012. 

Drawing on an extended 
body of historical sources 
from a bi-confessional 
region plagued by long and 
intensive strife between 
Protestants and Roman 
Catholics, the study 
explores the relationship 
between the formation of 
confessional churches, 

religious practice, and conflict. During the sixteenth and 
seventeenth century religious practice assumed a universa-
listic nature, irrespective of confessional denomination. 
Examples include the heightened relevance of doctrinal 
knowledge disseminated through preaching and catechiza-
tion, and the gain in importance of the veneration of the 
Eucharist and Mother Mary, rather than local saints, 
among Catholics. The increasingly universal character of 
religious belief and practice implied that it became 
possible to combine and map conflicts of different kinds 
situated on different societal levels – from conflicts among 
neighbours to tensions among great powers – unto a 
single dyadic contrast. Moreover, the claim to universal 
truth by both confessional churches suggested a form of 
conflict resolution by way of eliminating the opponent. 
Consequently, confessionalization possessed an inherent 
tendency to aggregate and to escalate conflicts originating 
in diverse parts of contemporary society. Confessional 
conflicts faded out mainly for two reasons: First, the 
development of political theory, which led to the emer-
gence of non-religious foundations of political order based 
on concepts such as sovereignty and the reason of state, 
stifled conflict through sheer differentiation between the 
political and the religious realms. Second, the develop-
ment of pietism among Protestant churches reduced the 
relevance of collective elements in religious practice, 
which reduced the capacity of religious to structure 
opposing camps in societal conflict.
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Pietsch, Andreas, Isaac La Peyrère. Bibelkritik, Philo-
semitismus und Patronage in der Gelehrtenrepublik 
des 17. Jahrhunderts (Frühe Neuzeit, vol. 163), Berlin: 
De Gruyter 2012.

The French scholar Isaac La 
Peyrère (1596–1676) is 
something of an enigma, 
and has been since his own 
time. After having left 
Bordeaux in 1640, the 
Huguenot La Peyrère 
entered the service of the 
Prince of Condé, a Catho-
lic, who remained his 
patron until his death. He 
became quite notorious for 

the works which he published from 1643 onwards. 
Because of the scandals surrounding his writings La 
Peyrère has largely been interpreted either as a crypto-Jew 
or as an early atheist. 

The present study investigates him and his work not only 
in terms of theological history but, for the first time, 
within the context of the social practices of the European 
Republic of Letters. La Peyrère’s criticism of the Bible and 
his striking interest in the Jews can now be newly inter-
preted in relation to spiritual reading of St Paul and La 
Peyrère’s relationship to his patron, Prince Condé.

By offering strictly biblical argumentations, mainly cente-
ring on Paul’s Epistle to the Romans, La Peyrère presented 
a religious legitimation of political power. His works are 
rather ambiguous writings in confessional terms, which 
highlights the tense relationship between a Huguenot 
client and his Catholic patron. Looking at him from this 
perspective, La Peyrère is a highly intriguing case study for 
the political and religious intersections in the Republic of 
Letters.

Pietsch, Andreas, and Barbara Stollberg-Rilinger (eds.), 
Konfessionelle Ambiguität. Uneindeutigkeit und 
Verstellung als religiöse Praxis in der Frühen Neuzeit 
(Schriften des Vereins für Reformationsgeschichte, vol. 
214), Gütersloh: Gütersloher Verlagshaus 2013 (with 
contributions from Lorenz Baibl, Jürgen Macha, And-
reas Pietsch, Matthias Pohlig, Barbara Stollberg-Rilin-
ger, and Karin Westerwelle).

The historians Barbara 
Stollberg-Rilinger and 
Andreas Pietsch of the 
Cluster of Excellence 
“Religion and Politics” 
have edited a new book on 
Confessional Ambiguity. The 
volume, which is published 
in the series Schriften zur 
Reformationsgeschichte 
(Studies on the History of the 
Reformation) examines 

confessional ambiguity in the early modern period. 
Scholars of various disciplines use selected examples to 
analyse the resistance to, fissures in and limits of confessi-
onalisation. The book is based on an interdisciplinary 
conference held at the Cluster of Excellence, where 
historians met and discussed with representatives from 
literary studies, philology, theology, philosophy, art history 
and Islamic Studies.

The Europe of the early modern period was a laboratory 
for political and religious pluralism. Up until now scholar-
ship has primarily described the processes of mutual exter-
nal exclusion and internal homogenisation of the major 
confessional churches, which accompanied the creation of 
territorial states. More recently, on the other hand, resis-
tance, fissures and limits in confessionalisation have been 
emphasised, as well as the permeability that existed among 
the confessions. In the meantime, the homogenous con-
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fessional community has begun to look like a construct. 
Confession is described as an often wavering and unstable 
cultural practice.

The volume looks more closely at one part of this cultu-
ral practice: ambiguity and dissimulation. Even in con-
temporary eyes, dissimulation played a large role in both 
religious and political fields. The cleverness of the courtier 
required him to conceal his inner self, and Jesuit theolo-
gical tracts supplied a complex casuistry which allowed 
dissimulation in certain cases as a necessary evil.

Nevertheless, confessional ambiguity was considered 
fundamentally somewhat suspicious. The separation of 
external action and internal conviction posed the very 
basic question of to what extent confessional dissimulatio 
was allowed, given internal reservatio mentis. Essentially, 
it concerned the key question of the relationship between 
external practice and internal belief, cult and dogma, visi-
ble and invisible church, body and soul.

Steckel, Sita, Kulturen des Lehrens im Früh- und 
Hochmittelalter. Autorität, Wissenskonzepte und 
Netzwerke von Gelehrten (Norm und Struktur. Studien 
zum sozialen Wandel in Mittelalter und Früher Neu-
zeit, vol. 39), Cologne et al.: Böhlau 2011.

In her book, Prof. Sita 
Steckel from the Cluster of 
Excellence “Religion and 
Politics” examines the 
cultures of teaching in the 
Early and High Middle 
Ages. “The scholarly 
culture of the Latin West 
before the rise of the 
universities in the 12th 
century appears different 
when you look at it as 
more than just the pre-his-

tory of later scholarly cultures,” Prof. Steckel explained. In 
her study, she shows how the teachers of the Early and 
High Middle Ages did not just communicate knowledge, 
but also religious learning. She thereby locates scholars not 
in schools, but in ecclesiastical networks. The book has 
been published under the title, Cultures of Learning in the 
Early and High Middle Ages. Authority, Concepts of Know-
ledge and Scholars Networks, in Böhlau Press, Cologne.

Prof. Steckel traces the strategies with which teachers 
between 800 and 1150 claimed sacralised authority. She 
thereby compares the ecclesiastically centred knowledge 
communication of the early medieval Carolingian Empire 
with the French and German schools of the High Middle 
Ages. In particular, she looks for new approaches towards 
the differentiation of knowledge cultures around the year 
1000.
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Stollberg-Rilinger, Barbara, Des Kaisers alte Kleider. 
Verfassungsgeschichte und Symbolsprache des Alten 
Reiches, Munich: C. H. Beck, 2nd edition 2013.

One of the best experts of 
the history of the Holy 
Roman Empire shines a 
light on the fascinating 
interaction between written 
constitution and the 
ritually lived constitutional 
order. For the first time, 
constitutional history is 
understood from the 
perspective of its symbolic 
and ritual forms and how 
they changed over time.

How were imperial vassals granted lands? How were agree-
ments reached at imperial assemblies? How did ambas-
sadors interact at princes’ courts? What the constitution 
said about these affairs was one thing, but whether and to 
what extent these rules were put into practice was ano-
ther, dependent on a complex system of ritual behaviour. 
In this gripping book, Barbara Stollberg-Rilinger shows 
how a language of political signs, which all the partici-
pants mastered and which acted as a basic kind of shared 
symbolic vocabulary, was indispensable for making agree-
ments about a shared political order.

For many years, scholars have struggled to write the his-
tory of the constitution and political structure of the Holy 
Roman Empire. This book argues that this was because 
the political and social order could not be understood 
without considering the rituals and symbols that held the 
Empire together. What determined the rules (and whe-
ther they were followed) depended on complex symbolic-
ritual actions. By examining key moments in the politi-
cal history of the Empire, the author shows that it was a 

vocabulary of symbols, not the actual written laws, that 
formed a political language indispensable in maintaining 
the common order.

“Given the Empire’s multitude of political units, vary-
ing in size, structure, and relative position, students and 
scholars of early modern German history are accustomed 
to sorting a profusion of names, places, titles, and events. 
Stollberg-Rilinger makes this difficult task more bearable, 
not only through her writing – by stating, rather than 
merely suggesting, the point of each vignette – but also, 
more importantly, by articulating a “logic” of the Empire’s 
great constitutional complexity, and its transformation. 
Her descriptions, here skillfully rendered in Dunlap’s 
translation, show that legal history can vividly link the 
ideational and the material.” Law & History Review

 > French edition: Les vieux habits de l’Empereur. Une 
histoire culturelle des institutions du Saint-Empire à 
l'époque moderne, Paris: Éditions de la Maison des Sci-
ences de l'Homme 2013. 

 > English edition: The Emperor's Old Clothes. Constitu-
tional History and the Symbolic Language of the Holy 
Roman Empire (Spektrum. Publications of the German 
Studies Association, vol. 10), New York et al.: Berg-
hahn Books 2015.

Stollberg-Rilinger, Barbara, Maria Theresia. Die  
Kaiserin in ihrer Zeit. Eine Biographie, Munich: C. H. 
Beck 2017.

On the occasion of the 300th birthday of Empress Maria 
Theresa (1717–1780), many clichés about one of the 
most powerful women in history need to be abandoned, 
according to the latest research. “Maria Theresa embodies 
a myth that was to remind Austria of lost greatness for a 
long time, but this spell must be broken today”, says Prof. 
Dr. Barbara Stollberg-Rilinger, historian at the Cluster 
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of Excellence “Religion 
and Politics” of Münster 
University. “The myth 
describes Maria Theresa as 
a sovereign of the people's 
hearts who loved her 
children and her subjects, 
as a heroine who defen-
ded justice against power, 
as a pious regent who 
strengthened the practice 
of religion, as a respectable 

bourgeois 'housewife of the empire' who reformed the 
privileges and stiff ceremony at the royal court, and as 
the founder of the modern administrative state. However, 
many of these stereotypes can no longer be supported.” 
The scholar reveals them to be wrong in the new bio-
graphy Maria Theresia. Die Kaiserin in ihrer Zeit (Maria 
Theresa. The Empress in her Times. A Biography) relying on 
many, partly previously unknown sources. The book has 
been published by C.H. Beck and was awarded the “Non-
Fiction” Prize of the Leipzig Book Fair.

“Maria Theresa was not just the devoted mother of the 
country, as historians often depicted her”, says Stollberg-
Rilinger, whose 1000-page work reflects an entire era and 
systematically grapples with many contemporary voices. 
“In fact, the sources present other aspects. She was an 
extremely self-confident regent, firmly convinced of her 
dynasty's divine mission. This conviction, this belief gave 
her the confidence to hold her ground even in hopeless 
situations, such as uncompromisingly carrying on a war 
of succession for years and enforcing reforms. However, it 
also resulted in the relentlessness with which she treated 
her own children and the mercilessness with which she 
persecuted those of a different faith – Protestants and 
Jews.” In order to protect the “true Catholic religion”, the 
Habsburg empress had Protestants, “mangy sheep within 
the Christian flock that was entrusted to her”, re-condi-
tioned in so-called conversion houses or had them depor-

ted. When looking at her marriage politics, she sacrificed 
her children with all the severity of dynastic rationale, 
fully aware of the fact that some of the marriages cons-
tituted, even according to the standards of the time, an 
unreasonable demand. 

For the biography the scholar analysed quite a variety 
of sources: archival materials of the central authorities, 
messenger reports and ceremonial descriptions, diaries 
and travel journals, and above all, correspondence. “The 
most important sources are Maria Theresa's letters and 
handwritten cards. She took care of everything herself 
and spent day and night at the writing desk”, the histo-
rian relates. She emphasises that a biography today can no 
longer be written from the point of view of an omniscient 
narrator. Instead the author links analytical and narrative 
elements and often juxtaposes different points of view. 
A wide range of contemporaries get a chance to speak: 
from the enlightened personal physician to the economic 
project maker, from the English lady in transit to the old 
aristocratic Lord Chamberlain, from the Prague Jew to 
the Tyrolese farmer’s son. “Of course we can also hear the 
voices of Maria Theresa herself and her family members.”

 > English edition forthcoming



27> Middle and Early Modern Ages

Wittreck, Fabian, Interaktion religiöser Rechts-
ordnungen. Rezeptions- und Translationsprozesse 
dargestellt am Beispiel des Zinsverbots in den orien-
talischen Kirchenrechtssammlungen (Kanonistische 
Studien und Texte, vol. 55), Berlin: Duncker &  
Humblot 2009.

In the current debate, 
religious legal systems 
exclusively carry connota-
tions of conflict; the 
question of how the 
German legal system 
should correctly interact 
with Islamic Sharia is only 
one prominent example. 
On the basis of the canon 
law of the Eastern National 
Churches, Fabian Wittreck 

demonstrates that religious rights can learn from each 
other, and how. Armenians, Copts as well as Eastern and 
Western Syrians perpetuated their traditional legal systems 
during the centuries under Islamic rule and thus include 
set pieces of Islamic and Jewish religious law, as well as 
elements of Aristotelian philosophy; the existing sources 
of the canon law of the imperial church or of Roman legal 
provenance are thus overlaid and modified. Concrete 
subjects of investigation are the rules on the prohibition of 
interest or usury, which are comprehensively depicted and 
analyzed for the first time in the context of the Eastern 
Church Law. They can be used to demonstrate how legal 
regulatory concepts, approaches to justification, and also 
exceptions are adopted across the boundaries of language 
and religion. At the same time, it becomes clear that the 
exchange between these religious rights is restricted to the 
academic and literary level, since many legal texts do not 
purport to influence Eastern Christians’ legal practices.
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Acke, Hanna, Sprachliche Legitimierung protestan-
tischer Mission. Die Publikationen von Svenska 
Missions förbundet um 1900, Berlin et al.: De Gruyter 
2015.

This study focuses on the 
use of language in Protes-
tant missionary publica-
tions. Combining historical 
and linguistic methods, the 
author examines the 
communicative strategies 
for legitimizing Swedish 
missions in Africa and Asia 
around 1900. Focussing on 
the Swedish missionary 

organisation “Svenska Missionsförbundet” (The Swedish 
Missionary Covenant) and their work in the Congo and 
China, the study explores linguistic patterns and structu-
res which the authors used to produce their knowledge as 
valid. To convince their readers of the necessity to christia-
nise in regions far away from their land of origin, a 
community of knowledge was created within the publica-
tions. The missionaries were bestowed indisputable 
authority and the complex circumstances of the colonial 
situation were presented as simple and straightforward. 
Thus, the study also reveals the ways in which intersec-
tions between Christian religious ideas and colonialist, 
racist notions of superiority were used to justify missio-
nary activities.

