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Prof. Dr. Isabel Heinemann  WWU Münster 
Sommersemester 2018 Historisches Seminar 
  

“The Politics of Reproduction”:  

Reproduktives Entscheiden in den USA des 20. Jahrhunderts 

 Freitag, 10.00-12.00, Fürstenberghaus - F 153 (11.5.: Orléans-Ring 12 - SRZ 19) 

Seminarplan 

 

13.04.2018:  1) Introduction: Race and Class as Markers in the Discourse on Wom-
en’s Reproductive Rights 

 

20.04.2018:  2) The Politics of Reproduction: From Reproductive Choice to Repro-
ductive Rights 

Grundlagentext: 

Solinger, Rickie: What is Reproductive Politics?, in: Ibid., Pregnancy and Power: A Short His-
tory of the Reproductive Politics in America, New York / London 2005, pp. 1-25. 

 

27.04.2018:  3) Margaret Sanger, the Early Birth Control Movement and the  
Question of Eugenics 

Grundlagentext: 

Ordover, Nancy: Margaret Sanger and the Eugenic Compact, in: Dies.: American Eugenics. 
Race, Queer Anatomy, and the Science of Nationalism, Minneapolis 2003, pp. 137-158. 

Weitere Literatur: 

McCann, Carole R.: Birth Control Politics in the United States 1916-1945, Ithaca 1994. 

Frank, Angela: Margaret Sanger’s Eugenic Legacy: The Control of Female Fertility, Jefferson 
2005.  

Chesler, Ellen: Woman of Valor: Margaret Sanger and the Birth Control Movement in Ameri-
can, New York 2007 (First Edition 1992). 

Quellen:  

Sanger Papers <http://www.nyu.edu/projects/sanger/>, Birth Control Review 
<http://birthcontrolreview.net/ (online) 

 

4.5.2018: 4) Paul B. Popenoe: Eugenics and Marriage Counseling 

Grundlagentext: 

Ladd-Taylor, Molly: Eugenics, Sterilization and the Modern Marriage in the USA. The Strange 
Career of Paul Popenoe, in: Gender and History 13 (2001), Nr. 2, pp. 298-327. 
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Weitere Literatur: 

Stern, Alexandra Minna: Eugenic Nation. Faults and Frontiers of Better Breeding in Modern 
America, Berkeley 2005, pp. 151-181. 

Quellen:  

Journal “Family Life” 

Popenoe, Paul B.: Divorce and Remarriage from a Eugenic Point of View, in: Social Forces 12 
(1933), Nr. 1, S. 48-50. 

Popenoe, Paul B.: Marriage Is What You Make It, The Macmillan Company, New York 1950. 

Popenoe, Paul B.: Eugenics and Family Relations, in: Journal of Heredity 31 (1940), Nr. 12, S. 
532-536. 

Popenoe, Paul P. / Disney, Dorothy Cameron: Can this Marriage be Saved?, New York 1960. 

Popenoe, Paul B.: The Institute of Family Relations, Journal of Home Economics 22 (1930), 
Nr. 11, S. 906-907. 

 

11.5.2018: 5) The Pill: Birth Control and Population Control 

Grundlagentext: 

Watkins, Elizabeth Siegel: Sex, Population, and the Pill, in: Ibid., On the Pill. A Social History 
of Oral Contraceptives, 1950-1970, Baltimore 1998, pp. 53-71. 

Weitere Literatur: 

Tone, Andrea: Devices and Desires. A History of Contraceptives in America, New York 2002.  

Tyler May, Elaine: America and the Pill. A History of the Promise, Peril, and Liberation, New 
York 2010  

Eig, Jonathan: The Birth of the Pill: How Four Crusaders Reinvented Sex and Launched a Rev-
olution, New York 2014. 

Briggs, Laura: Reproducing Empire: Race, Sex Science, and U.S. Imperialism in Puerto Rico, 
Los Angeles 2002.  

Marsh, Margaret / Wanner, Ronda: The Fertility Doctor: John Rock and the Reproductive 
Revolution. Baltimore 2008. 

 

18.5.2018: 6) Eugenic Sterilizations: 

Grundlagentext: 

Schoen, Johanna: Choice and Coercion. Women and the Politics of Sterilization in NorthCaro-
lina, 1929-1975, in: Journal of Women’s History 13 (2001), Nr. 1, pp. 132-156. 

Weitere Literatur: 

Schoen, Johanna: “Re-Assessing Eugenic Sterilization: The Case of North Carolina,” in: A Cen-
tury of Eugenics in America: From the Indiana Experiment to the Human Genome Era, ed. by 
Paul Lombardo (University of Indiana Press, 2010). 
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Kluchin, Rebecca M.: Fit to Be Tied. Sterilization and Reproductive Rights in America, 1950-
1980, New Brunswick / London 2011. 

Kluchin, Rebecca M.: Locating the Voices of the Sterilized, in: The Public Historian 29 (2007), 
Nr. 3, S. 131-144.  

