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How do we write good papers?

vs.

What do readers need in a paper?









Article level

What? How?

function of 
the sections?

“moves” at the
article level

1



Section level

What? How?

function of paragraphs 
in the section?

“moves” at the
paragraph level

2



Paragraph level

What? How?

function of an 
individual paragraph?

“moves” within
paragraphs

3



Sentence level

What? How?

function of 
a sentence?

“moves” at the
sentence level

4



Sentence level

What? How?

function? “moves”4

Paragraph level function? “moves”3

Section level function? “moves”2

Article level function? “moves”1



Sentence level

What? How?

function? “moves”4

Paragraph level function? “moves”3

Section level function? “moves”2

Article level function? “moves”1



Technique: Plan/Check your OC[A]R1



Sentence level

What? How?

function? “moves”4

Paragraph level function? “moves”3

Section level function? “moves”2

Article level function? “moves”1



Technique: Map it out2



Sentence level

What? How?

function? “moves”4

Paragraph level function? “moves”3

Section level function? “moves”2

Article level function? “moves”1



Technique: Reverse outline3



• Link back?

• Issue?

• Point?

• Link back?

• Issue?

• Point?



Sentence level

What? How?

function? “moves”4

Paragraph level function? “moves”3

Section level function? “moves”2

Article level function? “moves”1



Technique: List subject + verb pairs4



Think of these techniques as tools



Final Questions or Thoughts?



Celeste Brennecka celeste.brennecka@uni-muenster.de



Celeste Brennecka celeste.brennecka@uni-muenster.de

Julie Davies jdavies@uni-muenster.de

My new colleague:


