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Previous contact with academic institutions in Nepal

The preparation given by WWU was generally very good and I felt I could approach the
coordinators with any of my questions. During the orientation course I would have wished
for a more detailed, advanced and more demanding workshop and discussion.

At CNAS in Kathmandu, I received the best possible support from Dr Karki, both in finding
resources for my work and having fruitful discussions with me about my topic.



For me, staying in Nepal did not require much adjustment because I spent most of my life
there. For other students, a thorough introduction into its culture and history, as well as
basic language skills, would be most helpful in completing their work in Nepal successfully.

Of course any academic institution in Nepal might work according to slightly different
customs than those common in Germany. However, I don't think a general preparation for
the specific academic setting at CNAS would be possible or make sense. As in all different
work contexts, one should be observant, respectful and able to adapt to one's
environment. At CNAS especially, I felt no difficulty at all in the interaction with their staff.

I do not see much room for improvements, as I enjoyed the entire process very much. The
only aspect where my expectations were not quite met is the orientation course, which (as
I mentioned before) could have been more in-depth and demanding.



I got to interact with both employees of different levels as well as students of various social
sciences. For this reason, I found the integration of various groups of people into the
institution to be excellent.



slow internet, otherwise it was excellent.



The supervision by Dr. Karki was very good. He was very helpful in various regards and
even helped me to get access to other important resource persons.



  

 

 / yes, ____________ €. 

- not as much infrastructure as in Münster (buildings, library, seminar hall etc.)
- not enough access to academic literature
- no free internet in the university zone, generally problem of internet availability and speed
- less open and equal culture of discussion between teachers/researchers and students
(generally not as common in academic settings in Nepal)
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80

(due to undeclared blockade by India, fuel and transportation cost was very high.)

Internet and phone

Transcription of audio files

75

25
25

305



  

Community visit and interview
Religious institutions visit and interview

Participatory observation in religious festivals
Audio file transcription management

Everything went well despite the blockade and political instability in Nepal. However, I
could not manage to visit enough religious institutions and would have liked to interview
more religious activists, including religious leaders, priests and monks.

Many people I interacted with were very open and helpful to me. I frequently got invitations
to take part in their religious and cultural events.
Additionally, I feel very lucky in meeting my host person Dr Karki, who assisted me in
finding several resource persons.

There were some difficulties due to the undeclared blockage / oil and fuel crisis.
Otherwise, I encountered no bad experiences.



  

Due to the large amount of research that is necessary for my thesis, a longer stay would
certainly have allowed me to complete even more of my tasks. In my initial research stay in
early 2015, I found the duration of 8-9 weeks to be very suitable.

- Always discuss with others about your topics, e.g. with your host person and other
members of your host institution.
- Try to collect as many local resources as possible (not only primary, but also secondary,
e.g. local newspaper, magazines, books, etc.)

8-9 weeks


