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RESEARCH AND TRANSFER IN THE CITY OF THE PEACE OF WESTPHALIA

Hans Blumenberg-Professorship

The Hans Blumenberg-Professorship for Religion and Politics
has been bringing leading international researchers to Miinster
every year since 2016. The professorship is named after Miinster‘s
internationally renowned philosopher Hans Blumenberg (1920-
1996), whose work is widely read across many disciplines.

 Philosopher Kwame Anthony Appiah (USA)
* Arabic scholar Sarah Stroumsa (Israel)

» Sociologist Linda Woodhead (Great Britain)
« Islamic scholar Maribel Fierro (Spain)

Annette von Droste-Hiilshoff-Reading

Every year, the Cluster of Excellence invites international wri-

ters who deal with religion and politics in an artistically sophis-
ticated manner to the University of Miinster for the Annette von
Droste-Hiilshoff-Reading. The scholars read from their work and
discuss ideas with researchers and the general public.

Algerian writer Boualem Sansal, who opened the series, deals
critically with political and religious conditions, especially tho-
se shaped by Islamism and totalitarian regimes.

The reading series is named after Annette von Droste-Hiilshoff
(1797-1848), who came from the Miinster region and is one of
the most important writers in the German language. Her critical
view of religion and society makes her work relevant in many
ways today.

Training programme ‘Journalism on Religion’

To provide media professionals
with expertise on religious
matters, the Cluster of Excel-
lence “Religion and Politics”
at the University of Miinster
and the ifp School of Journa-
lism offer the “Journalism on
Religion” training programme,
the only one of its kind in
Germany. The in-service pro-
gramme qualifies journalists
from political, cultural and specialist editorial offices to report
on religious belongings and conflicts in pluralistic societies in a
sound and critical way.

Lectures are given by researchers from the Cluster of Excellence,
members of religious and non-religious groups, and experienced
journalists on religion. The programme also includes visits to
religious sites such as synagogues, churches, mosques and
temples, as well as insights into Jewish, Christian and Muslim
life today.

Research communication

The Cluster of Excellence brings into debates research knowledge
from the humanities and social sciences that is highly relevant to
society. Researchers communicate their findings to a wide range
of target groups in formats appropriate to the theme.

« Exhibitions, film series, readings, and concerts

» Open-air lecture halls and panel discussions

* Media and social media

* Lecture series and book presentations

» Discussion with people from politics, culture and religions
 Citizen science

The formats used to communicate knowledge are often develo-

ped in cooperation with institutions outside the university, such
as museums, publishing houses, educational centres, cinemas,
choirs and schools.
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RELIGION AND PoOLITICS

Interdisciplinary research focus
at the University of Miinster

The breadth and diversity of its disciplines and methods have made
the University of Miinster a renowned location for interdisciplinary
research on religion, both nationally and internationally.

Campus of Theology and Religious Studies

From 2026, the Campus of Theology and Religious Studies, the
only one of its kind in the world, will bring together Protestant,
Catholic and Islamic theology, as well as religious studies, at the
University of Miinster, and will house one of the world’s largest
research libraries on religion. Miinster will thus become an
excellent location for discussion between scholarly traditions of
different religious provenance and non-denominational research
on religion.

The Campus will strengthen interdisciplinary exchange and in-
terreligious dialogue. In the city of the Peace of Westphalia, the
new Campus will become a place of understanding between
science, politics and religion, media, culture and the arts

in the conflict-laden field of religion and politics.

INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH OF CURRENT RELEVANCE

Cluster of Excellence ‘Religion and Politics’

Established in 2007, the Cluster of Excellence ‘Religion and
Politics’ will continue to study the complex relationship between
religion and politics across epochs and cultures until 2027.

The approximately 150 researchers from 20 disciplines focus
on Europe and the Mediterranean region, and their intercon-
nections with the Middle East, Africa, North America and Latin
America. The Cluster is the largest of its kind in Germany and
the only Cluster of Excellence to focus on religion. Since its
inception, around 112 million euros have been invested in the
Cluster, whose task it is to address a wide range of historical
and contemporary issues.

Tradition and innovation
Judaism, Christianity and Islam

and continuity. In the work of
the historian of dogma and
Leibniz Prize winner Michael
Seewald, for example, the Cluster of Excellence examines the appeal
of traditions, often discovering the paradox in religious history
stretching back to ancient times that religions renew themselves
precisely by drawing on traditions.

Identity conflicts

The warin Ukraine, the energy
crisis, inflation: what kind of
VerEIDIGE society is the current crisis in
Europe affecting? Drawing on
political science, sociology

all draw on traditions and convey
the impression of great stability

Conflicts over belonging

Be it racism or antisemitism:
tensions arise between
political, cultural and religi-
ous populations in pluralistic
societies. The Cluster inves-
tigates how belonging arises,
conflicts are regulated, and
balance is achieved.

New ideological movements in
digital worlds

Groups that spread conspiracy

theories online gain influence

in times of crisis — from esoteric

to anti-democratic groups.
Religion often underlies their

PROFILE AREA ‘RELIGION AND SOCIETY’

The University of Miinster has become an internatio-
nal hub for research on the changing relationship
between religion and politics. In order to secure the
future of research on religion in all its magnitude and
diversity, the University has established the profile
area ‘Religion and Society’

The area is distinguished by its unique combination of historical
and contemporary issues, theoretical and empirical perspectives,
normative and descriptive approaches, as well as research on
religion from both a non-denominational and a denominational
perspective. Methods from the digital humanities play a key
role here.

The Cluster of Excellence has given rise to numerous
permanent institutions at the University of Miinster.

« Centre forIslamic Theology

« Institute for Jewish Studies

« Research Centre ‘Islam and Politics’
» Service Centre for Digital Humanities

Three epoch-related research centres constitute the organisational
backbone of interdisciplinary cooperation - they secure new
research networks and act as a forum for public events, publication
series, and journal editorial offices.

« Centre for Religion and Modernity
» Centre for Medieval and Early Modern Research
» Centre for Eastern Mediterranean History and Culture

The dynamism of interdisciplinary research on religion is reflected
in numerous third-party funded projects.
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Asking the Pope for Help

Church historian and Leibniz Prize winner Hubert Wolf and his
team are examining Jewish petitions in the Vatican archives that
around 10,000 people wrote to the Pope during the Nazi era.
Theiraim is to shed light on the fate of each individual and to
reconstruct the events that took place within the Curia.

Edition of the complete works of Ibn Nubatah al-Misr1

Islamic scholar and Leibniz Prize winner Thomas Bauer and his
team are making the complete works of the influential 14"-century
Arab poet accessible. This will open up new perspectives on
Arabic poetry, the diversity of gender roles that it addresses,
and the complexity of its position in the field of tension between
religion and politics.

Kéte Hamburger Kolleg ‘Legal Unity and Pluralism’
Funded by the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF),
this network brings researchers from the University of Miinster

together with fellows from around the world to investigate the
dynamic tension between legal unity and pluralism from antiquity
to the present day.

i ‘7‘. FEEECEE " : and psychology, the Cluster arguments, and the internet enables them to mobilise people on a
; ‘ of Excellence examines political, religious and cultural conflicts broad scale. The Cluster of Excellence investigates online net-
over identity. works and their religious motives.