Basu, Helene, and William Sax (eds.), The Law of  
Possession. Ritual, Healing, and the Secular State, 
Oxford: Oxford University Press 2015.

This volume investigates 
the great divide introduced 
by modernization theorists 
between the “rational,” 
“scientific,” or “modern,” 
on the one hand, and 
“irrational,” “ritual,” or 
“nonmodern,” on the other. 
But there are places 
throughout the world 
where the relationship 
between modernity, as 

represented by the legal and medical institutions of the 
secular state, and traditional forms of healing and justice, 
is unsettled. The contributors offer ethnographic studies 
of diverse historical and contemporary relationships 
between “spirit possession,” healing, and the law. Part I 
contains case studies of institutions in India, Africa and 
China that have been subjected to state practices attempt-
ing to “purify” law and medicine from traces of religion; 
in part II, anthropologists analyze contemporary struggles 
between modernizers and inventive practitioners in India 
and Kenya; and part III concludes with case studies of 
social and cultural forms where religion, healing, and law 
are still integrated. These do not represent a “premodern” 
past, but rather a concurrent and viable alternative for the 
organization of collective life.
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Berezhnaya, Liliya, and John-Paul Himka (eds.), The 
World to Come. Ukrainian Images of the Last Judg-
ment (Harvard Series in Ukrainian Studies, vol. 62), 
Cambridge (MA): Harvard University Press 2015.

Icons and murals depicting 
the biblical scene of the 
Last Judgment adorned 
many Eastern-rite churches 
in medieval and early 
modern Ukraine. Dating 
from the twelfth to the 
eighteenth century, these 
images were extraordinarily 
elaborate, composed of 
dozens of discrete elements 

reflecting Byzantine, Novgorodian, Moldavian, and 
Catholic influences, in addition to local and regional 
traditions. Over time, the details of the iconography 
evolved in response to changing cultural resources, the 
conditions of material life at the time, and new trends in 
mentality and taste. The World to Come lists and describes 
more than eighty Last Judgment images from present-day 
Ukraine, eastern Slovakia, and southeastern Poland, 
making it the largest compilation of its kind. Photographs 
show overviews and details of the images, and most are 
printed in full color. The icons and murals provide a 
valuable source of knowledge about the culture in which 
they were created: what was meant by good and evil, what 
was prophesied for the future, and what awaited in the 
afterlife.

Blaschke, Olaf, Die Kirchen und der Nationalsozialis-
mus, Stuttgart: Reclam Sachbuch 2014.

The relationship between 
the two Christian Chur-
ches and the Nazi state 
with its ideology is one of 
the most prominent issues 
of German contemporary 
history. Books on this topic 
often dwell too much on 
details, they are scant 
overviews, and they usually 
suffer from a denominatio-
nal bias depending on the 

confession of the author. This book undertakes to trace 
the developments between adaptation or even collabora-
tion on the one hand and resistance on the other. It 
compares the attitude of the Churches despite their 
comprehensive separation and despite their distinguished 
institutional relationship with the Nazi state. While the 
Roman Catholic Church, the German Christian, and the 
Confessing Church partly shared common challenges, 
they also fought against each other.

Drewes, Frauke, Orientalisiert – Kriminalisiert –  
Propagiert? Die Position von Muslimen in Gesellschaft 
und Politik der Volksrepublik China heute (Religion 
und Politik, vol. 12), Würzburg: Ergon 2016.

With the aim of attracting investors from Arab countries, 
the People’s Republic of China purposefully presents 
itself pro-Islam, according to a study from the Cluster of 
Excellence “Religion and Politics”. Islam is being high-
lighted as a common ground towards potential Muslim 
investors. The study Orientalisiert – Kriminalisiert – Pro-
pagiert? (Orientalised – Criminalised – Propagandised?) 
published by Ergon Verlag, which originated under the 
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direction of Islamic scholar 
Prof. Dr. Thomas Bauer in 
the Cluster of Excellence’s 
Graduate School, closes 
a research gap as Islam in 
China has so far barely 
been investigated from the 
perspective of Islamic Stu-
dies and of Sinology. For 
the study, Drewes conduc-
ted qualitative interviews 

with Muslims and non-Muslims in Germany, China and 
Egypt. In addition, she analysed the online editions of the 
Chinese daily, Renmin ribao (people’s newspaper), which 
is the official voice of the Communist Party of China, 
from 2003 to 2011.

Fateh-Moghadam, Bijan, Thomas Gutmann, Michael 
Neumann, and Thomas Weitin, Säkulare Tabus (Fröh-
liche Wissenschaft, vol. 65), Berlin: Matthes & Seitz 
2015.

Secular Taboos deals with the 
role of taboos in secular western 
legal systems and asks for the 
possibility of a secular justifica-
tion of intangible legal norms. 
“The dignity of man shall be 
inviolable”, proclaims Article 1 
of the German Basic Law as well 
as other international declara-
tions of human rights. So it 
might seem that even modern 
secular legal systems are, 

surprisingly, based on a taboo, here: the taboo of touching 
the sphere of human dignity. However, a closer look 
reveals that the concept of taboo, as an archaic and 
religious rhetorical figure, is not suitable for the justifica-

tion of general norms in secular societies. Nevertheless 
with regard to the task of identifying a common ground 
of values in the times of terrorism and increased religious 
plurality, religious patterns of reasoning still enjoy great 
popularity. But the romanticization of basic legal concepts 
as the dignity of man produces fatal consequences: By way 
of sacralizing human dignity, the constitutionally protec-
ted core of personal autonomy is turned into an empty 
formula. Moreover, the sacralized concept of human 
dignity turns out to be a means of exclusion, which is 
open to politically motivated exploitation, as long as it is 
detracted from the requirement of public justification. 
The essay, therefore, argues for the necessity and the 
possibility of justifying human dignity as an inviolable 
right on the basis of secular concepts of legal reasoning.

Gabriel, Karl, Christian Spieß, and Katja Winkler, Wie 
fand der Katholizismus zur Religionsfreiheit? Faktoren 
der Erneuerung der katholischen Kirche (Katholizis-
mus zwischen Religionsfreiheit und Gewalt, vol. 2), 
Paderborn et al.: Schöningh 2016.

Fifty years ago, in its declaration on religious freedom 
at the Second Vatican Council, the Catholic Church 
programmatically dispensed with political coercion as a 
means of enforcing its claim to truth. This “declaration to 
dispense with coercion” in Dignitatis Humanae is an act 
of self-imposed restriction with regard to religious claims 
to truth that is exceptional in the history of religions. It is 
still extremely difficult to explain even today how such a 
traditional institution as the Catholic Church could have 
altered its position so fundamentally. The characteristics, 
circumstances and dynamics of the path of Catholicism to 
recognizing religious freedom in all its diversity were the 
object of research of the project “Dispensing with coer-
cion among religious traditions: modern Catholicism bet-
ween distinction and integration”, which was carried out 
in the Cluster of Excellence “Religion and Politics” at the 
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University of Münster. This 
volume in the series Catho-
licism between religious free-
dom and coercion (Volume 
2) draws on the findings of 
the previous volumes in the 
series, which were part of 
the research project. This 
volume appears exactly 50 
years after the final vote 
and promulgation of the 
Declaration on Religious 

Freedom on 7th December 1965, one day before the end 
of the Second Vatican Council. It takes stock of the diffe-
rent opinions voiced at this major event in the history of 
the Church in the 20th century. It also reconstructs the 
developments before and during the Council that made 
this decision possible. The volume places the decision 
in a matrix of contextual factors that together opened a 
window of opportunity for this turning-point in the rela-
tionship of the Church to the liberal state. The aim of the 
volume is to contribute to a broader and deeper under-
standing of the learning process undergone by the Catho-
lic Church – a process unexpected in many respects. It is 
only when learning processes are understood and interna-
lized that they can be deemed irreversible. Whether the 
analyses tell us something about further steps that need to 
be taken to change the Catholic Church, or about pro-
cesses of change in other religious traditions, is a question 
that only time can answer.

Großbölting, Thomas, Der verlorene Himmel. Glaube 
in Deutschland seit 1945, Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & 
Ruprecht 2013.

The first synopsis of faith 
in Germany since 1945, 
undertaken by contem-
porary historian Prof. Dr. 
Thomas Großbölting from 
Münster University’s 
Cluster of Excellence 
“Religion and Politics”, was 
published in English by 
Berghahn Books under the 
title of Losing Heaven. In 
the monograph, which was 

first released in German under the title of “Der verlorene 
Himmel” in 2013, the author describes the profound 
changes that have taken place in the religious landscape in 
Germany since World War II.

“Being the birthplace of the Reformation, Germany saw 
some of the most significant developments in the history 
of European Christianity”, the historian explains. “Today, 
however, the country’s religious landscape is such that ear-
lier generations would barely recognise it.” The historical 
analysis of religious life in Germany describes the road to 
a society that has changed profoundly today: “Christian 
parishes are diminishing, private piety is decreasing and 
public life has almost entirely lost its Christian character. 
However, a flourishing market of syncretistic and indivi-
dualistic forms of ‘popular religions’ remains.” The book 
Losing Heaven retraces the dramatic changes and explains 
their consequences for religious communities in Germany 
today and for the community as a whole.

According to the study, about two thirds of the German 
population today are still members of a Christian church. 
Around 1950, this number amounted to 95 per cent. 
Participation in church life is continually on the decline. 
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“Christianity has become one provider among many for 
the endowment of meaning and for the organisation of 
Sundays.”

“There is no Christian Germany any more”, Prof. 
Großbölting emphasises. “However, the number of reli-
gious political conflicts is rising.” Politics and the chur-
ches in Germany still remain in the 1950s. “Based on the 
postwar model, the Christian churches are still favoured 
by the state, even though a large number of religions has 
been added”, according to Großbölting. A farsighted kind 
of politics that treats all religious communities equally is 
not in sight. “Instead there is the system of an imperfect 
separation of church and state that developed in the post-
war period”, says Großbölting. “Much of it remains to 
this day: church tax, religious education at state schools or 
the seat of church representatives in broadcasting commit-
tees.” The rights and demands of people of different faith 
and of the growing group of irreligious people, however, 
go by the board. Islam in particular is hitting a “glass 
ceiling”.

According to the scholar, the close cooperation between 
state and church is rooted in the 1949 Basic Constitutio-
nal Law of the Federal Republic of Germany, which adop-
ted essential regulations from Germany’s 1919 Weimar 
Constitution. “At a time when society was predominantly 
Christian in character and when an ideational fresh start 
after National Socialism was sought, this conjunction 
worked perfectly well for politics and the churches.” In 
the 1950s, the churches provided ideals and ways of life 
for many areas such as family, sexuality, education, but 
also for political projects. “What was then considered a 
moral benchmark was no more than one position among 
many two decades later.”

In his detailed study, the historian portrays the religious 
change in the former Federal Republic, in the GDR and 
in re-united Germany. He draws a line from the ideal of 

re-Christianisation after 1945, through conflicts regarding 
sex, family and authority as well as the church crisis in 
the 1960s, to the pluralisation starting in the 1970s and 
the special case of East Germany and on to the growth of 
Islam and Judaism in Germany. The scholar analyses three 
factors in particular: practiced religiosity; the relationship 
of religion and society; and the change within the chur-
ches, for example, with a view to theology and church 
congresses.

The 2013 book presents the results of project C22 at 
the Cluster of Excellence: Transcendental bestowment 
of meaning and religious collectivisation in postmodern 
Europe. The author is professor of Modern and Contem-
porary History at the History Department of Münster 
University. At the Cluster of Excellence, he is currently 
head of Project C2-8: New social movements and reli-
gious social forms after modernity: a comparison of Ger-
many and North America.

 > English edition: Losing Heaven. Religion in Germany 
since 1945, New York: Berghahn Books 2016.
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Große Kracht, Hermann-Josef, and Klaus Große 
Kracht (eds.), Religion – Recht – Republik. Studien  
zu Ernst-Wolfgang Böckenförde, Paderborn et al.: 
Schöningh 2014 (with contributions from Karl  
Gabriel / Christian Spieß, Hermann-Josef Große 
Kracht, Klaus Große Kracht, Franz-Xaver Kaufmann, 
and Christian Walter).

The legal scholar and 
historian of modern 
constitutional law Ernst-
Wolfgang Böckenförde 
(born in 1930) has provi-
ded important impulses for 
an appropriate understan-
ding of the relationship 
between religion and 
politics in the modern 
constitutional state. He 
undoubtedly belongs to the 

great public intellectuals in the history of the Federal 
Republic of Germany. His famous dictum that the "free, 
secularized state lives by prerequisites which it cannot 
guarantee itself" expresses like no other sentence the 
fragile existence of modern democracies. But also his early 
works on modern constitutional history, on the role of 
German Catholicism in 1933 and on the Second Vatican 
Council are still today a source of reflection.

Große Kracht, Klaus, Die Stunde der Laien? Katho-
lische Aktion in Deutschland im europäischen Kon-
text 1920–1960 (Veröffentlichungen der Kommission 
für Zeitgeschichte. Reihe B: Forschungen, vol. 129), 
Paderborn et al.: Schöningh 2016.

"Catholic Action" (Actio 
Catholica) was a worldwide 
lay-apostolic campaign of 
the Popes Pius XI (1922–
1939) and Pius XII 
(1939–1958) for the 
"Christianization of the 
world". The so-called 
"plague of laicism" was to 
be counterbalanced by an 
active commitment of lay 
Catholics in the largely 

secularized societies of the 20th century. The program, 
which was rather antimodern in its origins, aimed at a 
"fundamental-political" penetration of society: The 
faithful were to be mobilized for the public interests of  
the Church by special training and public campaigns. 
Meetings, petitions, and leaflet campaigns were among the 
means of Catholic Action, as did liturgical ceremonies and 
spiritual retreats. Those who embraced the cause of 
Catholic Action were part of an ecclesiastical laity elite: so 
there was hardly a Catholic leadership personality, who 
did not focus on the ideas of the Catholic Action. In the 
years following the Second World War, however, the all 
too narrow framework of the Catholic Action was increa-
singly questioned and more than before the Christians' 
"maturity" in worldly affairs was emphasized. The impor-
tance of Catholic Action for German lay Catholicism in 
the 20th century has long been underestimated. For the 
first time, the study shows how deep also German Catho-
lics between the Weimar Republic and the early Federal 
Republic were marked by its ideas: The faithful observed 
with great interest the attempts at implementation of the 
papal program in Italy and France; at the same time, they 
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reflected their own experiences in the Church and the 
society within the framework of Catholic Action. In 
Germany, too, Actio Catholica was the central arena, on 
which the Catholic layperson assumed its "modern" form. 
The study provides a comprehensive account of this 
central "dispositive" of European lay Catholicism in the 
20th century.

