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I asked my local bank, Deutsche Bank, who have a partnership with Bank of America to
open my Maestro card so that I could use it to make withdrawals in America without
incurring transaction charges

By directly emailing the persons at the host Institution

As an international student I would like more support from WWU with regards to visa
application processes. Visa applications are costly and tedious. Requirements vary from
country to country and sommetimes depending on where you come from you end up
paying a lot to have a visa finally processed.



I did not have any problems with this as I am already fluent in English, the language
spoken in the USA. I also found the people to be very open and not overly concerned with
formalitues and it was therefore easy to interact.

I think the WWU research stay documents assume that our host institutions will have
similar structures to those in German Academic Institutions. I however found out that in
America institutions are quite flexible and they do not concentrate too much on formalities.
For instance, my host institution did not have a stamp and they could not stamp my "arrival
& departure" form. They told me that they simply did not use stamps anymore. As a
suggestion, I would say that when formulating the research stay documentation, the
documents should take into account that Institutions have different practices.

Basically I think the application procedures are fine apart from issues I have raised above
on visas and formulation of the arrival departure form. And on this form can you also
include a part where we can fill in "extra costs incurred before/after travel" or "general extra
costs" because as the form stands now it only asks for extra weekly costs and not
everyone might have extra weekly costs although they might have other costs.



I found the members of staff to be open and very helpful. The members of staff were also
very open to ideas of developing working partnerships. I would have loved to interact more
with the students but most of them were very busy at the time I was there and I did not get
a chance to meet with them.



Since I was staying at a place of someone I knew it was easy to fit in and adapt to their
schedule.

I did not necessarily use much of the facilities at the Institution as most of my time was
spent conducting face to face meetings. However, Emory university has a very good library
with rare books and manuscripts by some of the best authors in the world. They allowed
me access to the rare books and manuscripts room with my WWU id.



This question does not apply to me as I do not have a supervisor at the host institution.
However, the members of staff that I met there were very helpful ad forthcoming with
information.

I believe that I manged to work well and used my time as optimally as I could. Although I
lost my first three days because people were not available to meet as it was a weekend, I
was still able to catch up on the missed time in the subsequent days and talked to most of
the people I wanted. I would have also loved to interact more with graduate students but
unfortunately most of them had busy schedules. The Director of Institute of African Studies
also shared with me some particularly useful articles which are yet to be published. The
articles are really very helpful for my own research and if I hadn't undertaken te research
visit I probably would not have come to know about them.



 / yes, ____________ €. 

I found that the Institute of African Studies is very interdisciplinary and literary scholars
work in conjunction with historians and french studies. This is quite different with my own
set up in the English department at WWU where I work under a chair who is specialized in
literary studies. They also don't have chairs and the Institute is headed by a Director.
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To establish relationships with other scholars
To present my research work and get feedback
To interact with other graduate students

My research stay was very beneficial overall. Although I was pressed for time I still
managed to accomplish what I went there for. I made new contacts and believe that the
relationships that I developed while there will even be beneficial after I complete my PhD.
In terms of general organization I will say that the funding that I received was adequate
only because I stayed with a friend and I did not have to give her a lot of money in
accommodation. Transportation costs are high in Atlanta ad public transportation does not
cover most areas. Although I tried to live within my means while in Atlanta and did not
spend extra in a week there were a lot of other costs that I incurred before actual travelling

My best experience was just talking to the people and discussing about literature and
about academic issues. I also reall cherished the experience of visiting the university's rare
books and manuscripts room.

My worst experiences - traffic is crazy in Atlanta and they do not have a good public
transport network like here in Germany. Everybody drives a car and the roads are so full.
You have to leave early to make an appointment. The taxi costs are also high. My other
worst experience was finding out that my host institution could not stamp my form because
they couldn't remember the last time anyone ever used a stamp in the office.



I think the most important skill is to have a plan which you can easily adapt to take into
account any unforeseen circumstances that you can encounter. Although I lost the first few
days of my planned research stay, I was able to adapt my plans and fit the activities of the
first few days into later dates. For example, I was supposed to interview one author during
my stay but we could not find a suitable time to sit down for a long interview. We however
still met briefly and I got the author's contacts and we agreed that we would have the
interview over skype.

1. Have a plan that you can easily adapt to take into account unforeseen circumstances.
2. Be fully prepared - the host institution will be expecting to hear what it is that you have
brought for them and give them a good snippet of your own work.
3. Be open, friendly and confident.
4. Always have information about your own institution handy - the host institution might
want to know about the structures, programs, etc at your own home uiversity


