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    Preface   

  This Handbook in the Oxford series covers an area and period that have produced much 
spectacular new evidence in recent years. Th e enormous volume of new publications in all 
parts of Europe makes it ever harder to keep up with the progress of research, in the Bronze 
Age as in so many other periods. Th e authors in this volume, all experts in their fi eld, have 
provided overviews of the topics assigned them which, it is hoped, will go some way to make 
it easier for students, specialists, and the interested layperson to get up to date with the latest 
information in the fi eld. 

 A range of sources are used for the illustrations. Wherever possible, permission to repro-
duce copyright material has been obtained from the copyright holder, to whom we off er 
thanks. In a few cases this was not possible, because the author was dead, the publishing 
house defunct, or for similar reasons. Every eff ort has been made to obtain permission in all 
other cases, but should there be any errors or omissions, we would be pleased to insert the 
appropriate acknowledgement in any subsequent edition of this publication. Where com-
posite illustrations are involved, making use of many small images, these have been redrawn 
aft er the original publication, the source of which is cited. 

 Th e authors of  Chapter  5     would like to thank Simone Lemmers (University of Leiden) for 
collecting many of the articles drawn upon therein, Julie Allec for translating a number of 
papers, and Tim Earle and Marie Louise Sørensen for allowing them to read relevant chap-
ters of their recent volume prior to publication. 

 Regarding  Chapter  10    , the Beaker People Project is funded by the UK’s Arts and 
Humanities Research Council. Isotopic analytical work has been undertaken for it at the 
Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology in Leipzig (Germany), the University 
of Bradford (UK), and the NERC Isotope Geosciences Laboratory in Nottingham (UK). 
Isotope analyses have involved Mike Richards (Max Planck Institute and Durham 
University), Maura Pellegrini (Bradford), and Jane Evans (NIGL), as well as the authors. 

 Th e authors of  Chapter  11     are grateful to Sheila Kohring for suggesting useful references 
on social complexity and chiefdoms outside the literature on the European Bronze Age, and 
to Alexander Verpoorte and the editors for many helpful comments on an earlier draft . 

 Th e author of  Chapter  16     would like to thank Pedro Andres Garzon, Anthony Harding, 
and Harry Fokkens for valuable suggestions. Th e translation is by Terry Newenham and 
Elena Lionnet. 

 For readily providing them with large amounts of unpublished data, the authors of 
 Chapter  19     give special thanks to Angela Kreuz (Wiesbaden), H. Kroll (Kiel), and Ferenc 
Gyulai (Gödöllö). Further thanks go to L. Bouby (Montpellier), C. Brombacher (Basel), 
G. Campbell (Fort Cumberland), F. Green (Lymington), M. Hajnalová (Nitra), A. Hall 
(York), M. Kohler-Schneider (Vienna), T. Märkle (Gaienhofen), E. Marinova (Leuven), 
A. M. Mercuri (Modena), A. Mueller-Bieniek (Kraków), G. A. Pashkevich (Kishinev), 
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vi   preface

G. Pérez Jordà (Valencia), M. Rottoli (Como), L. Sadori (Rome), U. Töchterle (Innsbruck), 
S. M. Valamoti (Th essaloniki), and M. van der Veen (Leicester). 

 Th e author of  Chapter  22     would like to thank Professor Albrecht Jockenhövel, who kindly 
allowed her access to his collection of publications on the topic, read draft s of the text, and 
made helpful comments. 

 Th anks are due to the staff  at Oxford University Press, in particular Hilary O’Shea 
 (commissioning editor), Taryn Das Neves, and Cathryn Steele, for their help in producing 
the volume. We also thank Richard Mason for his professional and effi  cient editing of the 
manuscript, which has greatly improved the quality and hastened the production of the 
book. Th e editors are indebted to Carolien Fokke and Corijanne Neeleman, who formatted 
the typescripts and checked the bibliographies for each chapter, and to a number of post-
graduate students at Exeter University who assisted with improving the translations of 
 articles in languages other than English. 

 Anthony Harding and Harry Fokkens 
 May 2012         
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