Gutmann, Thomas, Bernhard Jakl, Ludwig Siep, and 
Michael Städtler (eds.), Von der religiösen zur säkula-
ren Begründung staatlicher Normen. Zum Verhältnis 
von Religion und Politik in der Philosophie der Neu-
zeit und in rechtssystematischen Fragen der Gegen-
wart, Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck 2012 (with contribu-
tions from Thomas Gutmann, Bernhard Jakl, Ludwig 
Siep, Michael Städtler, and Christian Walter).

An edited volume from the 
Cluster of Excellence 
“Religion and Politics” 
examines the relationship 
between religion and 
politics in modern philoso-
phy and in systemic legal 
questions today. The 
volume, From the Religious 
to the Secular Legitimation 
of State Norms, is edited by 
the legal scholar Prof. 

Thomas Gutman and the philosophers Prof. Ludwig Siep 
and Dr Michael Städtler from the Cluster of Excellence 
“Religion and Politics”, as well as by Dr Bernhard Jakl 
from the Department of Civil Law, Philosophy of Law 
and Medical Law of the University of Münster. The 
volume originated in the similarly titled conference at the 
Cluster in October 2009 and has been published by Mohr 
Siebeck Press in Tübingen.

The modern legal state claims to treat its citizens in an 
undifferentiated manner as free and equal persons, the 
editors explain. Because of this claim, the legitimation of 
state norms excludes particularistic ethical concepts just 
as much as it does arbitrariness or special privileges. The 
modern state claims to pass laws generally without consi-
deration of arbitrariness or individual interests. But that 
raises a specific question regarding the state’s relationship 
to the great religions, which on the one hand make their 
own claims to universal validity and on the other are, as 
historically contingent revelations, themselves particularis-
tic. According to the editors, the claim to be a legal state 
requires, that its norms be neutral and secular. This leads 
to the philosophically central question: can the basic, 
common characteristics of humanity such as reason, be 
applied normatively without resorting to specific cultu-
ral experiences? A further question asks how these norms 
relate to traditional particularistic behaviour.

In their contributions, philosophers and legal scholars 
examine the relationship of religion and politics against 
the background of the modern legal state, from which 
a series of philosophical-historical and legal problems 
emerge. Starting from their own respective disciplines, the 
authors open up an interdisciplinary discussion. The link 
of the contributions therefore becomes the relationship 
between elements of natural law, culture and positive law 
in the legitimation of state norms on the one hand, and 
the justification of subjective rights such as human rights 
on the other.
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Hensel, Silke, and Hubert Wolf (eds.), Die katholische 
Kirche und Gewalt. Europa und Lateinamerika im  
20. Jahrhundert, Cologne et al.: Böhlau 2013 (with 
contributions from Silke Hensel, Stephan Ruderer, 
Antje Schnoor, Hubert Wolf, and Gianmaria Zamagni).

Since September 11, 2001 
at the latest, public atten-
tion has focused on religion 
and violence. Time and 
again throughout the 20th 
century, the Catholic 
Church has taken a stand 
on the issue of violence in 
word and deed, e. g. during 
the civil wars in Spain and 
Mexico as well as with its 
behaviour towards the 

Soviet regime, Italian fascism, the Nazi dictatorship and 
South American military dictatorships. But liberation 
theologians also discussed the use of violence to fight 
structural injustice. In this volume, renowned historians 
and theologians from Latin America and Europe draw on 
newly available sources to show how different groups 
within the Catholic Church responded to the exercise of 
violence and the people behind it, and how they legiti-
mized or delegitimized violence. Furthermore, the 
question of whether the Second Vatican Council (1962–
1965) marked a turning point is discussed.

Hötte, Franziska, Religiöse Schiedsgerichtsbarkeit. 
Angloamerikanische Rechtspraxis, Perspektive für 
Deutschland, Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck 2013.

The current debate on 
(allegedly Islamic) „parallel 
justice“ raises the question 
of the adequate status or 
relevance of religious law in 
the German constitutional 
order. While formalized 
arbitration based on 
religious law is barely 
debated in Germany at all, 
there exists a comprehen-
sive practice of religious 

arbitration (as well as a lively discussion) in common law 
countries. In the first German study on the topic, Fran-
ziska Hötte illustrates the factual and legal position of 
religious arbitration in the United States, Canada and 
Great Britain. She highlights the relevant debates (namely 
the bitter „Sharia Controversy“ in Ontario and the public 
reactions to the proposals of the Archbishop of Canter-
bury). Furthermore, the study analyses the mode of 
function of religious arbitration institutions like the 
British „Muslim arbitration tribunal“ as well as their rules 
of procedure and their interplay with secular institutions. 
Namely the execution of the findings of the religious 
institutions raises substantial problems in consideration of 
constitutional law (namely human rights). Finally, the 
study explores the legal situation in Germany and asks 
whether religious arbitration would be permissible and 
reasonable under the Basic Law.
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Jensz, Felicity, German Moravian Missionaries in the 
British Colony of Victoria, Australia, 1848–1908. 
Influential Strangers (Studies in Christian Missions, 
vol. 38), Leiden et al.: Brill 2010.

Focusing on the six decades 
that German Moravian 
missionaries worked in the 
British colony of Victoria, 
Australia, this book 
enriches understanding of 
colonial politics and the 
role of the non-British 
other in manipulating 
practice and policy in 
foreign realms. Central to 
the transnational nature of 

the book are questions of identity and of how individuals 
and the organisations they worked for, can be seen as both 
colluders and opposers within nation-state borders and 
politics. It analyses the ways in which the Moravian 
missionaries navigated competing agendas within the 
colonial setting, especially those that impacted on their 
sense of personal vocation, their practices of conversion, 
and their understandings of the indigenous non-Christian 
peoples in the settler society of Victoria.

Karis, Tim, Mediendiskurs Islam. Narrative in der 
Berichterstattung der Tagesthemen 1979–2010,  
Wiesbaden: Springer VS 2013. 

Given widespread anti-Muslim discriminations in the 
West, the need for critical research on media portrayals 
of Islam is beyond dispute. However, this book argues 
that in order to deepen our understanding of Islam in 
the media, we have to review some of the terminology, 
theoretical assumptions, and methods that are prevalent in 
the research field and find alternative approaches that go 

beyond one-dimensional 
concepts like ‘stereotyping’ 
and ‘bias’. A first prob-
lem is oversimplification. 
Through their terminology 
(‘Islamophobia’, ‘Feind-
bild Islam’) many studies 
imply that media reporting 
on Islam was of an enti-
rely negative and hostile 
character. This notion 

is easily rejected in view of the fact that a lot of media 
reports actually revolve around the problem of Muslim 
discrimination or take issue with states withholding Mus-
lim minority rights. Second, many researchers take for 
granted that the media base their representations of Islam 
on a simple and dichotomous structure (Islam/West) 
and therefore fail to acknowledge the many complexities, 
ambiguities, and contradictions that constitute the dis-
course. Third, a common proposition given by researchers 
is that the media should include more ‘positive’ reports on 
Islam in order to counter the bulk of ‘negative’ news. This 
proposition ignores that negativity is a basic news value 
not specific to reporting on Islam. Besides, the distinc-
tion between ‘positive’ and ‘negative’ reports runs the risk 
of creating highly problematic categories like ‘the good 
Muslim’ and ‘the bad Muslim’. In Mediendiskurs Islam, 
Tim Karis puts forward an approach that is designed to 
bring research on media representations of Islam closer to 
the wider theoretical discussion that goes on in the field 
of research on religion, media, and culture. Taking its cues 
from the Cultural Studies School, this approach focuses 
on media narratives rather than stereotypes. In a long-
term study of coverage on Islam in the German TV news 
magazine “Tagesthemen”, a number of Islam-narratives 
that constituted the discourse in the time period of 1979–
2010. As the author points out, it is possible to deal with 
the complexities of media discourses whilst maintaining a 
critical position towards reporting.
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Khorchide, Mouhanad, Gott glaubt an den Menschen. 
Mit dem Islam zu einem neuen Humanismus, Freiburg 
im Breisgau: Herder 2015.

Not least of all, the terror 
by IS-militia shows us  
a religion, which seems to 
fall out of a bygone time. 
An Islam, which is misused 
to justify claims to  
power and to portray an 
in humane action as desired 
by God. Does this have 
anything to do with Islam 
at all? Mouhanad Khor-
chide says yes. And it 
should be reason not least 

for Muslims to face the question: What is going wrong in 
Islam? The root of such excesses lies in an understanding 
of Islam in which God alone turns around himself. 
Toward such an opinion, Mouhanad Khorchide counters 
the concept of an Islamic humanism, which postulates a 
God who believes in mankind and appreciates his human 
existence. He ventures nothing less than a new outline of 
a self-understanding of Islam. His proposition is: We need 
a global humanism, which acknowledges mankind as a 
global family. In recognizing its own potentials, Islam can 
make a crucial contribution to that end. Mouhanad 
Khorchide draws attention to the one God who takes 
human seriously in his freedom. A book, which portrays 
Islam as a modern and prevailing religion: as an essential 
source of a global humanism.

Khorchide, Mouhanad, Islam ist Barmherzigkeit. 
Grundzüge einer modernen Religion, Freiburg im 
Breisgau: Herder, 2nd edition 2016.

A modern reading of Islam, 
which systematically 
unfolds divine love and 
mercy as a theological 
concept beyond legalistic 
religion, lies at the heart of 
the recent publication by 
Mouhanad Khorchide, 
member of the Cluster of 
Excellence "Religion and 
Politics". In an easily 
understandable way, the 
author presents a theology 

of mercy as a viable alternative to a theology of obedience 
and fear, as is widely spread in the Islamic world. He 
considers Islam first and foremost as a message of mercy. 
The divine attribute used most frequently in the Qur'an 
to describe God is mercy. Mouhanad Khorchide, who 
addresses the problems of modern Qur'anic hermeneutics 
and contemporary readings of Islam, explains: "It is 
astonishing that this God, the all-merciful, is barely paid 
attention to by Islamic theology and popular belief. [...] 
Thus, in favour of a contemporary reading of the Qur'an, 
it is imperative not only to bear in mind the historical 
contexts of revelation, but also to develop theological 
criteria which could serve as guidelines and standards in 
dealing with the Qur'an." Therefore, the main theme of 
his recent publication is the unfolding of a theology of 
mercy, which aims at identifying  the relationship between 
God and mankind as a relationship of dialogic freedom, 
in which God attempts to attract mankind only by means 
of love: [...], people He loves and who love Him, [...] (Q 
5:54). The acceptance of this divine love, however, is an 
autonomous 'yes' towards His love, hence a 'yes' in 
freedom. Respecting the self-determination of the human 
being as an essential element of his free will, would also 
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necessarily mean that Islamic Theology can only be 
rationally organised if it likewise reflects the free will of 
man. The book addresses the fundamental question of 
how to consequently explicate Islam in light of the 
Qur'an’s own claim, namely to be a revelation of God's 
mercy. The category of mercy therefore serves as a sort of 
hermeneutical key by which systemic questions of crea-
tion, revelation, God's actions, eschatology etc. are 
discussed.

 > English e-book edition: Islam is Mercy. Essential Features 
of a Modern Religion, Freiburg im Breisgau: Herder 
2014.

Müller, Olaf, Kirchlichkeit und Religiosität in Ostmit-
tel- und Osteuropa. Entwicklungen – Muster – Bestim-
mungsgründe, Wiesbaden: Springer VS 2013.

The book explores the 
recent state and develop-
ment of churchliness and 
religiosity from three 
perspectives (decline, 
individualization, and (re)
vitalitazion) and according 
to three theoretical approa-
ches (secularization theory, 
individualization thesis, 
and supply-side model of 

religious competition). The main questions which are 
addressed are: What was the situation concerning church-
liness and religiosity immediately after the breakdown of 
communism, and how has it developed during the 
following two decades? What patterns of religious change 
can be observed? How can the patterns and differences be 
explained? The empirical part of the book contains results 
from micro and macro analyses of a core of 18 countries, 
which can be classified according to their dominant 

religious tradition: Catholic – Poland, Slovakia, Croatia, 
Lithuania, Slovenia, Hungary, Czech Republic; Protestant 
– Latvia, Estonia, East Germany; Orthodox – Romania, 
Bulgaria, Serbia, Moldova, Russia, Ukraine; Muslim – 
Bosnia, Albania. The findings are drawn primarily from 
various international population surveys (EVS/WVS; 
ISSP; ESS; Aufbruch; PCE 2000), but also from other 
religious and structural data. The central results can be 
summarized as follows: overall, in terms of change in the 
religious sphere, no homogenous pattern can be establis-
hed for the whole region. While most Orthodox societies 
have experienced a clear religious growth, the situation in 
Catholic and Protestant countries has been very varied. 
Indeed, in countries such as the Czech Republic and East 
Germany, the process of secularization since the political 
upheavals in the early 1990s seems to be even more 
advanced. As far as the ability of the theoretical models to 
explain religious change is concerned, there is no evidence 
to support the theory of religious competition. In cont-
rast, the individualization thesis can certainly claim a 
degree of plausibility for itself, although some findings do 
contradict its assumptions. All in all, a context-sensitive 
secularization-theory approach, one which looks at 
specific cultural and political developments, seems best 
able to explain developments in the field of religion in 
Central and Eastern Europe.
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Oberauer, Norbert, Waqf im kolonialen Sansibar. Der 
Wandel einer islamischen Stiftungspraxis unter briti-
scher Protektoratsherrschaft (Kultur, Recht und Politik 
in muslimischen Gesellschaften, vol. 25), Würzburg: 
Ergon 2012.

In many premodern 
Islamic societies, religious 
endowments were a central 
element of socio-economic 
structure. Endowment 
practice typically reflected 
notions of social order: 
Rulers and elites used 
endowments to fulfil what 
they considered their 
obligation towards social 
welfare, but also to create 

dependency, to represent power and to foster bonds of 
solidarity within kinship and occupational groups. It is 
precisely for this quality of reflecting and reproducing 
notions of social order that endowments became a central 
point of conflict under colonial rule. British officials 
profoundly disagreed with the traditional ways of admi-
nistering endowed resources. At its heart, this conflict was 
a clash of opposing views about how socio-economic 
responsibilities should be allocated within society and 
which obligations the state, families and other institutions 
should assume in order to safeguard social welfare. In the 
Sultanate of Zanzibar, this conflict ended in a massive 
colonial intervention which profoundly changed the 
predominant patterns of local endowment practice. The 
study presents a detailed analysis of this transformation, 
based on extensive research of archival sources.

Pollack, Detlef, Religion und gesellschaftliche Diffe-
renzierung. Studien zum religiösen Wandel in Europa 
und den USA III, Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck 2016.

The role of religion and the 
church in modern societies 
is the focus of the book, 
Religion and Social Differen-
tiation, by Prof. Detlef 
Pollack, sociologist of 
religion at the Cluster of 
Excellence “Religion and 
Politics”. “This role has 
fundamentally changed. In 
the Middle Ages, Christia-
nity was the foundation of 

the entire social order. In modern societies, in contrast, 
religion and church have become only one element among 
many”, Prof. Pollack explains. “They have to compete 
against the attraction of secular alternatives.” The book, 
Religion and Social Differentiation. Studies on Religious 
Change in Europe and the USA has been published by 
Mohr Siebeck Press in Tübingen.

In the book, Pollack describes how the social role of reli-
gion has changed throughout history. The transition to 
modernity thus took place at the end of the 18th century. 
“From that point, church and religion have been caught 
up in a process of social differentiation, which they can 
scarcely control to any lasting degree”, Pollack explains. In 
his sociological analysis of this history, he traces religiously 
determined precursors of functional differentiation in the 
Middle Ages, but goes on to examine the religious trans-
formation at the end of the 18th century and the religious 
crises of the 1960s. 

The book concentrates on questions on religion and soci-
ety in Europe, but also looks at the contemporary situ-
ation in the U.S. and Latin America. “Even in the U.S., 
which is often cited as a counter-example against the vali-
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dity of differentiation theory, we can see clear tendencies 
towards secularisation. Religious pluralisation does not 
prevent these tendencies, but on the contrary, strengthens 
them.” According to Prof. Pollack, religion and modernity 
are in powerful tension with one another. “Nevertheless, 
even in highly differentiated, pluralised societies, religious 
communities fulfil socially integrative functions.”

Pollack, Detlef, Rückkehr des Religiösen? Studien zum 
religiösen Wandel in Deutschland und in Europa II, 
Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck 2009.

Religion is back on the 
political agenda of Western 
societies, which is why 
more and more social 
scientists have abandoned 
secularization theories 
which treat religion and 
modernity as contradictory 
and assume the decreasing 
importance of religion in 
modern societies. Detlef 
Pollack questions whether 

and to what extent it is justified to give up the classical 
secularization theory. He asks which alternative models of 
accounting for the religious changes in modern societies 
are available and undertakes first steps in order to test the 
validity of conventional and alternative theoretical models 
empirically. In doing so, he focuses on the religious and 
ecclesiastical developments in Germany since 1945, but 
takes into consideration religious changes in Western and 
Eastern Europe as well. Special emphasis is placed on 
religious changes within German Protestantism in the 
West and the East.

Pollack, Detlef, Olaf Müller, Gergely Rosta, Nils  
Friedrichs, and Alexander Yendell, Grenzen der Tole-
ranz. Wahrnehmung und Akzeptanz religiöser Vielfalt 
in Europa (Veröffentlichungen der Sektion Religions-
soziologie der Deutschen Gesellschaft für Soziologie), 
Wiesbaden: Springer VS 2014.

How do the people in 
Europe look at non-Chris-
tian religions and religious 
communities? Under which 
conditions are religious 
pluralism as well as the 
members of various 
religious groups accepted 
respectively rejected? What 
are the individual and 
contextual factors that 

influence the willingness to religious tolerance and 
appreciation? These are some of the questions the present 
volume addresses on the basis of comparative analyses in 
five European countries.

Content:
 > Perception and acceptance of religious diversity
 > Germany´s pleading for the unequal treatment of  

religious communities
 > The socio-structural profile of Muslims in Germany in 

comparison with Europe 
 > Between acceptance and refusal: reflections on a model 

of religious tolerance
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Pollack, Detlef, and Gergely Rosta, Religion in der 
Moderne. Ein internationaler Vergleich (Religion und 
Moderne, vol. 1), Frankfurt am Main et al.: Campus 
2015.

This is not a book that 
provides a new integrated 
theory of religious change 
in modern societies, but 
one which develops some 
theoretical elements suited 
to make some of the 
contemporary religious 
alterations understood. 
Most of the approaches in 
sociology of religion are 
prone to emphasize either 

processes of religious decline or of religious upswing. The 
secularization theory, for example, might include a couple 
of relevant factors such as functional differentiation, 
economic affluence or social equality in order to account 
for religious change. But the result of its empirical 
analyses seems to be certain in advance, namely that the 
social relevance of religion is decreasing. In contrast, the 
model of the religious market devised by sociologists of 
religion in the U.S. is inclined to detect processes of 
religious upsurge everywhere. This book tries to avoid a 
purely theoretically guided perspective on the phenomena. 
That’s why it does not start with theoretical propositions 
but with questions which of course are theoretically 
framed. The book raises the question of how the social 
significance of religion in its various facets has changed in 
modern societies and wants to explain which factors and 
conditions have contributed to these changes.  In order to 
answer these questions, it carries out several case studies 
(including those from Western and Eastern Europe, South 
Korea, U.S.) which constitute the bulk of the text. Only 
after having done the empirical case studies does it offer 
some generalizing theoretical conclusions relying on the 
insights gained in the empirical studies and proposing 

determining factors and overarching patterns lying behind 
the religious changes in modern societies. To this extent, 
the book does not come up with an all-encompassing 
coherent model like secularization theory or the market 
model but with an empirically based multi-paradigmatic 
perspective. 

It combines empirical analysis and theoretical considera-
tions. Its character is both descriptive and explanatory. It 
does not only comprise case studies, but also international 
comparisons. It mainly uses representative population sur-
veys like the World Value Survey, the International Social 
Survey Program or the Religion Monitor as well as surveys 
conducted by the authors themselves. At the same time 
it integrates historical analyses going back to the 19th 
century.

 > English edition: Religion and Modernity, Oxford: 
Oxford University Press (accepted, forthcoming in 
2017).

Pollack, Detlef, Olaf Müller, and Gert Pickel (eds.), 
The Social Significance of Religion in the Enlarged 
Europe. Secularization, Individualization and Plura-
lization, Farnham: Ashgate 2012 (with contributions 
from Olaf Müller, Detlef Pollack, and Gergely Rosta). 

Engaging with some of the 
central issues in the 
sociology of religion, this 
volume investigates the role 
and significance of chur-
ches and religion in 
contemporary Western and 
Eastern Europe. Based on 
an extensive international 
research project, it provides 
case studies of various 
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countries (including Finland, Ireland, Portugal, Germany, 
Poland, Russia, Estonia, Hungary and Croatia), as well as 
cross-national comparisons. Researching more precisely 
the current social relevance of church and religion at 
different levels, The Social Significance of Religion in the 
Enlarged Europe raises and responds to both descriptive 
and explanatory questions: Can we observe tendencies of 
religious decline in the various Western and Eastern 
European countries? Are we witnessing trends of religious 
individualization? To what extent has there been a reli-
gious upswing in the last few years? And what are the 
factors causing those processes of religious change that can 
be observed? The book is characterised by its broad range 
of data and a coherent conceptual framework, whereby 
each chapter assesses the extent to which three important 
theoretical approaches in the sociology of religion – secu-
larization theory, the market model of religion, and the 
individualization thesis – are applicable to the data. It will 
be of interest to all scholars of sociology, politics and 
religion who explore religious trends and attitudes in 
contemporary Europe.

Preuschaft, Menno, Religion, Nation und Identität. 
Eine Untersuchung des zeitgenössischen saudischen 
Diskurses zum Umgang mit religiöser Pluralität (Kul-
tur, Recht und Politik in muslimischen Gesellschaften, 
vol. 31), Würzburg: Ergon 2014.

Society and politics in Saudi Arabia are based on the close 
relationship between political rulership and an exclusivist 
reading of Islam, generally referred to as "Wahhabism". 
Up to the late 1990s, the ruling family of Al Saud was 
propagating a vision of national identity that was highly 
focused on the “community of common destiny” of the 
Royal Family and its subjects on the one hand, and the 
"Saudi-Wahhabi Umma" as an outstanding characteristic 
of righteousness within the (Muslim) world on the other. 
This vision, however, led to the labelling of non-Wahhabi 

Muslims as false-believers, 
resulting in the marginali-
zation of minority groups 
– first and foremost the 
Saudi Shia – inside the 
kingdom itself. The study 
is examining the intellec-
tual and religious discourse 
on religious – foremost 
inner-Islamic – plurality 
in the framework of the 
Saudi "Center for Natio-

nal Dialogue". Starting with a description of the political 
implications of the Wahhabi religious reform program 
from its very beginning, and the development of political 
and social reform discourse in the 1980s and 1990s, the 
study offers an in-depth analysis of the National Dialogue 
Meetings. Moreover, it offers insights into the thoughts 
of six Saudi religious and intellectual thinkers, both of 
Sunni and of Shia origin. In addition to the high num-
ber of documents and media coverage, that were being 
used as data-base, the author was able to interview higly 
influential figures of Saudi social and political discourse 
of the last 30 years or so, amongst others Salman bin 
Fahd al-Awda and Zaki al-Milad. The study shows that 
Saudi discourse holds a number of innovative and critical 
positions and concepts concerning the established view on 
religious others as well as on national identity. It provides 
deep insights into the lively Saudi debates on citizenship 
and dialogue, rarely presented to a non-Saudi audience.
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Quante, Michael, Die Wirklichkeit des Geistes.  
Studien zu Hegel. Mit einem Vorwort von Robert  
Pippin (suhrkamp taschenbuch wissenschaft, vol. 
1939), Berlin: Suhrkamp 2011. 

Even today the Philosophy 
of Spirit remains one of the 
most vigorously discussed 
aspects of Hegel’s system. 
The theoretical potential of 
its answers to the challen-
ges of modernity, however, 
is far from having been 
exhausted. In his book,  
Die Wirklichkeit des Geistes. 
Studien zu Hegel, Michael 
Quante, Professor of 
Philosophy at the Cluster 

of Excellence “Religion and Politics”, analyses the funda-
mental principles and central theses of Hegel’s Philosophy 
of Spirit in light of current discussions in European and 
Anglo-American philosophy. His discussion centres on the 
Phenomenology of Spirit and the Elements of the Philosophy 
of Right. In these two works Hegel developed the central 
ideas of his practical philosophy (for example, Action, 
Personhood, and Will) and explored the ways in which 
ethical norms and social institutions could be accounted 
for between the poles of individual autonomy and social 
embeddedness.

 > Italian edition: La Realtà Dello Spirito. Studi su Hegel. 
Con una prefazione di Robert Pippin. A cura di 
Francesca Menegoni. Traduzione e apparati di  
Giovanna Miolli e Federico Sanguinetti. Milan:  
FrancoAngeli 2016.

 > Ungarian edition: 2017
 > Japanese and Spanish edition: forthcoming 2018
 > French Edition: forthcoming 2019

Reuter, Astrid, Religion in der verrechtlichten Gesell-
schaft. Rechtskonflikte und öffentliche Kontrover-
sen um Religion als Grenzarbeiten am religiösen Feld 
(Critical Studies in Religion / Religionswissenschaft 
(CSRRW), vol. 005), Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Rup-
recht 2014.

A new study by the 
Religious Studies scholar 
Dr Astrid Reuter, from the 
Cluster of Excellence 
“Religion and Politics”, 
examines legal conflicts 
over religion in Germany 
and the public controver-
sies about them. In her 
book, Religion in a Juridi-
fied Society: Legal Conflicts 
and Public Controversies 

over Religion as Boundary Work in the Religious Field, she 
looks at selected recent legal conflicts and public contro-
versies over religion in Germany and interprets them as, 
“political conflicts over defining the borders of the 
religious field.” Examples include the conflict over crucifi-
xes in Bavarian schools, head-covering for female Muslim 
teachers and the introduction of ethics classes in Berlin 
and Brandenburg. The book has been published by 
Vandenhoek & Ruprecht Press, Göttingen.

“Human rights have increased in importance worldwide 
since the second half of the twentieth century,” Dr Reuter 
explains. For this reason law has become an increasingly 
important factor in the religious field. The human right 
to freedom of religion is increasingly made claim to, but 
according to Dr Reuter, this poses a dilemma: “Freedom 
of religion can only be given to those who have a religion. 
But what is religion? And who has the right to define reli-
gion?” Dr Reuter argues that these questions supply the 
backdrop to numerous conflicts and public controversies 
over religion. “In legal conflicts over religion, the basic 
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human right to freedom of religion can only be granted 
when judges decide on what is meant as a religion by this 
right. But by doing so they become participants in the 
conflicts over the borders of the religious field,” Dr Reuter 
explains, “They intervene in the right of religion to define 
itself and therefore into the freedom of religion.”

The study consists of Dr Reuter’s postdoctoral degree 
thesis (Habilitationsschrift), which she completed as part 
of the Cluster research project, C23: Religion in Juridified 
Society. Legal Conflicts and Public Controversy about 
Religion in Germany in International Comparison.

Reuter, Hans-Richard, Recht und Frieden. Beiträge 
zur politischen Ethik (Öffentliche Theologie, vol. 28), 
Leipzig: Evangelische Verlagsanstalt 2013.

To provide for law and 
peace by means of the 
threat and exercise of 
power is – according to 
Protestant doctrine – one 
of the tasks of the state, 
which must be fulfilled 
autonomously but ethically. 
At the beginning of the 
21st century the lines of 
conflict between law and 
justice, peace and violence, 

religion and politics have intensified. They are the subject 
of controversial debates, which point to basic problems of 
political ethics. The contributions of this volume analyze 
the traditions of the Protestant understanding of law and 
justice, war and peace, and develop the model of a just 
peace based on the idea of human rights. Furthermore, 
they are concerned with disputed issues such as a legiti-
mate use of military force, but also a liberal legal order of 
the relationship between state and religion.

Rox, Barbara, Schutz religiöser Gefühle im freiheitli-
chen Verfassungsstaat? (Jus Ecclesiasticum, vol. 101), 
Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck 2012. 

How does the liberal 
constitutional state deal 
with heavy criticism of 
religion in public and with 
its impact? Are there legal 
possibilities or even duties 
to solve the problems 
related? As far as German 
constitutional law is 
concerned, the theory of a 
conflict of fundamental 
rights is predominant to 

describe the legal constellation. The person that heavily 
criticizes religious ideas or insults religious adherents 
invokes his or her fundamental subjective right to freedom 
of expression. On the other hand, people who feel 
insulted and marginalized by heavy criticism refer to the 
fundamental right to freedom of religion. Based on that, 
they ask the state – the authorities, courts or parliament 
– for assistance or even intervention. The study examines 
the content of the fundamental subjective rights to 
freedom of expression and freedom of religion as well as 
their specific effects. This analysis challenges the viability 
of the theory of a conflict of rights. Furthermore, it 
provides the basis for an evaluation of the law already in 
effect. In this sphere, special attention is turned to Ger-
man criminal law where the insult of religious ideas is 
only punished as far as it is suitable to disturb public or 
social peace. At this point, it becomes evident that heavy 
criticism of religious ideas and insult of religious adherents 
evokes serious dangers for the principle of monopolization 
of violence on behalf of the state and also for integration. 
Due to this connection the study also focuses on the 
existence and the content of objective constitutional 
principles which might restrict the speaker’s right to 
freedom of expression.
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Sacarcelik, Osman, Rechtsfragen islamischer Zertifi-
kate (Sukuk) (Schriften zum Gesellschafts-, Bank- und 
Kapitalmarktrecht, vol. 43), Baden-Baden: Nomos 
2013.

Sukuk is a securitised 
capital markets instrument 
in the field of Islamic 
Finance which is also 
gaining attention in 
Europe. One of the major 
reasons behind the emer-
gence of Sukuk as an 
alternative to interest based 
debt instruments is the 
prohibition of interest and 
speculation in Islamic law 

as well as the principle of profit and loss sharing. Sukuk 
can be used for corporate, project or real estate finance 
purposes. The product variety ranges from simple bond-
like structures to complex structured instruments. Based 
on the most common Sukuk types, the legal and regula-
tory framework for Sukuk issuances under German law is 
analysed in the thesis. Sukuk has been developed by 
international legal and market practice involving various 
legal subject matters. Therefore, capital markets, contrac-
tual and insolvency law issues are scrutinized taking a 
comparative law approach.

Schaffrick, Matthias, In der Gesellschaft des Autors. 
Religiöse und politische Inszenierungen von Autor-
schaft (Reihe Siegen. Beiträge zur Literatur-, Sprach- 
und Medienwissenschaft, vol. 171), Heidelberg: Uni-
versitätsverlag Winter 2014.

The book In der Gesellschaft 
des Autors by Matthias 
Schaffrick explores religious 
and political dimensions of 
authorship. Authorship, i.e. 
writing and publishing 
texts, is unterstood as a 
strategy of self-authorisa-
tion. Starting from this 
assumption Schaffrick 
analyses the characteristic 
of these strategies in texts 

by the German author Martin Mosebach, the former 
German chancellor Helmut Schmidt and the theologian 
Joseph Ratzinger and later Pope Benedict XVI. Doing so, 
the book asks from a philological point of view, how their 
religious and political representations of authorship fit 
into the image of a secular or post-secular society. Schaf-
frick concludes that – according to the famous Böcken-
förde-dilemma – authorship is part of the social prerequi-
sites which the state cannot guarantee itself. In contrast to 
Michel Foucault, who focuses on the relation between 
author and text in his seminal reflections on the question 
of “What is an Author”, Schaffrick argues for the social 
– not only literary, but also religious and political – 
impact of authorship.
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Scheliha, Arnulf von, Protestantische Ethik des  
Politischen, Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck 2013.

The Protestant theologian 
and social ethicist, Prof. 
Arnulf von Scheliha of the 
Cluster of Excellence 
“Religion and Politics” has 
provided the first compre-
hensive description in sixty 
years of political ethics in 
German Protestantism, 
from the Reformation to 
the present. On this basis, 
Prof. Scheliha develops a 

systematic doctrine of principles and examines contem-
porary issues of political ethics.

Working from a concept of politics rooted in action the-
ory, in the historical section of the book he presents the 
history of political ethics from the Reformation to the 
Evangelical Church in Germany’s 1985 memorandum 
on democracy. “A focus of the book is the change in the 
understanding of the state, which required adapting the 
Reformation doctrine of the two ways of God’s reign,” the 
scholar explains. He grants particular importance to the 
contributions of theological liberalism and the Enlighten-
ment, as represented by thinkers such as Friedrich Schlei-
ermacher, Richard Rothe and Ernst Troeltsch. “They con-
tributed decisively to solving the philosophical problems 
that this change posed.”

The social ethicist develops a systematic doctrine of 
principles as it relates to the present, and reveals how the 
concept of Christian freedom leads to a theory of duties, 
goods and virtue. “The interpretation of freedom as an 
ethical duty can be divided into various dimensions: 
human dignity, culture, responsibility, and justice,” Prof. 
Scheliha explains. At the centre of his discussion lie civil 
society, democracy and a concept of justice interpreted in 

procedural-ethical terms. To explain his ethical doctrine 
of virtue, the theologian develops a concept of Christian 
responsibility and discusses its significance for political 
action in a civil society and in the modern multi-level 
state. In the final section, the author deals with crucial 
topics in the present political discourse and substantiates 
the scope of the approach with examples such as ‘Ostra-
cism of Violence and Creation of a Just Peace’, ‘Europe’ 
and ‘Good Governance’.

Schmidt-Leukel, Perry, Religious Pluralism and  
Interreligious Theology. The Gifford Lectures – An 
Extended Edition, Maryknoll (NY): Orbis Press 2017.

In this expanded version of 
his 2015 Gifford Lectures, 
Perry Schmidt-Leukel 
argues that “religious 
pluralism” finds its natural 
outcome in the prospect of 
doing theology inter-reli-
giously. “Religious plura-
lism” refers to an attitude 
with recognizes that other 
religions constitute diffe-
rent but nevertheless 

equally valid and often complementary paths of salvation 
or liberation. This view has significant political implica-
tions in as much as religious claims to their exclusive or 
superior truth are often at the bottom of the potential for 
interreligious conflicts. The book presents and discusses 
the development of pluralist positions within Christianity, 
Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism and Chinese 
Religions. With the acknowledgment of the religious 
other’s equal validity theological reflection can no longer 
be exclusively based on one’s own religious tradition but 
needs to be practiced inter-religiously. The book argues 
and demonstrates how this objective is supported by what 
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the author identifies as a “fractal” structure of religious 
diversity, that is, major differences and distinctions 
between the religious reappear at the level of intra-reli-
gious diversity. Thus, inter-religious theology is conti-
nuous with intra-religious ecumenical theology. Religions 
are neither all the same, nor are they radically different. 
They resemble each other precisely in their inner diversity 
– an insight which might become the basis of all future 
theology.

 > A German and a Chinese translation are at planning 
stage.

Schmidt-Leukel, Perry, Transformation by Integration. 
How Inter-Faith Encounter Changes Christianity, Lon-
don: SCM Press 2009. 

The contemporary encoun-
ter between different 
religions which is increasin-
gly taking place both at a 
global and local level 
creates new challenges to 
each one among them. On 
the one hand a growing 
potential of interreligious 
tension and conflict can be 
observed, on the other 
hand there is an intensify-

ing process of religious interpenetration and transforma-
tion. The first part of the book focusses on various facets 
of this complex situation. It discusses the religious roots of 
interreligious conflicts, the need for interreligious tole-
rance (in the sense of toleration) but also its difference 
from possible interreligious appreciation. It considers 
interreligious interpenetration with respect to the pheno-
menon of multi-religious hybrid identities, syncretistic 
developments and comparative, interreligious theology. 

The second part of the book specifies some of these more 
general aspect with regard to the transformation of 
Christian self-understanding in the course of its encounter 
with Buddhism. The epilogue of the book argues for the 
possibility and need to study religious transformation 
processes with a religious interest.

 > Chinese edition: fothcoming 2017.

Sieg, Christian, and Martina Wagner-Egelhaaf (eds.), 
Autorschaften im Spannungsfeld von Religion und 
Politik (Religion und Politik, vol. 8), Würzburg: Ergon 
2014 (with contributions from Matthias Schaffrick, 
Christian Sieg, and Martina Wagner-Egelhaaf ).

The contributions to this 
volume analyze the inter-
textual and social contexts 
of authorship. Along these 
lines, authorship is concep-
tualized not as origin but as 
effect of literary works. The 
chapters show how author-
ship is generated between 
the conflicting poles of 
religion and politics. As 

various literary works exemplify: religious and political 
semantics legitimate authorship from antiquity to moder-
nity. The contributions focus on literature of the 20th and 
21st century and ask if and how we can differentiate 
between religious and political aspects of authorship. After 
an introduction by the editors, Christian Sieg’s contribu-
tion draws attention to the immediate postwar era where 
political authorship draws on the critique of religion and 
the provocative identification with nihilism. Subsequently, 
Philipp Pabst shows how in the 1950s the very attempt to 
criminalize Arno Schmidt’s literary texts as blasphemy 
urged the author to adopt a model of authorship which 
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aimed at the provocation of religious and political conser-
vatives. In his contribution, Christoph Pflaumbaum 
points to a text by Wolfgang Hildesheimer which at the 
peak of the student revolution in 1968 turns away from 
politics to religion and uses religious exercises as a 
medium to reflect authorship. Martina Wagner-Egelhaaf 
analyzes the religious dimension of Peter Handke’s texts 
on Yugoslavia which created political scandals in the 
1990s. Matthias Schaffrick then shows how an essay by 
Carl Schmitt helps to understand Martin Mosebach’s 
authorship. In particular, Mosebach’s novel Das Beben 
(2005) discusses political theology. Innokentij Kreknin 
reads Christian Kracht’s novels as instances of aesthetic 
fundamentalism which determines his authorship as well. 
Kracht, the contribution argues, constructs the author as 
an aesthetic object and thereby detaches him from the 
political realm. The last two contributions widen the focus 
of the volume and take British as well as American authors 
into account. Florian Kläger scrutinizes the ways in which 
Martin Amis comments on the return of religion after 
9/11. Amis, he argues, pits the dialogic nature of the novel 
against religious fundamentalism. Anna Thiemann finally 
reads Jonathan Franzen’s novels The Corrections (2001) 
and Freedom (2010) against the backdrop of the American 
civil religion (Robert Bellah) and shows how the tensions 
between politics and religion unfold in these works.

Siep, Ludwig: Der Staat als irdischer Gott. Genese  
und Relevanz einer Hegelschen Idee, Tübingen: Mohr 
Siebeck 2015.

Der Staat als irdischer Gott 
(The state as a worldly God) 
is the title of a newly 
published work by philoso-
pher Prof. Dr. Ludwig Siep 
of the Cluster of Excellence 
“Religion and Politics”. 
Religious and secular 
positions quarrel about a 
religious fundament for the 
state in order to limit its 
claims to ultimate autho-

rity. The genesis of this “absolute” claim has a long history 
in modern age political philosophy, culminating with 
Hegel. The conception aims at liberating the state both 
from religion and economic interests. But the very human 
rights which the state claims to protect against these 
“competitors” are endangered by limitless state sove-
reignty. Consequences from this development can be 
drawn in contemporary discussions about the “return of 
religion”. The secular state remains necessary for the 
protection of basic rights. But it can refrain from any 
“civil-religious” aura if religions engage for human rights 
and accept the neutral state. To restrict the power of  
the global economy, on the other hand, states have to re - 
nounce part of their sovereignty for international organi-
sations – without producing “failed states”, however.
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Sinn, Simone, Religiöser Pluralismus im Werden.  
Religionspolitische Kontroversen und theologische 
Perspektiven von Christen und Muslimen in Indone-
sien (Dogmatik in der Moderne, vol. 8), Tübingen: 
Mohr Siebeck 2014.

Shaping religious pluralism 
is a pivotal task in contem-
porary societies. The 
challenges involved become 
particularly apparent in 
societies in transition. As 
an example of this, Simone 
Sinn studies religious 
pluralism in Indonesia, a 
country in which after 
Suharto's resignation in 
1998 religio-political issues 

were discussed exhaustively in public. The study's 
approach from the perspective of discourse analysis shows 
the interpretive patterns and narratives in Islam and 
Christianity which have a formative influence on the 
understanding of religious pluralism in Indonesia. The 
systematic-theological reflection deals with core questions 
of political ethics and of the theology of religions. It 
identifies the experience of vulnerability as a central 
challenge in religious pluralism and provides a theological 
discussion of the appropriate understanding of human 
beings' agency.

Spohn, Ulrike, Den säkularen Staat neu denken. 
Politik und Religion bei Charles Taylor (Religion und 
Moderne, vol. 4), Frankfurt am Main et al.: Campus 
2016.

The concept of the „secular state“ is the classic response 
of Western political thinking to religious diversity as a 
challenge to modern societies. The actual meaning of this 

general formula, however, 
has become the subject of 
a controversial debate in 
political theory. The book 
addresses the question 
about the implications 
of secularism as a state 
principle for the role of 
religious arguments in the 
public sphere. Liberal theo-
ries of public reason, which 
take an exclusionary stance 

towards religion, are discussed critically with regard to 
their premises and the whole background understanding 
of modernity from which they spring. Closely considering 
Charles Taylor’s writings on secularism and modernity, 
the book discusses what the notion of the “secular state” 
implies for the handling of religious arguments (and sym-
bols) in the public sphere.

Thamer, Hans-Ulrich, and Simone Erpel (eds.),  
Hitler und die Deutschen: Volksgemeinschaft und 
Verbrechen. Eine Ausstellung der Stiftung Deutsches 
Historisches Museum, Berlin. 15. Oktober 2010 bis  
6. Februar 2011, Dresden: Sandstein 2010.

There is no end to the 
discussion about Hitler. 
More than sixty-five years 
after the end of the Nazi 
regime Hitler and his 
National Socialism still 
remain explosive issues. 
Every generation poses 
similar questions: How was 
Hitler’s rise possible? How 
could Hitler and National 
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Socialism, both responsible for war, crimes and genocide, 
count on widespread acceptance by German society until 
the very end? Why were so many Germans willing to align 
their conduct with the „Führer“ and thus actively support 
the Nazi dictatorship?

This volume, based on the first historical exhibition focus-
sing on Hitler, seeks answers to these questions by exami-
ning not only the phenomenon of Hitler’s power, but also 
German society. Leading international researchers analyse 
the mechanisms of Nazi rule, as well as the aesthetics of 
Nazi policy and of Nazi national community, the function 
of Nazism as a political religion as well as the development 
of Nazi terror.

Walter, Christian, Janbernd Oebbecke, Antje von 
Ungern-Sternberg, and Moritz Indenhuck (eds.), 
Die Einrichtung von Beiräten für Islamische Studien 
(Schriften zum Religionsrecht, vol. 2), Baden-Baden: 
Nomos 2011.

Based on the Recommen-
dations of the German 
Council of Science and 
Humanities on the 
“Further development of 
the theologies and sciences 
concerned with religions” 
of January 2010 the book 
takes up the suggestion to 
establish “Advisory Boards 
for Islamic Studies” which 
could be entrusted with the 

task of ensuring the constitutionally required cooperation 
of Muslim communities. The authors of the book develop 
and comment on a model regulation which may be used 
by decision makers in Universities and at the political level 

when establishing Institutes for Islamic Studies. It is also 
meant as a contribution to the ongoing debate on how to 
integrate Islam under the German constitution.

