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12 In Memoriam

Иван Панайотов 
(5.09.1942 - 26.02.2017)

В памет на големия български археолог Иван 
Панайотов – учител за много от нас. Човекът, 
който преди повече от четиридесет години от-
вори в българската археология широко врата-
та към познанието за металите и технологиите 
през бронзовата епоха. 

Ivan Panayotov 
(September 5, 1942 - February 26, 2017)

To the memory of the great Bulgarian archaeologist 
Ivan Panayotov – a teacher to many of us and the 
man who forty years ago opened wide a door in 
Bulgarian archaeology to the knowledge about 
Bronze Age metals and technologies.



13In Memoriam

Здравко Цинцов 
(1.06.1953-19.02.2018)

В памет на нашия приятел и колега Здравко 
Цинцов – открил в реките на Западна Бълга-
рия първите находки от „хоризонта Дъбене“, 
създал мостове между българската геология и 
българската археология и извървял с много от 
нас нелекия път на спасителните теренни про-
учвания на Ада тепе.

Zdravko Tsintsov 
(June 1, 1953 – February 19, 2018)

To the memory of our friend and colleague Zdravko 
Tsintsov – who discovered the first finds of the 
“Dabene Horizon” in the rivers of West Bulgaria, 
who built bridges between Bulgarian archaeology 
and Bulgarian geology, and who followed with 
many of us the hard path of the rescue investigations 
on Ada Tepe.



Ада тепе и долината на р. Кесебир. Поглед от юг

Ada Tepe and Kesebir river valley. View from the south



Златната мина от късната бронзова 
епоха на Ада тепе 
Христо Попов, Албрехт Йокенхьофел

The Late Bronze Age Gold Mine  
at Ada Tepe
Hristo Popov, Albrecht Jockenhövel

Забележителните златни находки от Варнен-
ския халколитен некропол (средата на V хил. 
пр. Хр.), свързани с времето на ранния рудо-
добив и металургия в Източнобалканския ре-
гион, доведоха до ново разбиране за ролята на 
златото в обществен, символичен и религио-
зен контекст (виж Димитров, Стойчев в този 
том). И до днес златото е търсен ценен, рядък 
метал с висока нематериална и материална 
стойност. Отличителните му характеристики 
като: цвят, блясък, добра пластичност и коро-
зионна устойчивост срещу външни фактори 
допринасят за това златото от много ранна-
та история да се счита за белег на високо об-
ществено положение (виж Перницка; Цинцов 
в този том).
Многобройните златни находки от древните 
цивилизации на бронзовата епоха (в Месопо-
тамия, Египет, Анатолия, Източно Средизем-
номорие) са доказателство за интензивното 
търсене и експлоатиране на златни залежи. Съ-
временните данни свидетелстват, че в Древен 
Египет добив на злато се извършва още в Доди-
настичния и Династичния период в края на IV –  
началото на III хил. пр. Хр. (Klemm, Klemm 
2013). Интензивното търсене на злато логично 
води до добив не само от лесно достъпни алу-
виални находища, но също и от технологично 
по-трудните коренни находища. Проучването 
на златната мина в Сакдриси (Грузия) дава ясни 
доказателства за добива на златосъдържаща 
руда в този ранен период (Stöllner, Gambashidze 
2011, 187-199; Stöllner 2014, 71-110; виж Щьол-
нер в този том). Следователно трябва да се из-
остави все още широкоразпространената кон-

The spectacular gold finds from the necropo-
lis of Varna (Bulgarian Black Sea coast, mid-
5th millennium BC), which are contemporary 
with early copper mining and metallurgy in 
the Eastern Balkan region, have led to a new 
understanding of the role of gold in a social, 
symbolic and religious context (cf. Dimitrov, 
Stoychev, this volume). Until today, gold has 
been a sought-after precious metal of a high 
ideal and material value. Its particular charac-
teristics, such as rarity, colour, brilliance, good 
formability and corrosive resistance against ex-
ternal factors contributed to making gold a sta-
tus symbol very early in history (cf. Pernicka; 
Tsintsov, this volume).
The rich gold finds from the Bronze age civi-
lizations (in Mesopotamia, Egypt, Anatolia, 
Eastern Mediterranean) are proof of an in-
tense search for suitable gold deposits. Nowa-
days, several clues indicate that in Ancient 
Egypt gold mining was already undertaken in 
Pre- and Early Dynastic times – at the end of 
the 4th/the beginning of the 3rd millennium BC 
(Klemm, Klemm2013). Certainly the intense 
search for gold led to an extraction not only of 
the easily reachable alluvial deposits, but also 
of the technologically more elaborate moun-
tainous deposits. The examination of the gold 
mine of Sakdrisi (Georgia) gives clear evidence 
of the mining of rock gold in this early period 
(Stöllner, Gambashidze 2011, 187-199; Stöll-
ner2014, 71-110; cf. Stöllner, this volume). Be-
cause of that one has to withdraw from the still 
widespread conception that in prehistory up to 
Classical antiquity gold was principally panned 
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Обр. 1. Проучване на останки от открити рудни изработки и отвали в тяхното подножие.  
Североизточни склонове на Ада тепе
Fig. 1. Investigation of remains of open cast mining and waste heaps in their foothill. Northeastern slopes of Ada Tepe

Обр. 2. Част от проуче-
ните по североизточните 
склонове на Ада тепе от-
крити рудни изработки. 
XV в. пр. Хр.

Fig. 2. Part of the excavated 
open cast mine on the 
northeastern slopes of Ada 
Tepe. 15th century BC

Hristo Popov, Albrecht Jockenhövel



195

Обр. 3. Вход на малка галерия по югозападния склон на Ада тепе

Fig. 3. Entrance to a small gallery on the southwestern slopes of Ada Tepe

The Late Bronze Age Gold Mine at Ada Tepe

цепция, че от праисторията до Класическата 
античност златото по принцип се добива от 
реки (Weisgerber, Pernicka 1995, 159-183). Това 
алувиално злато (наричано също разсипно 
злато или самородно злато) лесно се добива с 
проста инфраструктура (виж Цинцов в този 
том) – представете си един човек с панер за 
промиване на злато, образ, познат от „златната 
треска“ през XIX век в Калифорния и Аляска 
(реката Клондайк). Обратното на това, мин-
ният добив (открити рудници или подземни 
мини) изисква много по-сложна организация, 
по-високо ниво на професионални познания и 
влагане на значителни ресурси. 
Специализираните минни археологически 
проучвания през последните десетилетия 
показват, че търсенето и добивът на злато от 
коренни находища като дълготраен процес е 
започнало значително по-рано, отколкото се 
предполагаше до скоро.

from rivers (Weisgerber, Pernicka1995, 159-
183). This alluvial gold (also called stream or 
placer gold) can easily be reached and extract-
ed with a simple infrastructure (cf. Tsintsov, 
this volume) – one may imagine a „one-man-
show“ with a gold pan, as it is known from the 
gold rush of the 19th century in California and 
Alaska (Klondike river), while mining (open-
cast mining and underground mining) requires 
a much more complex organization and effort. 
Archaeological mining research of the last dec-
ades shows that the search and extraction of 
rock gold as an ongoing process had already 
begun earlier than was formerly assumed.  
Since the 1980s, targeted research in the North-
ern Aegean has provided evidence of older gold 
mining activities, which reach back at least to 
the 6th/5th century BC, for example on the is-
land of Thasos, in the Pangaion mountains, on 
Chalkidiki, on the lower courses of the Axios 
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Обр. 4. Отвали.  
Западни склонове на 
Ада тепе. Преработена 
скална маса. Останки 
от златодобива през 
късната бронзова епоха

Fig. 4. Waste heaps. 
Western slopes of Ada 
Tepe. Crushed rocks. 
Remains of gold-mining 
during the Late Bronze 
Age

Обр. 5. Проучване на 
отвал на източния 
склон на Ада тепе

Fig. 5. Research of a waste 
heap on the eastern slope 
of Ada Tepe

Hristo Popov, Albrecht Jockenhövel
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Обр. 6. Фрагменти от каменни инструменти (хромели, чукалки), открити в един от отвалите  
по западните склонове на Ада тепе

Fig. 6. Fragments of stone tools (grinding stones, pestles), found in a waste heap on the western slopes of Ada Tepe

The Late Bronze Age Gold Mine at Ada Tepe

От 1980-те г. целенасочените изследвания в 
Северния Егейски район предоставят дока-
зателства за стар златодобив, които достигат 
поне до VI-V в. пр. Хр., например на остров 
Тасос, в планината Кушиница, в Халкидики, 
по долните течения на реките Вардар и Стру-
ма, в Троада и на други места (Pernicka 1987, 
607-614; Unger 1987, 87-112; Photos et al. 1988, 
179-190; Wagner, Weisgerber 1988; Pernicka et 
al. 2003, 533-599; Vavelidis, Andreou 2008, 361-
366). Новооткритата златна мина на Ада тепе 
се включва в кръга на тези познания и го раз-
ширява (Попов, Илиев 2006, 154-156; Jocken-
hövel, Popov 2008, 251-270; Popov, Jockenhövel 
2011, 265-281; Popov et al. 2011a, 111-126; 
Popov et al. 2011b, 253-290; Popov et al. 2015, 
45-62).
При Ада тепе се разграничават два добре де-
финирани геоложки комплекса: метаморфни 
скали без златоносни жили, достигащи до ви-
сочина от 350 до 380 м, и седиментни скали, 

and Strimon rivers, in the Troad and elsewhere 
(Pernicka 1987, 607-614; Unger 1987, 87-112; 
Photos et al. 1988, 179-190; Wagner, Weisgerber 
1988; Pernicka et al. 2003, 533-599; Vavelidis, 
Andreou 2008, 361-366). The gold mine dis-
covered on Ada Tepe had been added to these 
new bases of our knowledge (Попов, Илиев 
2006, 154-156; Jockenhövel, Popov 2008, 251-
270; Popov, Jockenhövel 2011, 265-281; Popov 
et al. 2011a, 111-126; Popov et al. 2011b, 253-
290; Popov et al. 2015, 45-62).
Two well defined geological complexes can be 
distinguished on Ada Tepe: firstly metamor-
phic rock without gold-bearing metalliferous 
veins, reaching to an elevation of 350 to 380 m, 
and secondly sedimentary rocks, which extend 
from a height of 350 to 380 m up to the moun-
taintop (495 m) (Желев 2007, 104-114; Zhelev, 
Hasson 2002, 58-59). The about 35-million-
year-old sedimentary complex contains gold-
bearing quartz-adularia joints of hypothermal 
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които се разполагат от височина 350-380 м до 
върха (който е на 495 м н.в.) (Желев 2007, 104-
114; Zhelev, Hasson 2002, 58-59). Седиментният 
комплекс, на възраст от около 35 милиона го-
дини, съдържа златоносни кварцово-адулар-
ни жили с хидротермален произход и е ясно 
диференциран от метаморфните пластове. 
Във високите части на жилите златото е ес-
тествено смесено със сребро (в съотношение 
до 70% Au: 30% Ag = електрум), а в дълбочина 
то е почти чисто (до 99% Au) и без същест-
вени примеси от минерали. Тези характерис-
тики без съмнение са били привлекателни за 
праисторическите маньори. Така те са можели 
да получат един много чист краен продукт.  
Според сегашното състояние на изследвания-
та, особено след анализа на наличните радио-
въглеродни данни (14C-данни) и контекстуал-
ното им обвързване с различните, свързани 
с миннодобивни дейности зони, добивът на 
злато на Ада тепе започва в началото на XV 
в. пр. Хр. Преди това върхът не е бил населен 
и не се регистрира човешко присъствие. В на-
чалото златодобивът започва на самия връх и 

origin and is different from the metamorphic 
layers. In the upper layers there is a natural 
mixture of gold and silver (in a relation of 
70% Au: 30% Ag = electrum). In the lower lay-
ers there is almost pure gold (up to 99% Au) 
without significant additions of further miner-
als, which doubtlessly made it attractive for the 
prehistoric miners as they could achieve an al-
most pure end product. 
According to the current state of research, espe-
cially after the evaluation of several radiocarbon 
data (14C-data) and their correlation with the 
various excavation areas and mining activities, 
gold mining began in the early 15th century BC. 
Before, the mountain has been uninhabited and 
unused. In the beginning, mining was undertak-
en on the mountaintop and in the upper areas of 
the northeastern hillside (Fig. 1-2). By means of 
open-cast mining, the upper areas of the quartz 
veins, were extracted. A settlement was estab-
lished on the edge of the mountaintop: at least 
20 huts were put up in two rows (Popov et al. 
2017; Horejs 2017). Despite the modern-day de-
struction of the area, ten house structures could 

Обр. 7.  Кварцитни чукалки за счукване и смилане на руда. Ада тепе. Късна бронзова епоха

Fig. 7.  Quartz pestles for crushing and grinding of ore. Ada Tepe. Late Bronze Age
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Обр. 8. Археологически  
експеримент. Използване  
на огън в процеса на  
рудодобив. 1-2. Нагряване 
на златосъдържащата 
кварц-адуларова жила

Fig. 8. Archaeological 
experiment. Fire setting  
in the mining process.  
1-2. Heating of the gold-
containing quartz-adularia 
vein

Обр. 8. 3. Шоково  
охлаждане с вода  
на нагорещената скала

Fig. 8. 3. Shock cooling  
of the heated rock with water

The Late Bronze Age Gold Mine at Ada Tepe
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Обр. 9. Добити след процеса на нагряване късове 
от кварц-адуларовата жила. Рудни образци  
с високо съдържание на злато

Fig. 9. Pieces of quartz-adularia vein, obtained after  
the heating process. Ore samples with high gold-content

по горните части на североизточните склоно-
ве (Обр. 1-2). Чрез работа по открит способ се 
извличат горните зони на кварцовите жили. 
Близо до върха е било изградено сезонно се-
лище, в което е имало най-малко 20 колиби, 
организирани в две успоредни редици (Popov 
et al. 2017; Horejs 2017). Въпреки съвременно-
то разрушаване на терена, стана възможно да 
се проучат част от тези жилища (виж Попов в 
този том).
Според геоложките доклади билото на Ада 
тепе е било с няколко метра по-високо и е 
изцяло отстранено при първите миннодо-
бивни дейности. На тази изкуствено създа-
дена овална площадка няколко десетилетия 
след началото на организирания златодобив 
се премества селището, като заема централна 
позиция на върха. Постепенно рудодобивът 
се разпростира върху цялата горна площ на 
билото. Огромните му отвали (Обр. 4-5) по-
криват почти всички склонове 
Теренните наблюдения, многобройните еди-
нични находки и групи от находки дават ва-
жна информация за технологичната верига от 
операции (chaîne opératoire) при златодобива 
на Ада тепе. За експлоатацията на златоносни 
руди е използвана отдавна известната техни-
ка, при която с помощта на огън рудосъдър-
жащите скали се нагряват (Popov et al.  2014, 
27-44; Harding, Kavruk 2010, 131-167). При 
високата температура златоносните кварцо-
ви жили и вместващите ги скали се напукват, 
така че златоносната руда може лесно да се 
извлече (Обр. 8). Като цяло инструментите на 
древните миньори са прости. В отвалите и на 
мястото на разработките са откриват счупени 
или изоставени каменни инструменти за от-
цепване, раздробяване и смилане (Обр. 6-7). 
Комплектът инструменти на миньора се със-
тои от груби и тежки каменни чукове или из-
цяло немодифицирани каменни инструменти. 
Т. нар. чукове с жлеб (Rillenschlägel), които са 
типични за почти всички други праистори-
чески мини, не са намерени на Ада тепе. На 
откритията, направени през последните го-
дини в солните мини в румънските Карпати 
(Harding, Kavruk 2010, 131-167) и в Източно-
алпийската зона (Goldenberg 2015/2016, 151-
163; Stöllner 2015/2016, 247-253; Reschreiter, 
Kowarik 2015/2016, 289-296; виж Т. Щьолнер 

be investigated. According to geological reports, 
the summit used to be a few metres higher, 
but was completely dismantled during the first 
mining activities. The settlement moved to this 
man-made oval place and took a central posi-
tion on top of the summit. After a few decades, 
the extraction spread out over the entire upper 
area of the mountaintop. Its mighty waste heaps 
(Fig. 4-5) cover almost all surrounding slopes 
(cf. Popov, this volume).
Many observations, findings and find groups 
provide information about the technologi-
cal chain of operations (chaîne opératoire) of 
the mining on Ada Tepe, even though some 
questions have remained unanswered. For the 
extraction of the gold-bearing rock the long-
known technique of fire-setting was used 
(Popov et al. 2014, 27-44; Harding, Kavruk 
2010, 131-167).The fire caused the gold-bear-
ing quartz veins and the surrounding rock to 
crack, so that the gold-bearing ore could easily 



201

Обр. 10. Археологически експеримент: счукана и стрита на прах руда

Fig. 10. Archaeological experiment: crushed and grinded ore

Обр. 11. Промиване 
на рудния концен-
трат. Златото се 
появява на дъното 
на панера 

Fig. 11. Washing of  
the ore concentrate.  
The gold appears on  
the bottom of the pane

The Late Bronze Age Gold Mine at Ada Tepe
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Обр. 12. Златото от Ада тепе е с много дребнозърнест състав. SEM-изображения от различни образци. 
Автор Здравко Цинцов

Fig. 12. Ada Tepe gold is v ery fine grained. SEM-images of different samples. Autor Zdravko Tsintsov

Hristo Popov, Albrecht Jockenhövel

в този том), дължим познанията си за всички 
миннодобивни етапи, извършвани с инстру-
менти, изработени от дърво. Със сигурност 
такива са били използвани и на Ада тепе, но 
не са запазени. Археологическите експери-
менти ясно показват, че прости дървени ин-
струменти и сечива (клинове, дървени чуко-
ве, лостове, дървен материал за укрепване и 
др.) също биха могли да са полезни за първите 
технологични стъпки в chaîne opératoire.
Добитата руда (Обр. 9) се сортира на място и 
подходящият златоносен материал се носи до 
местата за последваща обработка. На работни 
площадки рудата се нагрява допълнително с 
огън, натрошава се и се смила фино (Обр. 10), 
за да се получи златоносен концентрат. След 
това той се промива (Обр. 11) и стопява. След 
този трудоемък процес се появява златото, 
което дотогава е едва видимо. 
Златото от Ада тепе е много дребнозърнесто и 
почти незабележимо с човешко око (Обр. 12). 

be extracted (Figs. 8, 9). On the whole the tools 
of the ancient miners were very simple. In the 
waste heaps (Fig. 4) and on the processing site 
several broken or left-behind stone tools for 
knocking, hammering and grinding were found 
(Fig. 6-7). The miner’s toolset consisted of 
coarse and heavy hammerstones or entirely un-
modified stone tools. So-called fluted hammers 
(dt.: Rillenschlägel), which as important archae-
ological indicators were typical of almost all 
other prehistoric mines were not found at Ada 
Tepe. Meanwhile, from salt mining sites in the 
Romanian Carpathians (Harding, Kavruk 2010, 
131-167) and the Eastern Alpine area (Golden-
berg 2015/2016, 151-163; Stöllner 2015/2016, 
247-253; Reschreiter, Kowarik 2015/2016, 289-
296; cf. Stöllner, this volume), discovered in 
the past, several wooden tools are known for 
almost all mining and extracting stages. These 
were certainly also used at Ada Tepe, but have 
not been preserved. Archaeological experi-
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Неоспоримите данни за мащабен добив през 
късната бронзова епоха показват, че това 
обстоятелство очевидно не е било пречка за 
тогавашните рудари, което свидетелства и за 
нивото на техните познания и професионал-
ни умения. Вероятно с помощта на целенасо-
чено опробване (виж Щьолнер в този том) те 
са достигали до местата с най-високи съдър-
жания на злато. 
Трудно е да се каже дали топенето на благо-
родния метал се е извършвало в планината. 
Тъй като са открити само една златна стопил-
ка – малък къс самородно злато – и няколко 
късчета шлака (Cat. № 326), че в голямата си 
част тези последни, но изключително важни 
технологични стъпки, са извършвани другаде. 
Вероятно водата от някои от изворите (от-
части действащи и днес), разположени по-на-
долу, по склоновете на хълма, е била използ-
вана за процеса на промиване. Те могат да се 
локализират освен при теренни проучвания, 
така също и с помощта на геоморфоложко 
моделиране. Експериментите показват, че при 
използването на една и съща вода за проми-
ване на златото не е било необходимо голямо 
количество от нея. Но течащата вода е била 
необходима също така и за снабдяване на се-
лището на миньорите. 
Информацията, събрана от многогодишните 
теренни проучвания, оставя впечатление, че 
миньорите от Ада тепе са пристигнали при 
новооткрития източник на злато със своята 
организация, професионални знания и опит. 
Може да се предположи, че те целенасочено 
са търсели и проучвали находищата в района. 
Откъде е пристигнала тази миньорска общ-
ност, е интригуващ въпрос, на който не може 
да се даде отговор при сегашното състояние 
на изследванията. 
Но според нас е напълно оправдана тезата, 
че към времето на началото на златодобива 
на Ада тепе вече е същестувала една офор-
мена професионална група, занимаваща се 
с рударство и металургия. През бронзовата 
епоха минното дело в Европа се развива и 
утвърждава като основен икономически сек-
тор. Като доказателства могат да се посочат 
интензивният добив на мед (напр. Митер-
берг, Австрия – Stöllner 2015/2016 и цити-
раната литература) и сол (Халщат, Австрия 

ments have demonstrated that simple wooden 
instruments (wedges, wooden hammers, levers, 
head wood, timbering etc.) can also be useful 
for the first technological steps in a chaîne opé-
ratoire.
The extracted rock (Fig. 9) was sorted on-site 
and suitable gold-bearing material was taken to 
the processing sites, where it was made brittle 
by fire, crushed further and finally ground (Fig. 
10), so that a gold-bearing concentrate could 
be won. Afterwards it was washed (Fig. 11) and 
smelted. It was only after this labour-intensive 
process that the gold appeared, which had hard-
ly been visible until then. The gold from Ada 
Tepe is very fine grained and almost invisible in 
normal observation (Fig. 12). The undisputable 
data for a large scale extraction during the Late 
Bronze Age speak of the fact that tis obviously 
was not an obstacle for the ancient miners. This 
testifies for their knowledge and professional 
skills. Probably by aimed sampling (cf. Stöllner, 
this volume) they reached the places with the 
highest gold content. 
It is hard to say whether the smelting process 
took place on the mountain. Because only 
one melted gold object (Cat. № 326) and a few 
slags were discovered. It cannot be ruled out 
that these last, but extremely important steps 
were carried out somewhere else, possibly out-
side the site. Processing plants were set up in 
the northern and northwestern sections of the 
mountaintop, in the upper areas of the western 
slopes and in some of the exploitation areas. 
Flowing springs (partially still active today), 
situated further down the side of the moun-
tain, were presumably used for washing. They 
could be located through prospections and ge-
omorphological models. Experimental testing 
showed that by repeated use of the same wa-
ter for washing the gold not much water was 
needed. This flowing water was also necessary 
for the supply of the settlement. 
From the information gained in many years of 
field studies one gets the impression that the min-
ers of Ada Tepe arrived at their newly discovered 
gold source equipped with their organization, 
professional knowledge and empirical experi-
ence. One may presume that they searched for and 
prospected deposit sites in a goal-directed way in 
the region. Where these miners’ community came 
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и румънските Карпати; Reschreiter – Kowarik 
2015/2016 и цитираната литература; Harding, 
Kavruk 2013). Във все по-обвързания иконо-
мически свят на късната бронзова епоха ре-
дица важни ресурси са били осигуравани  от 
все по-интензивния добив в основни рудни 
райони и далече достигащи надрегионални 
доставки.    
Изненадващото откритие – златната мина 
Ада тепе, постави във фокуса на изследва-
нията югоизточния Балкански полуостров 
(особено Родопите) като минодобивен ланд-
шафт от късната бронзова епоха, в който 
водещо място заемат няколко полиметални 
находища. Такива има и в районите на Сред-
на гора и Странджа. Много от тях са злато-
носни. При съществуващото ниво на знания 
не е ясно дали те са разработвани през брон-
зовата епоха. Проучванията, извършени в 
рамките на проект, подкрепен от фондация 
„Александър фон Хумболт“, демонстрираха 
важната роля на минното дело и свързаната 
с него икономика в различни периоди (Jo-
ckenhövel, Popov 2008; Popov et al. 2011а). 
Златни, сребърни, медни и железни рудници 
са разработвани от късната бронзова епоха, 
през класическия период, елинизма, римско 
и византийско време до периода на Късното 
средновековие (Карта 1). През тези продъл-
жителни исторически епохи Източните Ро-
допи са били важен миннодобивен район за 
тази част от Югоизточна Европа и Егейския 
регион. 
Изследването на златодобивния рудник Ада 
тепе осигурява изключително рядка възмож-
ност за мащабно проучване на древен рудник 
и прилежащото му селище в общ контекст. 
При ясното и недвусмислено датиране в къс-
ната бронзова епоха засега Ада тепе се оказва 
най-старият известен златодобивен рудник в 
Европа! Все пак още има въпроси, които за 
сега остават без отговор, такива например са 
въпросите за продължителността и  края на 
добива на злато. Или защо след бронзовата 
епоха повече не е добивано злато на Ада тепе 
и защо находището е забравено, дори и във 
времената на пристрастяване към златото, 
както например при апогея на траките през 
късната желязна епоха, по времето на Рим-
ската империя, в епохата на Византия, в Ста-

from is an intriguing question, which cannot yet 
be answered at the present stage of evaluation. An 
existing professional group may be assumed how-
ever. Mining was an already established economic 
sector in the European Bronze Age. As evidence 
the intense copper  and salt mining  in the increas-
ingly linked world of the Late Bronze Age should 
be mentioned, which probably ensured the supra-
regional supply of these important resources (e.g. 
Mitterberg, Austria – Stöllner 2015/2016 and the 
associated bibliography); Hallstatt, Austria: Re-
schreiter – Kowarik 2015/2016 and the associated 
bibliography, and Romanian Carpathians: Hard-
ing – Kavruk 2010 [cit. note 11]; Harding, Kavruk 
2013). In the increasing economically connected 
Late Bronze Age world, a number of important 
resources were provided by the intensive yield 
in the main ore regions and by the far-reaching 
supra-regional supplies.
Through the surprising discovery of the goldmine 
on Ada Tepe, the Southeastern Balkan peninsula, 
as a further Late Bronze Age mining landscape, 
moves into the focus of research, especially the 
Rhodope mountains where several polymetal-
lic deposits exist in the regions of Sredna Gora 
and Strandzha (Map 1). Many of these are gold-
bearing. At the present stage of our research, it 
is unknown whether they were exploited in the 
Bronze Age. Field surveys carried out within the 
framework of a project supported by the Alexan-
der von Humboldt-Stiftung in Bonn (Germany) 
(2008-2010), have repeatedly demonstrated the 
important role of the miners’ profession and of 
the associated economy in different periods (Jock-
enhövel, Popov 2008; Popov et al. 2011а). Gold, 
silver, copper and iron mines were exploited from 
the Late Bronze Age through Hellenistic, Roman 
and Byzantine times to the Late Middle Ages. This 
is why the Eastern Rhodopes are regarded as an 
important mining district for the entire region. 
The research of the gold mine on Ada Tepe pro-
vides the almost singular opportunity to broadly 
examine a mine and a settlement in a joint con-
text. Both date to the Late Bronze Age. With this 
dating, Ada Tepe is the oldest currently known 
gold mine of Europe! Yet some questions still re-
main unanswered, for example the duration and 
the end of gold mining there. Or why gold was 
never again exploited there afterwards and Ada 
Tepe was forgotten, even in gold-addicted times, 
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Карта 1. Местоположение на стари рудници, локализирани на територията на Източните Родопи  
1. Хасковски минерални бани/Чала; 2. Лозен; 3. Вълче поле; 4. Камилски дол; 5. Маджарово; 6. Черничино; 
7. Попско; 8. Белополци; 9. Розино; 10. Ленско; 11. Ада тепе; 12. Друмче; 13. Ауста; 14. Седефче; 15. Пловка; 
16. Бенковски; 17. Македонци; 18. Стремци

Map 1. Location of old mines, detected on the territory of Eastern Rhodope Mountains
1. Haskovo Mineral Bath/Chala; 2. Lozen; 3. Valche Pole; 4. Kamilski Dol; 5. Madjarovo; 6. Chernichino;  
7. Popsko; 8. Belopoltsi; 9. Rozino; 10. Lensko; 11. Ada Tepe; 12. Drumche; 13. Austa; 14. Sedefche; 15. Plovka;  
16. Benkovski; 17. Makedontsi; 18. Stremtsi

The Late Bronze Age Gold Mine at Ada Tepe

робългарското, Османското и Новото време 
(реално чак до 1990-те години). Тази инте-
ресна съдба е била основен фактор, позво-
ляващ археологическите структури от този 
толкова ранен период да бъдат запазени и до 
днес. Благодарение на придобитата инфор-
мация, Ада тепе може да се разглежда като 
модел за използването на ландшафта на Ро-
допите през късната бронзова епоха.      

such as in the heyday of the Thracians, during the 
Imperium Romanum, in the Byzantine period, in 
the Old-Bulgarian, Ottoman as well as modern 
times (actually up to the 1990s). This fate was the 
decisive reason why the mining structures have 
been  preserved until today. Ada Tepe can there-
fore be taken as a model for the Late Bronze Age 
landscape usage and management of the Rho-
dope mountains. 
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Златно съкровище от Вълчитрън.  
Късна бронзова епоха. НАИМ 

Valchitran gold treasure. Late Bronze Age. NAIM



Върхът Ада тепе се намира в Източните Ро-
допи (Обр. 1). Разположен е на левия бряг на 
река Крумовица, един от основните притоци 
на Арда. В непосредствена близост на северо-
изток се намира днешният град Крумовград, 
център на община и едно от най-големите се-
лища в тази част на планината.
Ада тепе е разпознат като място, на което има 
останки от археологически обект още в края 
на 80-те – началото на 90-те години на XX век 
от Георги Нехризов. Тогава е и регистриран от 
своя откривател като тракийско светилище в 
Археологическа карта на България. 
Началото на активните геолого-проучвател-
ски дейности и регистрацията на златното 

Ада тепе до Крумовград,  
Източни Родопи
Христо Попов

Ada Tepe near Krumovgrad,  
Eastern Rhodope Mountain
Hristo Popov

Обр. 1. Ада тепе. Панорамен поглед към западните и югозападни склонове на върха
Fig. 1. Ada Tepe. Panoramic view of the western and southwestern slopes of the peak

