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Introduction from a Prof. in the US

WWU Muenster provided preparation seminar for candidates before the trip and useful 
advise for applying visa. Especially, I got support from Ms. Iva Ognjanovic for clarifying the 
appropriate type of visa for my trip. 
Regarding host institution, Prof. Muniz gave me invitation letter for applying visa. He help 
me to find accommodation for my stay in San Marcos.



I have no idea.

Before coming the host institution, I just had personal contact with Prof. there. However, after coming there I 
knew that it was not enough. The Prof. in the host institution expected to have an introduction about me (or 
something like that) from Muenster University or my supervisor in Muenster stating that Ms. Thao Nguyen 
would go to to Texas State University and thank you for your welcoming her.

I have no idea.



- With students: I participated in lectures for undergraduates. I also had meeting with PhD 
students of Prof. Muniz-Solari. We had chit-chat together. 
- With staff: I had meetings with some Professors in the Grosvenor Center. We discuss the 
prospect for collaboration in the future. Also I connected them to some Professors in 
Vietnam.

Prof. Muniz-Solari helped me.



There was a researcher from Turkey going to the Department of Geograhy (Texas State 
University). Prof. Muniz-Solari introduced me to her. We not only shared the room but also 
many ideas for research. That was such an amazing experience. 

There is free shuttle bus for students. 

I went to Texas State University in 1 month. I think it was a short time; therefore they could not give me ID number to 
access to librery. I was told that the ID would be given in some days when I registered. But it never comes. Although 
guests can go to library to read something and use the computer, it is limited.



Help me to get engaged with activities in the department.

He picked me up at the airport and helped me to set up everything for new life. When the shuttle bus stopped because of the end of 
semester, I had no way to go the university and he picked me up at home. He gave me books for research. He is very very nice.

I had chance to share the ideas with some researchers and fellows. We are connecting the ideas and 
developing prospect collaboration. Probably, there will have joint publications.



 / yes, ____________ €. 

I did not see considerable difference between institutions. But I paid attention to the 
difference in teacher training and geography education in the US and Germany. 

260

60 - 80

other
10 - 20

50

370 - 410

120



- Working with the Grosvenor Center for Geographic Education on some specific themes

- Collecting documents on educational policies, curricula, syllabi and geography textbooks of Texas State and documents on Education for Sustainable Development in the US

- Visiting a secondary school in Texas and observing geography lessons 

- Participating in the course

- Discussion with mentor

Good.
(Some things I expected to do but I could not do, for example, participating in some courses or visiting schools. Because the semester 
ended, I just had two lessons in the first two weeks. It took time to get  permission for visiting schools (about 6 weeks). So, I did not have 
enough time). 

The Grosvenor Center wanted to collaborate with research institutions in Asia and Europe. I had a presentation regarding the context of 
education in my home country - Vietnam and connected them to some individuals in Vietnam. I introduced them to my Prof. in Muenster. 
I hope there will have collaboration between sides in the future.

Public transportation in San Marcos (and in Texas) is not good. My life there was very difficult when I had no car. It was 
not easy to go to supermarket. Everytime I wanted to buy something, I had to walk 15 - 20 minutes to the bus stop and 
take shuttle bus to the university and then walked about 15-20 minutes more to go to the closest supermarket.



For all of my purposes for a research stay in the US, it takes time to get permission to go to schools and 
observe.

- Accommodation is the most important thing in San Marcos. A place in Students Inn in the central and near 
by the university is perfect when you have no car. 
- Choosing an appropriate time for your visiting in Texas State University.
(I was very lucky when I can find an accommodation in the last minute. However, it was far from the central, 
especially supermarkets. There was shuttle bus, so transportation was not a matter during the semester. The 
problem to me was that, I experienced two weeks of semester break and there was no shuttle bus. I almost 
just stayed at home during the time).

2-3 months


