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In 2012 the University of Münster received as a gift from Hiroshima 
University six shards of roof tiles. These tiles were collected by stu-
dents from a river bed near ground zero of the A-bombing on August 
6th, 1945. Molten by the heat of the atomic blast, their blackened 
surface attests to the devastating powers of the atomic bomb. 

To honour this gift, students of the Academy of Fine Arts Münster 
were asked to develop art projects on the tiles and their message. 
From all the submissions “Recognition of History”, a performance 
with installation proposed by Satomi Edo, was chosen by a jury con-
sisting of professors of the Academy of Fine Arts and members of 
the Münster University staff. 

Satomi Edo studied art and worked as an art teacher in Kyoto, Osa-
ka and Hyogo. In 2003 she began her studies at the Academy of 
Fine Arts Münster and is today member of the joint master class 
of the brothers Professors Maik and Dirk Löbbert. She already has 
successfully presented her work at several exhibitions in Germany 
and Japan.

The artist imagines the tiles as part of a small tower like the signs or 
landmarks one can traditionally find in rough and dangerous terrain 
e.g. along the St. James Trail. In her performance the artist places 
the tiles and other stones one above the other and as the resulting 
tower does collapse, she repeats this process again and again. This 
is to caution the viewer that due to the existing arsenal of atomic 
bombs the threat of an atomic holocaust is still existent. Again and 
again one needs to make a stand against the cold war mind set. 
Like Sisyphus one should not lose ones visions, one can learn from 
setbacks, mistakes and even destruction – all this is shown by the 
repetitive act of piling stones and tiles. 
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Satomi Edo herself started the performance at 8.15 a.m., the time 
when on August 6th, 1945, the atomic bomb was dropped. The per-
formance lasted 7 minutes. The setting of the performance was on 
display for another 70 hours, but open to the public on the opening 
hours of the building only.

The setting of „Recognition of History“consisted of two tables with 
four chairs each. One table was used by Edo for her performance, on 
the other there twenty boxes contained books and other informa-
tions on August 6th, 1945 and it‘s concequences. Two overheadpro-
jectors were used for the backdrop together with Edo‘s video project 
„Operation Praetorian 1945-1992 U.S.A.“. 

The end of the performance started the broadcasting of a prepro-
duced video of the performance at several places on the campus of 
the University of Münster as well at Hiroshima University and at the 
Academy of Fine Arts Münster. This broadcast lasted for 70 hours.

„Dear guests

To keep the memory of the events of the Second World War alive is 
a demanding task. Students of Hiroshima University have found a 
most sublime way to achieve this goal: On the banks of the seven 
Hiroshima rivers they searched for the debris of the destroyed city 
and found countless shards of tiles, their surface molten by the heat 
of the atomic blast of August 6th, 1945. These shards were sent to 
universities all over the world as an appeal for a world free of ato-
mic weapons. Is there a better way to show, that there is no shelter 
against the devastating powers of the atomic bomb?

Inspired by this idea, we commissioned the artist Satomi Edo to crea-
te an artistic expression for this aim. In her performance she pre-
sented a simpel but strong symbolic message: The labour of peace 
may be full of setbacks, failures and frustration, but we cannot stop 
working towards this aim. Thus the small tower, Satomi has built, 
becomes a kind of landmark, like the piles sometimes used to mark 
the way through rough terrain – so that we do not get lost.

For the nudge towards this event we would like to thank Hiroshima 
University and are happy to welcome Mister Norifumi Miyakawa, re-
presentative of Hiroshima University, here in Münster. Your visit will 
serve to further the collaboration of our two universities.

Both, the Consulate General of Japan in Düsseldorf and the Consu-
late General of the Federal Republic of Germany Osaka-Kobe, have 
kindly agreed to act as patrons over the event. The Academy of Fine 
Arts Münster has lent invaluable support preparing this event. This 
as well deserves our heartfelt thanks.

Last but not least I would like to say thank you to Satomi Edo. The 
message of your performance will accompany us through this day 
of remembrance.

Thank you.“

After the performance Dr. Marianne Ravenstein, Vice rector of the 
University of Münster, gave a short speech to explain the motivation 
to commission an art work like this to commemorate the date. In her 
speech she also greeted Dr. Norifumi Miyokawa, who as a represen-
tative of Hiroshima University was witness of the performance: 



Promotion:
A flyer was printed to promote the event. A PDF-Version of this fly-
er was distributed via the Alumni network of Münter University. In 
addition to this posters were present at all the universites official 
blackboards, as well as at several art musea and art instiutions in 
the region.

Newspapers / TV: 
Starting in May there were several articles in Japanese newspapers 
as well as articles in the lokal newspaper in Münster. The regional 
TV-news „Lokalzeit Münsterland“ broadcasted a short spot on the 
event on August 6th. On August 7th the local newspaper published 
a positive review of the event under the headline „Absurd, but en-
lightening“. All articles are attached.

Visitors:
About 100 people, students and university-staff as well as citizens, 
came to witness the performance. Another 300 people came during 
the following 70 hours to study the exhibition. Since the perfor-
mance took place in the early morning hours and the date coninci-
ded with the semester break and the school holidays as well, this 
turnout has to be regarded as reasonably high.

Catalogue / Video:
A catalogue was produced to give background information in the 
history of the tiles and the broader context of the art work with texts 
by Rebun Kayo and Prof. Dr. Ferdinand Ullrich. 

The video broadcasted on the university campusses will be availab-
le as an online stream on the website of Münster University to com-
memorate the next anniversaries. 

Additional events:
Hiroshima University and the University of Münster have a long-
standing tradition of scientific cooperation. The visit of Dr. Miyoka-
wa was a welcome opportunity to enhance these contacs and talk 
about new fields of joint research and student education. 

On August 7th, 2015, Mr. Miyokawa together with Prof. Dr. Carolin 
Funck of Hiroshima University visited the Villa ten Hompel, the for-
mer seat of the NS Ordnungspolizei (police forces) in Münster and 
today an exhibition and study centre on local NS history and awa-
reness against right wing ideology, where Prof. Funck gave a lecture 
on one of her fields of research: Dark Tourism. 

Afterwards the Expedition Münsterland, an excursion programme to 
forgotten sites of the World Wars I + II and the Cold War Era in the 
Münsterland held by the innovation office of the WWU (AFO), visited 
the former American Garrison near the village of Schöppingen, whe-
re during the Cold War Era several A-bombs were stored. Together 
with the participants of the Expedition Münsterland the delegation 
of Hiroshima University discussed the conversion process after the  
withdrawal of the American troops. 
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Filmstills from 
WDR, Lokalzeit Münsterland, August 6th, 2015
„Gedenken an Hiroshima“