Ada Tepe peak is situated in the Eastern Rhodopes 
(Fig. 1), on the left bank of the river Krumovitsa, 
one of the main tributaries of the river Arda. Mod-
ern Krumovgrad, municipality center and one of 
the largest towns in this part of the mountain, is 
located in immediate proximity to the northeast.
Georgi Nehrizov recognized Ada Tepe as an ar-
chaeological site already in the late 1980s and the 
early 1990s. Then, he registered it in the Archaeo-
logical Map of Bulgaria as a Thracian sanctuary.
The start of intensive geological surveys and the 
discovery of Han Krum gold deposit led to the or-
ganization of urgent archaeological investigations 
in the highest parts of the peak (Нехризов, Миков 
2002; Нехризов 2003; Нехризов 2006а; cf. Nehr-
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находище „Хан Крум“ водят до провеждане-
то на интензивни, спасителни археологически 
проучвания в най-високите части на върха 
(Нехризов, Миков 2002; Нехризов 2003; Не-
хризов 2006; виж Нехризов, Цветкова в този 
том). В хода на първите кампании е открита 
двулицева стена, затваряща овално простран-
ство с диаметър около 17 м. Проучена е както 
стената и прилежащото ѝ пространство, така 
и стратиграфски пластове и части от струк-
тури от по-ранни периоди, върху които тя е 
разположена или респективно е пресичала. 
Съобразно тогавашния обем от събрана през 
първите археологически кампании информа-
ция е изградена хипотезата, че на това място 
е съществувало светилище, което континюи-
тетно е функционирало през продължителен 
период от време, обхващащ няколко периода 
от късната бронзова епоха до края на елини-
зма, включително (виж Нехризов, Цветкова в 
този том).
Информацията за първите разпознати остан-
ки от древен златодобив (Нехризов 2003; Jelev, 
Hаsson 2002; Желев 2007 и тяхното предвари-
телно проучване (Попов, Илиев 2006; Popov, 
Jockenhövel, Tsintsov, Iliev 2011) води до широ-
комащабни спасителни археологически про-
учвания по всички площи на върха, предвиде-
ни за съвременен златодобив. В продължение 
на няколко години, в периода 2008-2015 г., в 
ръководството на теренните издирвания и на 
спасителните разкопки (съобразно последо-
вателността на кампаниите) участват: Христо 
Попов, Станислав Илиев, Албрехт Йокенхьо-
фел, Пламен Георгиев, Кристиан Гроор, Краси-
мир Ников, Руслан Стойчев, Марина Колева. 
Въпреки ускорените темпове и спасителния 
характер на теренната работа, едно от големи-
те предимства, които проектът Ада тепе дава 
на археологическото проучване, е възмож-
ността да се работи на много голяма площ и 
да се придобие широк поглед за разнообраз-
ни процеси, свързани с рудодобива и обита-
ването през различни исторически периоди. 
Събраната огромна информационна база дан-
ни, нейната обработка в рамките на няколко 
интердисциплинарни направления и рабо-
тата по различни, основни за обекта, научни 
въпроси разкриват една много динамична 
картина на човешкото присъствие на върха 

Ada Tepe near Krumovgrad, Eastern Rhodope Mountain

izov, Tsvetkova, this volume). In the course of the 
first campaigns, the remains of a circular wall with 
two faces were uncovered, enclosing an oval area, 
17 m in diameter. The wall and its surroundings 
were excavated, as well as stratigraphic layers and 
parts of structures from earlier periods, overlaid, 
respectively disturbed, by the wall. In accordance 
with the collected evidence during the first sea-
sons, a hypothesis was proposed that the sanctuary 
that existed here had functioned continuously for a 
long period, from several phases of the Late Bronze 
Age to the end of the Hellenistic Period included 
(cf. Nehrizov, Tsvetkova, this volume). 
The information about the first recognized traces 
from ancient gold mining (Нехризов 2003; Zhelev, 
Hаsson 2002; Желев 2007) and the preliminary 
investigations (Попов, Илиев 2006; Popov et al. 
2011b) led to large-scale rescue excavations of all 
areas of the peak that were to be affected by the 
modern gold mining. For several years, from 2008 
to 2015, many archaeologists took part in the di-
rection of the field surveys and the rescue inves-
tigations (following the order of the campaigns): 
Hristo Popov, Stanislav Iliev, Albrecht Jockenhövel, 
Plamen Georgiev, Christian Groer, Krassimir Nik-
ov, Ruslan Stojchev, and Marina Koleva.
Despite the tight schedule and the salvage nature 
of the field investigations, one of the major advan-
tages that Ada Tepe Project provided for the ar-
chaeologists was to cover a very large area and to 
gain a comprehensive overview about the diverse 
processes related to the mining and the habita-
tion of the place in various historical periods. The 
enormous database that was compiled and its pro-
cessing in the framework of several interdiscipli-
nary fields, as well as the analysis of several major 
scientific aspects of the site reveal a very dynamic 
picture of human occupation of the peak during 
several historical periods. Ada Tepe site could be 
defined more as large complex that comprised a 
gold mine, the settlements that were related to its 
exploitation, and sanctuaries, settlements and ne-
cropoleis from later periods. Various remains of 
human occupation that belong to several stages of 
the Late Bronze and the Early Iron ages, the Hel-
lenistic Period, and the Late Antiquity have been 
unearthed on Ada Tepe (Popov et al. 2015; Ников, 
Попов 2016; Popov et al. 2017).
For the scientific problems that are the subject of 
the present volume, the period of the Late Bronze 
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Обр. 2. Селище в североизточната част на билото на Ада тепе. Първа половина на XV в. пр. Хр.
Fig. 2. Settlement in the northeastern part of the ridge of Ada Tepe. First half of 15th century BC

Обр. 3. Основи на жилище. Сектор I-7. Първа половина на XV в. пр. Хр.
Fig. 3. Foundations of a dwelling, Sector I-7. First half of the 15th century BC

Hristo Popov
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през различни исторически периоди. Обек-
тът Ада тепе може да бъде определен по-скоро 
като голям комплекс, обхващащ златодобивен 
рудник, свързани с неговата експлоатация 
селища, светилище, селища и некрополи от 
по-късни периоди. На Ада тепе се разкриват 
разнообразни останки от човешко присъст-
вие, обхващащо няколко етапа от късната 
бронзова и ранната желязна епохи, елиниче-
ската епоха и периода на късната античност 
(Popov et al. 2015; Ников, Попов 2016; Popov 
et al. 2017).
За научните проблеми, разглеждани в насто-
ящия сборник, основен интерес представлява 
периодът на късната бронзова епоха. Въз ос-
нова на многобройната информация, с която 
разполагаме днес, може да се твърди, че пър-
вопричина за човешкото присъствие на върха 
е било златото. 
Стратиграфските наблюдения и придобити-
те от различните участъци на върха серии от 
абсолютни радиокарбонни дати показват, че 
около средата на II хил. пр. Хр. богатото злат-
но находище е било открито, след което на 
върха е започнал открит добив, който посте-
пенно се е разпрострял на широка площ по 
всички склонове (виж Попов, Йокенхьофел в 
този том). Златодобивният рудник е бил ос-
новната притегателна точка, около която са се 
развивали редица необходими допълнителни 
дейности и сателитни структури през ранните 
етапи на късната бронзова епоха. Придоби-
тата от дългогодишните теренни проучвания 
информация оставя впечатление, че рударите, 
открили златното находище, са дошли целена-
сочено на Ада тепе с вече налични технически 
познания. Това би могъл да е индикатор за 
причините, довели до бързото колонизиране 
на планината през късната бронзова епоха. В 
сравнение с предходните периоди видимо на-
растват интензитетът и гъстотата на човешко-
то обитаване (виж Нехризов, Цветкова в този 
том). Една от възможните хипоези е, че тър-
сенето и разработването на нови природни 
ресурси (и в частност на благородни и цветни 
метали) би могло да е сред основните причи-
ни, повлияли за развитието на тези процеси. 
На Ада тепе за археологическото проучване се 
предостави благоприятна възможност в общ 
контекст да бъдат проучени както техноло-

Age is of utmost importance. Based on the large 
body of evidence at our disposal, it could be stated 
that gold was the main reason for the human pres-
ence on the peak.
Stratigraphic observations and a series of radiocar-
bon dates obtained from various sectors of the peak 
indicate that the rich gold deposit was discovered 
about the middle of the 2nd mill. BC, and open min-
ing started at the peak, gradually expanding over a 
large area on all slopes (cf. Popov, Jockenhövel, this 
volume). The gold mine was the main focal point 
around which other necessary activities and satel-
lite structures developed in the early stages of the 
Late Bronze Age. The information that was collect-
ed during several years of fieldwork creates the im-
pression that te miners that discovered the gold de-
posit came to Ada Tepe of purpose, already in pos-
session of all necessary technical knowledge. This 
could be an indicator regarding the reasons that 
led to the colonisation of the mountain in the Late 
Bronze Age. Compared to earlier periods, there is 
a visible increase of the intensity and the density 
of the human occupation (cf. Nehrizov, Tsvetkova 
this volume). One possible hypothesis is that the 
search for and the exploitation of new natural re-
sourses (and of precious and nonferous metals in 
particular) could be one of the main reasons that 
influenced the development of these processes.
Ada Tepe provided the opportunity to investigate 
archaeologically in a broader context both the tech-
nological traces from the mining that was practiced 
here and the remains of the accompanying habita-
tion. Although remains of several Late Bronze Age 
settlements in the Eastern Rhodopes have been 
investigated in the last decades (Дремсизова-
Нелчинова 1984; Лещаков 1990; Попов 2009), Ada 
Tepe offered for the first time the occasion to exca-
vate settlements situated on the top of a hill – a type 
that is typical of the period and the region. Thus, 
important information has been collected about the 
main specifics of this agglomeration (internal organ-
ization, manner of construction, social and profes-
sional structure of the local population, etc.). Two 
Late Bronze Age settlements located on the ridge of 
the peak were investigated. They were not contem-
porary but were created one after the other.
In the first quarter of the 15th century BC, a set-
tlement emerged on the northeastern part of the 
ridge (Popov et al. 2017). At this place, the ridge 
is naturally wider and offers suitable and relatively 
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гичните останки от осъществявания на това 
място рудодобив, така и следи от съпътстващо 
го обитаване. Макар и през последните някол-
ко десетилетия на територията на Източните 
Родопи неколкократно да са били проучвани 
части от къснобронзови селища (Дремсизова-
Нелчинова 1984; Лещаков 1990; Попов 2009), 
то в настоящия случай за първи път се пре-
достави възможност в по-голям обем да бъдат 
проучени селища, разположени върху въвзви-
шение – тип, който е много характерен за епо-
хата и за района. По такъв начин бе събрана 
важна информация за основни характеристи-
ки на тези агломерации (вътрешна организа-
ция, начин на застрояване, обществена и про-
фесионална струкура на обитаващата ги попу-
лация и пр.). Бяха открити и проучени две се-
лища от къснобронзовата епоха, разположени 
в билните части на върха. Те не са синхронни, 
а са били изградени едно след друго.
През първата четвърт на XV в. пр. Хр. е въз-
никнало селище в североизточната част на би-

Обр. 4. Останки от селище в централните части на върха. XV-XII в. пр. Хр.
Fig. 4. Remains of the settlement in the central parts of the peak, 15th-12th century BC 

level terrain. Parallel to the slope, shortly before 
it starts descending steeply to north-northeast, a 
massive retaining wall was built that additionally 
leveled and strengthened the terrain. Above the 
wall, the dwellings of the settlement were built in 
two parallel rows (Fig. 2). Most of them had elon-
gated rectangular layout (Fig. 3) and relatively light 
construction – foundations of large split stones 
with wooden superstructure (posts with wattle of 
branches), probably plastered with clay.
The manner of building and the uniform internal 
organization create the impression that the settle-
ment was built in short terms, following a com-
prehensive, premeditated plan. The analysis of the 
stratigraphy, the general specifics of the dwellings 
and the inventory from them allow for offering ar-
guments in favour of the hypothesis that the set-
tlement was not permanently inhabited through-
out the year, but it was rather a seasonal camp that 
served the miners when they actively worked on 
the peak (Popov et al. 2017). These conclusions 
raise some extremely intriguing questions regard-
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лото (Popov et al 2017). На това място то има 
естествено разширение и предлага удобен, 
сравнително равен терен.  Успоредно на скло-
на, малко преди той да започне да се спуска 
стръмно на север-североизток, е изградена 
солидна терасираща стена, която допълнител-
но е укрепила и подравнила терена. Над нея, в 
две успоредни редици, са били изградени къ-
щите на селището (Обр. 2). Повечето от тях са 
имали издължен правоъгълен план (Обр. 3). 
Конструкцията им е била сравнително лека – 
цокъл от средно големи, ломени камъни, над 
който е била изграждана дървена суперструк-
ция (колове и преплетени пръти), вероятно 
измазвана с глина. 
Начинът на застрояване и единната вътреш-
на организация създават впечатлението, че 
селището е било изградено в кратки сроко-
ве, по общ, предварителен план. Анализът на 
стратиграфията, общите характеристики на 
постройките, инвентарът, открит в тях, поз-
волява да се изградят аргументи в полза на 
хипотезата, че това селище не е било обита-
вано постоянно през всички части на година-
та, а е било по-скоро сезонен лагер, ползван 
от рударите по време на активната им работа 
на върха (Popov et al 2017). Подобни изводи 
поставят изключително интересни въпроси, 
свързани със социалната и професионалната 

Обр. 5. Деструк-
ция от построй-
ки. Централна 
част на върха. 
Сектор G-11 
XV-XIV в. пр. Хр.
Fig. 5. Debris from 
a light construction 
dwelling. Central 
parts of the peak, 
Sector G-11. 15Th-
14th century BC  

ing the social and the professional organization of 
the community that extracted gold from Ada Tepe 
in the Late Bronze Age. The intensive mining in the 
warm part of the year by a compact group of people 
raises questions about how they were supplied with 
food, clothing, tools, etc. The need to create such 
an organization suggests a larger demographic and 
social base that supported the gold mining on Ada 
Tepe in the Late Bronze Age. One should count in 
not only the people that were directly involved in 
mining and metallurgy, but also those that indi-
rectly aided them with their work.
Around the middle of the 15th century BC, the set-
tlement in the northeastern part of the ridge was 
abandoned in an organized manner. The habitation 
moved some 200 m to the south and occupied the 
central part of the peak (Fig. 4), where several dec-
ades of mining had shaped a broad and level space. 
The reasons for this transformation were probably 
organizational. Mining had expanded on all slopes 
and the waste from the working places that were 
still functioning on the ridge gradually covered 
large portions of the first settlement.
After the middle of the 15th century, the habitation 
of the peak went through several stages. The inter-
nal organization and the density of the buildings 
changed repeatedly, however without major modi-
fications in the specifics of the buildings. They were 
again of light construction – stone foundations and 
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Обр. 6. Основи на постройка с кръгъл план. Централна част на върха. Сектор G-11. XIV-XIII в. пр. Хр.
Fig. 6. Foundations of a round dwelling. Central parts of the peak, Sector G-11. 14Th-13th century BC

Обр. 7. Остан-
ки от дървена-
та конструк-
ция на покрив 
на постройка 
с кръгъл план. 
Централна 
част на върха.
Сектор G-11 

Fig. 7. Remains 
from the wooden 
construction 
of the roof of a 
round dwelling. 
Central parts of 
the peak, Sector 
G-11
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организация на общността, добивала злато на 
Ада тепе през късната бронзова епоха. Актив-
ното занимаване с рудодобив през топлите 
сезони на годината на една компактна група 
от хора поставя отворени въпроси за нейно-
то снабдяване с храна, дрехи, инструменти и 
пр. Необходимостта от създаването на такава 
организация предполага наличието на една 
по-широка демографска и социална база, вър-
ху която е стъпвал златодобивът на Ада тепе 
през късната бронзова епоха. Трябва да бъдат 
отчитани не само пряко участващите в рудар-
ството и металургията хора, но и тези, чийто 
труд е бил косвено привлечен.
Около средата на XV в. пр. Хр. селището в се-
вероизточния участък на билото било орга-
низирано напуснато. Обитаването се премес-
тило  на около 200 м на юг и се разположило 
в централните части на върха (Обр. 4), където 
след няколко десетилетия активен рудодо-
бив се оформила широка, овална площадка. 
Вероятно причините за тази промяна имали 
организационен характер. Рудодобивът се 
разраснал по всички склонове, а отпадъкът от 
работните площадки, които продължавали да 
функционират на билото, постепенно затру-
пал големи части от първото селище. 
След средата на XV в. пр. Хр. обитаването на 
върха преминало през различни етапи Вът
решната организация и гъстота на застроя

Обр. 8. Основи 
на правоъгъл-
но помещение, 
разположено от 
вътрешната 
страна на из-
градената през 
XIII в. крепостна 
стена. Последен 
етап на късната 
бронзова епоха 

Fig. 8. 
Foundations of a 
round dwelling to 
the inside of the 
fortress wall built 
in the 13th c. BC. 
Last stage of the 
Late Bronze Age

wooden superstructure, plastered with clay. None-
theless, a greater diversity of layouts could be ob-
served in the different periods – in addition to the 
already known elongated rectangular structures 
(Figs. 5, 8), there were also dwellings of oval or 
round plan (Figs. 6-7), similar to those investigat-
ed at Koprivlen (cf. Alexandrov 2002; Alexandrov, 
this volume).
Apparently, in the later stages of the Late Bronze 
Age the people who inhabited the peak went 
through harder times, as in the 13th century BC 
the central part of the ridge was fortified with a 
stone wall. Structures arranged in a row were built 
against its inner face (Figs. 4, 8).
The everyday life of the people mining the gold and 
inhabiting the satellite settlements was devoid of 
luxury. The inventory that was discovered in the 
settlements and in the area of the working spaces 
reveals modest conditions. The pottery is of local 
character and illustrates the entire repertoire that 
is typical for these parts of the Balkans in the Late 
Bronze Age (Popov et al. 2011a-b; Popov et al. 2015, 
Abb. 17; Nikov 2017, 63-67, Abb. 1-4; Horejs 2017; 
Figs. 10-11; Cat. №№ 316-320; Fig. 10-11). Among 
everyday items, there are ceramic weights, spindle 
whorls, small bronze tools (knives, awls; Cat. №№ 
321-323; 324, 341-342). Stone tools were widely 
used – adzes (Fig. 12), flint blades, whetstones 
for whetting metal instruments, grinding stones, 
quartz pestles (the latter actively used for grinding 
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ване се променяли неколкократно. Като цяло 
характеристиките на изгражданите построй-
ки не се изменили съществено. Те отново са 
били със сравнително лека конструкция от 
каменен цокъл в основата и дървена супер-
струкция, измазана с глина. Все пак през раз-
личните периоди на върха при сградите се 
среща едно по-голямо разнообразие от фор-
ми, като са представени както обичайните по-
стройки с леко издължен, правоъгълен план 
(Обр. 5, 8), така и такива с овален и кръгъл 
план (Обр. 6, 7), подобни на тези, проучени 
при Копривлен (срв. Alexandrov 2002; виж 
Александров в този том). 
Очевидно през по-късните етапи на късната 
бронзова епоха хората, обитавали върха, са 
преживявали и по-трудни периоди, тъй като 
през XIII в. пр. Хр. централната част на било-
то била укрепена с каменна стена. От вътреш-
ната ѝ страна били изградени линейно разпо-
ложени постройки (Обр. 4, 8). 
В ежедневието на хората, ангажирани със зла-

Обр. 9. Амфоровиден съд и хромел, открити in situ до основите на едно от жилищата, проучени  
в централните части на върха. Сектор G-11
Fig. 9. Amphoroid vessel and quern, found in situ near the foundations of a dwelling investigated in the central 
parts of the peak. Sector G-11

the extracted ore; Cat. №№ 329-340), etc. Numer-
ous fragments from moulds that were discovered 
in the second settlement (Cat. №№ 327-328) attest 
the functioning of metal casting workshops. Part 
of their production was meant to satisfy the daily 
needs of the population with axes, sickles, awls, etc. 
An intriguing question is to what extent the met-
alworking workshops were directly related to the 
functioning of the main site on the peak – the gold 
mine. Intact and fragmentary moulds for casting 
metal ingots (Fig. 13) suggest that the hypothesis 
about a narrower specialization of some of the met-
alworkers is not ungrounded.
The human occupation of Ada Tepe peak contin-
ued in the early phases of the Early Iron Age (late 
12th/11th-9th century BC). However, the area that 
yielded traces from this period is significantly 
smaller, compared to the one with materials from 
the Late Bronze Age. The stratigraphic analysis, 
the morpho-typological specifics of the materials, 
the relative chronological analysis, and the series 
of numerous radiocarbon samples indicate a long 
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Обр. 10. Керамични съдове. Късна бронзова епоха. 1, 2, 4 – съдове от жилище 5, сектор I-7, първа половина 
на XV в. пр. Хр.; 3, 5 – съдове, открити в археологически структури, свързани с рудодобив и рудопрера-
ботка, сектори J-9, G-11, XV в. пр. Хр.

Fig. 10. Ceramic vases, Late Bronze Age. 1, 2, 4 – vases from Dwelling 5, Sector I-7, first half of the 15th c. BC; 3, 5 – 
vessels from archaeological structures related to extraction and processing of ore, Sectors J-9 and G-11. 15th century BC
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Обр. 11. Керамични съдове. Късна бронзова епоха. Съдове, открити в селището в централните части на 
върха (2, 3, 4) или в единични постройки, разположени близо до работните площадки (1). XIV-XIII в. пр. Хр. 

Fig. 11. Ceramic vases, Late Bronze Age. Vases discovered in the settlement in the central parts of the peak (2, 3, 4) 
and in isolated structures near the working places (1). 14th-13th century BC 
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тодобив на върха и обитаващи сателитните 
селища нямало лукс. Откриваният в селища-
та и в района на работните площадки инвен-
тар разкрива скромен живот. Керамиката има 
локални черти и обхваща пълния спектър на 
репертоара, характерен за тези части на Бал-
каните през късната бронзова епоха  (Popov et 
al. 2011a-b; Popov et al. 2015, Abb. 17; Nikov 2017, 
63-67, Abb. 1-4; Horejs 2017; Figs. 10-11; Cat. №№ 
316-320; Обр. 10-11). Към обичайните предме-
ти, ползвани в ежедневието, спадат глинени 
тежести, прешлени за вретено, малки бронзови 
инструменти (ножчета, шила; Cat. №№ 321-323; 
341-342). Широко ползвани били каменните 
сечива – тесли (Обр. 12), кремъчни пластини, 
брусове за заточване на метални инструменти, 
хромели, кварцови чукалки (последните полз-
вани активно при обработка на добитата руда; 
Cat. №№ 329-340) и пр. Многобройните фраг-
менти от калъпи, открити на територията на 
второто селище (Cat. №№ 327-328), свидетелст-
ват и за работата на леярски работилници. Част 
от техния репертоар е обслужвал ежедневните 
нужди на населението (брадви, сърпове, шила 
и др.). Интересен е въпросът доколко металур-
гичните ателиета са били обвързани пряко и с 
работата на основния обект на върха – златния 
рудник. Откритите цели или фрагментирани 
калъпи, предназначени за отливане на метални 
слитъци (Обр. 13), свидетелстват, че хипотезата 
за по-тясна специализация на част от металур-
зите, работещи на върха не е неоснователна.
Човешкото присъствие на върха на Ада тепе 
продължава и през ранните фази на ранната 
желязна епоха (кр. XII/XI-IX в. пр. Хр.). Но пло-
щта, на която се откриват следи от този период, 
е значително по-малка от тази, на която се от-
криват материали от късната бронзова епоха. 
Стратиграфският анализ, формално-типоло-
гичните характеристики на откриваните ма-
териали, относителният хронологически ана-
лиз и сериите от многобройни радиокарбонни 
проби, показват значително прекъсване до IV/
III в. пр. Хр., когато на върха е била изградена 
кръглата структура, свързана с функционира-
нето на елинистическото светилище на вър-
ха (Обр. 15). Въпреки различните хипотези и 
интерпретации по отношение на функцията, 
дълготрайността и континюитета на култовите 
структури, съществували на върха (виж Нех-
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Обр. 12. Каменна тесла. Късна бронзова епоха. 
РИМ Кърджали

Fig. 12. Stone adze. Late Bronze Age. RMH Kardzhali

Обр. 13. Калъп за отливане на метални слитъци. 
Късна бронзова епоха. РИМ Кърджали

Fig. 13. Mould for casting metal ingots. 
Late Bronze Age. RMH Kardzhali
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ризов, Цветкова в този том), придобитата, зна-
чителна по обем, теренна информация свиде-
телства, че рудодобив на върха е имало в един 
ограничен период, който се свързва с ранните 
етапи на човешкото присъствие на това място. 
Хронологическите характеристики на откри-
ваните в отвалите и на работните площадки 
материали, както и закономерностите в тяхно-
то разпределение свидетелстват категорично, 
че златодобив на Ада тепе е имало само през 
късната бронзова епоха, но не и през по-къс-
ните периоди, констатирани тук. 
Защо златодобивът е бил спрян още през вто-
рата половина на II хил. пр. Хр. и това богато 
златно находище е било забравено за дълъг 
период от време (до XX в. включително) е ин-
тересен и важен въпрос, чиито възможни от-
говори се търсят тепърва. 
Друг, безспорно приоритетен, въпрос е този 
за дистрибуцията на добитото злато. Той е в 
основата на проект, подкрепен от австрийския 
научен фонд, и по него партньори са редица 
български, австрийски и немски научни ин-

hiatus until 4th-3rd century BC, when the round 
structure of the Hellenistic sanctuary was built on 
the peak (Fig. 15). Despite the existence of various 
hypotheses and interpretations regarding the func-
tion, the longevity, and the continuity of the cult 
structures that existed on Ada Tepe (cf. Nehrizov, 
Tsvetkova, this volume), the large amount of in-
formation obtained from the terrain indicates that 
mining activities on the peak were carried out dur-
ing a limited period that is related to the early stag-
es of human occupation here. The chronological 
specifics of the materials discovered in the dumps 
and around the working spaces, as well as the pat-
tern of their distribution unequivocally indicate 
that gold was mined at Ada Tepe only in the Late 
Bronze Age and there was no mining in the later 
periods also attested here.
Why gold mining was discontinued already in the 
second half of the 2nd mill. BC and this rich deposit 
was forgotten for a long time (up to the 20th century 
included) is an intriguing and important question 
that is yet to be given plausibe answers.
Another, undoubtedly more pressing question 

Обр. 14. Глинен съд, открит в деструкциите на едно от жилищата. Късна бронзова епоха
Fig. 14. Ceramic vase, discovered in the ruins of one of the dwellings. Late Bronze Age



415Ada Tepe near Krumovgrad, Eastern Rhodope Mountain

concerns the distribution of the extracted gold. It 
prompted a project that is supported by the Aus-
trian Science Fund, with the participation of numer-
ous partnering institutions from Bulgarian, Aus-
trian, and German side (Ada Tepe. The Bronze Age 
gold road of the Balkans. Ada Tepe – Producers and 
Consumers / FWF № P 28451). Possible answers are 
provided by the few imported items discovered on 
Ada Tepe, such as a marble pommel from a bronze 
rapier and isolated fragments of wheel-made pot-
tery (see Nehrizov, Tsvetkova in this volume; Jung in 
this volume, Horejs, Jung in this volume, Jung et al. 
2017). Our work in this respect continues. The huge 
amount of data that has been accumulated during 
the long years of work on Ada Tepe Project provides 
the rare opportunity to investigate an ancient gold 
mine in the broader context of its satellite structures. 
Certainly, Ada Tepe was not the only mine in the 
Rhodopes during the Late Bronze Age. However, 
it offers the chance to study the social and profes-
sional organization of a population that specialized 
in mining and metallurgy at such an early date.

ституции (Ada Tepe. The Bronze Age gold road of 
the Balkans. Ada Tepe – Producers and Consumers 
/ FWF № P 28451). Възможни отговори се кри-
ят в макар и малкото импортни предмети, от-
крити на Ада тепе, като мраморния накрайник 
за бронзова рапира или единични фрагменти 
керамика, произведена на грънчарско коле-
ло (виж Нехризов, Цветкова в този том; Юнг 
в този том; Хореш, Юнг в този том; Jung et al 
2017). Работата в тази посока продължава. На-
трупаното огромно количество информация в 
хода на дългогдишната работа по проекта Ада 
тепе предлага рядък шанс един древен златен 
рудник да бъде проучен в общ контекст с при-
лежащите му сателитни структури. Със сигур-
ност Ада тепе не е бил единственият рудник на 
територията на Родопите през късната брон-
зова епоха. Но той ни предлага възможността 
за проучване на обществен и професионален 
модел на население, което през тази ранна 
епоха е било специализирано в областта на ру-
додобива и металургията.

Обр. 15. Основа на кръглата структура, свързана със светилището, функционирало на върха през ели-
нистическата епоха. Проучвания Г. Нехризов. 2001-2002 г.
Fig. 16. Foundations of the round structure, related to the sanctuary from the Hellenistic Period on the peak. 
Investigations of G. Nehrizov, 2001-2002
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Местоположение или място на откриване на обектите и находките, разгледани в този раздел на сборника
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Locations and findspots of the sites and finds discussed in this part of the volume 
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Tumular Grave in „Gabrova tumulus“ near village of Kamen, Sliven region

Early Bronze Age (Last quarter of the 4th millennium BC)
RMH Sliven
Димитрова 2014, 69-71, Обр. 3/2, 4/3, 5, 6
DD

Cat. № 1
Necklace made of 14 beads
Silver
Bi-conical beads: 0,75 x 0,60/0,65 
cm; oval beads: 0,55/0,80 x 0,60 cm; 
cylindrical bead – 0,7 x 0,45 cm;
W – 15,65 g
Village of Mednikarovo, tumulus 4,
grave 1, Stara Zagora region
Early Bronze Age (Last third of 4th 
millennium BC)
Made of 13 bi-conical or oval cast beads 
and 1 cylindrical bead made of twisted foil.
МА „Maritsa-Iztok“ Radnevo, Inv. № 431
Панайотов, Александров 1995, 90-95, 
Обр. 13-14
SA

Cat. № 5
Tanged flat dagger

Arsenic bronze
L – 14,2 cm; W (max) – 3,4 cm; W – 57,05 g
Near skeleton № 2
Casted and hammered, elongated triangular form, 
trapezoidal tang.
Inv. № 4046 А

Cat. № 2
Flat axe

Arsenic bronze
L – 10,2 cm; W (blade) – 4,1 cm; W – 232,35 g
Near skeleton № 1
Casted, elongated trapezoidal form widen to the curved 
blade edge; rectangular cross-section with short flanges.
Inv. № 4043 А

Cat. № 3
Flat axe

Arsenic bronze
L – 13,1 cm; W (blade) – 6,8 cm; W – 294,40 g
Near skeleton № 3
Casted, elongated trapezoidal form widen to the curved 
blade edge, rectangular cross-section.
Inv. № 4044 А

Cat. № 4
Tanged flat dagger

Arsenic bronze
L – 12,9 cm; W (max) – 2,9 cm; W – 30,10 g
Near skeleton № 3
Casted and hammered, elongated triangular form, triangular 
tang. The cutting edge is broken.
Inv. № 4045 А
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Cat. № 6
Askos

Pottery
H – 16,6 cm; D (rim) – 6,5 х 8,9 cm
Near skeleton № 2
Hand-made; egg-shaped body with high cylindrical neck 
with oblique rim, flat oval bottom. Flat handle connecting 
rim to the body. Well refined clay, black, shining surface. 
Incised decoration on the body.
Inv. № 4049 А

Cat. № 7
Pedestal bowl

Pottery
H – 6,8 cm; D (rim) – 9,3 cm
Near skeleton № 4
Hand-made; cone-like body with high pedestal foot. 
Roughly refined clay, dark grey colour. The both surfaces is 
decorated with lines painted with red ochre.
Inv. № 4050 А

Cat. № 8
Jar

Pottery
H – 27 cm; D (rim) – 21,8 cm
Near skeleton № 4
Hand-made, round body with short neck. Well refined clay, 
black, shining surface. Incised decoration at the maximum 
diameter of the body.
Inv. № 4051 А

Cat. № 9
Askos

Pottery
H – 27 cm; D (rim) – 21,8 cm
Beneath the children skulls
Hand-made; egg-shaped body with high short neck with 
oblique rim, flat oval bottom. Flat handle connecting rim to 
the body. Well refined clay, black, burnished surface.
Inv. № 4052 А
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Cat. № 10
Askos

Pottery
H – 14,4 cm; D (rim) – 9,2 х 12,4 cm
Near skeleton № 3
Hand-made; egg-shaped body with high cylindrical neck 
with oblique rim, flat oval bottom. Flat handle connecting 
rim to the body. Well refined clay, black, shining surface. 
Incised decoration on the body, cuts at the handle.
Inv. № 4053 А

Cat. № 11
Hair-ring

Silver
D – 1,4 cm; W – 2,75 g
Near the skull of skeleton № 3
Made of 0,3 cm thick oval wire, spirally twisted into 1,5 turns.
Inv. № 4040 А

Cat. № 12
Hair-ring

Silver
D – 1,7 cm; W – 5,20 g
Near the skull of skeleton № 3
Made of 0,3 cm thick oval wire, spirally twisted into 1,5 
turns.
Inv. № 4041 А

Cat. № 13
Adze

Stone
L – 6,6 cm; W (max) – 1,6 cm; W – 72,85 g
South-western part of the grave-pit, on the floor
Trapezoidal form with sharpen blade.
Inv. № 4047 А

Cat. № 14
Necklace

Found in pieces near the skeletons
Made of 4 boar-tusks and 4 boar-teeth. Reconstructed.
Inv. № 4054 А

Catalogue



457

Tumular Grave near village  of Drazevo, Yambol region 
The inventory consists of pottery, silver and bronze objects.

Early Bronze Age (End of the 4th – beginning of the 3rd millennium BC)
RMH Yambol
Илиев, Бакърджиев 2008
TV 

Cat. № 15
Bowl

Pottery
H – 5 cm; D (rim) – 15 cm
Hand-made, cone-shaped with wide, thickened to the inside 
rim. Well refined clay with quartz ingredients. Dark brown –  
black colour. Encrusted corded decoration at both in- and 
outside surfaces. The inner surface is painted with red ochre.
Inv. № I 4078

Cat. № 16
Bowl

Pottery
H – 6 cm; D (rim) – 12,5 cm
Hand-made, semi-spherical shape with inverted and 
obliquely cut rim. Well refined clay with quartz and organic 
ingredients, grey-black colour, burnished surface.
Inv. № I 4079

Cat. № 17
Bowl

Pottery
H – 10,5 cm; D (rim) – 21,2 cm
Hand-made, semi-spherical shape with obliquely cut to the 
inside rim; horizontal epophysis at the maximum diameter. 
Well refined clay with quartz ingredients, grey-black color. 
Oblique cuts on the rim.
Inv. № I 4080

Cat. № 18
Amphora

Pottery
H – 20,7 cm; D (rim) – 14,2 cm
Hand-made, rounded body with high cylindrical neck and 
everted rim.Well refined clay with quartz ingredients, grey-
black colour. Oblique cuts on the rim.
Inv. № I 4081
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Cat. № 19
Earring

Silver
D – 1,3 cm; T – 0,45 cm; W – 2,70 g
Crescent shaped. Thick lower part with oval cross-section, the 
upper part is form of two thin bars with pointed ends.
Inv. № I 4084/a

Cat. № 20-24
5 Earrings

Silver
D – 1,24 cm; 1 cm; 0,95 cm; 0,8 cm; 0,75 cm; W (total) – 1,30 g
Open round form; made of 1,5 mm round wire,  
thinned at the ends.
Inv. № I 4084/b-g

Cat. № 25 
Tanged flat dagger
Arsenic bronze
L – 10 cm; W – 2,4 cm;
W – 12,10 g
Casted and hammered; 
elongated leaf-like form, 
triangular tang wit traces of 
the wooden handle.
Inv. № I 4088

Tumular Grave near Madara, Shumen region

Early Bronze Age
Madara, Tumulus 1, Grave № 3
NAIM-BAS
Миков 1934, 429-434; Александров 2017, 194, Fig. I/4-6; VI/4-6
SA, KC

Cat. № 26
Hair-ring

Silver
D – 0,85 cm, W – 0,50 g
Made of 0,25 cm thick round wire, 
spirally twisted into 3 turns; thickened 
ends.
Inv. № 2979/a

Cat. № 27
Hair-ring

Silver
D – 0,9 cm, W – 0,85 g
Made of 0,2 cm thick oval wire, 
spirally twisted into 1,5 turns;  
flattened ends.
Inv. № 2979/б

Cat. № 28
Hair-ring

Silver
D – 0,9 cm, W – 0,50 g
Made of 0,2 cm thick oval wire, 
spirally twisted into 1,5 turns;  
flattened ends.
Inv. № 2979/в

Cat. № 19

Cat. № 20-24
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Tumular Grave in „Chernyova tumulus“ near village of Troyanovo, Radnevo region

Early Bronze Age (Second quarter of the 3rd millennium BC)
Cherniova tumulus, Grave № 6
МА „Maritsa-Iztok“ Radnevo
Александров 2015, 35, Фиг. 8, 9, 14
SA

Cat. № 33
Hair-ring

Gold
D – 1,45 cm; W – 12,9 g
Made of 0,44 cm thick round 
wire, spirally twisted into 2 
turns; flattened ends.
Inv. № 712

Cat. № 29
Necklace made of 83 beads

Silver
Bi-conical beads – 0,75 x 0,60/0,65 cm; oval beads – 0,55/0,80 x 0,60 cm; cylindrical bead – 0,7 x 0,45 cm; W – 110 g
Made of 83 bi-conical or oval casted beads.
Inv. № 710

Cat. № 30
Hair-ring

Silver
D – 1,7 cm; W – 12 g
Made of 0,60 cm thick round 
wire, spirally twisted into 
1,75 turns; flattened ends.
Inv. № 713

Cat. № 31
Hair-ring

Silver
D – 1,7 cm; W – 12 g
Made of 0,55 cm thick round 
wire, spirally twisted into 
1,75 turns; flattened ends.
Inv. № 714

Cat. № 32
Hair-ring

Gold
D – 1,2 cm; W – 13,79 g
Made of 0,41 cm thick round 
wire, spirally twisted into 2 
turns; flattened ends.
Inv. № 711
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Tumular Graves in „Kamenna tumulus“ near village of Troyanovo, Radnevo region. Graves №1 and 2.

The silver hair-rings are found near the scull of the buried person in grave № 1, and the gold ones – in grave № 2.
Early Bronze Age
RMH Stara Zagora
Буюклиев 1964
SA

Cat. № 34
Hair-ring

Gold
D – 1,0 cm; W – 2,45 g
Made of 0,2 cm thick round wire, spirally twisted  
into 1,5 turns; flattened ends.
Inv. № 2 Сз 1103

Cat. № 35
Hair-ring

Gold
D – 1,2 cm; W – 2,75 g
Made of 0,2 cm thick round wire, spirally twisted into 1,5 
turns.
Inv. № 2 Сз 110

Cat. № 36
Hair-ring

Silver
D – 1,1 cm; W – 1,50 g
Made of 0,25 cm thick round wire, spirally twisted  
into 1,5 turns; flattened ends.
Inv. № 2 Сз 1104

Cat. № 37
Hair-ring

Silver
D – 1,4 cm; W – 2,95 g
Made of 0,3 cm thick round wire, spirally twisted  
into 1,5 turns.
Inv. №  2 Сз 1104

Tumular Grave in „Tonchova tumulus“ near village of Venets, Karnobat region

Early Bronze Age
Tonchova tumulus, Grave № 3
MH Karnobat
Unpublished
SA

Cat. № 38
Hair-ring

Gold
D – 0,9 cm; W – 1,50 g
Made of 0,2 cm thick oval wire, 
spirally twisted into 1,5 turns; flattened 
ends.
Inv. № 745 В

Cat. № 39
Hair-ring

Gold
D – 1,1 cm; W – 1,65 g
Made of 0,15 cm thick round wire, 
spirally twisted into 3 turns; thickened 
ends.
Inv. № 745 Б

Cat. № 40
Ear-ring

Gold
H – 1,1 cm; W – 3,35 g
Casted and hammered; heart-like shape, 
thick lower part with rhomboidal cross-
section, the upper part is form of two thin 
bars with pointed ends.
Inv. № 745 А
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Cat. № 42
Hair-ring

Gold
D –1 cm; W – 3,05 g
Tumulus 3, grave 1
Made of 0,2 cm thick round wire, spirally twisted  
into 1,5 turns. Both ends are flattened.
Inv. № Б417
Николов 1976а, 45-46, Обр. 12:а

Finds from the Goran-Slatina tumular necropolis:

The necropolis is excavated in the early 1980s, by a team lead by Assoc. Prof. Georgi Kitov.
A total of 34 graves were discovered in eight of the tumuli belonging to the necropolis, all inhumations dated to the different 
phases of the Early Bronze Age. Diverse grave inventory: silver and gold hair ornaments, pottery vessels, stone axes, a bronze 
chisel, flint arrowheads.
Early Bronze Age
RMH Lovech
Китов и др. 1991; Александров 2009b
MV

Cat. № 43
Hair-ring

Gold
Goran, tumulus 3, grave 3
D – 0,77 cm; W – 0,7 g
Round pendant – hair 
ornament, made from wire 
with round section, coiled 
in one and a half turns, ends 
do not meet. One terminal 
is cut, the other – somewhat 
thinned.
Inv. № 1226

Cat. № 44
Hair-ring

Gold 
Goran, tumulus 2, grave 4
D – 0,97 cm; W –2,1 g
Round pendant – hair 
ornament, made from wire 
with round section, coiled 
in one and a half turns, ends 
do not meet. Both ends are 
flattened.
Inv. № 1227

Cat. № 41
Hair-ring 

Gold
D – 1,3 cm; W – 3,55 g
Tumulus 3, grave 1
Made of 0,2 cm thick round wire, spirally twisted  
into 1,5 turns. Both ends are flattened.
Inv. № Б416
Николов 1976а, 45-46, Обр. 12:б

Cat. № 45
Hair-ring 

Silver
Goran, tumulus 3, grave 8
L – 1,4 cm; W – 3,51 g
Round pendant, made from 
wire with round section, 
coiled in two and a half 
turns. Tapered to a point 
ends.
Inv. № 1511

Cat. № 46
Bead

Gold 
Goran, tumulus 3, grave 1
L – 1,26 cm; D – 0,7 cm; 
W – 0,45 g
Flattened tubular shape.
Inv. № 1508

Cat. № 47
Bead

Gold
Goran, tumulus 3, grave 1
L – 1,3 cm; D – 0,6 cm; 
W – 0,42 g
Flattened tubular shape.
Inv. № 1510

Tumular grave near village of Tarnava, Vratsa region

Early Bronze Age
RMH Vratsa
SA
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Early Bronze Age grave from Lovech

Destroyed grave, discovered in 1971 at the center of the town. Burial of a man, in a pit covered by river stones. The body was in 
contracted position. At his feet a dog was placed. The grave inventory consists of three pottery vessels (a cup of Yunatsite Type, a 
deep bowl and a pot with two handles), a bronze dagger with gold rivet for attaching the grip, and a gold spiral hair ornament.
Early Bronze Age 3
RMH Lovech
Китов, Павлов 1973; Alexandrov 1998; Александров 2009b
MV

Cat. № 48
Pot

Pottery
H – 15,5 cm; D (rim) – 11,6 cm
Funnel neck; two small handles 
on the body.
Inv. № 850

Cat. № 49
Bowl

Pottery
H – 8,8 cm; D (rim) – 23 cm
Inverted rim; horizontally perforated lug handles.
Inv. № 849

Cat. № 50
Yunatsite type cup

Pottery
H – 6,6 cm; D (rim) – 6,1 cm
Pointed bottom, one handle of Yunatsite Type.
Inv. № 851
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Cat. № 51
Dagger

Bronze

L – 18,5 cm; W (max) – 3,7 cm
Triangular blade with rhomboid section. Two preserved rivet 
holes at the base of the tang for attaching the grip.
Inv. № 848

Cat. № 52
Rivet

Gold
L – 1,7 cm; D – 0,19 cm; W – 0.99 g
Rivet for attaching the grip to the hilt.
Inv. № 847

Cat. № 55
Yunatsite type cup

Pottery
H – 11 cm 
Ritual structure № 5
A vessel with conical upper part, bi-conical lower part 
and pointed bottom, a handle with a knot on the top. The 
decoration is on the body and consists of incised ornaments 
and dots.
Inv. № 51547

Cat. № 54
Yunatsite type cup

Pottery 
H – 8,5 cm
Ritual structure № 5
A vessel with elongated neck, oblique mouth rim, formed like 
beak, bi-conical lower part and pointed bottom, one vertical, 
band-like handle. The decoration is on the body, the handle 
and the bottom and consists of incised and filled with white 
paste ornaments.
Inv. № 51548

Cat. № 53
Hair-ring

Gold
D – 1,62 cm; W – 5,45 g
Round pendant, made of a wire with round section. The wire 
is first coiled in 1,5 – 1,75 turns, then folded at 180° to trace 
back the interior contour of the first coil.
Inv. № 846

Ritual structures in Early Bronze Age site near village of Dabene, Karlovo region 

Early Bronze Age 3 (2nd half of 3rd millennium BC)
NMH Sofia
Hristov 2015; Hristov 2016
МH
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Cat. № 56
Bowl

Pottery
H – 12,5 cm
Ritual structure № 5
A vessel with bi-conical body, funnel-like mouth and two 
symmetrically placed vertical handles, which end with a 
knob. The body and handles are decorated with incised 
chess-board ornament, filled with white paste.
Inv. № 51549
Unpublished

Cat. № 57
Bowl

Pottery
H – 15,5 cm; D (rim) – 40 cm
Ritual structure № 3
A vessel with conical body and two symmetrically placed 
vertical handles. Both surfaces of the vessel are decorated 
with incised ornaments.
Inv. № 51540
Unpublished

Cat. № 58
Box with a lid

Silver
Box: L – 5,2 cm; H – 4,8 cm, W – 30,6 g
Lid: L – 4,9 cm; H – 1,5 cm, W – 6,9 g
Ritual structure № 5
The box is rectangular in form, with a concave bottom. The 
lid is concave and similar in form.    
Inv. № 55803

Cat. № 59
Knife

Bronze, gold
Blade: L – 9,1 cm; W – 1,5 cm; W – 3 g; Plate: D – 1,2 cm; 
W – 0,4 cm ; W – 0,5 g
Ritual structure № 5
The blade is made of bronze, with elongated leaf-like form. 
The golden plates are ring-shaped; one is decorated with 
channels and the other with incised decoration.
Inv. № 55806

Cat. № 60
Dagger

Gold
L – 15,9 cm; W (max) – 3,4 cm; W – 42,86 g
Ritual structure № 5
The blade is trapezoidal in form and truncated 
point. The tang is also trapezoidal, with two 
rivet-holes.
Inv. № 51546
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Cat. № 61
Dagger

Bronze
L – 18,6 cm; W (max) – 3,3 cm
Ritual structure № 12
The blade is triangular in form with a longitu-
dinal midrib. Three parallel lines are incised on 
both sides of the midrib. The back side of the 
blade is with rivet-holes.
Inv. № 57428
Unpublished

Cat. № 62
Necklace

Gold
L – 25 cm; W –  66,9 g
Ritual structure № 5
The necklace consists of different types and 
sizes separators. Among them are strained dif-
ferent types of beads.
Inv. № 62481
Unpublished

Cat. № 63
Necklace

Gold
D – 20 cm; W – 77,52 g
Ritual structure № 3
The necklace consists of 12 rectangular in form separators; 
on every side of them round gold pearls are strained.
Inv. № 50104

Cat. № 64
Necklace

Gold
L – 45,5 cm; W – 68,8 g
Ritual structure №3
The necklace consists of round flat beads with diameter 
of 1,5 and 1,8 mm, placed between rectangular in form 
separators with 3, 6 and 14 holes.
Inv. № 50103
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Rupite hoard

Consists of two gold necklaces, 9 round and 1 oval silver plates, 2 silver rings, 2 silver bracelets, 3 electrum rivets, 3 electrum 
appliques from the dagger grip, bronze hair-pins and tools, rings and a bracelet, slug fragments. Probably the treasure is a grave 
inventory of a craftsman-jeweller.
Early Bronze Age 3
NMH Sofia 
Катинчаров, Аврамова 1994; Leshtakov 2011
МH

Cat. № 65
Dagger

Bronze
L – 18,3 cm
The blade is triangular in form; the 
edges are rounded, with enhanced  
midrib and rhomb-like cross section.
Inv. № 34967/12

Cat. № 66-68
Rivets – 3 pcs

Electrum
D – 0,7-0,9 cm
Decorative rivets with round heads; 
part of the decoration of dagger,s grip.
Inv. № 34967/8

Cat. № 69-71
Plates – 3 pcs

Electrum
L – 1,7 cm; W – 0,7 cm; L – 1,8 cm;  
W – 0,8 cm; L – 1,5 cm; W – 0,8 cm
Rectangular plates – part of  
the decoration of the dagger’s handgrip.
Inv. № 34967/9

Cat. № 72-73
Hair-pins – 2 pcs

Bronze
L – 9,5 cm; 6,8 cm
Elongated body with 
conical and tripartite 
head.
Inv. № 34967/13

Cat. № 74-77
Tools – 4 pcs

Bronze
L – 7,3 cm; 8,4 cm;  
8,7 cm; 4,0 cm
Tools with pointed, flat-
tened or crescent-shaped 
working surfaces and 
rectangular cross section.
Inv. № 34967/14

Cat. № 66-68

Cat. № 69-71

Cat. № 65

Cat. № 72
Cat. № 73

Cat. № 74

Cat. № 75

Cat. № 76

Cat. № 77
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Cat. № 78
Necklace

Gold
D (beads) – 0,5-0,6 cm
Consists of 68 bi-conical beads, made of thin gold 
sheet.
Inv. № 34967/1

Cat. № 79
Necklace

Gold
D (beads) – 0,1-0,2 cm
Consists of 112 small cylindrical beads, made of 
thin gold sheet.
Inv. № 34967/2

Cat. № 78

Cat. № 79

Cat. № 80-88
Appliques – 9 pcs

Silver
D – 1,5-2 cm
The plates are round in form with a conical  
knob in the middle.
Inv. № 34967/3

Cat. № 89
Applique

Silver
L – 3 cm
Rectangular in form, decorated with relief ornament.
Inv. № 34967/4

Cat. № 90
Bracelet

Bronze
L – 32 cm
Made of spirally twisted wire with round  
cross-section. Fragmented.
Inv. № 34967/10

Cat. № 91
Bracelet

Silver 
D – 7,5 cm
Made of a wire with a round cross-section,  
twisted in one and a half cycles.
Inv. № 34967/6

Cat. № 80-88

Cat. № 89

Cat. № 92
Bracelet

Silver
L – 1,2 cm; 8,1 cm
Made of a wire with a square cross-section. 
Deformed.
Inv. № 34967/7

Cat. № 93-94
Rings – 2 pcs

Silver 
D – 2 cm
Made of a wire with a round cross-section.
Inv. № 34967/5

Cat. № 95-96
Rings – 2 pcs

Bronze
L – 8,4 cm; 7,8 cm
Oval in shape, with overlapping ends. Deformed.
Inv. № 34967/11

Cat. № 90

Cat. № 91

Cat. № 95-96

Cat. № 93-94

Cat. № 92
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Hoard from the Petrich region

The find consists of five flat silver appliques with relief decoration, three silver bracelets and one earring. Museum purchase.
Provenance unknown, most likely from the Petrich region.
Early Bronze Age 3
NAIM-BAS
Alexandrov 2017c, Abb. 1, (Kat.-Nr 22-26; Kat.-Nr. 27-29); Александров 2017, 194, Фиг. II.1-9, Фиг. V. 2, Фиг. VI. 7-11
SA, KC

Cat. № 97-101
Appliques – 5 pcs

Silver
D – 3,2 cm; T – 1 mm;  W – 1,46 g; 1,84 g; 1,80 g; 1,41 g; 1,58 g
Made of a thin round silver sheet, with repoussé relief 
decoration. Ornamental composition (on all): row of dots in 
relief running along the periphery; two concentric ribs – one 
following the perimeter and one near the center. At the center –  
dots in relief. Between the two ribs – four groups of dots in 
relief. Each disc has two small threading holeson opposite 
sides near the edge. An additional zig-zag line dented in the 
space between the two concentric relief circlesis featured on 
two of the discs (№№ 4822в and 4822г).
Inv. №№ 4822а-д

Cat. № 102
Bracelet

Silver
D – 6,1 cm; W – 34,74 g
Made of solid round wire, open-
ended, tapering ends. Deformed.
Inv. № 4818

Cat. № 103
Bracelet

Silver
D – 6,1-6,3 cm; W – 23,58 g
Made of solid round wire. Ends 
do not meet, but are linked by an 
added profiled sheet.
Inv. № 4819

Cat. № 104
Bracelet

Silver
D – 6,4x6,6 cm; W – 22,45 g
Made of solid round wire.The 
two ends of the bracelet do not 
meet.
Inv. № 4820

Cat. № 105
Ear-ring

Silver
H – 1,53 cm; W – 1,39 cm
Casted and hammered. Heart-like shape; thick lower part 
with pentagonal cross-section, the upper part is form of two 
thin bars with pointed ends.
Inv. № 4821
Alexandrov 2017, 194, Fig. III/7; V/2; VI/7

Cat. № 102
Cat. № 103

Cat. № 104
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The Yankovo Hoard

The hoard consists of several metal artefacts, made of copper, bronze and gold. 
Village of Yankovo, Shumen region
Early Bronze Age 3
RMA Varna
Dergachev 2011
VS

Cat. № 106
Dagger

Arsenic Bronze
L – 13,7 cm; W – 3,85 cm; T – 0,4 cm; W – 43 g
Dagger with leaf-shaped double-edged blade, slightly thicker 
along the central long axis and tapering towards the edges. Flat 
rectangular tang for fastening a hilt.
Inv. № I.3880

Cat. № 107
Adze

Tin bronze
L – 10,8 cm; W (blade) – 4,7 cm; W – 105,5 g
Flat adze with crescent-shaped bit.
Inv. № I.3881

Cat. № 109
Implement

Arsenic bronze
L – 18,9 cm; W (max) – 2,3 cm;
T – 0,15 cm; W – 37,5 g
Flat implement with elongated rect-
angular body and leaf-shaped blade. 
Small knob by the butt, pierced.
Inv. № I.3883

Cat. № 110
Spatula

Bronze
L – 6,7 cm; W (blade) – 3,9 cm;
T – 0,2 cm; W – 12 g
Flat spatula, elongated trapezoidal form, broad convex 
blade and tapering narrow rectangular butt section. 
Round rivet hole near the butt.
Inv. № I.3884

Cat. № 108
Chisel

Copper
L – 10,65 cm; W (blade) – 1,3 cm;
W – 104 g
Open socket chisel. Long body with 
rectangular section. The edges op-
posite the working edge are folded 
inwards, forming an open socket with 
round section.
Inv. № I.3882
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The Zdravets Treasure
The treasure comprises 1 round gold plate and 3 gold ear-rings.
Village of Zdravets, Varna region
Early Bronze Age 3
RMA Varna
Unpublished
VS

Cat. № 120
Ear-ring

Gold
L – 2,9 cm; W – 1,89 cm
Forged from a flat foil, crescent shape. The ends are twisted in a wire with round section and overlapped. 
On the outer periphery of the plate a row of raised dots is hammered with pointed instrument.
Inv. № I.4170

Cat. № 117
Plate
Gold
D – 4,6 cm; W – 4,48 g
Made of a thin round gold sheet, with relief decoration in au 
repoussé style: two rows of small dots at the periphery; five 
bigger relief dots, circled by two rows of smaller dots, forming 
a rhomb-like motif. The disc have 5 groups of small holes for 
threading.
Inv. № I 4169

Cat. № 118-119
Ear-rings – 2 pcs

Gold
L – 2,85 cm; 2,7 cm; W – 2,23 cm; W – 1,45 g
Forged from a flat foil, crescent shape. The ends are twisted in 
a wire with round section and overlapped.
Inv. №№ I 4171 – І 4172

Cat. № 111-116
Ear-rings – 6 pcs

Gold
L – 2,7-4,2 cm; W – 2,35-2,7 cm; T – 0,04-0,06 cm
Forged from a flat foil, crescent shape. The ends are twisted in a long wire with round section. Upon the underside periphery of 
one of the set, a row of raised dots is hammered with sharp implement.
Unpublished
Inv. №№ I.3885 to І.3890
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The Emen Hoard.

Consisting of twelve bronze wood-working tools and a casting mould. It is discovered during a rescue archaeological research in 
Emenska Cave near the village of Emen.
Emenska Cave, village of Emen, Veliko Tarnovo region
Middle Bronze Age (2000 – 1600 BC)
RMH VelikoTarnovo
Николова, Ангелов 1961; Черных 1978; Krauß 2006a
NE

Cat. № 121
Axe

Bronze
L – 15 cm; W – 7,4 cm
Arched bit; trapezoidal body with two ribs near both edges, 
formed by the beveled surfaces. Round shaft-hole, with 
profiled butt.
Inv. № 800 п/том

Cat. № 122
Adze-axe

Bronze
L – 16,4 cm; W – 4,9 cm
Flat, with arched bit and trapezoidal body.
Inv. № 801 п/том

Cat. № 123
Adze-axe

Bronze
L – 11,6 cm; W – 2,5 cm
Flat, with arched bit, trapezoidal body and pointed butt.
Inv. № 802 п/том

Cat. № 124
Knife

Bronze
L – 16,8 cm; W – 3,4 cm
Double-edged; near the tip is curved. One of the sides has 
a midrib. Close to the tip the midrib splits into two lateral 
ribs. Partially is preserved round rivet hole in the tang for 
attaching the grip.
Inv. № 803 п/том

Cat. № 125
Saw

Bronze
L – 11 cm; W – 2,2 cm
Only the dorsal end is preserved, the tip is broken-off. The 
cutting edges are serrated.
Inv. № 804 п/том

Cat. № 126
Hook

Bronze
L – 10 cm; W – 4,7 cm
Conical socket with two round holes and hook with 
rectangular section and round tip.
Inv. № 805 п/том
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Cat. № 127
Chisel

Bronze
L – 13 cm; W – 1,65 cm
Curved, with trapezoidal bit, rectangular body and trapezoi-
dal tang for attaching to the grip. Rectangular section.
Inv. № 806 п/том

Cat. № 128
Chisel

Bronze
L – 12,9 cm; W – 0,9 cm
Trapezoidal bit, rectangular body and trapezoidal tang for 
attaching the grip. Rectangular section.
Inv. № 807 п/том

Cat. № 129
Chisel

Bronze
L – 10,3 cm; W – 0,9 cm
Trapezoidal bit, rectangular body and trapezoidal tang for 
attaching the grip. Rectangular section.
Inv. № 808 п/том

Cat. № 130
Knife

Bronze
L – 8,8 cm; W – 0,9 cm
Preserved are part of the tang and the non-cutting edge. The 
other parts are restored. 
Inv. № 809 п/том

Cat. № 131
Chisel

Bronze
L – 9 cm; W – 0,5 cm
Trapezoidal bit, rectangular body and trapezoidal tang for 
attaching the grip. Rectangular section.
Inv. № 810 п/том

Cat. № 132
Mould

Schist
L – 6 cm; W – 2,1 cm
Oval in shape, grey-green in color and a shape for casting a 
rectangular item. 
Inv. № 812 п/том
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Cat. № 134
Plate

Silver
L – 13 cm; W – 1,8 cm; T – 0,1 cm; W – 13,14 g
Emenska cave
Middle Bronze Age
The plate is crescent-shaped, maximum width at the middle, 
gradually narrowing towards the ends. A pair of holes are 
pierced through each end.
RMH Veliko Tarnovo, Inv. № 659 п/том
Николова, Ангелов 1961, 310, Обр. 16

Cat. № 133
Plate

Electrum
L – 12,5 cm; W – 1,4 cm; T – 0,1 cm; W – 13,11 g
Emenska cave
Middle Bronze Age
The plate is crescent-shaped, maximum width at the middle, 
gradually narrowing towards the ends. A pair of holes are 
pierced through each end, as one of them is damaged and 
pierced again.
RMH Veliko Tarnovo, Inv. № 658 п/том
Николова, Ангелов 1961, 310, Обр. 16

Cat. № 135
Chisel

Arsenic bronze
L – 9,2 cm; W (max) – 1,1 cm; W (blade) – 1,1 cm
4th building horizon
Casted and hammered. Elongated form with a small tang for 
attaching the handle. Rectangular cross-section.
Inv. № 4101
Черных 1978, Табл. 28/6; Георгиев et al. 1979, 176

Cat. № 136
Chisel

Arsenic bronze
L – 5,7 cm; W (max) – 0,8 cm
9th building horizon
Casted and hammered. Elongated rhomboidal form. 
Rectangular cross-section.
Inv. № 4106
Черных 1978, Табл. 28/9; Георгиев et al. 1979, 176

Cat. № 137
Chisel

Arsenic bronze
L – 9,8 cm; W (max) – 1 cm; W 
(blade) – 1 cm
8th  building horizon
Casted and hammered; elongated 
form with a small tang for at-
taching the handle. Rectangular 
cross-section with small flanges.
Inv. № 4107
Черных 1978, Табл. 28/7; 
Георгиев et al. 1979, 176