Welling, Lioba Ilona Luisa, Genetisches Enhancement. 
Grenzen der Begründungsressourcen des säkularen 
Rechtsstaates?, Berlin et al.: Springer 2014.

Rapid developments in the 
life sciences have recently 
sparked increasing debates 
regarding alterations of 
human nature. This 
process, the very effects of 
which seem to endanger 
this nature itself, has 
reached new levels by not 
only allowing for therapeu-
tic treatments, but also 
providing for the improve-
ment of our genetic 

dispositions. Because these developments hold such 
tremendous importance regarding the collective identity, 
self-understanding and self-perception of humankind, 
they have triggered an ever-growing number of ethical, 
political and legal debates, all of which reveal far-reaching 
controversies. The author discusses the current legal 
permissibility of procedures aiming at improving the 
human genome and analyzes options for future legal 
ruling taking into account various, not only legal, aspects. 
She raises the question of which sources suffice to justify a 
legal prohibition of techniques of genetic enhancement, 
i.e. whether an indisposability of the natural and contin-
gent human genome can be justified in a secular, reli-
giously neutral and constitutional legal system, or if such 
an inviolability of the nature of humankind can only be 
safeguarded by a state which - opposing John Rawls' 
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doctrine of Political Liberalism, which requires the liberal 
constitutional state to solely rely on the principle of public 
justification - does not refrain from religious and transcen-
dent foundations for legal rulings. In other words, has the 
secular legal system reached its systematic limits when it 
comes to current bioethical challenges?

Willems, Ulrich, Wertkonflikte als Herausforderung 
der Demokratie, Wiesbaden: Springer VS 2015.

In his new monograph, 
Prof. Ulrich Willems from 
the Cluster of Excellence 
“Religion and Politics” 
examines the challenge 
posed to democracy by 
conflicts over values. In this 
study, the author demonst-
rates that even in questions 
of values, specific kinds of 
compromise are, contrary 

to currently accepted opinion, amenable to forming the 
core of a strategy to soften conflicts over such values. After 
critically confronting the model of liberal political theory 
for dealing with conflicts over values, the book makes a 
plea to orient the political order of morally pluralistic 
societies towards the idea of a “modus vivendi”.

The author begins by systematically reconstructing previ-
ous approaches towards and theories about the democratic 
regulation of conflicts and makes a proposal towards iden-
tifying the logic and dynamics of conflicts over values. In 
a second step, he analyses empirical evidence for the suc-
cess of the existing conventional and alternative conflict 
management procedures, in order to assess their suitability 
for resolving conflicts over values. The third part of the 
study is dedicated to the question of the political order of 
plural societies.

Willems, Ulrich, Detlef Pollack, Helene Basu, Tho-
mas Gutmann, and Ulrike Spohn (eds.), Moderne und 
Religion: Kontroversen um Modernität und Säkulari-
sierung, Bielefeld: Transcript 2013 (with contributions 
from Helene Basu, Thomas Gutmann, Detlef Pollack, 
Ulrike Spohn, Martina Wagner-Egelhaaf, and Ulrich 
Willems).

Is secularization an integral 
part of modernity? In this 
volume, renowned social 
and cultural scientists, 
historians and philosophers 
present different approa-
ches to an analytical 
understanding of moder-
nity and the role of religion 
in modern societies. 
Thereby, this book makes a 
contribution to current 

discussions about unity and plurality in modernity, its 
universality and contingency as well as about the compati-
bility of religion with modernity and the continuous 
tension between the two.
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Wolf, Hubert, Die Nonnen von Sant‘Ambrogio. Eine 
wahre Geschichte, München: C. H. Beck, 4th edition 
2013.

The attempted murder of 
an aristocratic nun in the 
Roman convent of 
Sant’Ambrogio triggered an 
inquisitorial investigation, 
the development of which 
exceeded all the judges’ 
fears: nuns who fell into 
peculiar conditions 
hovering between sexual 
and mystical ecstasy, 
novices who were raped, 
confessors who blessed via 

French kissing, suspicious persons who were got rid of 
– all this turned out to have happened for decades and for 
the greater glory of God and the Virgin Mary. The site of 
these events was only a stone’s throw away from the 
Vatican, and important guests repeatedly stayed overnight 
and protected the convent. 

The records of this unparalleled inquisitorial investigation 
were to disappear into the depths of the Vatican archives 
forever. Nobody could know that they were going to be 
made accessible to research a hundred years later – and 
that Hubert Wolf would track them down. He reconst-
ructs the trial against the nuns and the confessors from the 
meticulous transcripts, thus revealing Sant’Ambrogio’s sec-
ret, which, due to the direct involvement of the Vatican’s 
top theologians and the Pope himself, continues to have 
explosive power until today.

 > French edition: Le Vice et la Grâce. L'affaire des religi-
euses de Sant'Ambrogio, Paris: Éditions du Seuil 2013.

 > Italian edition: Il vizio e la grazia. Lo scandalo delle 
monache di Sant’Ambrogio, Milan: Libri Mondadori 
2015.

 > English edition (UK): The Nuns of Sant’Ambrogio: the 
True Story of a Convent in Scandal, Oxford: Oxford 
University Press 2015.

 > English edition (US): The Nuns of Sant’Ambrogio: the 
True Story of a Convent in Scandal, New York: Pen-
guin Random House 2016.

 > Korean edition: 성 암브로시오 성당의 수녀들 
1858년 하느님의 성전에서 벌어진 최초의 종교 
스캔들, Seoul: Sigma Books 2016.

Wolf, Hubert, Papst und Teufel. Die Archive des  
Vatikan und das Dritte Reich, München: C. H. Beck, 
2nd edition 2009 (2012 Paperback edition).

The Vatican’s dealings with 
the Weimar Republic and 
the Third Reich have long 
been swathed in myth and 
speculation. After almost 
seventy years, the crucial 
documents for the years 
leading up to 1939 were 
finally made accessible, 
revealing the bitter conflicts 
that raged behind the walls 
of the Vatican. Anti-Semi-

tes and philo-Semites, adroit diplomats and dogmatic 
fundamentalists, influential local bishops and powerful 
cardinals argued passionately over the best way to contend 
with the intellectual and political currents of the modern 
age: liberalism, communism, fascism, and National 
Socialism. Hubert Wolf explains why a philo-Semite 
association was dissolved, while at the same time anti-
Semitism was not condemned, how the Vatican concluded 
a concordat with the Third Reich in 1933, why Hitler’s 
Mein Kampf was never prohibited by the Church and 
which factors surrounded the Pope’s “silence” on the 
persecution of the Jews.
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 > Italian edition: Il papa e il diavolo. Il Vaticano e il Terzo 
Reich, Rome: Donzelli 2008. 

 > French edition: Le pape et le diable. Pie XII, le Vatican 
et Hitler: les révélations des archives, Paris: CNRS-Édi-
tions 2009. 

 > Catalan edition: El Papa i el diable. El Vaticà i el Tercer 
Reich, Lleida: Pagès editors 2009. 

 > English edition: Pope and Devil. The Vatican’s Archive 
and the Third Reich, Cambridge (MA): Harvard Uni-
versity Press 2010. 

 > Hungarian edition: A Pápa és az Ördög. A Vatikáni 
levéltárak és a Harmadik Birodalom, Budapest: Szent 
István Társulat 2010. 
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Althoff, Gerd (ed.), Frieden stiften. Vermittlung und 
Konfliktlösung vom Mittelalter bis heute, Darmstadt: 
Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft 2011 (with con-
tributions from Rainer Albertz, Gerd Althoff, Alfons 
Fürst, Barbara Stollberg-Rilinger, Martina Wagner-
Egelhaaf, Christian Walter, Ulrich Willems, and 
Hubert Wolf ).

This book is the result of a 
series of lectures which 
established a short history 
of mediation. From 
antiquity to medieval, early 
modern and modern times 
experts followed the theory 
and practice of peace-
making and found compa-
rable practices in different 
epochs which make clear 
that the mediator, who tries 

to end conflicts by convincing the parties of a peaceful 
solution, is not a modern phenomenon. The function has 
medieval and early modern predecessors which worked 
with very similar methods as their contemporary succes-
sors do. It was very necessary to elucidate this forgotten 
history.

Angenendt, Arnold, Toleranz und Gewalt: Das  
Christentum zwischen Bibel und Schwert, Münster: 
Aschendorff, 7th edition 2014. 

In his book Toleranz und Gewalt Arnold Angenendt 
takes up the controversies of recent historical accusations 
against Christianity. The list of charges contains a huge 
set of ‘mortal sins’ such as: body and gender hostility, 
unsubstantiated feelings of guilt, a claim for the truth 
of faith – and thus intolerance, the acknowledgement of 

the crusaders as assistants 
to the murder of inno-
cent Muslims, the Inqui-
sition and its torturing 
and burning of ‘heretics’ 
and ‘witches’, the mission 
understood as a ‘colonial 
war’. Finally, the general 
treatment of the Jews (anti-
Judaism) is believed to be 
the precursor to the Holo-
caust. Hence, Christianity 

is said to have left a ‘blood trail’ of nine million victims in 
history. On a broad factual basis, Angenendt confidently 
presents what religious, cultural and general historical 
research of the last twenty years has revealed about those 
accusations. The results are remarkable.

Basu, Helene, and Gerd Althoff (eds.), Rituale der 
Amtseinsetzung. Inaugurationen in verschiedenen 
Epochen, Kulturen, politischen Systemen und  
Religionen (Religion und Politik, vol. 11), Würzburg: 
Ergon 2015.

The book goes back to a 
series of lectures in which 
experts analyzed inaugura-
tion-rituals in different 
epochs and cultures. The 
result is an overview of 
forms and functions of 
rituals which support a new 
beginning by examining 
relations, rights and duties 
and promising the good 

will of all participants. Despite many differences the 
common focus of these attempts is the concentration on 
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the relation of religion and politics in these rituals on the 
one hand and the question of how much stage-play is 
hidden in the performance of these rituals on the other.

Bauer, Thomas, Die Kultur der Ambiguität. Eine 
andere Geschichte des Islams. Berlin: Verlag der Welt-
religionen 2011.

In his book, Prof. Thomas 
Bauer, professor of Islamic 
Studies in the Cluster of 
Excellence “Religion and 
Politics”, tells ‘a different 
story of Islam’; the result: 
for centuries, Islam was 
much more tolerant 
towards various values and 
claims to truth than the 
West thinks. The author 
sheds light on 1000 years 
of Arabic-Islamic cultural 

history, from religion, law and politics, through literature 
and art, to the treatment of sexuality and minorities.

Bauer aims at contradicting the distorted image of Islam 
as politically and religiously dogmatic, intolerant and pru-
dish, which the West has created to be its ‘replacement’ 
enemy since the fall of the Eastern Bloc. Under the title, 
The Culture of Ambiguity, Bauer describes how Arabic-
Islamic societies allowed contradictory norms to exist side 
by side, whether in the interpretation of the Koran, sexual 
morality, poetry, law or political debates.

“It was 19th-century colonialism that first put pressure on 
the Middle East to define unambiguous norms, like the 
West did,” the historian argues. If Islamism today promo-
tes a narrow claim to truth, it learnt this attitude from the 

West. “It is only superficially a return to ‘traditional Isla-
mic values’.” Thus today ideas are considered Islamic that 
in reality are fragments of Victorian morality. 

It follows from the author’s conclusions that it is wrong 
to talk of a “re-Islamisation” in the 20th century. Instead, 
Islamism is “the creation of a new, intolerant, ideological 
Islam”, which takes its cue from the totalitarian structures 
of earlier western ideologies which showed no patience for 
any variety of viewpoints. In the West that changed after 
1968: “But the Islamic world missed out on this transfor-
mation. Islam is not lacking an Enlightenment, as Europe 
had in the 18th century, but the revolt of 1968.”

New editions: 6th unchanged edition
 > Slovenian edition: Kultura dvoumnosti. Drugačna zgo-

dovina islama, Ljubljana: Založba Krtina 2014.
 > Arabic edition: خيرات رخآ مالسإلل .ةفاقث سابتلالا 

.Cologne et al.: Al-Kamel 2017 ,.وحن
 > English Edition: The Culture of Ambiguity – An Alter-

native History of Islam, New York (Columbia Univer-
sity Press), forthcoming 2018.

Bayertz, Kurt, Der aufrechte Gang. Eine Geschichte 
des anthropologischen Denkens, München: C. H. 
Beck, 3rd edition 2014. 

The book is the first to give a comprehensive account 
of the history of the interpretation of upright posture. 
It shows that upright posture (i) has been extensively 
considered in philosophical anthropology from antiquity 
to today; and that it (ii) has never been seen as a solely 
anatomical fact, but has been widely used as a vehicle of 
human self-interpretation. In antiquity it counted as proof 
of the privileged position of humans in the cosmos; in 
the modern world it is often seen as a source of risk. The 
book includes the metaphorical use of "upright" ("X is an 
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upright person") alongside 
its literal meaning with 
its anatomical etc. impli-
cations. It encompasses 
anthropological thinking 
in a broad sense: focussing 
on philosophical interpre-
tations of upright posture, 
it also considers scientific, 
theological and literary 
sources and shows impor-
tant interrelations beween 
these branches of thought.

Casper, Matthias, Norbert Oberauer, and Fabian 
Wittreck (eds.), Was vom Wucher übrigbleibt. Zinsver-
bote im historischen und interkulturellen Vergleich, 
Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck 2014 (with contributions 
from Matthias Casper, Norbert Oberauer, Osman 
Sacarcelik, and Fabian Wittreck).

From the start, the prohibi-
tion of interest has evoked 
a strange fascination. 
Archaic and seemingly 
irrational, it stands irrecon-
cilably opposed to the 
functional logic of modern 
financial markets that has 
been accepted as self-evi-
dent. The current revival of 
the prohibition of interest 
in the form of “Islamic 

finance” in a culture whose religious traditions scorn or at 
least limit interest rate deals requires further analysis 
against this backdrop. The eight articles in this book 
examine Islamic interest regulations by taking a two-pron-
ged approach: looking at the historical context as well as 

comparing the Islamic traditions regarding interest to 
those of other religions. The articles base the analysis of 
the problem of interest and usury and of the phenomenon 
of “Islamic banking” on the perspective of the history of 
law and philosophy of law, the study of the Old Testa-
ment as well as Islamic studies, the stock corporation law 
and Christian social teaching. Thus, in his contribution 
Fabian Wittreck deals with the legal framework and the 
relevance of philosophy-based prohibitions of interest. 
Analyzing the prohibition of interest and the waiving of 
debts as elements of social policy in the Torah, Eckart 
Otto contributes to the book by adding the perspective of 
Judaism. Hans-Jürgen Becker focuses on the prohibition 
of interest in the Latin Middle Ages and describes the 
development in Christianity. Matthias Casper writes 
about the search for traces of the prohibition of interest in 
stock corporation law with its ban of interest for share-
holders, and Joachim Wiemeyer concentrates his work on 
interest and usury in Christian social teaching. Norbert 
Oberauer examines the historical roots and the philoso-
phical foundation of the Islamic ribā ban, and Volker 
Nienhaus looks at the Islamic prohibition of interest and 
the development of sharia-conform financing techniques. 
The Islamic-normative concept of the distribution of risk 
and its breach, using the Islamic certificates (sukuk) as an 
example, is the topic of Osman Sacarcelik’s work. Islamic 
finance is also the topic of Philipp Wackerbeck’s analysis, 
examining its development and market potential.
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Detlef Pollack, Gabriel, Karl, and Christel Gärtner 
(eds.), Umstrittene Säkularisierung. Soziologische  
und historische Analysen zur Differenzierung von  
Religion und Politik, Berlin: Berlin University  
Press, 2nd edition 2014 (with contributions from  
Gerd Althoff, Olaf Blaschke, Daniel Bogner, Karl  
Gabriel, Christel Gärtner, André Krischer, Matthias 
Pohlig, Detlef Pollack, Sita Steckel, and Barbara 
Stollberg-Rilinger). 

The secularization theory 
assumes that moderniza-
tion in its various facets 
leads to a loss of impor-
tance of religion and 
church in present times. 
This thesis, a core concept 
of the classical sociological 
theory, has become a 
matter of controversial 
discussion in the last 15 
years. While some sociolo-
gists, political scientists and 

historians still maintain these fundamental assumptions, 
voices are getting louder from those who point to the 
increased visibility in the mass media and the rise in 
political relevance of religions in order to question the 
correlation between modernization and secularization 
implied by secularization theory. Above all, they criticize 
the deterministic tendencies of secularization theory. 
Furthermore, there is criticism of some of its basic 
theoretical premises such as, for example, the theory of 
functional differentiation: Does the differentiation of 
religion and politics, of religion and science, of religion 
and law, really necessarily coincide with a decrease of the 
social importance of religion in modern societies? 

This edited volume subjects fundamental statements of 
the secularization theory to a historical review. Sociologists 
and historians collaborate in working out to what extent 
the image of an increasing differentiation of religion and 
politics applied to the last centuries needs to be revised.

Grundmann, Regina, and Assaad Elias Kattan (eds.), 
Jenseits der Tradition? Tradition und Traditionskri-
tik in Judentum, Christentum und Islam (Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam – Tension, Transmission, 
Transformation, vol. 2), Berlin: De Gruyter 2015 (with 
contributions from Gerd Althoff, Regina Grundmann, 
Assaad E. Kattan, Hermut Löhr, Klaus Müller, Perry 
Schmidt-Leukel, and Jürgen Werbick).

From different research 
perspectives of a number of 
various disciplines, the 
volume examines the 
interplay between tradition 
and criticism of tradition in 
Judaism, Christianity, and 
Islam, an interplay that has 
significantly shaped the 
development of the three 
religions. The contributions 
focus on the diverse 

historical and contemporary manifestations of criticism of 
tradition, as well as on the dynamic processes that led to 
such criticism, and they illustrate that criticism of reli-
gious traditions can become an integral part of tradition 
itself.

 > New edition: 2016 as paperback (De Gruyter).
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Hölscher, Lucian, Protestantische Frömmigkeit in 
Deutschland – zwischen Reformation und säkularer 
Gesellschaft (Blumenberg-Vorlesungen, vol. 1),  
Freiburg im Breisgau: Herder 2017.

The first volume of the new 
book series “Blumenberg-
Vorlesungen” (Blumenberg 
lectures) of the Cluster of 
Excellence “Religion and 
Politics” has now been 
published by Herder 
Verlag. The historian and 
first Hans Blumenberg 
Visiting professor, Prof. Dr. 
Lucian Hölscher writes 
about Protestant piety in 
Germany between the 

Reformation and the secular society in the volume. The 
articles are based on the public series of lectures “Protes-
tant piety culture and the anniversary of the Reformation 
2017” held in the summer semester 2016 in Münster. The 
book traces the change of Protestant piety culture through 
the past centuries. It looks more closely at the religious 
practices and their social environment than at the history 
of the Christian churches. The reflections focus on the 
closeness of Catholic and Protestant piety cultures in the 
age of the Reformation, on the denominational split in 
the 18th century, and on the secular religiousness of the 
present age. The Cluster of Excellence’s “Hans Blumen-
berg Visiting Professorship for Religion and Politics” is to 
contribute to bringing innovative impulses from internati-
onal research to Münster and consolidating the interdisci-
plinary compatibility at the Cluster of Excellence. “The 
Blumenberg lectures are not committed to a certain 
discipline but are interdisciplinary in character”, writes the 
speaker of the research association, sociologist of religion 
Prof. Dr Detlef Pollack in the introduction. Experts from 

the wide-ranging humanities and social sciences are 
invited to present, in the city of the Peace of Westphalia, 
their views of the changing relationship of religion and 
politics.

Jansen, Nils, The Making of Legal Authority. Non-
legislative Codifications in Historical and Comparative 
Perspective, Oxford: Oxford University Press 2010.

For the legal scholar from 
Münster, Prof. Nils Jansen, 
the study of law concentra-
tes excessively on law that 
has been officially issued. 
Up to now it has been 
concerned almost entirely 
with constitutionally 
passed laws and judicial 
decisions. “These legally 
recognised institutions fit 
comfortably into the 
traditional, state-centred 

understanding of law and justice, but this approach 
neglects the important dogmatisation processes whereby 
non-state legal texts become recognised as legally authori-
tative,” as Prof. Jansen writes in his new book, The Making 
of Legal Authority: Non-legislative Codifications in Histori-
cal and Comparative Perspective.

The legal scholar from the Cluster of Excellence “Religion 
and Politics” concentrates on texts which achieved legal 
authority without being issued by legislatures or courts. 
The book draws on numerous examples from the Middle 
Ages to today: from Justinian’s Institutes and Blackstone's 
Commentaries, to modern examples such as the American 
Law Institute's Restatements and the UNIDROIT Prin-



59> Cross-epochal 

ciples of International Commercial Contracts. In all these 
cases, normative texts which were written by professional 
legal scholars, often professors, have been recognised as 
legally authoritative even in court.

In his book, Prof. Jansen looks at how such ‘non-legisla-
tive codifications’ become established as legal reference 
texts, how they thereby achieve quasi-legal authority, and 
to what extent such processes demand that conventio-
nal ideas of law be revised. It therefore provides the first 
historically comparative analysis of these kinds of dogma-
tisation processes and a provocative contribution to the 
current international debates about the harmonisation 
of European private law and the globalisation of private 
economic law.

Jansen, Nils, and Georg Essen (eds.), Dogmatisierungs-
prozesse in Recht und Religion, Tübingen: Mohr  
Siebeck 2011.

Dogmatization processes 
are historical processes in 
which binding epistemic 
assumptions concerning 
basic concepts, patterns of 
interpretation and world-
perception, and normative 
beliefs are stabilized as a 
framework in which 
normative arguments can 
be made. In a historical-
comparative approach, the 

essays collected in this volume discuss such processes for 
legal and theological discourses. In doing so, they reveal 
structural similarities as well as obvious differences 
between legal and theological thinking and writing. The 
contributions focus on the methodological standards of 
the normative arguments, whose purpose, particularly in 

law, is often to limit the pertinent arguments or to put 
them into a hierarchy. In addition, the authors analyse 
institutional processes and structures in which dogmatiza-
tion takes place, for example the differentiation between 
the law and its description or application, procedural 
mechanisms such as a transfer of the power to decide 
normative questions to councils or courts, or the rationali-
zation of dissent in academic institutions.

Jansen, Nils, and Peter Oestmann (eds.), Gewohnheit. 
Gebot. Gesetz. Normativität in Geschichte und Gegen-
wart: eine Einführung, Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck 2011 
(with contributions from Gerd Althoff, Thomas Bauer, 
Ulrich Berges, Matthias Casper, Thomas Gutmann, 
Nils Jansen, Peter Oestmann, Perry Schmidt-Leukel, 
Ludwig Siep, Sita Steckel, and Christian Walter). 

This book provides a 
multidisciplinary student-
oriented introduction into 
issues of normativity. In its 
thirteen partially historical 
and partially systematic 
lectures it brings together 
the largely unrelated 
discourses of historians, 
legal scholars, theologians, 
and philosophers. The 
purpose of those thirteen 
lectures is to provide 

readers that are not familiar with the subtleties of the 
different discipline’s discussions with an overview on the 
core issues of contemporary debate. The contributions are 
therefore divided into a historical-descriptive and a 
normative-systematic part. The first eight lectures analyse 
the genesis of normativity. From a historical point of view, 
they address specific understandings and conceptions of 
normativity in former times: in old Israel, in medieval 
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times in Europe and in the Islamic world as well as at the 
beginning of the 20th century. The systematic lectures 
collected in the second part of the volume address current 
issues concerning the justification of legal and moral 
norms as well as of theological beliefs in modern society.

Kästle, David, and Nils Jansen (eds.), Kommentare in 
Recht und Religion, Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck 2014 
(in cooperation with Reinhard Achenbach and Georg 
Essen).

Commentaries have always 
been an essential medium 
of legal and theological 
discourse as they reflect 
how theological and legal 
thinking is related to 
authoritative reference 
texts. In this volume, 
lawyers and theologians 
analyse commentaries from 
a comparative historical 
perspective. They examine 

their form, methods, functions and institutional relations 
as well as the authority commentaries may carve out for 
themselves. The authors cover a wide range of approaches 
and traditions from antiquity to modern times. They 
discuss the classical commentaries of the Roman legal 
scholars, the Christian and Jewish Bible commentaries, 
the flourishing traditions of the medieval and early 
modern ages, and they trace the more recent develop-
ments leading up to the current state of commentaries in 
21st century law and theology. The comparison shows 
that commentaries both adopt and shape the structure 
and culture of the respective discourse.

Kästle-Lamparter, David, Welt der Kommentare. 
Struktur, Funktion und Stellenwert juristischer  
Kommentare in Geschichte und Gegenwart, Tübingen: 
Mohr Siebeck 2016.

A world without commen-
taries? For German lawyers, 
this is hardly imaginable. 
The most important 
commentaries can be found 
on every lawyer’s desk, and 
in practice, the content of 
legal rules is gathered from 
the commentary rather 
than the codes and statutes. 
In a similar way, the legal 
world was made of com-

mentaries and reference texts in the view of the European 
legal scholars of medieval and early modern times. 
However, academic research has given little consideration 
to the functions and features of commentaries as media 
within the legal discourse. David Kästle-Lamparter 
examines the World of Commentaries from a comparative 
historical perspective. He analyses how commentaries have 
become an essential medium of legal discourse in German 
and European jurisprudence and lays the foundation for a 
theory of legal commentary. 
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Martin, Katharina, and Christian Sieg (eds.), 
Zukunftsvisionen zwischen Apokalypse und Utopie 
(Religion und Politik, vol. 13), Würzburg: Ergon 2016 
(with contributions from Katharina Martin, Toni 
Morant i Ariño, and Christian Sieg).

Envisioning the future is a 
fundamental political act, 
since it always expresses a 
critical stance towards the 
current society. In addition, 
visions of the future form a 
contrast to the present 
which highlights the very 
insufficiency of today’s state 
of affairs. The book shows 
that apocalypse and utopia 

are two historically significant visions of the future which 
created images and narratives that persist until today. The 
shining Heavenly Jerusalem or the perfection of utopian 
communities stresses the downside of the present – the-
reby generating political pressure. The fictitious account of 
the island Utopia with its ideal social conditions, which 
English statesman and author Thomas More (1475–1535) 
published, aimed at criticizing the conditions in Europe at 
that time. At any time, utopias have served as alternative 
models to contemporary societies. This political angle is of 
utmost importance for the apocalypse as well: On the one 
hand, apocalyptic visions depict the present hardship in 
drastic terms and show how it will inevitably result in the 
end of the world. On the other hand, the end of the world 
becomes the beginning of a new, better age, the Heavenly 
Jerusalem. Early examples are the accounts in the New 
Testament such as the Apocalypse of John, that imagines 
salvation as a comfort to the oppressed Christians in the 
Roman Empire. The book focuses on historical and 
contemporary instances of apocalyptic and utopian 
thought. The introduction by Christian Sieg and two 
contributions by Klaus Vondung and by Andreas Urs 
Sommer introduce the two basic concepts. While many 

contributions of the past decades have located apocalyptic 
and utopian thought in close proximity, Vondung and 
Sommer analyze the imagination of the future either in 
apocalyptic or in utopian terms, thereby stressing the 
difference of both genres. The following chapters trace the 
history of apocalyptic thought: Joachim Friedrich Quack 
focuses on prophecy in Old Egypt, Jay Rubenstein 
analyses the First Crusade, which was justified as a Biblical 
eschatological battle, Matthias Riedl explains Joachim of 
Fiore’s apocalyptic visions of the future, and Maren 
Conrad takes a look at the variations of apocalyptic 
narratives in contemporary culture, as to be found in 
literature, movies and computer games. The last four 
contributions of the volume take recourse to visions of the 
future that might be characterized as utopian. Katharina 
Martin follows the vision of the Golden Age and its iconic 
reflection on coins of the Roman Empire. Toni Morant i 
Ariño focuses on the ways in which the female movement 
of the Falange Española employs utopian as well as 
apocalyptic ideas. Josef Früchtl analyses the conditions 
and narratives of utopian drafts after the end of postmo-
dernity by examining the two movies Avatar (2009) and 
Cloud Atlas (2012). Finally, Tatjana Hörnle shows that 
views into the future are of importance for the legal 
discourse as well.

Meier, Christel, and Martina Wagner-Egelhaaf (eds.), 
Prophetie und Autorschaft. Charisma, Heilsver-
sprechen und Gefährdung, Berlin: De Gruyter 2014 
(with contributions from Pia Doering, Christel Meier, 
Bruno Quast, Matthias Schaffrick, Christian Sieg, 
Sita Steckel, Martina Wagner-Egelhaaf, and Karin 
Westerwelle).

The prophet as author is a prominent figure in European 
literature and art from antiquity to our present time. 
However, this figure has been widely neglected in the 
intensive debates on authorship of the past decades. Two 
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types formed the picture of 
prophetic authorship: on 
the one hand, the pro-
phet of the Old Testament 
that was established first 
as an authority and then 
also as an author in the 
Jewish scriptural tradition 
(such as Moses, David, the 
four major and the twelve 
minor prophets), and on 

the other hand, the inspired and enthusiastic poet as a seer 
(vates) from Plato up until pagan late antiquity. 

The volume analyses these models of the divinely inspired 
and legitimized author in their specific contextual versions 
and changing functions. It aims at an interdisciplinary 
comparison in order to describe precisely the different 
authorial roles in diverse religious and political commu-
nities and their scriptural production. Especially in times 
of crises and revolutions, prophetical charisma claimed 
to provide critical analysis of the present situation, an 
interpretation of the future and the promise of salvation. 
The articles collected in this volume examine the ways 
in which prophetical speech was granted authority in a 
twofold meaning of authorship, the specific hermeneu-
tics of prophetical writings and reservations against a false 
prophethood, as well as critical and ironic views on the 
old prophetical traditions. The articles are authored by 
renowned scholars from Theology, Classics, Medieval and 
New Latin Philology, German Philology, Romance Philo-
logy, Arabic Philology, Comparative Literature, as well as 
History.

Schmitt, Rüdiger, Nebukadnezzars Traum von den vier 
Weltreichen und die Auslegung des Danielbuchs in 
der „Fürstenpredigt“ Thomas Müntzers, Mühlhausen: 
Thomas-Müntzer-Gesellschaft 2015.

The book deals with the 
criticism of unjust govern-
ment in the so called 
“Fürstenpredigt” (Sermon 
to the Princes) of the 
radical Protestant reformer 
Thomas Müntzer (1489–
1525) – Luther’s main 
adversary during the 
inner-Protestant conflicts 
in the early Reformation 

period and the Peasant Wars of 1525. The aim of the book 
is an analysis of the socio-historical and cultural back-
grounds of Müntzer’s criticism in the context of a cultural 
history of politics. The sermon, with the original title 
“Auslegung des andern Unterschieds Danielis” (“Interpre-
tation of the Second Chapter of Daniel“), is a radical 
criticism of the late medieval and early modern idea of a 
translatio imperii, of which the text of Daniel 2 is the 
main biblical source. The narrative about the succession of 
the four empires in Daniel 2 has been a paramount text 
already in the late antique discourse on the legitimation of 
political power and became a main source of theological 
legitimation of governmental power in the medieval and 
early modern German Empire and its states. Müntzer 
breaks with the traditional interpretation of the text, and 
gives a radical re-interpretation emphasizing that the 
political power of the princes is only conditional in the 
period of the last empire, awaiting the coming of God’s 
kingdom. If the princes do not obey the word of God and 
engage themselves in actively fostering the spread of the 
gospel, their rule is doomed and must be given to the 
common man. The book shows that Müntzer’s interpreta-
tion is deeply rooted in the contemporary belief in a 
presentic eschatology – also shared by Luther and the 
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humanistic elites, but with different consequences. Thus, 
Müntzer has re-activated the critical potential of the 
original Aramean book of Daniel, which is also found in 
the writings of the church fathers before Jerome and 
Augustin, which have established the present legitimatory 
paradigm. Müntzer himself was convinced that he himself 
was a chosen prophet of God and a second Daniel, 
preaching the gospel to the princes and leading the 
common man to salvation by establishing God’s kingdom 
on earth, here and now. The study gives further attention 
to Müntzer’s own engagement in local politics and tries to 
explain why his plan to establish a divine rule has failed 
because of his neglect of real politics.

Siep, Ludwig, Moral und Gottesbild. Aufsätze zur kon-
kreten Ethik 1996–2012, Münster: Mentis 2013.

This collection of essays by 
the author explores the 
relation between philoso-
phical ethics and religion 
from two perspectives: 
First, how the history of 
religious notions of God 
(Gottesbild) is influenced 
by the development of 
moral philosophy. Second, 
to what extent secular 
moral philosophy may still 

profit from religious morals and the history of natural law. 
These questions are discussed on a level of principles but 
also in various fields of applied ethics. Particular emphasis 
lies on questions of bioethics and medical ethics regarding 
the enhancement of the human body and the technical 
improvement of natural processes, including gene-techno-
logy, cloning etc. The essays further develop the concep-
tion of a modern ethics based on a meta-ethical frame-
work but at the same time applicable for specific moral 
problems of modern societies.

Stollberg-Rilinger, Barbara (ed.), „Als Mann und Frau 
schuf er sie“. Religion und Geschlecht (Religion und 
Politik, vol. 7), Würzburg: Ergon 2014 (with contri-
butions from Bijan Fateh-Moghadam, Werner Freitag, 
Marianne Heimbach-Steins, Eva Schlotheuber, Barbara 
Stollberg-Rilinger, and Sita Steckel).

In the past, the monotheis-
tic world religions have 
traditionally subordinated 
woman with respect to 
man. Historian Prof. Dr. 
Barbara Stollberg-Rilinger 
from the Cluster of 
Excellence “Religion and 
Politics” of the German 
University of Münster has 
edited a German book on 

the relationship between religion and gender under the 
title “Als Mann und Frau schuf er sie” (“Man and woman he 
created them”). “The Catholic Church and Islam for 
instance are preserving pre-modern, patriarchal gender 
roles. It is common knowledge that women are not 
allowed to become priests or imams, for example.” 
According to the researcher, who was recently awarded the 
Historisches Kolleg Award, the influence of religions 
today is most visible in the gender relation. According to 
the scientist, it is not sufficient to concentrate solely on 
current problems in order to adequately assess the relati-
onship of religion and gender. Rather, a historically 
comparative perspective is greatly needed. The omnibus 
volume’s eleven articles pursue, from the point of view of 
different subjects and epochs, the question as to how 
religions have influenced the gender order. Among the 
authors are scientists from the University of Münster and 
other German and Dutch universities, including the jurist 
Titia Loenen from Utrecht and the Berlin cultural 
scientist Christina von Braun as well as Rabbi Elisa 
Klapheck and the publicist Khola Maryam Hübsch from 
Frankfurt. Contributing scholars from the Cluster of 
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Excellence are the social ethicist Marianne Heimbach-
Steins, the historians Werner Freitag and Sita Steckel, and 
the jurist Bijan Fateh Moghadam. The book assembles 
contributions to the Cluster of Excellence’s public lecture 
series “Religion and Gender” of 2011 and 2012. It was 
published as the seventh volume of the series “Religion 
und Politik” by Ergon-Verlag, Würzburg.

Stollberg-Rilinger, Barbara, Rituale (Historische Ein-
führungen, vol. 16), Frankfurt/Main et al.: Campus 
2013.

A new textbook by histo-
rian Barbara Stollberg-
Rilinger, co-ordinator of 
the Cluster of Excellence 
“Religion and Politics”, 
provides an overview of the 
many different ritual 
phenomena throughout 
history. Published in the 
series Historische Einfüh-
rungen (Historical Introduc-
tions) by the Campus Press, 

the volume Rituals, introduces the most important 
theories and debates in the study of historical rituals.

As the historian explains, rituals can be found everywhere 
in history. Appointments to office and peace-making, 
baptisms, weddings and funerals, the overthrow of monu-
ments and celebrations of remembrance – rituals have a 
fundamental, socially structuring function. That is truer 
still for earlier epochs than for today. Ever since the his-
torical discipline discovered this topic in the wake of the 
‘cultural turn’, more and more phenomena have been exa-
mined through the lens of ritual theory, Stollberg-Rilinger 
argues. Prof. Stollberg-Rilinger heads Project B2-22: “Bey-

ond Confessional Clarity: On the Discursive Formation 
of Heterodox Groups in the Early Modern Period” at the 
Cluster of Excellence “Religion and Politics”.

Stollberg-Rilinger, Barbara, and Thomas Weißbrich 
(eds.), Die Bildlichkeit symbolischer Akte (Symboli-
sche Kommunikation und gesellschaftliche Wertesys-
teme – Schriftenreihe des Sonderforschungsbereichs 
496, vol. 28), Münster: Rhema 2010 (with contribu-
tions from Gerd Althoff, Werner Freitag, Thomas Len-
tes, and Hans-Ulrich Thamer).

In the pre-modern period, 
symbolic acts always had a 
very powerful visual 
presence. Contemporaries 
considered parades, 
coronations, processions 
and consecrations to be 
‘spectacula’. Their visually 
suggestive power has 
proven itself to be a 
strategy of orchestration 

which decisively contributed to the effective communica-
tion of political and religious messages. The visual aspect 
of symbolic acts can be observed on several, closely 
connected levels: actors’ individual gestures have a visual 
quality, but this is true above all for the complex series of 
actions in rituals and ceremonies. They were performed as 
publicly visible, ‘living’ pictures and understood as such: 
mutually seeing and being seen was their distinguishing 
characteristic. At a performative level, material images 
could be included in these actions, whether as an object of 
religious veneration, for reasons of political propaganda or 
as representative aides de memoire. At the level of recep-
tion, symbolic acts were a prominent subject of depictions 
in propaganda, historiography and visual art. Their 
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ephemeral visual aspect could therefore be made perma-
nent at least partially, although admittedly they were 
shaped according to medial strategies and (re-)
orchestrated.

The volume documents an international conference which 
was held by the Collaborative Research Centre 496, 
“Symbolic Communication and Social Value Systems 
from the Middle Ages to the French Revolution” at the 
University of Münster in October 2007. It also served as  
a preparation for the exhibition, “Spectacles of Power. 
Rituals in Ancien Regime Europe, 800–1800” at the  
Kulturhistorisches Museum, Magdeburg. The articles 
from various disciplines use selected examples to analyse 
the connections and inter-medial interactions between 
images and actions, artefacts, texts and sounds, as regards 
the so-called ‘Ancien Regime’ in Europe from the early 
Middle Ages to the French Revolution.

Willems, Ulrich, Astrid Reuter, and Daniel Gerster 
(eds.), Ordnungen religiöser Pluralität. Wirklichkeit – 
Wahrnehmung – Gestaltung (Religion und Moderne, 
vol. 5), Frankfurt/Main u.a.: Campus 2016 (with  
contributions from Rainer Albertz, Olaf Blaschke, 
Benedikt Eckhardt, Karl Gabriel, Christel Gärtner, 
Thomas Großbölting, Regina Grundmann, Judith 
Könemann, Menno Preuschaft, Astrid Reuter, Arnulf 
von Scheliha, Perry Schmidt-Leukel, Ulrike Spohn, 
Ulrich Willems, and Fabian Wittrek).

The term “religious plurality“ is on everyone’s lips. In cur-
rent public debates it is usually assumed that the diversity 
of religions is an especially modern phenomenon. At the 
same time, however, historic research paints a different 
picture: religious plurality does not appear to be a novelty 
in the history of religion. It can be found in ancient cultu-
res as well as in the European Middle Ages, which are too 

often portrayed as a mono-
lithic-Christian epoch. 
But how does the ancient 
reality of religious plurality 
differ from our contem-
porary situation? How did 
different religious cultures 
perceive religious plurality, 
and how do different reli-
gious cultures do so today? 
How do different religious 
conceptions of the world 

and ways of life relate to non-religious, secular ones? And, 
finally, how do historic changes of reality and perception 
effect possibilities to arrange orders of religious plurality? 
The contributions to this volume explore these questions. 
They exemplarily discuss cases from different epochs, regi-
ons and religious cultures, and interpret the development 
of reality, perception and arrangements of religious plu-
rality against the background of their sociocultural, legal, 
political and economic contextual conditions.
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Wittreck, Fabian: Christentum und Menschenrechte. 
Schöpfungs- oder Lernprozeß?, Tübingen: Mohr  
Siebeck 2013.

The relationship between 
Christianity and human 
rights is a point of conten-
tion. Competing claims are 
those of an exclusive 
Christian “authorship” 
concerning human rights 
on the one hand and 
references to the bitter 
resistance of leading 
representatives of Christia-
nity against the early 
modern catalogues of 

human rights (vilified as spawn of individualism and 
rationalism) on the other. In his essay, Fabian Wittreck 
underlines the political implications of the question before 
starting to document that both approaches fall short if 
one takes into consideration the sources. The initial 
“official” antagonism shrouds the actual bearing of 
Christianity which may be described most accurately as 
facilitating the growth of human rights rather than acting 
as foundation for them. In comparison with other religi-
ons, namely the clear-cut separation of the ‘secular’ and 
‘spiritual’ sphere enables Christianity to leave space for the 
development of the school of rational natural law. Fur-
thermore, the biblical tradition comprises “mustard seeds” 
that may be utilized by present-day theologians to formu-
late a Christian doctrine of human rights (which promptly 
raises the question of human rights vis-à-vis the churches).

Wolf, Hubert, Krypta. Unterdrückte Traditionen der 
Kirchengeschichte, München: C.H. Beck, 2nd edition 
2015 (Paperback edition 2016).

The Vatican relies on the 
long and inalterable 
tradition of today’s 
teachings and rules, which 
give the Pope and the 
bishops an incredible range 
of power. Laypeople have 
nothing to say, all the more 
if they are female. Since 
allegedly it has always been 
like this, reforms are 
considered sacrilegious. It 

is high time for a fresh look into history: popes were once 
members of boards that controlled them, women could 
forgive sins, laymen had something to say, bishops were 
elected. For a long time, the Catholic Church has been a 
broad stream with many anabranches – which were 
eventually canalized by 19th century centralism. Additio-
nally, traditions were invented that even historians believe 
in until today. Hubert Wolf reveals ten traditions that 
have been forgotten and suppressed – thence deriving 
ideas for a reform for the Church of tomorrow.

 > Also published in: Schriftenreihe der Bundeszentrale für 
politische Bildung, vol. 1594, Bonn 2015.
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Some 200 academics from more than 20 disciplines in the humanities and 
social sciences and from around 14 countries research in the Cluster of  
Excellence “Religion and Politics” of the University of Münster. They deal with 
the relationship of religion and politics across epochs and cultures: from the 
world of ancient gods and Judaism, Christianity and Islam in the Middle Ages 
and the Early Modern Period to the current situation in Europe, America, Asia, 
and Africa. It is nationally the largest research association of its kind and of  
the 43 Clusters of Excellence in Germany, it is the only one to deal with religion.  
The federal government and the state governments support the project within 
the scope of the Excellence Initiative with 40.1 million euros from 2012 until 
2018.

Contact: 
Cluster of Excellence “Religion and Politics” 
Centre for Research Communication

Johannisstraße 1
48143 Münster

Tel. +49 251 83-23376 
Fax +49 251 83-23246

religionundpolitik@uni-muenster.de

www.religion-und-politik.de/en

http://www.religion-und-politik.de

	> Foreword
	> Antiquity
	> Middle and Early Modern Ages
	> Modernity
	> Cross-epochal 
	> Impressum