Finds from Ezero tell near village of Ezero, Nova Zagora region

Early Bronze Age
NAIM-BAS
Черных 1978; Георгиев и др. 1979
SA
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Cat. № 138
Awl

Arsenic bronze
L – 5,4 cm; W (max) – 0,2 cm
Casted and hammered. Made of thin bar with rectangular 
cross-section sharpened at the lower end.
Inv. № 4100
Георгиев et al. 1979, 176, Обр. 107

Cat. № 139
Awl

Arsenic bronze
L – 13 cm; W (max) – 0,4 cm
13th building horizon
Casted and hammered. Made of thin bar with rectangular 
cross-section sharpened at the lower end.
Inv. № 4096
Георгиев et al. 1979, 179, Табл. 107/д

Cat. № 140
Awl

Arsenic bronze
L – 8,3 cm; W (max) – 0,4 cm
Casted and hammered. Made of thin bar with rectangular 
cross-section sharpened at the lower end.
Inv. № 4099
Георгиев et al. 1979, 176, Обр. 107

Cat. № 141
Awl

Arsenic bronze
L – 6,9 cm; W (max) – 0,3 cm
Casted and hammered. Made of thin bar with rectangular 
cross-sections harpened at the lower end.
Inv. № 4097
Георгиев et al. 1979, 176, Обр. 107

Cat. № 142
Tankard, Depas Amphikypellon type

Pottery
H – 20 cm
Village of Mihalich, Svilengrad region
Early Bronze Age
Tall tankard, slightly out turned rim, two symmetrical handles 
attached to the middle and the bottom of the tankard.
NAIM-BAS, Inv. № 3190
Лещаков 1992, 72, Обр. 33: б
ST
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Cat. № 143
Tankard, Depas Amphikypellon type

Pottery
H – 18,5 cm
Village of Mihalich, Svilengrad region
Early Bronze Age
Tall tankard or flagon, slightly out turned rim, two 
symmetrical handles attached to the middle and the bottom 
of the tankard.
NAIM-BAS, Inv. № 4040 
Лещаков 1992,72, Обр. 33: б
ST

Cat. № 144
Hair-ring

Gold
D – 0,8 cm; W – 1 g
Village of Malomirovo, Elhovo region, stray find from a 
destroyed tumular grave.
Early Bronze Age
Made of 0,1 cm thick round wire, spirally twisted into 2,5 
turns.
MEA Elhovo, Inv. № 604
Unpublished
DA

Cat. № 145
Hair-ring

Gold
D – 0,8 cm; W – 0,70 g
Village of Malomirovo, Elhovo region, stray find from a 
destroyed tumular grave.
Early Bronze Age
Made of 0,1 cm thick round wire, spirally twisted into 3 turns.
MEA Elhovo, Inv. № 604A
Unpublished
DA

Cat. № 145

Cat. № 146
Hair-ring

Gold
D – 1,5 cm; W – 7,80 g
Village of Mihailovo, Vratsa region, stray find
Early Bronze Age
Made of 0,3 cm thick round wire, spirally twisted into 1,5 
turns. Both ends are flattened. 
RMH Vratsa, Inv. № Б – 407
Николов 1976, 46, Обр. 12/г
SA

Cat. № 144

Cat. № 147
Ear-ring

Gold
H – 1,55 cm; W – 7,5 g
Oryahovo region, stray find
Early Bronze Age 3
Heart-like shape; thick lower part with rhomboidal cross-
section, the upper part is form of two thin bars with pointed 
ends.
NAIM-BAS, Inv. № 3966
Alexandrov 2017, 194, Fig. III: 6, VII:1
SA, KC
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Cat. № 148
Floral head ornament 

Silver
L – 9,1 cm; W – 8,02 g
Unknown provenance, Shumen region
Early Bronze Age 3
Four leaves resemble olive (Oliva sativa) or 
oleander (Nerium oleander) leaves, made of 
thin silver sheet, each decorated with a sin-
gle relief midline. One end of each leaf is at-
tached to a globule (?). The globule is highly 
deformed. From the globule emerges a twisted 
solid round wire, pointed at end.
NAIM-BAS, Inv. № 5526
Александров 2017, 197, Фиг. I/7-12.
KC

Cat. № 149
Torque

Gold
D – 11,4 cm; W – 25,06 g
Stray find from the region of Pomorie, Burgas 
region
Early Bronze Age 3
Made of wire with round section. Each 
terminal is bent at a 180° angle to a noose,  
and warped several times around the wire.
NAIM-BAS, Inv. № 5752
Ruseva-Slokoska 1991, 134; Александров 
2011, 8; Александров 2017, 197, Фиг. IV: 2, 
Фиг. VII: 5
KC

Cat. № 150
Torque

Gold
D – 10,7 cm; W – 24,95 g
Provenance unknown
Early Bronze Age 3
Made of wire with round section. At the tips 
the wire is tapered, bent at a 180° angle to a 
noose, secured by two additional wraps.
NAIM-BAS, Inv. № 6092
Ruseva-Slokoska 1991, 134; Александров 
2011, 8; Александров 2017, 197, Фиг. IV:1, 
Фиг. VII:4
KC
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Gold adornments from Bogdanovo: a torque and a pair of earrings.

Stray find from village of Bogdanovo (today Bogdan), Dobritch region 
Early Bronze Age 3
NAIM-BAS
Александров 2011, 7-8; Александров 2017, 197, Фиг. III.1-3,7, Фиг. VII. 6-8
KC

Cat. № 151
Torque

Gold
D (loop) – 7 cm; D (unfolded) – 13,8 cm
Made of a wire with round section. Both tips are bent at a 
180º angle and warped around the wire 4,5 times. The item is 
distorted post-use: folded in two.
Inv. № 4441а

Cat. № 152-153
Earrings – 2 pcs

Gold
L – 1,5 cm; 1,65 cm; W – 6,48 g; 6,68 g
Teardrop/pear in shape. Both are cast and hammered, made 
of a solid wire with tapered ends. The tips have round section. 
At the middle, the cross section is a semi-circle for earring № 
4441б, and a rounded triangle for earring № 4441в.
Inv. № 4441б-в

Cat. № 154-155
Torque with attached ear-ring

Gold
Torque: D – 10,5 cm; Pendant: H – 2,3 cm; 
Total W – 33,50 g
Razgrad region, stray find
Early Bronze Age (Last quarter of the 3rd 
millennium BC)
Torque with loops, made of 0,4 to 0,3 cm thick 
round bar, the loops being additionally bent over 
the bar and, spirally twisted into 2,5 turns. Cast 
and hammered drop-shaped ear-ring; triangular 
cross-section at the bottom; the upper part is form 
of two thin round bars with pointed ends.
NMH Sofia, Inv. № 33067
Александров 2011, 7, Fig. 2;  
(in the publication the provenance is incorrect)
SA
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Cat. № 158
Torque
Gold
D – 8,65 cm; W – 47,16 g
From the vicinity of the Roman settlement of Novae,  
Svistov region
Middle Bronze Age
Made from wire with round section. The wire is flattened and 
bent at a 180° angle, producing nooses at both ends.
NAIM-BAS, Inv. № 6215в
Велков 1927, 315; Александров 2009a; Александров 2011, 7
KC

Gold hair-rings from Berievo: The find comes from „Grobat (the grave)“ locality, near village of Berievo.

It consists of two hair-rings made of round golden bar, twisted and additionally hammered.
Village of Berievo, Sevlievo region
Middle of the 2nd millennium BC
NMH Sofia
Фол 1993, 85-86, Обр. 24; Александров 2009b, 9-10, Fig. 1/23, 24
SA

Cat. № 159
Hair-ring 

Gold
D – 2 cm; W – 7,72 g
Spirally twisted into 1,5 
turns round golden bar. 
Both ends are flattened by 
hammering and bent into a 
V-shape foil.
Inv. № 32953

Cat. № 156-157
Torque with ear-ring
Gold
Torque: D – 13,4 cm; W – 42,89 g; Pendant: H – 2,6 cm;  
W – 8,59 g
Shumen plateau, stray find
Early Bronze Age (Last quarter of the 3rd millennium BC)
Torque with loops, made of 0,4 to 0,2 cm thick round bar, 
the loops being additionally bent over the bar and, spirally 
twisted into 3,5 turns. Cast and hammered drop-shaped 
pendant; triangular cross-section at the bottom, the upper 
part is form of two thin round bars with pointed ends.
RMH Shumen, Inv. № 8831 and 8832 
Атанасов и др. 2008, 56-60; Александров 2011, 7, Fig. 3
SA

Cat. № 161-162
Earrings – 2 pcs

Gold
Full-looped earring: L – 1,7 cm; W – 2,21 g. Open-looped 
earring: L – 1,85 cm; W – 2,37 g
The area of the village of Chomakovtsi, Pleven region
Middle Bronze Age (2nd millennium BC)
Oval in shape. Made from solid wire with triangular section 
(middle) tapering to round section (ends). The ends of one 
earring do not meet, but are slightly bent back; the terminals 
of the other earring are aligned.
NAIM-BAS, Inv. №№ 6093а and 6093б
Велков 1924, 226
КC

Cat. № 160
Hair-ring

Gold
D – 1,6 cm; W – 2,39 g
Spirally twisted into 1,5 
turns round golden bar. 
Both ends are flattened by 
hammering and bent into a 
V-shape foil.
Inv. № 32954
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Cat. № 163-164
Ear-rings – 2 pcs

Gold
L – 1,9 cm; W – 2,1 g; L – 1,9 cm; W – 3,02 g
Vicinity of Popovo, Targovishte region
Middle Bronze Age (2nd millennium BC)
Teardrop/pear in shape. Casted and hammer-finished. 
Made from a solid wire with triangular section (middle), 
tapered towards the terminals. Overlapping ends.
NAIM-BAS, Inv. № № 3151а-б
Александров 2017, 197, Фиг. III. 4-5, Фиг.VII. 2-3
КC

The hoard from Topolovets, North-West Bulgaria: consists of 3 golden hair-rings with oval form.

All three hair-rings are made of gold bar with triangular cross-section, thinned towards the ends. The bar is spirally twisted into 1,5 
turns, one of the ends bent backwards into 0,5 turn. The hoard was found in 1959 in Topolovets village, Vidin region.
Middle Bronze Age (Midd second milleniun BC)
RMH Vidin
Александров 2009-b, 10, Обр. 1/25-27
SA

Cat. № 165
Hair-ring

Gold
H – 2,4 cm; W (max) – 1,7 cm;  
W – 13,10 g
Inv. № I-102

Cat. № 167
Hair-ring

Gold
H – 3,6 cm; W (max) – 1,8 cm;  
W – 13,90 g
Inv. № I-103

Cat. № 168
Adornment

Gold
D – 2,2 сm;
W – 4,27 g
0,5 km southern of 
Kazanlak tell
Middle Bronze Age
Heart-shaped, 
opened. The inner 
rib is decorated 
with a row of small 
dots and the outer 
rib – with cuts.
MH „Iskra“ 
Kazanlak, Inv. № 
МИКА170 
Гетов, Цанова 1967
DGA

Cat. № 169
Hair-ring

Gold
D – 1,5 cm; W – 7,80 g
Pchela, Elhovo region, stray find
Middle Bronze Age
Made of 0,3 cm thick round wire, 
spirally twisted into 1,5 turns, the 
middle part is bent at a 45°.
MEA Elhovo, Inv. № A-602
Unpublished
DA

Cat. № 166
Hair-ring

Gold
H – 2,4 cm; W (max) – 1,7 cm;  
W – 13,10 g
Inv. № I-102
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Cat. № 170
Pendant

Bronze
L – 12,7 cm
Baley, the necropolis, feature 52
Middle Bronze Age (Second quarter of the 2nd millennium 
BC)
Made of 0,05 cm thick foil. Crescent-moon shape with a 
perforated apophysis in the central part.
RMH Vidin, Inv. № Baley 27-4
Unpublished
SA

Cat. № 171
Riveted Dagger

Silver
L – 14,4 cm; W (max.) – 4,7 cm
North-eastern Bulgaria, Varna region, stray find
Early Bronze Age
Casted and hammered. Elongated triangular form with 
diamond-shape cross-section. Two rows of four rivet-holes 
for attaching the grip. Two rivets are preserved.
RMA Varna, Inv. № I-4117
Unpiblished
VS

Cat. № 172
Dagger

Bronze
L – 31,7 cm;
W (max) – 10,9 cm
Haskovo region
Early Bronze Age
Casted and hammered. 
Elongated triangular 
form. Part of the handle 
is preserved, with parts 
of two holes in its base 
preserved.
NMH Sofia,  
Inv. № 43317
Avramova, Todorieva 
2005
SA

Cat. № 173
Tanged dagger

Bronze
L – 20 cm;
W (max) – 3,8 cm
Nova Zagora tell
Middle Bronze Age
Casted and hammered. 
Leaf-shaped blade with 
rounded point.
MH Nova Zagora, Inv. 
№ 2825
Катинчаров 1972
SA
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Cat. № 174
Riveted Dagger
Bronze
L – 24,5 cm;
W (max) – 5 cm 
T – 0,5 cm
Provenance unknown
Early Bronze Age
Elongated triangular 
form with mid-
rib. Two holes for 
attaching the handle 
preserved.
RMH Yambol, 
Inv. № I-4150
Unpublished
TV

Cat. № 175
Riveted Dagger

Bronze
L – 19,8 cm; W (max) – 4,6 cm 
Byala Slatina, Vratsa region
Middle Bronze Age
The dagger is triangular in form, with a  prominent midrib. 
The hilt‐plate has two rivet holes.
NAIM-BAS, Inv. № 1812
Hristova 2006
SA

Cat. № 176
Riveted Dagger

Arsenic bronze
L – 13,9 cm; W (max) – 2,6 cm; T – 0,5 cm; W – 357,30 g
Archar, Vidin region, stray find
Early Bronze Age
Casted and hammered. Elongated triangular form with 
diamond-shape cross-section. Three holes for attaching the 
handle.
NAIM-BAS, Inv. № 646
Попов 1913, 291-292; Черных 1978, Табл. 29/2
SA

Cat. № 178
Shaft-hole axe
Bronze
L – 17,6 cm; W (blade) – 5,7 cm; D (shaft-hole) – 3.3-3.0 cm; 
W – 1,018 kg
Karnobat region, stray find
Early Bronze Age
Casted; solid, elongated blade with slightly convex sides and 
cutting edge and, pentagonal cross-section; short shaft-hole 
with oval cross-section, rounded and slightly elongated butt.
MH Karnobat, Inv. № 843
Băjenaru 2013, 115-116
SA

Cat. № 177
Casting mould for an axe

Stone
L – 19,5 cm
Tell „Tsiganskata mogila“ at the outskirts of Nova Zagora, 4th 
building level
Middle Bronze Age
Bivalve casting mould for a bronze axe with curved blade. 
One halve preserved.
MH Nova Zagora, Inv. №7247
Черных 1978, 148, T. 26: 6.
LL
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Karnobat tell depot

Found during the excavation in 1924, in the western part of the tell, at a depth of 1 m.
Early Bronze Age
MH Karnobat
Георгиева 2002, Табл. II/а, б; Băjenaru 2013, 115
SA

Cat. № 179
Flat axe

Copper
L – 14,1 cm; W (blade) – 5 cm; T – 0,5 cm; W – 195,05 g
Casted; elongated trapezoidal form with widen to the curved 
blade edge; rectangular cross-section.
Inv. № 159/а

Cat. № 180
Flat axe

Copper
L – 8,7 cm; W (blade) – 4 cm; T – 0,5 cm; W – 93,90 g
Casted; elongated trapezoidal form with widen to the curved 
blade edge; rectangular cross-section. The rare end is broken.
Inv. № 159/б

Cat. № 181
Shaft-hole axe

Bronze
L – 21,5 cm; W (blade) – 5,6 cm; D (shaft-hole) – 3,5 cm
Village of Veselinovo – “Maleva” tell, Yambol region, stray find
Early Bronze Age
Casted; solid, elongated blade with slightly convex sides and 
cutting edge and, pentagonal cross-section; short shaft-hole 
with oval cross-section, rounded butt.
RMH Yambol, Inv. № I-60
Миков 1933, Обр. 65; Черных 1978, Обр. 20/1; Băjenaru 
2013, 247
TV

Cat. № 182
Shaft-hole axe

Bronze
L – 16 cm; W (blade) – 5,9 cm
Village of  Irеchekovo, Yambol region, stray find
Early Bronze Age
Casted, solid, elongated blade with slightly convex sides and 
cutting edge and hexagonal cross-section; short shaft-hole 
with oval cross-section, rounded and slightly elongated butt.
RMH Yambol, Inv. № I-4275
Unpublished
TV

Cat. № 183
Shaft-hole axe

Bronze
L – 19,5 cm; W (blade) – 5,1 cm
Karanovo tell, Nova Zagora region
Early Bronze Age 3
Casted, solid, with slightly convex 
sides; rectangular cross-section; 
short shaft-hole with oval cross-
section, rounded butt.
NAIM-BAS
Hiller, Nikolov 2002, Fig. 22/a
ST
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Cat. № 184
Flat axe
Bronze
L – 12,6 cm; W (blade) – 3,9 cm
Karanovo tell, Nova Zagora region
Early Bronze Age 3
Casted, elongated trapezoidal form widen to the 
curved blade edge; rectangular cross-section.
NAIM-BAS
Hiller, Nikolov 2002, Fig. 22/b
ST

Cat. № 185
Shaft-hole axe

Bronze
L – 14 cm; W (blade) – 4,2 cm; ; W – 483,45 g
Village of Petarch, Sofia region
Early Bronze Age 3
Casted, solid, elongated blade with widening 
cutting edge and oval cross-section; long shaft-
hole, elongated butt.
RMH Sofia, Inv. № А 7345
Гоцев и др. 2016, 171, Обр. 3
ST

Cat. № 186
Shaft-hole axe

Bronze
L – 17 cm; W (blade) – 5,2 cm; D (shaft-hole) – 2,8 cm
Village of Prelom, Lovech region 
Early Bronze Age
The head of the axe widens towards the flared bit. The shaft-
hole has oval section and slightly elongated butt. 
RMH Lovech, Inv. № 219
Миков 1929, 62, Обр. 18; Черных 1978, 141, Табл.23-7
МV

Cat. № 187
Shaft-hole axe

Bronze
L – 17,2 cm; W (blade) – 4,2 cm; W – 736,20 g
Village of Kravenik, Sevlievo region, stray find
Early Bronze Age
Casted, solid, elongated blade with convex sides and cutting 
edge and, pentagonal cross-section; short shaft-hole with 
oval cross-section, rounded butt.
MH Sevlievo, Inv. № КВП 70-1
Băjenaru 2013, 121
SA

Cat. № 188
Shaft-hole axe
Bronze
L – 15,1 cm; W (blade) – 5,2 cm;
W – 764 g
Village of Kravenik, Sevlievo region, 
stray find
Early Bronze Age
Casted, solid, elongated blade with 
convex sides and cutting edge and, 
pentagonal cross-section; short 
shaft-hole with round cross-section.
MH Sevlievo, Inv. № КВП 70-2
Băjenaru 2013, 121
SA
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Cat. № 189
Shaft-hole axe

Bronze
L – 11,2 cm
Village of Mitrovtsi, Montana region
Early Bronze Age
The head of the axe widens towards the flared bit. Theshaft-
hole has oval section and slightly elongated butt.
NAIM-BAS, Inv. № 3258
Черных 1978
ST

Cat. № 190
Double axe

Bronze
L – 15,5 cm; W (max) – 3,4 cm; W (blade) – 3,8 cm; W – 676,60 g
Village of Kravenik, Sevlievo region, stray find
Middle of the 2nd millennium BC
Casted, solid, elongated rectangular blades with slightly 
convex cutting edges and, hexagonal cross-section; socket 
with round cross-section with two small vertical apohyses 
and three horizontal ribs.
MH Sevlievo, Inv. № КВП 69-1
Unpublished
SA

Cat. № 191
Double axe
Bronze
L – 16,6 cm; W (max) – 3,8 cm; W (handle) – 4,7 cm; 
W – 676,60 g
Oryahovo region, stray find
Middle of the 2nd millennium BC
Casted, solid, elongated rectangular blades with 
slightly convex cutting edges and hexagonal cross-
section; socket with round cross-section with two 
small vertical apohyses and three horizontal ribs.
NAIM-BAS, Inv. № 3972
Черных 1978, Таб. 42:2
SA

Galabovo tell

End of the 3rd – beginning of 2nd millennium BC
МА „Maritsa-Iztok“ Radnevo
Панайотов и др. 1991; Leshtakov 1996; Leštakov 2016
SA

Cat. № 192
Pilgrim flask

Pottery
H – 14 cm
1st building horizon, pit in O/5 box-grid
Wheel – made; well refined clay, dark grey colour; 
Oval shape, made of two lens-shaped flasks, the rim 
part is broken.
Inv. № 168
Leštakov 2016, 64, Abb. 15/4
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Cat. № 193
Syrian flask

Pottery 
H – 9,2 cm; D (max) – 7,7 cm
3rd building horizon, pottery depot in dwelling in box-grids 
J4/K4/J5/K5
Wheel – made; well refined clay, grey colour. Globular body, 
short neck, the rim is broken.
Inv. № 308
Leštakov 2016, 69, Abb. 24/1

Cat. № 194
Amphora

Pottery
H – 32 cm; D (rim) – 14,5 cm
2nd building horizon, dwelling in box-grid M/4
Wheel – made; well refined clay, metal black colour. Globular 
body with two handles, short neck. Encrusted incised 
decoration on the body.
Inv. № 260
Leštakov 2016, 66, Abb. 19/11

Cat. № 195
Trefoil-mouthed jug

Pottery
H – 15,4 cm; D (base) – 5,5 cm
2nd building horizon, dwelling in box-grid M/6
Wheel – made; refined clay, dark grey colour;  
rounded bi-conical body, three-foiled rim.
Inv. № 265
Leštakov 2016, 66, Abb. 18/1

Cat. № 196
Hair-ring

Gold
D – 1,4 cm; W – 2,80 g
2nd building horizon, pit in box-grid M/7
Made of 0,15 cm thick oval wire, spirally twisted into 1,75 turns, one of the ends 
turned back into 0,75 turns.
Inv. № 669
Leshtakov 1996, Fig. 11/4
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Cat. № 198
Knife

Bronze
L – 6,2 cm; W (max) – 1,47 cm
4th building horizon, box-grid F/4
Casted and hammered with short triangular blade and oval 
handle.
Inv. № 660
Unpublished

Cat. № 197
Tanged dagger

Bronze
L –19,8 cm; W (max) – 3,5 cm; T – 0,3 cm
1st building horizon, pit in box-grid O/5
Casted and hammered. Elongated triangular form; 
trapezoidal tang.
Inv. № 181
Unpublished

Hoard from the area of  Svishtov (Central North Bulgaria)

Consisting of thirteen gold objects (a bracelet, six torques and six hair-rings) and six bronze objects (three complete and one 
fragmented double-axes, fragmented shaft-hole axe and a fragment of a chisel/mattock). All the objects were placed into a clay, 
hand-made amphora-like vessel.
Middle of the 2nd millennium BC
MH Svishtov
Alexandrov et al. 2017
MM

Cat. № 199
Bracelet

Gold
D (spiral) – 8 cm; T (bar) – 0,45 cm; T (plates) – 0,1 cm; 
W – 68,6 g
Made of golden bar with rhomboid cross-section, twisted 
into 2,5 turns. The ends are flattened into triangular plates 
decorated with repoussé technique.
Inv. № I-2076

Cat. № 200
Torque with loops

Gold
D – 9,2 cm; T (bar) – 0,3 cm; W – 27,5 g
Casted and hammered. Made of spirally twisted golden bar 
with round cross-section, plain at the loops area, flattened at 
the loops. Traces of green patina.
Inv. № I-2077

Cat. № 201
Torque with loops

Gold
D – 9,9 cm; T (bar) – 1,35 cm; W – 23,8 g
Casted and hammered. Made of spirally twisted golden bar 
with round cross-section, plain at the loops area, flattened at 
the loops. Traces of green patina.
Inv. № I-2078
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Cat. № 203
Torque with loops

Gold
D – 12,6 cm; T (bar) – 0,20-0,45 cm; W – 42,7 g
Casted and hammered.Made of plain golden bar with round 
cross-section, flattened at the loops. Traces of green patina
Inv. № I-2080

Cat. № 202
Torque with loops

Gold
D – 8,5 cm; T (bar) – 0,30 cm; W – 13,2 g
Casted and hammered. Made of spirally twisted golden bar 
with round cross-section, plain at the loops area, flattened at 
the loops. Traces of green patina.
Inv. № I-2079

Cat. № 204
Torque with loops

Gold
D – 10,5 cm; T (bar) –0,25-0,50 cm; W – 37,4 g
Casted and hammered. Made of plain golden bar with round 
cross-section, flattened at the loops.
Inv. № I-2081

Cat. № 205
Torque with loops

Gold
D – 10 cm; T (bar) – 0,20-0,40 cm; W – 29,7 g
Casted and hammered. Made of plain golden bar with round 
cross-section, flattened at the loops.
Inv. №I-2082

Cat. № 206
Hair-ring

Gold
H –3,2 cm; W (max.) – 2,1 cm; W – 3,9 g
Cut from a double golden foil, bent at the upper part forming 
an ovoid with crossing edges. The edges are thinned, bent to 
the inside. Traces of green patina.
Inv. № I-2083

Catalogue



488

Cat. № 208
Hair-ring

Gold
H –3,5 cm; W (max.) – 2,7 cm W – 4,7 g
Cut from a double golden foil, bent at 
the upper part forming an ovoid with 
crossing edges. The edges are thinned, 
bent to the inside. Traces of green 
patina.
Inv. № I-2085

Cat. № 209
Hair-ring

Gold
H – 3,4 cm; W (max.) – 2,35 cm;  
W – 6,1 g
Cut from a double golden foil, bent at 
the upper part forming an ovoid with 
crossing edges. The edges are thinned, 
bent to the inside. Traces of green 
patina.
Inv. № I-2086

Cat. № 210
Hair-ring

Gold
H – 3,7 cm; W (max.) – 2,6 cm; W –3,7 g
Cut from a double golden foil, bent at the upper part forming 
an ovoid with crossing edges. The edges are thinned, bent to 
the inside. Traces of green patina.
Inv. № I-2087

Cat. № 211
Hair-ring

Gold
H – 3,2 cm; W (max.) – 2,3 cm; W – 2,3 g
Cut from a double golden foil, bent at the upper part forming 
an ovoid with crossing edges. The edges are thinned, bent to 
the inside. Traces of green patina.
Inv. № I-2088

Cat. № 212
Double axe

Bronze
L – 16,2 cm; W – 4,4 cm;  
W (handle) – 3,1 cm; W – 754 g
Casted. Solid, elongated rectangular 
blades with slightly convex cutting 
edges and, hexagonal cross-section; 
socket with round cross-section 
with two small vertical apohyses 
and three horizontal ribs.
Inv. № I-2090

Cat. № 207
Hair-ring

Gold
H –3,3 cm; W (max.) – 2,6 cm; W – 2,5 g
Cut from a double golden foil, bent at 
the upper part forming an ovoid with 
crossing edges. The edges are thinned, 
bent to the inside. Traces of green 
patina.
Inv. № I-2084
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Cat. № 213
Double axe

Bronze
L – 17,9 cm; W – 4,4 cm; W (handle) – 3,4 cm; W – 943 g
Casted. Solid, elongated rectangular blades with slightly 
convex cutting edges and, hexagonal cross-section; socket 
with round cross-section with two small vertical apohyses 
and three horizontal ribs.
Inv. № I-2091

Cat. № 214
Double axe

Bronze
L – 21,4 cm; W – 4,9 cm; W (handle) – 3,9 cm; 
W – 1,119 kg
Casted. Solid, elongated rectangular blades with slightly 
convex cutting edges and, hexagonal cross-section; socket 
with round cross-section with two small vertical apohyses 
and three horizontal ribs. Broken at the socket area.
Inv. №I-2092

Cat. № 215
Double axe

Bronze
L – 9,4 cm; W – 4,1 cm; ,W (sleeve) – 3,4 cm; W – 377 g
Casted. Solid, elongated rectangular blades with slightly 
convex cutting edges and, hexagonal cross-section; socket 
with round cross-section with two small vertical apohyses 
and three horizontal ribs.
Inv. № I-2093

Cat. № 216
Shaft-hole axe

Bronze
L – 12,2 cm; W – 3,7 cm; W – 225,7 g
Casted.Broken at the socket area. Elongated rectangular 
blades with slightly convex cutting edges and hexagonal 
cross-section.Incised decoration at the upper part of the 
blade.
Inv. № I-2094

Cat. № 217
Chisel/mattock

Bronze
L – 10,5 cm; W – 4,1 cm; W – 402,2 g
Casted and hammered. Rectangular working 
part; the socket is broken; the preserved part 
has an octagonal cross-section.
Inv. № I-2095
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Tumular Grave in „The Big tumulus“ near Ovchartsi, Radnevo region

Middle Bronze Age (Last quarter of the 16th century BC)
„The Big tumulus“, Grave № 7
МА „Maritsa-Iztok“ Radnevo
Александров 2007
SA

Cat. № 219
Amphora

Pottery
H – 23,4 cm; D (rim) – 8,6 cm
Wheel-made; rounded body, short neck; two horizontal 
handles over the body. Very well refined clay; light brown 
colour. Decoration – dark painted lines over the body and the 
handles; the space between the lines – filled with white paint.
Inv. № 922

Cat. № 220
Single spiral

Gold
L – 1,8 cm; W – 0,97 g
Made of 0,35 cm thick round wire, spirally twisted  
into 16 turns.
Inv. № 928/1

Cat. № 221
Single spiral

Gold
L – 1,45 cm; W– 1,24 g
Made of 0,35 cm thick round wire, spirally twisted  
into 14 turns.
Inv. № 928/2

Cat. № 218
Amphora-like 
vessel

Pottery
H – 23,7 cm; 
D – 14,7 cm; 
D (max.) – 21,3 cm; 
D (bottom) – 7,4 cm; 
CA – 4,650 l
Restored. 
Handmade. Dark 
grey color. Clay with 
sand ingredients.
Inv. № I-2089
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Cat. № 222
Triple spiral

Gold
L– 1,3 cm; W– 1,6 cm; W – 2,37 g
Made of 0,35 cm thick round wire, 
spirally twisted into 12 turns, reversed 
at both ends at 180º and twisted both 
times into 12 and 11 turns respectively.
Inv. № 928/3

Cat. № 223
Triple spiral

Gold
L – 1,1 cm; W – 1 cm; W – 2,80 g
Made of 0,35 cm thick round wire, 
spirally twisted into 12 turns, reversed 
at both ends at 180º and twisted both 
times into 12 and 11 turns respectively.
Inv. № 928/4

Cat. № 224
Double spiral

Gold
L – 1,35 cm; W – 0,6 cm; W – 3,43 g
Made of 0,35 cm thick round wire, 
spirally twisted into 10 turns, than 
reversed and at 180º twisted again into 
10 turns.
Inv. № 928/5

Cat. № 225
Double spiral

Gold
L – 1,3 cm; W – 0,7 cm; W – 1,56 g
Made of 0,35 cm thick round wire, 
spirally twisted into 14 turns, than 
reversed at 180º and twisted again into 
13 turns.
Inv. № 928/6

Cat. № 226
Double spiral

Gold
L – 1,3 cm; W – 0,5 cm; W– 1,54 g
Made of 0,35 cm thick round wire, 
spirally twisted into 14 turns, than 
reversed at 180º and twisted again into 
13 turns. 
Inv. № 928/7

Cat. № 227
Triple spiral

Gold
L – 1,1 cm; W – 1,1 cm; W – 2,23 g
Made of 0,35 cm thick round wire, 
spirally twisted into 11 turns, reversed 
at both ends at 180º and twisted both 
times into 10 and 11 turns respectively.
Inv. №928/8

Cat. № 228
Double spiral

Gold
L – 1,3 cm; W – 0,5 cm; W – 2,25 g
Made of 0,35 cm thick round wire, 
spirally twisted into 11 turns, than 
reversed at 180º and twisted again into 
11 turns.
Inv. № 928/9

Cat. № 229
Hair-ring

Gold
D – 1,3 cm; 
W – 4,09 g
Made of 0,35 cm 
thick round wire, 
spirally twisted 
into 1,5 turns, 
one of the ends 
reversed at 180º in 
0,5 turns.
Inv. № 928/10
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Cat. № 231
Triple spiral

Gold
L – 1,4 cm; W – 1,1 cm; W – 3,51 g
Made of 0,35 cm thick round wire, spirally twisted into 11 
turns, reversed at both ends at 180º and twisted both times 
into 12 and 11 turns respectively.
Inv. № 928/12

Cat. № 230
Triple spiral

Gold
L – 1,4 cm; W – 1,2 cm; W – 3,49 g
Made of 0,35 cm thick round wire, spirally twisted into 11 
turns, reversed at both ends at 180º and twisted both times 
into 11 turns.
Inv. № 928/11

Tumulus № 3, Village of Izvorovo, Harmanli region

Middle Bronze Age
NAIM-BAS
Бориславов 2017
BB

Cat. № 232
Necklace

Gold
W – 14,50 g
It consists of a total of 55 gold beads, as 
following: a centrically placed compos-
ite bead made of 36 separate elements, 2 
spherical beads decorated with vertical 
grooves, 8 large biconical beads, 3 small 
biconical beads and 41 rings (26 decorat-
ed with transverse notches and 15 – with-
out notches).
Inv. № 9261

Cat. № 233
Dagger

Bronze
L – 14,5 cm; W – 2,1 cm; T – 0,15 cm; W – 12,75 g
The base of the handle is trapezoidal and differentiated by two-sided 
narrowing. The double-sided blade has an elongated triangular shape 
and a flat cross-section.
Inv. № 9262

Cat. № 234
Hoop

Electron
D – 1,8 cm; H – 0,5 cm; W – 1,20 g
Fragmented. It has a flat cross-section, traces of use on the outer 
surface; it was most likely an element of the dagger's handle.
Inv. № 9263
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Cat. № 235
Bead

Gold
D – 3,2 сm; H – 1,8 сm; W – 6,6 g
Bead shaped and sized like a spindle whorl – component of 
adornment. It is decorated with parallel vertical lines. There 
are traces of secondary piercing points.
Inv. № 55778

Cat. № 236
Bead

Gold
D – 2,6 сm; H – 1,3 сm; W – 4,7 g
Bead shaped and sized like a spindle whorl – component 
of adornment. It is decorated with 5 parallel incised lines 
forming a zigzag pattern. There are traces of secondary 
piercing points.
Inv. № 55779

Cat. № 238
Razor

Bronze
L – 12,2 сm; W – 6 cm;  
W – 43 g (after the restoration)
Elliptical shape, rounded tip, tapered one-sided, 
arched cutting edge. The base of the handle is short 
and with rectangular cross-section.
Inv. № 62314

Cat. № 237
Necklace
Gold
L – 49 см; W 0 40,2 g  
(with the string).
The necklace consists of 344 
sequentially alternating beads – 
174 big ones, in the form of barley 
grain. They are decorated with 
longitudinal incised lines on the 
three protruding sections.  
The smaller 170 beads are 
spherical, decorated with 
longitudinal incised lines.   
Inv.  № 55777

Tumulus № 1, Village of Izvorovo, Harmanli region
Middle Bronze Age (First half of the 2nd millennium BC)
NMH Sofia
Borislavov 2010
BB
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Middle Bronze Age Graves in „Shekerdza tumulus“ near village of Kamen, Sliven region

End of the 3rd – first half of the 2nd millennium BC
RMH Sliven
Димитрова 2014, 76-77; Обр. 9-10
DD

Cat. № 241
Scepter – fragmented

Bone
Eagle: H – 3,6 cm; W (max.) – 2,6 cm; T – 0,8 cm;
Fragments: L (max) – 1,65 cm, L (fragment) - 3,3 cm;  
L (fragment) - 1,65 cm 
Grave № 1
Figurine of an eagle with folded wings, standing at parade 
rest. The eyes made of copper circles are mounted on both 
sides of the head side mounted into pre-cut grooves. Two 
fragments of cylindrical shape was attached to it.
Inv. No 3996 A

Cat. № 239
Amulet – a fragment

Bone
L (preserved) – 3,55 cm; W (max.) – 1,5 cm
Grave № 1
Hollow cylindrical body with longitudinal opening.
Composite profiled decoration of extended S-shaped 
patterns on the outer surface. One of the ends terminates  
in flat, smooth surface, the other has a vague ending.
Inv. № 3994 А

Cat. № 240
Scepter – fragmented

Bone, copper
Eagle: H – 3,65 cm; W (max.) – 2,45 cm; T – 1,05 cm
Grave № 1
Figurine of an eagle with folded wings, standing at parade 
rest. The eyes made of copper circles are mounted on both 
sides of the head side mounted into pre-cut grooves. 
Inv. No 3995 A
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Cat. № 242
Hair-ring

Gold
D – 1,6 cm; W – 6,30 g
Grave № 4
Made of 0,3 cm thick round wire, spirally twisted  
into 1,5 turns.
Inv. № 3999 А

Find from Tabashka Cave, Lovech region

Collective find including six gold hair-rings and a crescent-shaped gold ornamental plate (breastplate?). The find is discovered in 
1987, by a group of speleologists exploring Cave Tabashka, near Lovech.
Middle Bronze Age
RMH Lovech
Hristov 2000: Александров 2009b
MV

Cat. № 244
Hair-ring

Gold
D – 1,35-1,46 cm; 
D (wire) – 0,18-
0,36 cm; W – 5,3 g
Pendant, hair-
ornament, round. 
Made from wire 
with round sec-
tion, coiled one 
and a half turns; 
ends surpass-
ing. Folded at the 
middle at ca. 45°.
Inv. № 1608

Cat. № 245
Hair-ring

Gold
D – 1,3-1,4 cm;  
D (wire) – 0,15-
0,3 cm; W – 4,65 g
Pendant, hair-
ornament, round. 
Made from wire 
with round section, 
coiled in one and 
a half turns; ends 
surpassing. Folded 
at the middle at ca. 
45°.
Inv. № 1609

Cat. № 246
Hair-ring

Gold
D – 1,26-1,37 cm; 
D(wire) – 0,15-0,3 
cm;
W – 4,83 g
Pendant, hair-
ornament, round. 
Made from a wire 
with round sec-
tion, coiled in one 
and a half turns; 
ends do not over-
lap. Folded at the 
middle at ca. 45°.
Inv. № 1610

Cat. № 247
Hair-ring
Gold
D – 1,1 cm;
D (wire) – 0,07- 
0,11 cm;
W – 1,10 g
Pendant, hair 
ornament, round. 
Made from a wire 
with round sec-
tion, coiled in one 
and a half turns; 
the ends do not 
meet. Folded at 
the middle at ca. 
45°.
Inv. № 1611

Cat. № 248
Hair-ring

Gold
D – 1 cm;
D (wire) – 0,09-
0,16 cm;
W – 1,04 g
Pendant, hair 
ornament, round. 
Made from wire 
with round sec-
tion, coiled in one 
and a half turns; 
ends do not meet; 
Folded at the 
middle at ca. 45°.
Inv. № 1612

Cat. № 249
Hair-ring

Gold
D – 1,38 cm;  
D (wire) – 0,16-
0,3 cm; W – 5,34 g
Pendant, hair-
ornament, round. 
Made from wire 
with round sec-
tion, coiled in one 
and a half turns, 
ends do not meet. 
Folded at the 
middle at approxi-
mately 45°.
Inv. № 1607

Cat. № 243
Plate

Gold
L – 18,8 cm;
W – 1,6 cm;
W – 24,6 g
The plate is broken into 
two pieces. Crescent-
shaped, maximum 
width at the middle, 
gradually narrowing 
towards the ends. A pair 
of holes through each 
end, arranged along the 
long axis.
Inv. № 1613

Catalogue



496

Cat. № 250
Pectoral

Gold
D (oval) – 9 x 7 cm; W – 7,62 g
Golyam Kademliya peak, Central Balkans, stray find
Middle of the 2nd millennium BC
Cut from a gold foil, 0,07 cm thick. Oval shape of the 
gold band, thinned towards the ends; both ends – 
spirally twisted inwards.
RMH Gabrovo, Inv. № 7119A
Vasileva 2004
SA

Mogila hoard

Found in a small tumulus at Madara plateau, near Mogila village, Shumen region.
The hoard consists of 5 silver cylindrical tubes, 2 silver beads and a silver applique. Alongside the silver jewellery, a flat axe, a 
chisel and two fragments of a knife? all made of copper? as well as a bronze dagger were attached. The first three tools date to 
the end of 5th – first half of the 4th millennium BC while the dagger dates to the Late Bronze Age and probably was additionally 
added to the lot.
RMH Shumen
End of the Bronze Age – Early Iron Age
Unpublished
IB

Cat. № 251
Cylindrical tube

Silver
L – 6 cm; D – 1,1 cm
Made of silver foil, a cylindrical tube with transverse ribs.
Inv. № 13961/1

Cat. № 252
Cylindrical tube

Silver
L – 4,4 cm; D – 1 cm
Made of silver foil, a cylindrical tube with transverse ribs.
Inv. № 13961/2

Cat. № 253
Cylindrical tube

Silver
L – 3,5 cm; D – 1 cm
Made of silver foil, a cylindrical  
tube with transverse ribs.
Inv. № 13961/3

Cat. № 254
Cylindrical tube

Silver
L – 2,9 cm; D – 0,5 cm
Made of silver foil, a cylindrical  
tube with transverse ribs.
Inv. № 13961/4

Cat. № 255
Cylindrical tube

Silver
L – 2,7 cm; D – 0,5 cm
Made of silver foil, a cylindrical  
tube with transverse ribs.
Inv. № 13961/5
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Cat. № 256
Applique

Silver
D – 2,2 x 1,6 cm
Made of silver foil, semi-spherical in 
form.
Inv. № 13961/8

Cat. № 257
Bead

Silver
L – 2,4 cm; D – 1,6 cm
Made of silver foil. Preserved in half, 
probably bi-conical in form.
Inv. № 13961/7

Cat. № 258
Bead

Silver
L – 5,5 cm; D – 1,6 cm
Made of silver foil, bi-conical in shape, 
partially damaged.
Inv. № 13961/6

Cat. № 261
Flat axe

Bronze
L – 7,3 cm; W – 3,9 cm
Flat, rectangular in form, with 
rounded edges.
Inv. № 13959

Cat. № 259
Dagger

Bronze
L – 21 cm; W (max.) – 4,1 cm
Leaf-shaped blade, with 
longitudinal relief midrib.
Inv. №13958

Cat. № 260
Chisel

Bronze
L – 7,9 cm; W – 1,3 cm
Preserved in half; elongated, 
rectangular form.
Inv. № 13960
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Pobit Kamak Hoard

THe assemblage consists of simpleand composite stone moulds for casting bronze objects. The parts of the composite moulds are 
fitted together with wooden pegs. Some of the surfaces are channelled for removing gas during the casting process.
Pobit Kamak, Razgrad region
Late Bronze Age (Br D)
NAIM-BAS and RMH Razgrad
Черных 1978a; Wanzek 1989, Taf. 45; Hänsel 1976; Бонев 2003, 73-75

Cat. № 262-263
Mould for casting scepters

Stone
L – 32,4 cm; W – 21,3 cm; W – 7,327 kg

A three-piece mould, only two pieces are preserved. It was 
used for casting a ceremonial axe with a spiral-shaped blade. 
Its hollow metal handle was mounted on a wooden rod.
NAIM-BAS, Inv. № 5083а and 5083б
LL

Cat. № 264-265
Mould for casting a metal handle  
and a hair-pin

Stone
L – 8,3 cm; W – 6,2 х 4,9 cm; W – 645 g
L – 8,4 cm; W – 6,1 х 4,9 cm; W – 548 g
A three-piece mould, only two pieces are 
preserved. It was used for casting a hollow 
disk-shaped metal handle. An additional 
form was carved in negative on one of 
the surfaces for casting a hair-pin with a 
rhomboid-shaped tip.
NAIM-BAS, Inv. № 5086а and 5086б
LL

Cat. № 266
Mould

Stone
L – 8,5 cm; W – 4,5 cm; H – 2,2 cm
Stone casting mould for the hollow base 
of a bronze handle. Used together with 
inv. № 1183.
NAIM-BAS, Inv. № 5087
Unpublished
LL
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Cat. № 267
Mould

Stone
L – 5 cm; W – 3,7 cm; H – 2,2 cm
Fragment of a stone casting mould for the hollow base of a 
bronze handle or disc-shaped hilt.
NAIM-BAS, Inv. № 5088
Unpublished
LL

Cat. № 268
Semi-finished stone article for 
modelling a mould

Stone
L – 54,5 cm; W – 12 cm; W – 11,188 kg
Semi-finished stone article for modelling a 
parallelepiped-shaped mould. Rectangular 
cross-section.Broken into two parts.Restored.
RMH Razgrad, Inv. № 1177 and 1182 б
DVD

Cat. № 269
Semi-finished stone article for 
modelling a mould

Stone
L – 42,3 cm; W – 9,6 cm; W – 5,750 kg
Semi-finished stone article for modelling 
parallelepiped-shaped mould. Trapezoidal 
cross-section.
RMH Razgrad, Inv. № 1178
DVD

Cat. № 270
Semi-finished stone article for 
modelling a mould

Stone
L – 27,7 cm; W – 11,5 cm; W – 3,696 kg
Semi-finished stone article for modelling a 
prismatic-shaped mould. Polygonal cross-
section.
RMH Razgrad, Inv. № 1179
DVD

Cat. № 271
Mould for casting an ingot

Stone
L – 58 cm; W – 9 cm; L – 67 cm; W – 12 cm; 
W – 9,826 kg
Stone mould for casting a massive metal 
ingot. At the time of its finding it was broken 
into several pieces. Restored.
RMH Razgrad, Inv. № 1180, 1181, 1182 A, 
1200
DVD
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Cat. № 272-273
Mould for casting a bulb-
shaped handle

Stone
L – 10,2 cm; W – 9,5 cm; 
W – 1,2 kg
L – 9,24 cm; W – 9,1 cm; 
W – 1,040 kg
The mould is composed of three 
parts, only two of them have 
reached us. They are roughly 
processed and prismatically 
shaped. The excess gases are 
vented through a number of 
obliquely arranged channels 
during the casting process.
RMH Razgrad, Inv. № 1183A, B
DVD

Cat. № 274-275
Mould for casting a handle of a short sword

Stone
L – 13,3 cm; W – 8,1 cm; W – 709 g
L – 13,2 cm; W – 8,4 cm; W – 751 g
Two-piece mould for casting metal handles of short 
swords. The two halves are provided with channels 
allowing excess gases to be vented off during the 
casting process. There are channels on both sides of 
the handle for moving the molten metal directly to the 
blade.
RMH Razgrad, Inv. № 1184A,B
DVD

Cat. № 276-277
Mould

Stone
L – 8,7 cm; W – 8 cm; W – 674 g
L – 8,9 cm; W – 7,8 cm; W – 616 g
The mould consists of at least five parts, only two of 
them have reached us. The casting mould is cubic. There 
are two channels on the upper surface for pouring the 
metal. The excess gases are vented through obliquely 
arranged channels during the casting process.
RMH Razgrad, Inv. № 1185 а,б
DVD

Cat. № 278-279
Mould for casting a round plate

Stone
L – 5,1 cm; W – 4,7 cm; W – 137 g
L – 5,2 cm; W – 4,4 cm; W – 90 g
The mould is composed of three parts, only two of 
them have reached us. It is made of fragments of an 
older scrapped mould and is shaped as an irregular 
prism with roughly processed external sides. The 
channel for pouring metal is longitudinally placed.
RMH Razgrad, Inv. № 1186 а,б
DVD
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Cat. № 280-281
Mould for casting a chisel, a socketed axe (celt) 
and a handle

Stone
L – 9,2 cm; W – 6,6 cm; W – 545 g
L – 9,2 cm; W – 6,7 cm; W – 580 g
A two-piece mould, only one parallelepiped-shaped 
piece is preserved. Originally, a casting form for a long 
and narrow hollow chisel was carved in negative on the 
shorter side. A casting matrix for a hollow axe was carved 
on the longer side. After the mould had been damaged, 
the stone piece was cut into two pieces reworked into a 
casting matrix for a disk-shaped metal handle.
RMH Razgrad, Inv. № 1187 а,б
DVD

Cat. № 282
Mould for casting a scepter-tip and buttons (or rivets)

Stone 
L – 7,2 cm; W – 6,7 cm; W – 207 g
Originally, the mould consisted of four pieces. It was modelled 
for casting a bronze tip for a scepter with three horns. After 
the mould had been scraped, casting forms for three objects 
of hemispherical shape – buttons or decorative rivets – were 
carved in negative on the opposite side.
RMH Razgrad, Inv. № 1188
DVD

Cat. № 283
Lid/mould for metal ornaments

Stone
L – 7,6 cm; W – 5,6 cm; W – 204 g
Stone piece of parallelepiped shape. It was originally used 
as a casting mould for two pendants with a spherical-
shaped body. Subsequently, it was used as a cover for other 
composite moulds, which is evidenced by numerous holes for 
pegs drilled on the opposite side.
RMH Razgrad, Inv. № 1189
DVD

Cat. № 284
Lid

Stone
L – 7 cm; W – 6,7 cm; W – 189 g
A cover of composite casting mould for bronze objects. It is 
made from a small and thin stone piece. A groove in which a 
thin rope was placed is preserved on the opposite side.
RMH Razgrad, Inv. № 1190
DVD
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Cat. № 285
Mould for casting a metal vessel

Stone
L – 8,7 cm; W – 8 cm; W – 766 g
Mould for casting a hollow metal vessel with handles 
protruding above the rim (kantharos). Only a part of the 
mould is preserved. Based on the channels arranged to direct 
the molten metal into the mould cavity, it can be assumed 
that the vessel had a foot or other type of stand.
RMH Razgrad, Inv. № 1191
DVD

Cat. № 286
Mould for casting decorative discs

Stone
L – 11,6 cm; W – 10,7 cm; W – 1,335 kg
Two-sided mould for casting disk-shaped tips for metal 
handles. The disc is rosette-shaped on one side and 
undecorated on the other side. Channels providing an exit 
for venting the excess gases during the casting process are 
arranged on the rest of the surface of the mould.
RMH Razgrad, Inv. № 1192
DVD

Cat. № 287-288
Mould for casting a hammer

Stone
L – 15,7 cm; W – 10,9 cm; W – 1,317 kg
L – 15,7 cm; W – 10,5 cm; W – 1,116 kg
A three-piece mould, only two pieces are preserved. It was 
used for casting a massive bronze hammer decorated with 
fine vertical ribs terminating with hemispheres.
RMH Razgrad, Inv. № 1193 а, б
DVD

Cat. № 289-290
Mould for casting a scepter

Stone
L – 27 cm; W – 18 cm; W – 3,799 kg
L – 27,4 cm; W – 18 cm; W – 3,513 kg
A three-piece mould, only two pieces 
are preserved. It was used for casting a 
ceremonial axe with a spiral-shaped blade. 
Its hollow metal handle was mounted on a 
wooden rod.
RMH Razgrad, Inv. № 1194 а,б
DVD
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Cat. № 291
Mould for casting an axe 

Stone
L – 18 cm; W – 7,8 cm; W – 1,035 kg
Mould for casting a bronze axe of “Hungarian type”. Old 
break in the rear section of the one half is discernible. The 
core for modelling the insertion is missing. Vertical grooves 
used as signs for fitting the components of the mould are 
visible on the narrow sides.
RMH Razgrad, Inv. № 1195
DVD

Cat. № 292
Mould for casting an axe

Stone
L – 15,5 cm; W – 9,5 cm; W – 1,216 kg
Fragment of mould for casting a bronze axe of “Hungarian 
type”. Old break in the rear section is discernible. Three 
vertical grooves used as signs for fitting the other half of the 
mould are visible on the front side.
RMH Razgrad, Inv. № 1196
DVD

Cat. № 293-294
Mould for casting an axe and an wedge

Stone
L – 10,2 cm; W – 9,5 cm; W – 1,200 kg
L – 9,24 cm; W – 9,1 cm; W – 1,040 kg
Mould for casting a bronze axe of "Hungarian type". The 
core for modelling the insertion is missing. A casting form 
of narrow wedge with rhomboid cross-section is carved in 
negative underneath the blade.
RMH Razgrad, Inv. № 1197 А, В
DVD

Cat. № 295-296
Mould for casting an axe, a cross-shaped axe and a 
hollow chisel

Stone
L – 20 cm; W – 8 cm; W – 1,577 kg
L – 20 cm; W – 7,7 cm; W – 1,520 kg
Three-side mould for casting a bronze axe of “Hungarian 
type”, a T-crossed axe and a hollow chisel. The cracks in the 
stone are caused by long-term use of the mould. Both halves 
are repaired by drilling channels and filling them with molten 
metal. The casting form for the chisel carved in negative 
became unusable after the repair.
RMH Razgrad, Inv. № 1198 а, б
DVD
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Cat. № 297-298
Mould for casting a short 
sword of type Krasnomayak

Stone
L – 41,1 cm; W – 9,5 cm; 
W – 3,340 kg
L – 41,1 cm; W – 10 cm; 
W – 3,682 kg
A mould for casting a short 
sword with a wide blade. The 
casting mould for the blade is 
composed of two parallelepiped-
shaped halves. One of them was 
damaged in ancient times and 
subsequently repaired using 
wooden pegs.
RMH Razgrad, Inv. № 1199 А, В
DVD

Valchitran gold treasure.

Includes 12 gold vessels – one kantharos, one large and three small kyathoi, two large and five smaller lids with bulbous knobs, and 
one tripartite gold and electron vessel. Discovered accidentally in 1924, during land cultivation, in the vicinity of Valcitran, Pleven 
region, approximately 30 cm beneath the modern surface, within a 0,80 sq.m. area. The large vessel (the kantharos), was arranged 
tilted on one handle; in it were the small vessels. In front of it, the lids were arranged upright, back to back.
Late Bronze Age (Second half of 2nd millennium BC)
NAIM-BAS
Миков 1958; Venedikov 1987; Sherratt, Taylor 1989
KC

Cat. № 299
Kantharos

Gold, 22 ct
H – 22,4 cm; D (max.) – 30 cm; W – 4,395 kg
The kantharos has two handles, a wide mouth, slightly 
profiled lip, bulging body and low, profiled base. Strap 
handles, drawn from the lip and attached to the body of the 

vessel by three rivets and by silver solder. Handles are decorated 
with five equally well pronounced parallel ribs, decorated with 
oblique, parallel narrow notches. At the base of the handle the 
mid rib splits into two symmetrically raised arches, by which it 
merges with the outturned ends of the adjacent ribs.
Inv. № 3192
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Cat. № 300
Kyathos

Gold, 22 ct
H – 18,3 cm; D (rim) – 16,2 cm; 
W – 919 g
The kyathos has a high strap, 
vertical handle, slightly 
profiled lip and a narrow 
bottom. The handle is drawn 
from the lip and attached to 
the body by three rivets and 
by silver solder. Decoration 
is of five parallel pronounced 
ribs. The ribs are decorated 
with oblique notches, as the 
midrib terminates at both 
ends in short arcs, merging 
with the adjacent ribs.
Inv. № 3193

Cat. № 302
Kyathos

Gold, 22 ct
H – 8,9 cm; D (rim) – 8,9 cm; W – 132 g
Identical to kyathos with Inv. № 3194.
Inv. № 3195

Cat. № 301
Kyathos

Gold, 22 ct
H – 8,2 cm; D (rim) – 8,8 cm; W – 130 g
Wide mouth, rounded walls and low narrow profiled base. High strap handle, 
drawn out. The handle is drawn from the lip and attached to the body by three 
rivets. Decoration consists of three parallel horizontal ribs below the rim and 
three parallel ribs on the handle: one broad midrib with semi-circular section and 
two narrow lateral ribs. The midrib splits at the top into gentle arches, merging 
with the top horizontal rib along the rim. Oblique notches on the ribs. The base is 
profiled, with a single pronounced ledge.
Inv. № 3194

Cat. № 303
Kyathos

Gold, 22 ct
H – 8,9 cm; D (rim) – 8,8 cm; W – 123 g
Identical to kyathos with Inv. № 3194 and 3195.
Inv. № 3204
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Cat. № 306
Lid with bulbous knob

Gold, 22 ct
H – 11,5 cm; D – 21,6 cm; W – 588 g
The lid is made from one piece. Slightly convex shape.  
The handle is three-partite, decorated with pronounced  
ribs and incisions.
Inv. № 3198

Cat. № 307
Lid with bulbous knob

Gold, 22 ct
H – 11,6 cm; D – 21,6 cm; W – 462 g
Identical to the lid with Inv. № 3198.  
The main part of the periphery is cutted off.
Inv. № 3199

Cat. № 304
Lid with bulbous knob

Gold, 22 ct
H – 12,6 cm; D – 36,8 cm; W – 1,850 kg
The lid consists of five components, soldered 
together. Only the exterior is decorated with 
a silver band with geometric ornaments, 
pronounced ribs and notches, distributed in four 
concentric registers. The handle is also decorated 
with a silver band with geometric ornaments.  
The tip of the handle is ornamented with a 
bi-conical stud upon which are found shallow 
oblique notches.
Inv. № 3196

Cat. № 305
Lid with bulbous knob

Gold, 22 ct
H – 12,6 cm; D – 37 cm; W – 1,755 kg
Identical to the lid with Inv. № 3196.
Inv. № 3197
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Cat. № 308
Lid

Gold, 22 ct
H – 3,1 cm; D – 21,6 cm; W – 369 g
Identical to the lids with Inv. № 3198 and 3199.  
The handle is cutted off.
Inv. №. 3200

Cat. № 309
Lid 

Gold, 22 ct
H – 4,8 cm; D – 21,6 cm; W – 300 g
Identical to the lids with Inv. № 3198, 3199 and 3200.  
Pieces of the knob and the periphery were cuted off.
Inv. № 3201

Cat. № 310
Lid

Gold, 20 ct
H – 3,1 cm; D – 21,6 cm; W – 207 g
Identical to the lids with Inv. № 3198, 
3199, 3200 and 3201. Decorated with 
pronounced ribs, edged by a row of 
dints. The knob, and major portion of 
the periphery, are cut.
Inv. № 3202

Cat. № 311
Tripartite vessel

Gold, 22 ct
H – 5,3 cm; L – 28,9 cm; W – 1,190 kg
Made from a gold sheet and electrum. 
Consists of three identical elongated 
containers, pointed and upturned at 
one end, the opposite endis rounded. 
The containers are joined through 
crescent-shaped tubesof electrum. 
Other bent tubes extend from the 
rounded ends of the containers: the 
two outer tubes merge into the larger 
middle tube.
Inv. № 3203
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Cat. № 313
Lid

Electrum
D – 33 cm
Vicinity of Cherven Bryag, 
Pleven region, stray find
Late Bronze Age (Middle – second 
half of the 2nd millennium BC)
It is of a slightly conical shape, 
the periphery is turned down-
wards. There is a handle of 
slightly elongated bulb in the 
central part.
NHM, Inv. № 38049
Unpublished
MH

Cat. № 314
Axe – Kalugerovo Type

Bronze
L – 15,5 cm; W – 10 cm; W – 454 g
Ada Tepe by Krumovgrad, Kardzhali region
Late Bronze Age (Second half of the 2nd millennium BC)
Double-axe head, one corner of the bit slightly upturned.
NAIM-BAS
Inv. № 4861
Haag et al. 2017, 189, № 285
ST

Cat. № 315
Local-type spearhead 
with cast socket

Bronze
L – 10,3 cm;
W – 2,4 cm;
W – 40 g
Ada Tepe by Krumovgrad, 
Kardzhali region
Late Bronze Age
(Second half of the
2nd millennium BC)
Blade is elongated; socket 
is conical. Traces of 
hammering.
NAIM-BAS
Inv. № 5262
Лещаков 2015, 211, 352, 
36: 1
ST

Cat. № 312
Lid

Electrum
D – 30,5 cm
Vicinity of Cherven Bryag, 
Pleven region, stray find
Late Bronze Age (Middle –  
second half of the 2nd millennium 
BC)
It is of a slightly conical shape, 
the periphery is turned down-
wards. There is a handle of 
slightly elongated bulb in the 
central part.
NHM, Inv. № 38050
Unpublished
MH

Finds from the Late Bronze Age goldmine at Ada Tepe
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Cat. № 316
Jug

Pottery
H – 10,7 cm; D (max.) – 12,7 cm
Ada Tepe by Krumovgrad, Kardzhali region
Late Bronze Age (Second half of the 2nd millennium BC)
Handmade of clay with smallinclusions and mica. The vessel 
is with oblique rim, conical neck, spherical body, flat base. 
The surface is smoothed, grey-black, with brown spots. 
Decorated with Furchenstich ornament with incrustation, 
consisting of three oval medallions.
RMH Kardzhali, Inv. № 13316
Попов 2011b, 136, Обр. 2
YD

Cat. № 317
Vessel

Pottery
H – 7,6 cm; 
D (max.) – 6,4 cm
Ada Tepe by Krumovgrad, Kardzhali region
Late Bronze Age (Second half of the 2nd millennium BC)
Handmade of clay with small quartz and mica inclusions. The 
vessel is with oblique, profiled rim, transitioning into a bi-conical 
body, which at the maximum diameter is formed like a disk. The 
bottom is hollow, conical foot. The handle isvertical, high, raised 
above the rim and with triangular section. Even, grey-brown 
surface, with brown and black spots. Decoration consists of a 
single band of small Kerbschnitt triangles at the base of the ‘disc’.
RMH Kardzhali, Inv. № 13317
Haag et al. 2017, 177, № 116
YD

Cat. № 318
Kantharos

Pottery
H – 7,5 cm;
D (max.) – 7,5 cm
Ada Tepe by Krumovgrad, Kardzhali region
Late Bronze Age (Second half of the 2nd millennium BC)
Handmade of clay with small quartz and mica inclusions. 
The vessel is with slightly outturned rim, cylindrical neck 
and spherical body, flat base, vertical handles with triangular 
section, raised high above the rim. Smoothed, dark-grey 
and brown surface. Decoration occupies the entire surface 
and consists of Furchenstich ornaments, arranged in two 
symmetrical trapezoidal panels on the opposite sides.
RMH Kardzhali, Inv. № 13318
Haag et al. 2017, 177, № 117
YD

Cat. № 319
Amphora

Pottery
H – 22,2 cm; D (max.) – 17,1 cm
Ada Tepe by Krumovgrad, Kardzhali region
Late Bronze Age (Second half of the 
 2nd millennium BC)
Handmade of clay with small quartz 
and mica inclusions. The vessel is with 
thickenedmouth rim, conical neck, ovoid 
body, flat base and two vertical handles at the 
maximum diameter. The surfaceis smoothed 
withbrown to dark browncolour with grey-
black spots. The body is decorated with 
Furchenstich and Kerbschnitt ornaments 
arranged in symmetrical vertical bands. 
Traces of white pasteincrustation. 
RMH Kardzhali, Inv. № 13319
Попов, Ников 2014, 121, Обр. 3
YD
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Cat. № 320
Jug

Pottery
H – 26,2 cm; D (max.) – 23 cm
Ada Tepe by Krumovgrad, Kardzhali region
Late Bronze Age (Second half of the 2nd millennium BC)
Handmade of clay with medium and large quartz and mica 
inclusions. The vessel is with oblique, outturned rim, conical 
neck, semi-spherical upper body and conical lower body,flat 
base and one vertical handle, triangular in section. The 
surface is smoothed, light brown incolour, with grey-black 
spots. The decoration consists of vertical notches on the lip 
and three vertical rows of conical knobs on the body.
RMH Kardzhali, Inv. № 13320
Haag et al. 2017, 177, № 119
YD

Cat. № 321
Spindle whorl

Ceramics
H – 3,4 cm; D (max.) –3,5 cm; W – 26,4 g
Ada Tepe by Krumovgrad,  
Kardzhali region
Late Bronze Age (Second half of the 2nd 
millennium BC)
Formed as truncated conus with slightly 
concave walls. Made of clay with small quartz 
and mica inclusions, with smooth surface, 

light brown in colour, with some grey spots. 
The decoration is of triangular Furchenstich 
ornaments;on the narrow base – aband of 
fine pinholes; on the wide base – circles, 
made of Furchenstich, Kerbschnitt triangles 
and fine pinholes.
RMH Kardzhali, Inv. № 13321
Haag et al. 2017, 178, № 120
YD

Cat. № 323
Spindle whorl

Ceramics
H – 2,5 сm; D (max.) – 3,5 сm; W – 24,8 g
Ada Tepe by Krumovgrad, Kardzhali region
Late Bronze Age (Second half of the 2nd millennium BC)
Bi-conicalin form; made of clay with small and large quartz 
and mica inclusions, with burnished, dark brown to grey-
black surface. 
RMH Kardzhali, Inv. № 13323
Haag et al. 2017, 178, № 122
YD

Cat. № 324
Knife

Bronze
L – 8,1 cm; W (max) – 1,1 cm; W – 8,6 g
Ada Tepe by Krumovgrad, Kardzhali region
Late Bronze Age (Second half of the 2nd millennium BC)
One-sided knife with triangular section of the blade. The 
blade is decorated with shallow grooves along its length.
RMH Kardzhali, Inv. № 13324
Haag et al. 2017, 178, № 123
YD

Cat. № 322
Spindle whorl

Ceramics
H – 2,9 сm; D (max.) – 4 сm; W – 44,3 g
Ada Tepe by Krumovgrad,  Kardzhali region
Late Bronze Age (Second half of the 2nd millennium BC)
In the form of flattened sphere, made of clay with fine quartz and mica inclusions. The surface 
is smoothed, dark grey to brown in colour. The decoration consists of seven radiating triangles 
in Furchenstich technique; two more triangles on the maximum diameter. 
RMH Kardzhali, Inv. № 13322
Haag et al. 2017, 178, № 121
YD
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Cat. № 325
Bead

Gold
L – 0,8 cm; D (max.) – 0,65 cm; W – 2.4 g
Ada Tepe by Krumovgrad, Kardzhali region
Late Bronze Age (Second half of the 2nd millennium BC)
Gold bead, bi-conical in form.
RMH Kardzhali, Inv. № 13325
Popov et al. 2015, 55, Abb. 16
YD

Cat. № 326
Smelt

Gold
D – 0,4 by 0,3 cm; W – 0,6 g
Ada Tepe by Krumovgrad, Kardzhali region
Late Bronze Age (Second half of the 2nd millennium BC)
Gold smelt, spherical in form.
RMH Kardzhali, Inv. № 13326
Tcherkezova et al. 2014, 211, Abb. 2: e
YD

Cat. № 327
Mould for casting of Beguntsi type double 
axe

Yellow-brown sandstone
L – 12,4 cm; W – 6,2 х 8 cm; W – 522 g
Ada Tepe by Krumovgrad, Kardzhali region
Late Bronze Age (Second half of the
2nd millennium BC)
Fragment of a double-sided mould. Part of one of 
the halves is preserved, with the beds for the bit and 
the ribbed shaft. The piece is trapezoidal, with oval 
section. A line is carved on the short exterior trans-
verse wall as a ‘fitting mark’.
RMH Kardzhali, Inv. № 13327
Popov et al. 2015, 58, Abb. 19: 1
YD

Cat. № 328
Mould

Stone
L – 9,1 cm; W – 5,4 cm; W – 334,4 g
Ada Tepe by Krumovgrad, 
Kardzhali region
Late Bronze Age (Second half of 

the 2nd millennium BC)
Rectangular, with rounded 
rectangular cross section.  
Three longitudinal channels  
are carved in the work surface.
RMH Kardzhali, Inv. № 13328
Haag et al. 2017, 178, № 127
YD

Cat. № 329
Flake with den-
ticulated retouche

Flint
L – 4,2 cm;
W – 2,5 cm;
T – 1 cm
Ada Tepe by Kru-
movgrad, Kardzhali 
region
Late Bronze Age 
(Second half of the 
2nd millennium BC)
Flake with bifacial 
denticulated retou-
cheand a polish on 
the right edge.
RMH Kardzhali, Inv. 
№ 13329
Haag et al. 2017, 178, 
№ 128
ST
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Cat. № 330
Blade with denticulated 
retouche

Flint
L – 4,7 cm; W – 2,1 cm; 
T – 0,7 cm
Ada Tepe by Krumovgrad, 
Kardzhali region
Late Bronze Age (Second half of 
the 2nd millennium BC)
Blade with bifacial denticulated 
retoucheand a polish on the 
right edge, semi-abruptretou-
cheof the left edge.
RMH Kardzhali, Inv. № 13330
Haag et al. 2017, 178, № 129
ST

Cat. № 331
Blade with denticulated 
retouche

Flint
L – 5,5 cm; W – 2 cm; T – 0,8 cm
Ada Tepe by Krumovgrad, 
Kardzhali region
Late Bronze Age (Second half  
of the 2nd millennium BC)
Blade with bifacial denticulated 
retouche (semi-abrupt on the 
dorsal side and obverse/backing 
retouche on the ventral surface) 
and polish on the left edge.
RMH Kardzhali, Inv. № 13331
Haag et al. 2017, 178, № 130
ST

Cat. № 332
Blade with denticulated retouche

Flint
L – 8 cm; W – 1,8 cm; T – 0,8 cm
Ada Tepe by Krumovgrad, Kardzhali region
Late Bronze Age (Second half of the 2nd millennium BC)
Blade with bifacial denticulated retoucheand a polish on the right edge.
RMH Kardzhali, Inv. № 13332
Haag et al. 2017, 178, № 131
ST

Cat. № 333
Adze

Stone
L – 4,9 cm; W – 4,3 cm; W – 60,2 g
Ada Tepe by Krumovgrad, Kardzhali region
Late Bronze Age (Second half of the 2nd  
millennium BC)
Trapezoidal in shape; asymmetrical  
longitudinal profile, trapezoidal transverse  
section. Polished, black-grey surface.  
The butt is broken off.
RMH Kardzhali , Inv. №13333
Haag et al. 2017, 178, № 133
YD

Cat. № 334
Adze

Stone
L – 7,6 cm; 
W – 4,3 cm;
W – 66,7 g
Ada Tepe
by Krumovgrad, 
Kardzhali region
Late Bronze Age 
(Second half of the 
2nd millennium BC)
Trapezoidal in shape; 
asymmetrical longi-
tudinal profile; trap-
ezoidal transverse 
section. Smoothed 
surface, light grey-
beige; chiped butt.
RMH Kardzhali, Inv. 
№ 13334
Попов 2011a, 35
YD
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Cat. № 335
Adze

Stone
L – 7 cm; W – 4,8 cm; W – 128,6 g
Ada Tepe by Krumovgrad, Kardzhali region
Late Bronze Age (Second half of the 2nd millennium BC)
Trapezoidal in shape; asymmetrical longitudinal profile, 
trapezoidal transverse section. Light grey surface color, 
chips and damages, mostly of the butt and the bit.
RMH Kardzhali, Inv. № 13335
Haag et al. 2017, 178, № 134
YD

Cat. № 336
Whetstone

Stone
L – 5,5 cm; W – 1,1 cm;
W – 10,7 g
Ada Tepe by Krumovgrad,  
Kardzhali region
Late Bronze Age (Second 
half of the 2nd millennium 
BC)
Rectangular in form; rect-
angular long and quadran-
gular transverse section. 
Ground surface, grey-beige 
in color. A hole for suspen-
sion is pierced in the proxi-
mal, tapered end. Above the 
hole – are visible traces of a 
former suspension hole.
RMH Kardzhali, Inv. № 
13336
Haag et al. 2017, 179, № 135
YD

Cat. № 337
Pestle

Quartz
L – 13,7 cm; W – 10,4 cm; W – 1,614 kg
Ada Tepe by Krumovgrad, Kardzhali region
Late Bronze Age (Second half of the 2nd millennium BC)
Oval in shape; traces of thermal exposure and obvious 
abrasion upon both working surfaces. 
RMH Kardzhali, Inv. № 13337
Haag et al. 2017, 179, № 136
YD

Cat. № 338
Pestle

Quartz
L – 9,4 cm; W – 8,5 cm; W – 587 g
Ada Tepe by Krumovgrad, Kardzhali region
Late Bronze Age (Second half of the 2nd millennium BC)
Oval in shape; traces of abrasion along the entire periphery.
RMH Kardzhali, Inv. № 13338
Haag et al. 2017, 179, № 137
YD

Cat. № 339
Pestle

Quartz
L – 8,8 cm; W – 8,2 cm; W – 728 g
Ada Tepe by Krumovgrad, Kardzhali region
Late Bronze Age (Second half of the 2nd millennium BC)
Oval in shape; four working platforms with traces of 
significant abrasion.
RMH Kardzhali, Inv. № 13339
Haag et al. 2017, 179, № 138
YD
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Cat. № 340
Whetstone

Stone
L – 4,7 cm; W – 0,9 cm
Ada Tepe by Krumovgrad, 
Kardzhali region
Late Bronze Age (Second 
half of the 2nd millennium 
BC)
Rectangular in form; 
rectangular long and 
transverse sections. Ground 
surface, grey-green in color. 
A hole for suspension is 
pierced in the proximal end
RMH Kardzhali
Unpublished
YD

Cat. № 341
Knife

Bronze
L – 5,1 cm; W (max) – 0,7 cm
Ada Tepe by Krumovgrad, Kardzhali region
Late Bronze Age (Second half of the 2nd millennium BC)
One-sided knife with triangular section of the blade.  
The blade and part of the handle are preserved. 
RMH Kardzhali
Unpublished
YD

Cat. № 342
Implement

Bronze
L – 9,1 cm; W (max) – 0,5 cm
Ada Tepe by Krumovgrad,  Kardzhali region
Late Bronze Age (Second half of the 2nd millennium BC)
Implement with rectangular cross-section. One of the tips is pointed and the other 
is flattened. 
RMH Kardzhali
Unpublished
YD

Cat. № 343
Sword pommel

Marble
H – 2 cm; D – 4 cm
Ada Tepe by Krumovgrad, Kardzhali 
region
Late Bronze Age
Convex circle with a tang for 
attachment.
RMH Kardzhali, Inv. № 13315
Unpublished
ST

Cat. № 344
Rapier of Early Mycenaean type

Bronze
L – 88,2 cm; W – 6,2 cm; W – 735 g
Provenance unknown
Late Bronze Age

Elongated triangular blade and a grip which has nearly the 
shape of a trapezium with two drilled rivet holes. Two thin 
lines are incised on both sides of the central edge.
NMH Sofia, Inv. No 52530
Христова, Христов 2009
MH
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Cat. № 345
Rapier of Pre-Mycenaean type

Bronze
L – 67,50 cm; W (max) – 3,4 cm
Village of Yonkovo, Isperih Municipality, Razgrad region
Middle to Late Bronze Age

Casted and hammered. The blade is with a midrib; four rivet 
holes are preserved at the proximal end of the blade. 
RMH Razgrad, Inv. № 1081
Panayotov 1980, 177, Fig. 2: 1
YD

Cat. № 346
Rapier of Early Mycenaean type

Bronze
L – 61 cm; W (max) – 4,9 cm
Village of  Drama, Yambol region
Late Bronze Age (16th – 14th century BC)

Blade very well preserved. Midrib with lozenge cross-section. 
Decorated with narrow paralel incised lines. Handgrip 
missing. One rivethole preserved. Covered with patina.
MH Nova Zagora, Inv. № 6105
Kănchev, Kăncheva 1993
LL

Cat. № 347
Rapier of Early Mycenaean type

Bronze
L (preserved) – 71 cm; W (max) – 4,5 cm
Tumulus necropolis (tumulus № 1) in the Lilovo locality, 
Municipality Devin, Smolyan region
Late Bronze Age (1st phase)

The rapier is cast and polished. The tang is flanged – likely 
secondary modification. Along the length of the blade there 
is a midrib flanked by two pairs of parallel lines.
RMH Smolyan, Inv. № А-01821
Бориславов, Иванова 2007, 87-91
DND
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Cat. № 349
Sword

Bronze
L – 18,7 cm; W (blade) – 5,2 cm
North-East Bulgaria, unknown location
15th–14th century BC
Part of a sword, probably of East Aegean 

type, broken at its proximal and distal ends.  
Тhree rivet-holes preserved; elongated 
triangular form of the blade with mid-rib; 
four small, sharply edged ribs running along 
the entire length of the blade.
RMA Varna, Inv. № I-3762
Athanassov et al. 2009
VS

Cat. № 348
Pommel

Bronze
D – 2,7 cm; H – 4 cm;
W – 3,65 g
Tumulus necropolis 
(tumulus № 1) in the Lilovo 
locality, Municipality 
Devin, Smolyan region
Late Bronze Age (1st phase)
Convex circle with a tang 
for attachment.
RHM Smolyan, 
Inv. № А-01692
Бориславов, Иванова 
2007, 87-91
DND

Cat. № 350
Local-type rapier with horned handguard

Bronze
L – 76 cm; W (max) – 3 cm
Perushtitsa, stray find

Late Bronze Age
The blade is narrow, with diamond section and pronounced 
midrib. Horned projections functioning as handguard.
RMA Plovdiv, Inv. №1191
Panayotov 1980, 176, fig. 1:4
YD, RM

Cat. № 351
Local-type rapier with horned handguard

Bronze
L – 57 cm; W (max) – 1 cm; W – 226 g
Village of Doktor Yosifovo, Montana region

Late Bronze Age (Second half of the 2nd millennium BC)
Narrow blade, diamond section and high midrib. Horned 
projections functioning as handguard.
NAIM-BAS, Inv. № 3960
Panayotov 1980, 176, Fig. 1: 5
ST
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Cat. № 354
Mycenaean-type rapier with horned handguard

Bronze
L– 86,2 cm; W (max) – 3,1 cm
Village of Galatin, Vratsa region, stray find

15th – 14th century BC
Casted and hammered. Midrib at the blade. Horned projections 
functioning as handguard. The middle part is twisted.
RHM Vratsa, Inv. № А 954
Черных 1978, 240, Табл. 65/6; Panayotov 1980, 179, Fig. 1/2
TH

Cat. № 352
Local-type rapier with horned handguard

Bronze
L – 78 cm; W (max) – 2,6 cm; W – 500 g
Village of Levski (Kalaglare, Dolno Levski), Pazardzhik region

Late Bronze Age (Second half of the 2nd millennium BC)
Blade has diamond section; tang has rectangular section and 
six rivet-holes. Horned projections functioning as handguard.
NAIM-BAS, Inv. № 616
Panayotov 1980, 176, Fig. 1: 3
ST

Cat. № 353
Mycenaean-type rapier with horned handguard

Bronze
L – 52,5 cm; W (max) – 9,7 cm
Village of Gorski Izvor, Haskovo region
Late Bronze Age
Along the blade there is a pronounced midrib starting under/

at the handgrip; the blade point is not preserved; both edges 
of the blade are jagged. Horned projections functioning as 
handguard. The grip-tongue is fanged and terminates in a 
short tongue for attaching the pommel. On the tang there are 
several rivet holes.
RMH Haskovo, Inv. № А-2217
Аладжов 1997, 59-60, Обр. 25; Петров 2007, 33
SI
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Cat. № 355
Sword pommel

Marble
H – 2,4 cm; W – 4,7 cm
Village of Dolno Cherkovishte, Stambolovo Municipality, Haskovo region
Late Bronze Age
Irregular oval shape with a cylindrical blind hole at the bottom. Two smaller 
rivet holes for attaching the pommel to the metal part of the weapon.
RMH Haskovo,
Inv. № А-5053
Нехризов 2008a, 132, Обр. 2:3
SI

Cat. № 356
Cutting sword

Bronze
L – 63,6 cm; W (max) – 3,6 cm
Village of  Hirevo, Sevlievo region, stray find
Late Bronze Age

Blade and tang cast in a single mould. Solid, elongated 
willow-leaf shaped blade; two rivets left for attaching the 
tang; the tang is missing. Decoration – 2 groups of 3 incised 
lines running from the tang to the edge.
MH Sevlievo, Inv. № 1879
Unpublished
SA

Cat. № 357
Cutting sword of Central European type (type 
Nenzingen)
Bronze
L – 63,50 cm; W (max) – 3,4 cm; W – 725 g
Baykal, Municipality Oryahovo, stray find

Late Bronze Age (Second half of the 2nd millennium BC)
Long trapezoidal blade; four rivet holes for the attachment of 
the hilt to a grip.
NAIM-BAS, Inv. № 20
Черных 1978, 238-239, Табл. 64: 4; Panayotov 1980, 182,  
Fig. 4: 1
ST

Cat. № 358
Cutting sword of Central European type (type 
Nenzingen)

Bronze
L – 70 cm; W (max) – 3,6 cm
Oryahovo, stray find

Late Bronze Age
Long trapezoidal blade; four rivet holes for the attachment of 
the hilt to a handgrip. Tip is missing.
NAIM-BAS, Inv. № 3020
Panayotov 1980, 181, Fig. 3: 2
ST
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Cat. № 359
Cutting sword

Bronze
L – 58,5 cm; W (max) – 5 cm; W – 285 g
Provenance unknown
Late Bronze to Early Iron Age

An elongated leaf-shaped blade rhomboid widened at the 
section of the grip and then narrowed again. There are four 
rivet holes on it.
NMH Sofia, Inv. № 32913
Konova 2004, Kat. № 142
MH

Cat. № 360
Cutting sword

Bronze
L – 85,5 cm; W (max) – 2,5 cm
Village of Pavelsko, Chepelare Municipality, Smolyan region

Late Bronze Age
Long trapezoidal blade with profiled middle; 5 rivet-holes for 
fastening the hilt.
RMA Plovdiv, Inv. № 272
Panayotov 1980, 181, Fig. 3:1
YD, RM

Cat. № 361
Single-edged cutting sword

Bronze
L – 44,5 cm; W (max) – 6,4 cm
Village of Cherkovna, Varna region
Late Bronze Age
Mushroom-like hilt terminating in a flattened disc. The hilt 
gradually, without a defined fender, becomes a solid thick rib, 
in which a leaf-shaped blade is inserted – thus resulting in

asingle-edged cutting weapon. The tip is rounded. Upon the 
hilt shallow incised grooves trace hatched triangles. The rib 
closer to the hilt also features two rows of hatched triangles 
with joined at the middle of the rib points. During casting, 
in both faces of the blade proximal to the hilt were formed 
three parallel delicate ribs, converging to a point just below 
the base of the hilt.
RMA Varna, Inv. № І.828
Chernikh 1978; Черных, 1978, 235, Табл. 63: 16; 237
VS

Cat. № 362
Cutting sword of Central European type  
(type Nenzingen)

Bronze
L – 69,8 cm; W (max) – 3,6 cm; W – 856 g
Village of Smirov dol, Pernik region
Late Bronze Age

Cast; elongated willow-leaf shaped blade with lens-
shapedcross-section; flanged tang withtwo fishtails/ears at 
the end. Eight rivets for attaching the tang-plates. Two pairs 
of two incised lines running from the tang to the edge.
RMH Pernik, Inv. № АI 151
Čohadžiev 1981
SA
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Cat. № 363
Cutting sword

Bronze
L – 65,5 cm; W (max) – 3,8 cm
Village of Pchela, Elhovo region, stray find
Late Bronze to Early Iron Age

Elongated willow-leaf shaped blade with lens-shaped cross-
section; flanged tang withtwo fishtails/ears at the end. Four 
rivets for attaching the tang-plates. Two pairs of two incised 
lines running from the tang to the edge.
MEA Elhovo, Inv. № A-56
Unpublished
DA

Cat. № 364
Shaft-hole axe

Basalt
L – 12,6 cm; W (max) – 4,8 cm; W – 357,30 g
Gabrovo, Goranova mogila locality, stray find
Early Bronze Age (3rd millennium BC)
Elongated ovoid form with oval base and concave cutting 
part; thickened on both sides of the shaft-hole. Decoration 
with fine parallel or zig-zag incised lines on both upper and 
lower parts and around the thickening at the shaft-hole.
RMH Gabrovo, Inv. № 5A
Койчева-Мечева1979, Табл. ІХ/2
SA

Cat. № 365
Scepter

Stone
L – 15,3 cm; W – 532 g
Lyulin, Burgas region 
Late Bronze Age
Shaft-hole stone scepter, tapering bit, semi-globular butt, 
horizontally drilled hole, two cylindrical protuberances on 
both sides of the hole. “Flutes” run from the protuberances 
to the bit.
NAIM-BAS, Inv. № 3500
Александров, Гладичева 1993:48, 50, Табл. XI: 4
ST

Cat. № 366
Scepter

Stone
L – 18 cm
Village of Glavan,  
Radnevo region 
Late Bronze Age
Shaft-hole stone scepter, 
made of well-polished 
stone. The tip is crescent-
shaped, the butt is spherical, 
decorated with s-shaped 
channels.
NAIM-BAS, Inv. № 8430 а
Василева 2008
LL

Catalogue



521

Cat. № 367
Oxhide Ingot

Copper
L – 46 cm; W – 26 cm; W – 25,9 kg
Provenance unknown
Late Bronze Age (ca.1300 BC)
A pillow-shaped oxhide ingot. There is a sign on the bottom 
left corner similar to the signs found on the ingots in the 
shipwrecked vessel near Uluburun (Turkey) dated to ca. 1300 
BC.
RHM Ruse, Inv. № IV 4291
Doncheva 2012, Fig. 15: a-c
DYD

Cat. № 368
Oxhide Ingot

Copper
L – 58 cm; W – 34 cm; W – 26 kg
Village of Cherkovo, Cheshmichkata locality, Burgas region
Late Bronze Age
Rectangular shape with concave sides. Small chips off the 
corners. Poriferous surface, covered in thick green patina. 
Upon one side are incised a “+” and a “<” signs. The first is 
applied prior to the metal cooling, the second – perhaps of 
natural origin.
RHM Burgas, Inv. № 2874
Карайотов 1978
МК

Cat. № 369
Oxhide ingot

Copper
L (max.) – 72 cm; W (max.) – 34 cm; W – 26,2 kg
Village of Chernozem, Elhovo region
Late Bronze Age (14th–13th c. BC.)
Oxhide ingot, four prominent tongue-shaped 
extensions, folded sides. The upper side is very 
rugged, uneven, with shrinkholes, severely creased. 
In most creases sticks a matt grey, non-metal 
substance, probably from the casting.The surface 
was left untreated after casting, with one exception– 
a smoothed patch on the ‘top’ surface, in which with 
a broad-tip chisel was cut a ‘double-T’mark.
MEA Elhovo, Inv. № А – 458
Lichardus et al. 2002, 135, Abb 17-18
HH

Cat. № 370
Ingot

Copper
L – 69 cm; W (max.) – 41 cm; T – 1,5-5,1 cm; 
W – 24,7 kg
Village of Kamenovo, Kubrat Municipality, 
Razgrad region
Late Bronze Age
Oxhide ingot. The extremities are thicker 
than the middle, wider section.
RMA Varna, Inv. № І.3772
Русев и др. 2006
VS
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Cat. № 372
Torque/ingot

Bronze
D – 13,8 cm; W (max) – 1,6 cm
Lovech region
Middle of 2nd millennium BC
Incomplete circle. Made from a thick wire with round section, 
towards the terminals tapers gradually. At both terminals the wire 
is flattened, folded at 90 degrees to form ‘eyes’.
RHM Lovech,
Inv. № 257
Unpublished
MV

Cat. № 371
Ingot

Copper
L – 68,5 cm; W (max.) – 39 cm; T – 2,4-4,5 cm;
W – 27,2 kg
Village of Kamenovo, Kubrat Municipality, 
Razgrad region
Late Bronze Age
Oxhide ingot. The extremities are thicker than 
the middle, wider section
RMA Varna, Inv. № І.3773
Русев и др. 2006
VS

Semerdzhievo Hoard: Discovered by Yordan Georgiev, village resident, while digging for building foundations

The hoard consists of two bronze axes (celts) and three copper ingots. 
Semerdzhievo, Ruse region
Late Bronze Age (14th c. BC)
NAIM-BAS
Попов 1936, 27-37
ST

Cat. № 373
Ingot

Copper
L– 16 cm; W – 14,3 cm; T – 3,3 cm
The ingot is oval in form.
Inv. № 2852-а

Cat. № 374
Ingot

Copper
L– 15,2 cm; W – 14,2 cm; T – 3,1 cm
The ingot is rectangular in form.
Inv. № 2852-б
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Cat. № 375
Ingot

Copper
L – 14,7 cm; W – 10 cm; T – 2,4 cm
The ingot is oval in form.
Inv. № 2852-в

Cat. № 376
Double axe of 
Mycenaean type

Bronze
L – 19 cm; 
W (max.) – 7,2 cm
Double-axe; the shafthole 
is indistinguishable from 
the body.
Inv. № 2851

Cat. № 377
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L– 14,8 cm; W (socket hole) – 5,1 cm
Crescent-shaped front side with half-drilled 
hole.
Inv. № 2850

Cat. № 378
Combined mould for casting a socketed axe and a chisel.

Stone
L – 9 cm
North of the village of Sokol, Nova Zagora region
End of the Late Bronze Age – Beginning of the Early Iron Age (11th – 
10th c. BC)
Trivalve casting mould for a medium sized socketed axe and a socketed 
chisel.
MH Nova Zagora, Inv. № 1234
Койчев 1950, Обр. 142; Черных 1978, Табл. 60, 8; Wanzek 1989, T. 
46, 3, a-b
LL

Moulds from Sokol
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Cat. № 382
Combined mould for casting three bronze awls  
and an unidentified item

Stone
L – 9 cm
North of the village of Sokol, Nova Zagora region
End of the Late Bronze Age – Beginning of the Early Iron Age 
(11th – 10th c. BC)
Fragment of a casting mould for three bronze awls and for an 
unidentified item.
MH Nova Zagora, Inv. № 1240
Койчев 1950, Обр. 147
LL

Cat. № 379
Мould for casting a 
bronze spearhead

Stone
L – 22,3 cm
North of the village of 
Sokol, Nova Zagora 
region
End of the Late Bronze 
Age – Beginning of the 
Early Iron Age (11th – 
10th c. BC)
Bivalve casting mould 
for a big bronze 
spearhead. Long 
leafshaped blade. Midrib 
with oval cross-section. 
Long socket.
MH Nova Zagora, Inv. 
№ 1237
Койчев 1950, Обр. 146; 
Черных 1978, Табл. 60, 
5; Лещаков  2015, Т. 
54, 4
LL

Cat. № 381
Мould for casting a bronze spearhead
Stone
L – 18 cm
North of the village of Sokol,  
Nova Zagora region
End of the Late Bronze Age – Beginning  
of the Early Iron Age (11th – 10th c. BC)
Bivalve casting mould for a medium sized 
bronze spearhead. Leafshaped blade. Midrib 
with oval cross-section. Long socket.
MH Nova Zagora, Inv. № 1238
Койчев 1950, Обр. 145 A; Черных 1978, 
Табл. 60, 6; Лещаков 2015, Т. 2, 6
LL

Cat. № 380
Мould for casting a 
bronze javelin head

Stone
L – 12 cm
North of the village of 
Sokol, Nova Zagora 
region
End of the Late Bronze 
Age – Beginning of the 
Early Iron Age (11th – 
10th c. BC)
Bivalve casting mould 
for a medium sized 
bronze spearhead. 
Leafshaped blade. 
Midrib with oval cross-
section. Long socket.
MH Nova Zagora, Inv. 
№ 1239
Койчев 1950, Обр. 145 
Б; Черных 1978, Табл. 
60, 8; Лещаков 2015, 
Т. 33, 4
LL
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Collective find of 15 moulds from the village of Mogilitsa, Smolyan region

13th – 12th c. BC
RHM Smolyan
Damyanov 2007
DND

Cat. № 383
Mould

Stone – biotite-amphibole gneiss shale
L (preserved) – 21,5 cm; W – 4-6 cm; T – 2,5 cm; W – 517 g
Mould with smooth flat underside, trapezoidal shape, and 
two parallel beds: for a drill and a hilt (probably). Part of a 
composite multi-piece mould.
Inv. № А-01414

Cat. № 384
Mould

Stone – biotite-amphibole gneiss shale
L (preserved) – 13,8 cm; W (preserved) – 5,5 cm; T – 2,4 cm; 
W – 315 g
Part of a composite multi-piece mould. Trapezoidal, with 
smooth flat underside. Cast: an adze-chisel, with two 
projections for fixing a haft/grip.
Inv. № А-01415

Cat. № 385
Mould

Stone – biotite-amphibole gneiss shale
L – 10,5 cm; W – 3,4-5,2 cm; T (max.) – 1,8 cm; W –128 g
Part of a two-piece mould. Trapezoidal shape, smooth flat 
underside. Cast: adze-chisel with two horns for fixing a haft/
grip.
Inv. № А-01416

Cat. № 386
Mould

Stone – biotite-amphibole gneiss shale
L –11 cm; W – 3,2-4,7 cm; T –1,2-1,6 cm; W – 128 g
Part of a two-piece mould. Trapezoidal shape, smooth flat 
underside. Cast: two items
Inv. № А-01417

Cat. № 387
Mould

Stone – biotite-amphibole 
gneiss shale
L – 11 cm; W – 2,8-3,4 cm; 
T – 1,8-2,2 cm; W – 103 g
Double-sided piece from 
a composite mould. 
Trapezoidal shape. Casts: 
two items.
Inv. № А-01418
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Cat. № 388
Mould

Stone – biotite-amphibole gneiss shale
L – 10,1 cm; W – 5,5-6,2 cm; T – 2,2 cm; W – 223 g
Part of a two-piece mould. Trapezoidal shape. Casts: two 
curved knives.
Inv. № А-01419

Cat. № 389
Mould

Stone – biotite-amphibole gneiss shale
L (preserved) – 6,2 cm; W (min.) – 5,5 cm; T – 1,6 cm; W – 80 g
Part of a two-piece mould. Trapezoidal shape. Casts: two 
curved knives.
Inv. № А-01420

Cat. № 390
Mould

Stone – biotite-amphibole gneiss shale
L – 5,4 cm; W – 1,8-2,1 cm; T – 1,3-1,5 cm; W – 28,55 g
One half of a mould piece, from a multi-piece composite 
mould. Parallelepiped shape. Cast: one half of a buckle.
Inv. № А-01421

Cat. № 391
Mould

Stone – biotite-amphibole gneiss shale
L – 6,5 cm; W – 1,4; T – 2,2 cm; W – 30,9 g
One half of a mould piece, from a multi-piece composite 
mould. Cast: ornamental rivet with round head.
Inv. № А-01422

Cat. № 392
Mould

Stone – biotite-amphibole gneiss shale
L (preserved) – 5 cm; W – 2,3 cm; T – 2 cm; W – 47 g
One half of a mould piece, part of a multi-piece composite 
mould. Casts: a pair of rivets with round heads or a single 
‘figure-eight’ decorative plate.
Inv. № А-01423

Cat. № 393
Mould

Stone – biotite-amphibole gneiss shale
L – 2,5 cm; W – 2 cm; T – 1,1-1,5 cm; W – 28,8 g
One half of a two-piece component, part of a multi-piece 
composite mould. Casts: conjoined round decorations or 
‘figure eight’ item; four round ornamental items (rivets); one 
half of a hoop.
Inv. № А-01424
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Cat. № 394
Mould-lid

Stone – biotite-amphibole gneiss shale
L – 6,5 cm; W (preserved) – 6,9 cm; 
W – 79,8 g
A tablet, trapezoidal section, rounded 
exterior with a broad shallow longitu-
dinal groove; flat interior.
Inv. № А-01834

Cat. № 395
Mould-lid

Stone – biotite-amphibole gneiss shale
L (preserved) – 4,3 cm; W (preserved) – 
5,7 cm; T – 1,5 cm; W – 63,5 g
A tablet with flat interior and rounded 
exterior; trapezoidal longitudinal sec-
tion.
Inv. № А-01835

Cat. № 396
Core for a composite mould

Stone – biotite-amphibole gneiss shale
L – 5,5 cm; W – 2,4-3 cm;
T – 1,1-1,5 cm; W – 30,9 g
One half of a core for casting an imple-
ment with a shafthole/socket.
Inv. № А-01836

Cat. № 397
Mould-lid

Stone – biotite-amphibole gneiss shale
L – 4,6 cm; W – 4,6 cm; T – 1,3 cm; W – 51,5 g
Tablet with flat interior and rounded exterior.
Inv. № А-01837

Cat. № 398
Casting mould 
for a large 
bronze spear-
head

Clay
L – 24,5 cm
Tell „Tsigans-
kata mogila“ at 
the outskirts of 
Nova Zagora, IInd 
building level.
Late Bronze Age
Clay casting 
mould for a 
bronze spear-
head. Long, 
dropshaped 
blade. Long 
conical socket. 
Midrib with oval 
cros-section.
MH Nova  
Zagora, Inv. № 
КВП 7248
Катинчаров 
1974, Обр. 7; 
Черных 1978, 
151, Рис. 82: 3; 
Leshtakov 2011, 
33, Fig. 3: 1
LL

Cat. № 399
Mould (two parts) for casting razors and adzes

Micaceous talc-schist
Both parts have equal measurements: L – 10,1 cm; 
W – 5,3 х 4,6 cm; T (max.) – 1,4 cm; W (the bipartite 
mould) – 163 g; W (the single mould) – 173,90 g
Village of Furen, Skoskoto locality, Vratsa region, stray find
Late Bronze Age
Trapezoidal form. On the inner side of both partsa razor in 
a leaf form is carved; the leaf is cut at the end resembling 
swallow’s tail. On the outer side of one of the moulds a flat, 
rectangular adze having apophysis for attaching a handle is 
carved.
RMH Vratsa, Inv. № А 4058
Николов 1974, 48 Обр. 9-10
TH
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Cat. № 401-402
Casting mould

Stone
L – 10,6 cm; W – 4,8 cm;  
T – 2,3 cm; L – 10,7 cm;
W – 4,9 cm; T – 2,5 cm
Village of Dojrentsi, Lovech 

region
Late Bronze Age
Two-piece composite mould 
for socketed (hollow) 
chisels.
RMH Lovech, Inv. № Б 39
Unpublished
MV

Cat. № 400
Casting mould for  
a bronze razor

Stone
L – 15,5 cm; W – 8,7 cm; 
H – 1,9 cm
Provenance unknown.
Late Bronze Age (13th -12th 
century BC)
Bivalve casting mould for 
a big bronze razor. Long 
heart-shaped blade. Mid-rib 
with lozenge cross-section. 
Grip missing.
RMH Nova Zagora, Inv. № 
1237
Дергачев 2011, 237
LL

Cat. № 403
Mould for casting 5 sickles

Stone
H – 23 cm; W – 27 cm
Village of Branitsa, Harmanli region 
Late Bronze Age
A parallelepiped shaped mould for 
casting sickles. One of the halves is 
hollowed out into five formally simi-
lar but different sized forms of sickles 
with a longitudinal rib. The surface of 
the mould is disturbed by later inter-
ventions. 
RMH Haskovo, Inv. № А-574
Аладжов 1997, 31, Обр. 9;
Петров 2007, 34
SI    

Cat. № 404-405
Casting mould for double axes

Stone
L – 22 cm; W – 8 cm
Breznik region 
Late Bronze Age (14th–13th c. BC)
Large stone mould for casting a dou-
ble axe of Beguntsi type. Two com-
ponents are preserved. Very finely 
worked surfaces – polished on all 
sides. The Beguntsi Type is distin-
guished by the relatively narrow bit 
and the presence of two solid metal 
rings, on top and the bottom ends of 
the shafthole.
NAIM-BAS, Inv. № 3959
Черных 1978, 206, T. 42: 3;
Panayotov 1980, 190
LL
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Cat. № 406
Mould for casting a T-shaped axe and chisels

Clay
H – 16,6 cm; W – 7,2 cm
Provenance unknown
Late Bronze Age
A parallelepiped shaped clay mould. One of the surfaces is 
hollowed out for casting T-shaped axes and the other two op-
posite surfaces – for casting chisels (or ingots). The surface is 
smoothed out, traces of thermal impact are visible.
RMH Haskovo, Inv. № А-4540
Петров 2007, 34
SI

Cat. № 407
Mould for casting a bronze tanged dagger

Stone
L – 15 cm; W – 5,6 cm
Village of Pchela, Elhovo region, stray find
Late Bronze Age
Fragment of bivalve casting mould for a bronze dagger. Leaf-
shaped blade. Narrow midrib with lozenge cross-section. 
Short tang with two small protrusions.
МЕА Elhovo, Inv. № A-337
Unpublished
LL, DA

Cat. № 408-409
Casting mould for a socketed axe

Stone
L – 14,2 cm; W – 7,6 cm
Village of  Zhelio Voivoda, Sliven region
Late Bronze Age (14th–12th c. BC)
Bivalve casting mould for a bronze socketed axe. Socket dec-
orated with two massive horizontal ribs with cross-section. 
Blade decorated with three fine vertical ribs.
RMH Sliven, Inv. № 101 А
Бацова-Костова 1971, 66, Обр 11:a; Черных 1978, 195, 
Табл. 36: 5; Сираков 2006, 86
LL

Cat. № 410-411
Casting mould for a socketed axe

Stone
L – 13,1 cm; W – 6,8 cm
Village of  Zhelio Voivoda, Sliven region
Late Bronze Age (14th–12th c. BC)
Bivalve casting mould for a bronze socketed axe. Socket dec-
orated with fine vertical ribs and volutes. One valve is dam-
aged.
RMH Sliven, Inv. № 102 А
Бацова-Костова, 1971, 66, Обр. 11:b; Сираков 2006, 87
LL
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Cat. № 412-413
Mould for casting bronze knives

Stone
L – 29,9 cm; W – 7,5 cm; L – 30 cm;
W – 8 cm
Provenance unknown
Late Bronze Age (13th–12th c. BC)
Mould for casting a bronze knife with 
straight edge and arched hilt. One of the 
mould’s halves is unfinished, presents evi-
dence of the chaîne opératoire. According 
to shapeof the tang, the knife belongs to the 
Griffplattenmesser group.
NAIM-BAS, Inv. № П272, П273
Черных 1978, Т. 63: 17
LL

Cat. № 415
Melting pot

Talc-schist
Devetaki Cave, Lovech region 
L – 16,2 см; W – 5,2 cm
Late Bronze Age
Round shape and massive long handle.
NAIM, Inv. № п275
Миков, Джамбазов 1960, 119, Обр. 89
ST

Cat. № 414
Melting pot

Stone
L – 11,8 cm; W – 7,7 cm
Kazanlak tell
Late Bronze Age
The pot is ladle-shaped and is a cylindrical small bowl with a 
short, conical, horizontal handle. In the base of the handle is 
made a hole. Very well smoothed surface.
MH „Iskra“ Kazanlak, Inv. № МИКА1 384
Unpublished
DGA

Ovcha Mogila hoard

Stray find, discovered in 1996, consists of 32 bronze axes (celts), a rapier, two spearheads, a razor-blade, a copper ingot. 
Found near the village of Ovcha Mogila, Svistov Municipality, Veliko Tarnovo region.
1420 – 1300 BC
RMH Veliko Tarnovo
Илчева 2000, 457-46; Krauß 2005, 199–210
NE

Cat. № 416
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 8,1 cm; W – 3,2 cm; T – 2,3 cm; W – 136 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape; six vertically arranged “rib” 
ornaments on each side.
Inv. № 2277
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Cat. № 417
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 10,5 cm; W – 3,8 cm; 
T – 2,8 cm; W – 161 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape 
and concave sides; two 
almond-shaped holes; deco-
rated with relief ‘omega’ motif 
with two dots on the side.
Inv. № 2278

Cat. № 418
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 8,9 cm; W – 3,3 cm; 
T – 2,5 cm; W – 147 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape 
with concave sides; almond-
shaped hole; decorated with 
relief ‘omega’ motif.
Inv. № 2279

Cat. № 419
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 7 cm; W – 4,6 cm; 
T – 2,8 cm; W – 142 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape 
with concave sides; singe 
‘eye’ on the side; decorated 
with relief bands.
Inv. № 2280

Cat. № 420
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 7,8 cm; W – 4 cm; 
T – 2,9 cm; W – 150 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape 
with concave sides; deco-
rated with five parallel relief 
bands.
Inv. № 2281

Cat. № 421
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 8.5 cm; W – 3,9 cm; 
T – 2,9 cm; W – 150 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape 
with trapezoidal sides; 
decorated with five parallel 
relief bands.
Inv. № 2282

Cat. № 422
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 7.3 cm; W – 3,1 cm; 
T – 2,6 cm; W – 110 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape 
with concave sides; deco-
rated with relief ‘Omega’ 
motif framed by four dots.
Inv. № 2283

Cat. № 423
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 7,1 cm; W – 3,1 cm; 
T – 2,7 cm; W – 99 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape 
and sides; decorated with 
five parallel relief bands.
Inv. № 2284

Cat. № 424
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 8 cm; W – 4,1 cm; 
T – 2,9 cm; W – 168 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape 
and sides; decorated with 
two parallel vertically ar-
ranged bands.
Inv. № 2285

Cat. № 425
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 7,1 cm; W – 3,7 cm; 
T – 2,9 cm; W – 110 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape 
and sides; decorated with 
five parallel vertically ar-
ranged relief bands; a tiny 
hole by the socket hole.
Inv. № 2286

Cat. № 426
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 8,1 cm; W – 3,6 cm; 
T – 2,8 cm; W – 121 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape 
and sides; decorated with five 
parallel vertically arranged 
relief bands and a small hole 
by the socket hole.
Inv. № 2287

Cat. № 427
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 8,7 cm; W – 4 cm; 
T – 3,6 cm; W – 157 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape 
and sides; decorated with 
four parallel vertically 
arranged relief bands termi-
nating in dots.
Inv. № 2288

Cat. № 428
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 6,1 cm; W – 2,8 cm; 
T – 2,3 cm; W – 91 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape 
and sides; decorated with 
four parallel vertically ar-
ranged relief bands.
Inv. № 2289
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Cat. № 429
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 7,7 cm; W – 4,1 cm; 
T – 2,7 cm; W – 121 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape 
and sides; decorated with 
three parallel vertically ar-
ranged relief bands.
Inv. № 2290

Cat. № 430
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 6 cm; W – 3,9 cm; 
T – 2,5 cm; W – 121 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape 
and sides; decorated with 
three parallel vertically ar-
ranged relief bands.
Inv. № 2291

Cat. № 431
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 7,9 cm; W – 3,4 cm; 
T – 3,1 cm; W – 141 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape 
and convex sides; relief 
‘Omega’ motif framing a 
perforation on one side.
Inv. № 2292

Cat. № 432
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 9,2 cm; W – 4,2 cm; 
T – 2,3 cm; W – 156 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape 
and sides; decorated with 
five parallel relief bands.
Inv. № 2293

Cat. № 433
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 6,5 cm; W – 3,2 cm; 
T – 2,4 cm; W – 100 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape 
and sides; decorated with 
four parallel relief bands 
terminating with a dot.
Inv. № 2294

Cat. № 434
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 8,3 cm; W – 4 cm; 
T – 2,8 cm; W – 138 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape 
and concave sides; deco-
rated with a curved relief 
band.
Inv. № 2295

Cat. № 435
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 6,8 cm; W – 3,7 cm; 
T – 2,7 cm; W – 109 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape 
and sides; decorated with 
three parallel vertically ar-
ranged relief bands.
Inv. № 2296

Cat. № 436
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 7,2 cm; W – 3,5 cm; 
T – 2,8 cm; W – 111 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape 
and convex sides; decorated 
with two bowed parallel 
relief bands.
Inv. № 2297

Cat. № 437
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 7,6 cm; W – 3,8 cm; 
T – 2,4 cm; W – 110 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape 
and sides; decorated with 
three parallel vertically ar-
ranged relief bands.
Inv. № 2298

Cat. № 438
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 9 cm; W – 3,9 cm; 
T – 3,3 cm; W – 206 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape 
and sides; decorated with 
five parallel vertically ar-
ranged relief bands.
Inv. № 2299

Cat. № 439
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 8,1 cm; W – 3,8 cm; 
T – 3 cm; W – 131 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape 
and concave sides; decorated 
with three parallel vertically 
arranged relief bands.
Inv. № 2300

Cat. № 440
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 7,7 cm; W – 4,4 cm; 
T – 2,8 cm; W – 131 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape 
and concave sides; decorat-
ed with two parallel bowed 
relief bands.
Inv. № 2301
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Cat. № 441
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 8,6 cm; W – 3,7 cm; 
T – 3 cm; W – 168 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape 
and concave sides; almond-
shaped hole on one wall; 
small perforation on its side.
Inv. № 2302

Cat. № 442
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 7,8 cm; W – 4 cm; 
T – 2,5 cm; W – 151 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape 
and concave sides.
Inv. № 2303

Cat. № 443
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 10,6 cm; W – 3,5 cm; 
T – 2,9 cm; W – 156 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape 
and concave sides; a small 
hole below an oval hole on 
one wall.
Inv. № 2304

Cat. № 444
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 9 cm; W – 3,4 cm; 
T – 2,9 cm; W – 154 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape 
and concave sides; small 
oval hole inside a relief 
‘omega’ motif on one side.
Inv. № 2305

Cat. № 445
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 6,2 cm; W – 3,1 cm; T – 2,2 cm; 
W – 86 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape and sides; 
decorated with four parallel vertically 
arranged relief bands.
Inv. № 2306

Cat. № 446
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 10,2 cm; W – 4,4 cm; T – 3,1 cm; 
W – 208 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape and concave 
sides; two concentric almond-shaped 
relief ornaments. 
Inv. № 2307

Cat. № 447
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 7 cm; W – 4,5 cm; T – 3,7 cm; 
W – 150 g
Hollow; trapezoidal shape, concave 
sides; broken-off bit.
Inv. № 2308

Cat. № 448
Mycenaean-type rapier with 
horned handguard
Bronze

L – 77,5 cm; W – 4,2 cm; W – 641 g
Cross-shaped hilt with curved shoul-
ders and upturned ‘horns’, attached to 
the rapier with six metal rivets; broad 

midrib along the length of the blade. 
The sword is folded. Made of three 
fused parts. One “horn” is missing.
Inv. № 2312
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Cat. № 449
Mycenaean-type 
spearhead 

Bronze
L – 40,5 cm; W – 4,2 cm; 
T – 3 cm; W – 579 g
Long leaf-shaped blade 

with long midrib; short 
split socket. The tang is set 
within a narrow rectangular 
‘ring’; two small perfora-

tions above the ‘ring’.
Inv. № 2311

Cat. № 450
Local-type spearhead with 
cast socket

Bronze
L – 17 cm; W – 3,5 cm, 
T – 2 cm; W – 106 g
Short leaf-shaped blade, long sock-
et; long midrib along the blade; a 
perforation in the socket base.
Inv. № 2309

Cat. № 451
Razor-blade

Bronze
L – 8,4 cm; W – 1,4 cm; T – 1 cm; W – 10 g 
Single-edged; with hilt; the brim opposite the cutting edge 
is curved.
Inv. № 2310

Cat. № 453
Sickle

Bronze
L – 13 cm;

W – 2,5 cm;
W – 47 g

Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle.

Inv. № 2824

Varbitsa I Collective find (hoard)

Discovered in 1930, stray find. Consists of 35 bronze socketed axes (celts) and 52 bronze sickles placed in a ceramic vessel.
village ofVarbitsa village, Pleven region
Late Bronze Age (second half of the 2nd millennium BC)
NAIM-BAS
Черных 1978; Дергачев 2011
ST

Cat. № 452
Ingot – fragment

Copper

L – 6,4 cm; W – 6,1 cm; 
T – 1,8 cm; W – 265 g 
Irregular rectangular shape.
Inv. № 2313
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Cat. № 454
Sickle

Bronze
L – 14 cm; W – 2 cm;
W – 60 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2825

Cat. № 455
Sickle

Bronze
L – 12,5 cm; W – 2,4 cm; 
W – 59 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2826

Cat. № 456
Sickle

Bronze
L – 12,7 cm; W – 2,5 cm; 
W – 50 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2827

Cat. № 457
Sickle

Bronze
L – 15,2 cm; W – 2,1 cm; 
W – 62 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2828

Cat. № 458
Sickle

Bronze
L – 16,4 cm; W – 2,3 cm; 
W – 66 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2829

Cat. № 459
Sickle

Bronze
L – 11,7 cm; W – 2,4 cm; 
W – 50 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle.
Inv. № 2830

Cat. № 460
Sickle

Bronze
L – 13,3 cm; W – 2 cm;
W – 51 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
handle with a knob.
Inv. № 2831

Cat. № 461
Sickle

Bronze
L – 13,3 cm; W – 2,4 cm; 
W – 57 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2832

Cat. № 462
Sickle

Bronze
L – 13,4 cm; W – 2 cm;
W – 59 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2833

Cat. № 463
Sickle

Bronze
L – 13,5 cm; W – 2 cm;
W – 50 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2834

Cat. № 464
Sickle

Bronze
L – 13,8 cm; W – 2,2 cm; 
W – 58 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2835

Cat. № 465
Sickle

Bronze
L – 14 cm; W – 1,9 cm;
W – 56 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2836
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Cat. № 466
Sickle

Bronze
L – 12,4 cm; W – 2,3 cm; 
W – 61 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle.
Inv. № 2837

Cat. № 467
Sickle

Bronze
L – 14,8 cm; W – 1,8 cm; 
W – 54 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2838

Cat. № 468
Sickle

Bronze
L – 13,1 cm; W – 2,3 cm; 
W – 81 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2839

Cat. № 469
Sickle

Bronze
L – 13,6 cm; W – 2,2 cm; 
W – 52 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2840

Cat. № 470
Sickle

Bronze
L – 12,5 cm; W – 2 cm;
W – 52 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob. Broken-off tip.
Inv. № 2841

Cat. № 471
Sickle

Bronze
L – 12,4 cm; W – 2,3 cm; 
W – 61 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2842

Cat. № 472
Sickle

Bronze
L – 12,8 cm; W – 2,5 cm; 
W – 58 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2843

Cat. № 473
Sickle

Bronze
L – 13 cm; W – 2,5 cm;
W – 55 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2844

Cat. № 474
Sickle

Bronze
L – 13,4 cm; W – 2,4 cm; 
W – 55 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2845

Cat. № 475
Sickle

Bronze
L – 11,5 cm; W – 2,4 cm; 
W – 42 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2846

Cat. № 476
Sickle

Bronze
L – 13,1 cm; W – 2,3 cm; 
W – 55 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2847

Cat. № 477
Sickle

Bronze
L – 12,3 cm; W – 2,4 cm; 
W – 65 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2848
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Cat. № 478
Sickle

Bronze
L – 13,6 cm; W – 2,1 cm; 
W – 53 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2897

Cat. № 479
Sickle

Bronze
L – 12,7 cm; W – 2,4 cm; 
W – 59 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2898

Cat. № 480
Sickle

Bronze
L – 17,8 cm; W – 2,5 cm; 
W – 58 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2899

Cat. № 481
Sickle

Bronze
L – 13,2 cm; W – 2,2 cm; 
W – 51 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2900

Cat. № 482
Sickle

Bronze
L – 12,8 cm; W – 2,4 cm; 
W – 58 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2901

Cat. № 483
Sickle

Bronze
L – 12,5 cm; W – 2,3 cm; 
W – 53 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob, broken tip.
Inv. № 2902

Cat. № 484
Sickle

Bronze
L – 12,3 cm; W – 2,2 cm; 
W – 44 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2903

Cat. № 485
Sickle

Bronze
L – 12,7 cm; W – 2,1 cm; 
W – 55 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2904

Cat. 486
Sickle

Bronze
L – 13 cm; W – 2,2 cm;
W – 49 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2905

Cat. № 487
Sickle

Bronze
L – 11,8 cm; W – 2,1 cm; 
W – 57 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2906

Cat. № 488
Sickle

Bronze
L – 12,7 cm; W – 2 cm;
W – 60 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2907

Cat. № 489
Sickle

Bronze
L – 13,1 cm; W – 2,2 cm; 
W – 56 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2908
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Cat. № 490
Sickle

Bronze
L – 13,4 cm; W – 2,3 cm; 
W – 51 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2909

Cat. № 491
Sickle

Bronze
L – 12 cm; W – 2,1 cm;
W – 53 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2910

Cat. № 492
Sickle

Bronze
L – 11,7 cm; W – 2,1 cm; 
W – 48 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2911

Cat. № 493
Sickle

Bronze
L – 12,8 cm; W – 2,2 cm; 
W – 65 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2912

Cat. № 494
Sickle

Bronze
L – 12,5 cm; W – 2,2 cm; 
W – 49 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2913

Cat. № 495
Sickle

Bronze
L – 14,7 cm; W – 2 cm;
W – 56 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2914

Cat. № 496
Sickle

Bronze
L – 11,8 cm; W – 2 cm;
W – 45 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2915

Cat. № 497
Sickle

Bronze
L – 13,1 cm; W – 2,2 cm; 
W – 59 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2916

Cat. № 498
Sickle

Bronze
L – 11,8 cm; W – 2,4 cm; 
W – 52 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2917

Cat. № 499
Sickle

Bronze
L – 11,8 cm; W – 2,4 cm; 
W – 48 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № 2918

Cat. № 500
Sickle

Bronze
L – 11,2 cm; W – 2 cm;
W – 42 g
Crescent-shape, poorly mod-
elled handle with a knob; 
broken-off near the tip.
Inv. №2919

Cat. № 501
Sickle

Bronze
L – 11,7 cm; W – 2,4 cm; 
W – 55 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob, broken in half.
Inv. № 2920
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Cat. № 502
Sickle

Bronze
L – 11,5 cm; W – 2,2 cm; 
W – 49 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob, broken in half.
Inv. № 2921

Cat. № 503
Sickle

Bronze
L – 12 cm; W – 2,1 cm;  
W – 52 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob, broken in half.
Inv. № 2922

Cat. № 504
Sickle

Bronze
L – 12,8 cm; W – 55 g
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob, broken in half.
Inv. № 2923

Cat. № 505
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 11 cm; W – 4 cm;
W – 176 g
Hollow; a hole on one side.
Inv. No 2799

Cat. № 506
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 11 cm; W – 4,7 cm;  
W – 246 g
Hollow; decorated with 
vertical ribs.
Inv. № 2800

Cat. № 507
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 11,1 cm; W – 4,1 cm; 
W – 193 g
Hollow, a hole on one side.
Inv. № 2801

Cat. № 508
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 11,1 cm; W – 4 cm;
W – 195 g
Hollow, undecorated.
Inv. № 2802

Cat. № 509
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 10,6 cm; W – 3,9 cm; 
W – 201 g
Hollow, decorated with 
crescent-shape ribs.
Inv. № 2803

Cat. № 510
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 9,6 cm; W – 3,7 cm;
W – 196 g
Hollow, decorated with 
vertical ribs.
Inv. № 2804

Cat. № 511
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 9,3 cm; W – 4,3 cm;
W – 204 g
Hollow, undecorated.
Inv. № 2805

Cat. № 512
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 10,4 cm; W – 4,2 cm; 
W – 239 g
Hollow, decorated with 
vertical ribs.
Inv. № 2806

Cat. № 513
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 10,2 cm; W – 4,3 cm; 
W – 215 g
Hollow, decorated with 
crescent-shape ribs.
Inv. № 2807
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Cat. № 514
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 9,7 cm; W – 4,2 cm;
W – 162 g
Hollow, decorated with 
vertical ribs.
Inv. № 2808

Cat. № 515
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 9,6 cm; W – 4,1 cm;
W – 143 g
Hollow, decorated with 
vertical ribs.
Inv. № 2809

Cat. № 516
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 9,2 cm; W – 4,2 cm;
W – 139 g
Hollow, decorated with 
vertical ribs.
Inv. № 2810

Cat. № 517
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 9,1 cm; W – 4,2 cm;
W – 157 g
Hollow, decorated with 
crescent-shape ribs.
Inv. № 2811

Cat. № 518
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 9,7 cm; W – 4 cm;
W – 209 g
Hollow, decorated with 
crescent-shape ribs.
Inv. № 2812

Cat. № 519
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 8,2 cm; W – 3,8 cm;
W – 157 g
Hollow, decorated with 
vertical ribs.
Inv. № 2813

Cat. № 520
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 7,9cm; W – 3,8 cm;
W – 133 g
Hollow, decorated with 
vertical ribs.
Inv. № 2814

Cat. № 521
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 7,8 cm; W – 4 cm;
W – 13 3g
Hollow, decorated with 
vertical ribs.
Inv. № 2815

Cat. № 522
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 7,7 cm; W – 3,9 cm;
W – 157 g
Hollow, decorated with 
vertical ribs; cracked along 
the middle.
Inv. № 2816

Cat. № 523
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 7,3 cm; W – 3,5 cm;
W – 100 g
Hollow, undecorated.
Inv. № 2817

Cat. № 524
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 6,8 cm; W – 3,7 cm; 
W – 98 g
Hollow, undecorated.
Inv. № 2818

Cat. № 525
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 6,1 cm; W – 3,6 cm;
W – 112 g
Hollow, undecorated.
Inv. № 2819
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Cat. № 526
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 7,2 cm; W – 4,3 cm;
W – 135 g
Hollow, undecorated.
Inv. № 2820

Cat. № 527
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 6,8 cm; W – 3,4 cm; 
W – 87 g
Hollow; undecorated.
Inv. № 2821

Cat. № 528
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 8,4 cm; W – 3,6 cm;
W – 176 g
Hollow; decorated with 
vertical ribs.
Inv. № 2822

Cat. № 529
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 9,8 cm; W – 4,4 cm;
W – 255 g
Hollow; decorated with 
curved ribs. Broken off 
piece of the bit.
Inv. № 2886

Cat. № 530
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 9,6 cm; W – 4,3 cm;  
W – 174 g
Hollow; decorated with 
vertical ribs.
Inv. № 2887

Cat. № 531
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 9,8 cm; W – 4,3 cm;
W – 214 g
Hollow; decorated with 
vertical ribs.
Inv. № 2888

Cat. № 532
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 9,3 cm; W – 4,5 cm;
W – 244 g
Hollow; decorated with 
crescent-shape ribs.
Inv. № 2889

Cat. № 533
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 9,4 cm; W – 4,5 cm;
W – 244 g
Hollow; decorated with 
vertical ribs.
Inv. № 2890

Cat. № 534
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 9,8 cm; W – 4,6 cm;
W – 232 g
Hollow; decorated with 
vertical ribs.
Inv. № 2891

Cat. № 535
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 11,4 cm; W – 4 cm;
W – 216 g
Hollow; decorated with 
vertical ribs.
Inv. № 2892

Cat. № 536
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 5,7 cm; W – 1,3 cm; 
W – 73 g
Hollow; decorated with 
vertical ribs.
Inv. № 2893

Cat. № 537
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 8,6 cm; W – 4,7 cm;
W – 211 g
Hollow; decorated with 
crescent-shape ribs.
Inv. № 2894
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Cat. № 538
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 5,5 cm; W – 4,7 cm; 
W – 76 g
Hollow; undecorated.
Inv. № 2895

Cat. № 539
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 9,5 cm; W – 4,5 cm;
W – 271 g
Hollow; broken in two.
Inv. № 2896

Cat. № 540
Mycenaean-type 
spearhead 

Bronze

L – 34 cm; W (max) – 3,9 cm
Perushtitsa, stray find
Late Bronze Age (LH II – 
LH IIIC)
Split socket. Long, leaf-

shaped blade. Midrib with 
hexagonal cross-section. 
Found together with a 
bronze rapier, possibly in a 
destroyed grave.

RMA Plovdiv, Inv. № 1192
Черных, 1978, 231, Т. 61: 4; 
Höckmann 2007; 
Лещаков 2015, 30
LL

Cat. № 541
Mycenaean-type 
spearhead
Bronze
L – 29,3 cm;
W (max) – 4,1 cm
Village of Levski 
(Kalaglare, Dolno Levski), 
Pazardzhik region
Late Bronze Age
Long leaf-shaped blade 
with long midrib; short 
split socket.
NAIM-BAS, Inv. № 617
Миков 1933, Обр. 66
ST

Cat. № 542
Local-type spearhead 
with cast socket

Bronze
L – 22,6 cm;
W (max) – 2,4 cm
Tell „Himitliyata“,
Village of Sokol,
Nova Zagora region
Late Bronze Age
Long socket and willow-
shaped blade. Midrib with 
lozenge cross-section.
RMA Plovdiv, Inv. № 3220
Детев 1950, 72; Черных 
1978, Табл. 62:3; 
Leshtakov 2011, 30, Fig. 2:3
LL

Cat. № 543
Local-type spearhead 
with cast socket

Bronze
L – 16,3 cm;
W – 3,6 cm; 
D (socket) – 3 cm
Lovech region
Late Bronze Age
Flame-shaped blade; round 
midrib gradually converges 
with the socket. Short, coni-
cal socket with two rivet 
holes.
RMH Lovech, Inv. № 226
Миков 1933b, 389,
Обр. 169а; Лещаков 2015, 
425, Т. 109 – 7
MV
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Cat. № 544
Local-type spearhead 
with casted socket
Bronze
L – 9 cm; W – 2,6 cm;
D (socket) – 1,9 cm
Village of Glozhene, Lovech 
region, stray find
Late Bronze Age 
Small spearhead with short, 
leaf-shaped blade and short 
conical socket with a single 
rivet-hole. The rounded 
midrib gradually converges 
with the socket.
RMH Lovech, Inv. № 227
Миков 1933b, 389, Обр. 
169 с.; Лещаков 2015, 332, 
Т. 16 – 7
MV

Cat. № 545
Local-type spearhead 
with casted socket
Bronze
L – 19,2 cm; W (max) – 4,1 
cm; W – 169 g
Village of Sarantsi, Sofia 
region, stray find
Late Bronze Age (Second half 
of the 2nd millennium BC)
Blade is leaf-shaped; socket 
decorated with horizontal 
lines, hatched triangles 
and incised lines outlining 
diamonds.
NAIM-BAS, Inv. № 2755
Лещаков 2015, 217-218, 
393, Т. 77:2
ST

Cat. № 546
Tanged dagger

Bronze
L – 18,6 cm;
W (max) – 4,6 cm
T – 0,6 cm; 
W – 357,30 g
Yambol region, stray find
Late Bronze Age
Cast and hammered. 
Elongated leaf-shaped blade 
with mid-rib. Reversed 
cruciform tang.
RMH Yambol, 
Inv. № I-4140
Unpublished
TV

Cat. № 547
Tanged dagger

Bronze
L – 22 cm;
W (max) – 7,1 cm
T – 0,5 cm; 
W – 357,30 g
Village of Popovo, Yambol 
region, stray find, from a 
destroyed tumular grave
Late Bronze Age
Cast and hammered. 
Elongated leaf-shaped blade 
with mid-rib. Reversed 
cruciform tang.
RMH Yambol, 
Inv. № I-1518
Илиев 2000
TV

Cat. № 548
Tanged dagger

Bronze
L – 21,3 cm; W – 4,7 cm; 
T (max.) – 0,15 cm; 
W – 105,40 g
Sliven region, stray find
Cast and hammered.  
Elongated leaf-shaped blade 
with mid-rib. Reversed 
cruciform tang.
Late Bronze Age
RMH Sliven, Inv. № 103А
Unpublished
SA

Cat. № 549
Double axe

Bronze
L – 24,4 cm; W (blade) – 5,3 cm; W – 1,143 kg
Village of Beguntsi, Karlovo region
Late Bronze Age
Double-bit axe with symmetrical shoulders; profiled shaft 
hole with ring swells on both sides. RMA Plovdiv, 
Inv.№ I-111
Panayotov 1980, 188, Fig. 6:1
RM
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Cat. № 550
Double-axe

Bronze
L – 22 cm; W – 5,3 cm; W (blade) – 4,9 cm
Lovech region, stray find
Late Bronze Age
Double-axe head of Beguntsi Type. Profiled shafthole with 
two horns on the underside.
RMH Lovech, Inv. № 336а
Черных 1978, 205, Табл. 41-10
MV

Cat. № 551
Double axe

Bronze
L – 23,5 cm; W (blade) – 4,4 cm
Village of Kirkovo, Kardzhali region, stray find
Late Bronze Age
Double axe of type Beguntsi; bi-conical shafthole decorated 
with vertical channels and ring-like thickening at the bases 
of the shafrhole.
RMH Kardzhali, Inv.№ 2412
Popov et al. 2015, 58, Abb. 19: 2
DK

Cat. № 552
Harpoon head

Bronze
L – 7,2 cm; W – 3,3 cm
Lovech region, stray find 
Late Bronze Age
Triangular blade with two 
flues; the rounded midrib 
gradually converges with 
the socket. Two conical pro-
jections out of the socket, 
parallel to the flues. 
RMH Lovech, Inv. № 1225
Unpublished
MV

Cat. № 553
Casting mould 
for a bronze 
harpoon

Stone
L – 6,3 cm; 
W – 6,2 cm; 
H – 3,1 cm
Village of Ostrov, 
Oryahovo Mu-
nicipality, 
Vratsa region, 
stray find
Late Bronze Age

Cat. № 554
Sickle

Bronze
L – 16,7 сm; W – 2,5 сm; T (max.) – 0,8 сm
Late Bronze Age settlement,  
village of Chepintsi, Sofia region
Late Bronze Age (13th – 12th century BC)
Bronze sickle with a protruding knob at the base 
of the blade, belonging to the so-called Knopf-
sichel type. The handle is decorated with three 
embossed lines disposed at an acute angle.
NAIM-BAS, Inv. № 5263
Христова, Петрова 2016, 27
TH

Bivalve casting mould for a harpoon. Two arrowshaped 
blades and a short socket. Narrow midrib.
NAIM-BAS, Inv. № 5678
Unpublished
LL
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Bronze razors from East Bulgaria

The find comes from the eastern parts of the Balkan mountain range. It consists of two bronze razors; casted and additionally 
hammered and sharpened.
Late Bronze Age (Reinecke Br. D)
RMH Dobritch
Hristova 2015, 159-160, Fig. 3/1,2
TH

Cat. № 555
Razor with tang

Bronze
H – 14 cm; W (max.) – 8,3 
cm; T (max.) – 0,8 cm;  
W – 50,70 g
Casted and hammered. Leaf 
shaped blade with mid-rib 
and elongated rhomboidal 
cross-section; cut at the rear 
to the tang end. The two 
leaf-blades are separated by 
a Ω-shaped cut. Tang with 
two rings.
Inv. № Аа 3251a

Cat. № 557
Hair-ring

Bronze
D – 1,4 x 1,3 cm; W – 1,40 g
Level IVb

15th century BC
Made of 0,1 cm thick flattened bar, spirally 
twisted into 1,5 turns, one of the ends bent 
backwards into 0,5 turn.
Inv. № ВдМ Iп – 279
Unpublished

Cat. № 558
Pin with hull-shape head

Bronze

L – 18,26 cm; W – 11,75 g
Level II
14th – first half of 13th century BC
Casted and hammered. The head is 
hull-shaped.The body, 0,3 cm thick, has 

a rectangular cross-section of the bar 
in the upper and lower parts, twisted in 
the middle part.
Inv. № ВдМ Iп – 264
Unpublished

Cat. № 559
Pin with hull-shape head

Bronze
L – 19,37 cm; W – 11,80 g

Level II
14th – first half of 13th century BC
Casted and hammered. The head is 
hull-shaped.The body, 0,3 cm thick, 
has a rectangular cross-section of the 

bar in the upper part, twisted in the 
middle part and rounded to the lower 
one.
Inv. № ВдМ Iп – 270
Unpublished

Cat. № 556
Razor with tang

Bronze
H – 13,7 cm; W (max.) – 
8,7 cm; T (max.) – 1 cm;  
W – 60,70 g
Casted and hammered. Leaf 
shaped blade with mid-rib 
and elongated rhomboidal 
cross-section; cut at the rear 
to the tang end. The two 
leaf-blades are separated by 
a Ω-shaped cut. Tang with 
two rings.
Inv. № Аа 3251b

Settlement from second half of the 2nd millennium BC near village of Baley, Vidin region

RMH Vidin
SA

Catalogue



546

Cat. № 560
Pin with ball-head

Bronze
L – 12,6 cm; W – 6,50 g
Level II
14th – first half of 13th century BC
Casted and hammered. Made of rounded bar, 0,3 cm thick. 
The head is ball-shaped, 0,8 cm in diameter.
Baley 1981, № 213
Unpublished

Cat. № 561
Pin with round head

Bronze
L – 15,0 cm; W – 10,35 g
Level III
14th – first half of 13th century BC
Casted and hammered. Made of rounded bar, 0,3 cm thick. 
The head is round, 1 cm in diameter.
Inv. № ВдМ Iп – 300
Черных 1978, Табл. 66/13

Cat. № 562
Human shaped pendant

Bronze
H – 3,6 cm; W – 5,55 g
Level II

14th – first half of 13th century BC
Casted in a single mould. Rounded form 
with “arms”. The lower part is decorated with 
relief “spoke-motives”.
Inv. № ВдМ Iп – 280
Черных 1978, Табл. 66/22

Cat. № 563
Human shaped pendant

Bronze
H – 3,8 cm; W – 5,25 g
Level III
14th – first half of 13th century BC

Casted in a single mould. Rounded form 
with “arms”; the left “arm” is broken. The 
lower part is decorated with relief “spoke-
motives”.
Inv. № ВдМ Iп – 396
Unpublished

Cat. № 564
Palstave (Flanged axe)

Bronze
L – 11,9 cm; W (blade) – 3,1 cm; W (max) – 2,1 cm; W – 152,25 g
Stray find
Third quarter of the 2nd millennium BC
Casted and hammered. Rectangular upper part; cast flanges – 
in the middle. Concave cutting part.
Inv. № ВдМ Iп – 318
Unpublished

Cat. № 565
Socketed axe (celt)

Bronze
L – 8,5 cm; W – 2,6 cm; T – 1,9 cm; W – 134,50 g
Level II
14th – first half of 13th century BC
Casted. One-eared celt with trapezoidal form and hexagonal 
cross-section. 
Inv. № ВдМ Iп – 357
Черных 1978, Табл. 40/5
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Cat. № 566
Awl with bone handle

Bronze and bone
L – 11,23 cm; 
L (working part) – 4,41 cm; 
W – 11,80 g
Level II
14th – first half of 13th  
century BC
The awl is casted and 
hammered, made of 0,3 
cm thickbar; shoved into a 
smoothed bone handle.
Inv. № ВдМ Iп – 174
Unpublished

Cat. № 567
Arrowhead

Bronze
L – 5 cm; W – 3 g
Level II
14th – first half of the 13th century BC
Casted and hammered. Triangular form with mid-rib. The lower part is broken.
Inv. № ВдМ Iп – 268
Unpublished

Cat. № 568-573
Tanged 
arrowheads –  
6 pcs

Bronze
L – 6,6 cm;
L – 5,5 cm; 
L – 4,7 сm;
L – 5,7 cm; 
L – 5,7 cm; 
L – 5,6 cm
Level I
Cast and 
hammered. 
Triangular form 
with mid-rib and 
tang, spring wires 
extending sideways 
from the tip.

Late Bronze Age settlement near village of Koprivlen, Blagoevgrad region

Late Bronze Age
NAIM-BAS, Inv. № 4836
Alexandrov 2002
SA
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Kamenitsa (Plovdiv) depot

Consists of 44 whole vessels: 19 amphorae, 10 jugs, 5 kantharoi, 4 cups and 1 vessel with a handle over the mouth (bucket?). Found 
during construction works in 1964 in a deep pit – well. The vessels were arranged in 6 levels, divided from each other by layers of 
clay. 
Kamenitsa, Plovdiv
Late Bronze Age
RMA Plovdiv
Детев 1964
EB

Cat. № 574
Kantharos

Pottery
H – 16,5 cm
Vessel with a conical neck, spherical body and flat bottom. Two symmetrical, 
high vertical handles with triangular cross-section are attached to the 
mouth rim and the maximum diameter of the body. The surface is black 
and polished.
Inv. № I – 393

Cat. № 575
Amphora

Pottery
H – 26 cm
A big vessel with a funnel-like mouth, conical neck and 
spherical body on a hollow pedestal. Four small vertical 
handles are symmetrically attached to the maximum diameter 
of the body. Between them are placed four small knobs.  
The surface is smoothed, black, with brown spots.
Inv. № I – 386

Cat. № 576
Amphora

Pottery
H – 28,5 cm
A vessel with funnel-like mouth, low conical neck, elongated, 
ovoid body and flat bottom. Two small vertical handles are 
symmetrically attached to the maximum diameter of the 
body. The surface is smoothed, black, with brown spots.  
A vertical crack is restored with a thick band of resin.
Inv. № I – 387
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Cat. № 577
Amphora

Pottery
H – 28 cm
A big vessel with a funnel-like mouth, conical 
neck and enhanced transition to the body. 
The body is elongated, ovoid and flat bottomis 
ring-shaped. Two small vertical handles are 
symmetrically attached to the maximum 
diameter of the body. The surface is precisely 
smoothed, light-brown and grayish in colour.
Inv. № I – 402

Cat. № 578
Jug

Pottery
H – 27 cm
A vessel with a funnel-like mouth, oblique rim, 
conical neck and enhanced transition to the 
ovoid body. A vertical handle with triangular 
section is attached to the upper part of the 
neck, goes above the mouth rim and ends in the 
maximum diameter of the body. The surface is 
polished and black.
Inv. № I – 414

Cat. № 579
Cup

Pottery
H – 8,5 cm
Izvor
Late Bronze Age
A small vessel with S-shaped body and slight oblique mouth 
rim. A vertical handle with triangular section is attached 
to the mouth rim, goes above it and ends in the maximum 
diameter of the lower part of the body. Flat bottom. The 
surface is burnished, with brown and grey spots. Decorated 
with geometrical Furchenstich ornaments with white paste 
incrustation.
RMA Plovdiv, Inv. № 1277
Детев 1960, 350, Фиг. 6
EB
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Cherkovna depot

Consists of 8 vessels – 3 amphorae, 3 kantharoi and 2 small, deep bowls. The depot was found in 1963 during geological works in 
the western part of the village. The vessels were found at 8 meters of depth, under a Roman well, in the remains of an older well.
Village of Cherkovna, Razgrad region
Late Bronze Age
RMH Razgrad
Hänsel 1976, Taf. IX
YD, DVD

Cat. № 580
Amphora

Pottery
H – 21,5 сm
A vessel with funnel-like mouth, semi-spherical body and 
flat bottom. Two small vertical handles are symmetrically 
attached above the maximum diameter of the body. The 
surface is polished, dark-grey.
Inv. № 645

Cat. № 582
Amphora

Pottery
H – 27 cm
A vessel with ovoid body and flat bottom. 
Two small vertical handles are symmetrically 
attached to the maximum diameter of the 
body. The surface is smoothed, black, with 
brown spots.
Inv. № 807

Cat. № 581
Amphora

Pottery
H – 22,5 cm
A vessel with ovoid body and flat bottom. Two small vertical 
handles are symmetrically attached to the maximum 
diameter of the body. The surface is smoothed, dark, with 
brown spots.
Inv. № 809
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Cat. № 583
Jar

Pottery
H – 19 cm
A vessel with elongated ovoid body and flat bottom. Two 
symmetrical, high vertical handles with triangular cross-
section are attached to the mouth rim and the upper part of 
the body. On the mahimum diameter are incised geometrical 
motifs.
Inv. № 646

Cat. № 584
Kantharos

Pottery
H – 16,5 cm
A vessel with spherical body and flat bottom. Two 
symmetrical, high vertical handles with triangular cross-
section are attached to the mouth rim and the maximum 
diameter of the body. The sirface is brown with spots and 
polished.
Inv. № 647

Cat. № 585
Kantharos

Pottery
H – 16,8 cm
A vessel with spherical body and flat bottom. Two 
symmetrical, high vertical handles with triangular cross-
section are attached under the mouth rim and the maximum 
diameter of the body. The sirface is black and polished. The 
body and handles are decorated with incised geometrical 
motifs.
Inv. № 808

Cat. № 586
Bowl

Pottery
H – 15 cm
A vessel with elongated s-shaped profile and flat bottom. 
Under the mouth rim and the maximum diameter of the 
body are symmetrically attached two small, vertical handles. 
Polished, dark brown surface.
Inv. № 805
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Cat. № 587
Bowl

Pottery
H –15,5 cm
A vessel with elongated s-shaped profile and flat 
bottom. At the maximum diameter of the body 
are symmetrically attached two small, vertical 
handles. Smoothed, spotted, brown surface.
Inv. № 806

Cat. № 588
Cutting sword

Iron
L – 73 cm; W – 4,5 cm
Haskovo, stray find

Early Iron Age
Double-edged sword. The blade is 
thicker at the top and thinner at the 
section of the pommel. A protruding 
rounded edge runs along the blade. 
Three rivets are preserved on the 
pommel which is shaped in the the 

lower part as a “bell-shaped” guard. 
The handle is elliptical and ends with a 
“swallow tail” shaped extension.
RMH Haskovo, Inv. № А-4586
Петров 2006, 193, Обр. 1; Петров 
2007, 36
SI

Cat. № 589
Cutting sword

Iron
L – 68,5 cm; W – 5,5 cm

Village of Alexandrovo, Lovech region
Early Iron Age (10th – 8th century BC). 
Leaf-shaped blade, narrowing below 
the showlder, with maximum width a 
little above the middle; slightly profiled 

midrib.
RMH Lovech, Inv. № 247
Попов 1928/29, 277, Обр. 138.7,  
Обр. 144
MV

Cat. № 590
Cutting sword

Iron

L – 61,2 cm; W – 3,2 cm
Village of Hlevene, Lovech region
10th – 8th century BC
Leaf-shaped blade, narrowing near the 
shoulders, with maximum width right 

above the middle; sligthly profiled 
midrib.
RMH Lovech, Inv. № Б 169
Валентинова 2006, 10-12
MV
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Cat. № 591
Bowl
Gold, 23,6 ct
H – 12,5 cm; D – 27 cm; W – 1,050 kg

Village of Kazichene, Sofia region
9th-8th century BC 

The vessel is semispherical in form, 
forged. The body is decorated with 
vertical canelures. The inner surface 
of the bottom is decorated with three 
concentric circlesmade of relief bands 
and one of semispherical dots. The 
center of the bottom is emphasized by a 

semispherical dot. 
RMH Sofia, Inv. № МИС А 3011
Станчева 1973; Фол 1975; Шалгано-
ва 2003; cf. Stoyanov and Borislavov,  
this volume
YD

Cat. № 592
Bowl
Gold, 23.65 ct
H – 7,3 cm; D (rim) – 11,3 cm; 
D (bottom) – 4,3 cm; 
W – 77,4 g (81,17 g after  
the polymer restoration)
Belene Island, Pleven region
9th-8th century BC
The vessel is hammered out of a 
thin gold sheet. The necklace is 
cylindrical, decorated with two relief 
bands – the lower one is a pseudo-
string pattern of oblique notches. The 
body of the bowl has a hemispherical 
shape. There are twelve buckles 
running around the widest section, 
just below the neck. They are shaped 
as a truncated cone, hollow inside. 
Vertical grooves run from the base 
of the buckets to the bottom of the 
vessel. The bottom is convex, circular 
and outlined with a cut line.
RMH Pleven, Inv. № 3898
Лазарова 1993; cf. Stoyanov  
and Borislavov, this volume
VN
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“Grave” find from Devetaki

Includes a ceramic cup with two handles (kantharos); a bronze sword with the hilt; two plates, likely edging the sword’s shoulder; 
a bent cross-shaped bronze ornamental plate and an open-ended bronze hoop (clamp). The find comes from a low, now destroyed, 
tumulus with earth-and-stone embankment; part of a necropolis located above Cave Devetaki.
Village of Devetaki, Lovech region
Early Iron Age (10th – 9th century BC)
RMH Lovech
Валентинова 2010
MV

Cat. № 593
Hilt and plates edging the sword shoulder

Bronze, iron
L – 7,7 cm; W – 3,1 cm; L – 6,4 cm; W – 1 cm
Tongue-shaped hilt with convex outlines, culminating in a 
swallow-tailed butt. Three rivet-holes along the length; parts 
of iron rivets preserved in two of the holes. Part of iron rivets 
also preserved in the holes on the two plates.
Inv. № Б 188

Cat. № 594
Cup (kantharos)

Pottery
H – 4,9 cm; D – 9,6 cm
Cup with two high handles (kantharos) and low squat bi-
conical body with emphasized carination between the two 
parts. Slightly profiled, interior beveled lip. Two knobs at 
the maximum diameter, attached symmetrically between the 
handles.
Inv. № 3078

Collective find from Krivodol

The find consisting of 6 spearheads, 6 axes, 3 sickles, a knife and a hammer weight.
Iron
Krivodol, Vratsa region
Early Iron Age
RMH Vratsa
Николов 1970
SA

Cat. № 595
Socketed spearhead

Iron
L – 34 cm; W – 7,6 cm
Leaf-shaped blade with relief mid-rib 

and diamond-shape cross-section.
Inv. № А976а
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Cat. № 596
Socketed spearhead

Iron
L – 26 cm; W – 4,5 cm
Leaf-shaped blade with relief mid-rib 

and diamond-shape cross-section.
Inv. № А976б

Cat. № 597
Socketed spearhead

Iron
L – 24 cm; W – 5,5 cm
Leaf-shaped blade with relief mid-rib 

and diamond-shape cross-section.
Inv. № А976в

Cat. № 598
Socketed spearhead

Iron
L – 35 cm; W – 3,5 cm
Leaf-shaped blade with relief mid-rib 

and diamond-shape cross-section.
Inv. № А978а

Cat. № 599
Socketed spearhead

Iron
L – 33 cm; W – 3,9 cm
Leaf-shaped blade with relief mid-rib 

and diamond-shape cross-section.
Inv. № А978б
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Cat. № 600
Spearhead

Iron

L – 30,5 cm; W – 5 cm
Leaf-shaped blade with relief mid-rib and diamond-shape 
cross-section.
Inv. № А978в

Cat. № 601
Axe

Iron
L – 15.5 cm; W – 3 cm 
Trunnion axe. Two small apophyses form the shape of an 
elongated cross.
Inv. № А968

Cat. № 602
Axe
Iron

L – 16 cm; W – 2,6 cm
Trunnion axe. Two small apophyses form the shape of an 
elongated cross.
Inv. № А969

Cat. № 603
Axe

Iron
L – 13,5 cm; W – 2,6 cm
Trunnion axe. Two small apophyses form the shape of an 
elongated cross.
Inv. № А970

Cat. № 604
Axe
Iron

L – 19,5 cm; W – 3,5 cm
Trunnion axe.
Inv. № А971

Cat. № 605
Axe

Iron
L – 19,5 cm; W – 6,2 cm
Trunnion axe. Two small 
apophyses form the 
shape of an elongated 
cross.
Inv. № А972
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Cat. № 606
Axe

Iron
L – 17 cm; W – 2,8 cm
Trunnion axe.
Inv. № А973

Cat. № 607
Sickle

Iron
L – 23,5 cm; W – 2,7 cm
Crescent-shape, poorly 
modelled handle with a 
knob.
Inv. № А975а

Cat. № 608
Sickle

Iron
L – 17,5 cm; W – 2,5 cm
Crescent-shape, poorly modelled handle with a knob.
Inv. № А975б

Cat. № 609
Sickle

Iron
L – 13 cm; W – 1,9 cm
Crescent-shape, poorly modelled handle with a knob.
Inv. № А975в

Cat. № 610
Hammer weight

Iron
L – 9 cm; W – 6,3 cm
Rectangular form with elongated ellipsoidal hole in the 
middle.
Inv. № А977
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Cat. № 611
Fibula

Iron
L – 9 см, W – 9 см
Village of Progled, Chepelare region 
Early Iron Age
Casted, double spiral asymmetric bronze fibula with high 
triangular needle holder. There are three bumps on the bow.
RMA Plovdiv, Inv. № 2132
Милчев 1958, Табл. XI, Обр. 4.
KN

Barzitsa treasure

Found by chance in 1922; it consists of different objects, but there are one gold and four silver belts/torques and one pair of gold 
earrings kept in NAIM.
Village of Barzitsa (Sheremet up to 1934), Provadia Municipality, Varna region
Early Iron Age (9th –7th century BC)
NAIM-BAS
Миятев 1934; Гергова 1982; Бонев 2003, 134-136
KC

Cat. № 612
Belt/torque

Gold
D – 23,5 cm; L – 65 cm; 
W – 211 g
It is made of round wire, 0,6 
cm in diameter. The edges 
are flattened, expanding and 
triangular in shape, with 
one round hole. The upper 
surface is decorated with 
engraved fish bone pattern.
Inv. № 2114
Миятев 1934, 231,  
Обр. 151

Cat. № 613
Belt/torque

Silver
D – 25,5 cm; L – 72 cm; 
W – 315 g
It is made of round wire,  
0,75 cm in diameter. The 
edges are flattened, expanding 
and triangular in shape, with 
one round hole. The upper 
surface is decorated with 
hollow points.
Inv. № 2117
Миятев 1934, 231, Обр. 152
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Cat. № 614
Belt/torque

Silver
D – 29,5 cm; L – 86 cm; 
W – 465 g
It is made of round wire, 
0,8 cm in diameter. 
The edges are flattened, 
expanding and terminating 
in spiral volutes. The upper 
surface is decorated with 
engraved geometric pattern.
Inv. № 2115
Миятев 1934, 232,  
Обр. 153

Cat. № 615
Belt/torque

Silver
D – 25,5 cm; L – 81 cm; 
W – 470 g
It is made of round wire, 
0,9 cm in diameter.  
The edges are flattened, 
expanding and terminating 
in spiral volutes. The upper 
surface is decorated with 
engraved geometric pattern.
Inv. № 2116
Миятев 1934, 232, Обр. 154

Cat. № 616
Earrings – 2 pcs

Gold
H – 11 cm; 10,5 cm, W – 6,5 cm; 6 cm; 
W – 40 g
The earrings are made of leaf-like plates 
modelled into the shape of a boat. Their 
ends are elongated in a long and thin wire 
terminating in a hook. The hooks are 
attached to the other end of the earring 
where a small, round hole is made. There 
is a decoration on the outer side made 
with punches in a matrix.
Inv. № 2113
Миятев 1934, 233, Обр. 155
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Grave invevtory in burial in tumulus № 4 (Ptichata Mound) from the necropolis near the village of Belogradets, 
Vetrino Municipality, Varna region

The grave invevtory were placed in a wooden burial facility – a grave of a 40-45-year-old man. They consisted of ceramic vessels, 
weaponry – bronze arrowheads, spearheads, an iron dagger, a wooden scabbard with gold casing, etc.
Early Iron Age (First half of the 7th century BC)
NAIM-BAS
Тончева 1976; Tončeva 1980
KC

Cat. № 617
Dagger

Iron, gold
L – 42 cm; W – 3 cm; T – 1 cm; 
L (handle) – 3 cm; L (blade) – 27 cm

The dagger is of so-called Kimmerian 
type. It is hammered out of iron. 
The blade is a rectangular plate with 
sharpened cutting edges. The handle 
has a rectangular cross-section and 
terminates in an expansion. The 

dagger is decorated with thin gold 
twisted wire.
Inv. № 8265
Тончева 1976, 52, Обр. 1, 5в; Tončeva 
1980, 19, Pl. XII.1

Cat. No 618
Sheath 

Gold, amber
L – 20.5 cm; W – 4.4 cm
It is made of a thick gold double-
curved parallelepiped-shaped plate. 

The back is arched-curved. The back 
plate is riveted at both ends. The front 
side is decorated with three embossed 
four-leaf rosettes, circles and semi-
circles. Some of the amber beads inlaid 
in them are preserved. The decoration 

was formed by using the techniques 
of pseudo-philigrane, au repoussé and 
inlay.
Inv. № 8268
Тончева 1976, 53, Обр. 3; Tončeva 
1980, 19, Pl. XII.3a, 3b
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Бронзова „рогата“ рапира от Овча могила, Велико Търновско. XV-XIV в. пр. Хр.  
РИМ Велико Търново

Mycenaean-type bronze rapier with horned handguard from Ovcha Mogila, Veliko Tarnovo region, 15th/14th cent. BC.  
RMH Veliko Tarnovo
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Керамичен съд. Ада тепе. Късна бронзова епоха. РИМ Кърджали 

Ceramic vase. Ada Tepe. Late Bronze Age. RMH Kardzhali 





Слитък от мед с форма на разпъната бича кожа от района на Каменово, Разградско.  
Късна бронзова епоха. РИМ Варна 

Copper ox-hide ingot from Kamenovo, Razgrad region. Late Bronze Age. RMH Varna



Златен диск от Вълчитрънското  
съкровище. Детайл. НАИМ

Gold disk from Valchitran treasure.  
Detail. NAIM
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