Quellen: Examples from North Carolina, based on research by historian Johanna Schoen 

http://www.journalnow.com/specialreports/againsttheirwill/) 

http://www.msnbc.com/all/eugenic-sterilization-victims-belated-justice 

http://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/local/article9068186.html 

 

25.05.2018: Pfingsten 

 

01.06.2018: 7) African American Women and Birth Control: Double Jeopardy and 
Black Genocide (Orléans-Ring 12 – SRZ 105) 

Grundlagentext: 

Nelson, Jennifer: “An act of valor for a woman need not take place inside of her”: Black 
women, feminism, and reproductive rights, in: Nelson, Jennifer: Women of Color and the 
Reproductive Rights Movement, New York 2003, pp. 55-83. 

Weitere Literatur: 

Patterson, James T.: Freedom is not Enough. The Moynihan Report and America’s Struggle 
over Black Family Life from LBJ to Obama, New York 2010. 

Estes, Steve: I am a Man! Race, Manhood, and the Civil Rights Movement, Chapel Hill 2005. 

Silliman, Jael et al.: Undivided Rights: Women of Color Organize for Reproductive Justice, 
Cambridge, MA. 2004. 

Roth, Benita: Separate Roads to Feminism. Black, Chicana, and White Feminist Movements 
in America’s Second Wave. Cambridge 2004 

Quellen: 

Beale, “Double Jeopardy” and Robinson, Patricia: Poor Black Women, Boston 1968. Both in: 
Albert, Judith C. / Albert, Stewart E. (Hg.): The Sixties Papers. Documents of a Rebellious 
Decade, Westport, CT/ London 1984, S. 481-483. Online unter 
<http://library.duke.edu/digitalcollections/wlmpc_wlmms01008/ 

Birth Control Pills and Black Children: The Sisters Reply, September 11, 1968, in: Albert / Al-
bert, Sixties Papers, S. 478-480 

Rainwater, Lee / Yancey, William (Hg.): The Moynihan Report and the Politics of Controversy. 
A Trans-Action Social Science and Public Policy Report. Including the Full Text of The Negro 
Family. The Case for National Action by Daniel P. Moynihan, Cambridge / London, 1967.  

 

08.06.2018: - entfällt – 

 

http://www.journalnow.com/specialreports/againsttheirwill/
http://www.msnbc.com/all/eugenic-sterilization-victims-belated-justice
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/local/article9068186.html
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15.06.2018: 8) The Women’s Movement and the Fight for Legalized Abortion  

Grundlagentext: 

Solinger, Rickie: The Human Rights Era: The Rise of Choice, the Contours of Backlash, 1960-
1980, in: Ibid., Pregnancy and Power: A Short History of the Reproductive Politics in America, 
New York / London 2005., pp. 163-208. 

Weitere Literatur: 

Faludi, Susan: Backlash: The Undeclared War Against Americans Women, New York 1991. 

Kline, Wendy: Bodies of Knowledge. Sexuality, Reproduction, and Women’s Health in the 
Second Wave, Chicago 2010. 

Cline, David P.: Creating Choice. A Community Responds to the Need for Abortion and Birth 
Control, 1961-1973, New York 2006.  

Critchlow, T. Donald: Intended Consequences. Birth Control, Abortion, and the Federal Gov-
ernment in Modern America, New York 1999.  

Marx Ferree, Myra et al.: Shaping Abortion Discourse. Democracy and the Public Sphere in 
Germany and the United States, Cambridge 2001.  

Solinger, Rickie (Hg.): Abortion Wars. A Half Century of Struggle, 1950-2000, Berkeley 1998.  

Reagan, Leslie: When Abortion was a Crime. Women, Medicine, and Law in the United States 
1867-1973, Berkeley 1997. 

Quellen: 

NOW (National Organisation of Women) digital reQuellen <now.org> 

Friedan, Betty: Friedan, Betty: The Feminine Mystique, New York 1963 

 

22.06.2018: 9) Anti-Abortion Protests of the 1980s 

Grundlagentext: 

Hale, Grace E.: A Nation of Outsiders: How the White Middle Class Fell in Love With Rebel-
lion in Postwar America, Oxford / New York 2011, pp.  

Weitere Literatur: 

Schoen, Johanna: Abortion before Roe, New York 2016. 

Williams, Daniel K.: Defenders of the Unborn: The Pro-Life Movement before Roe v. Wade, 
New York 2016. 

Blanchard, Dallas A.: The Anti-Abortion Movement and the Rise of the Religious Right: From 
Polite to Fiery Protest, New York 1994 

Jefferis, Jennifer L.: Armed for Life: The Army of God and Anti-Abortion Terror in the United 
States. Santa Barbara 2011.  

Quellen: 

Ronald Reagan, Abortion and the Conscience of the Nation, Nashville 1984, überarbeitete 
Neuausgabe Sacramento, CA 2001. 

Eagle Forum (available online: http://eagleforum.org) 

http://eagleforum.org/


5 

 

29.06.2018: 10) The Women’s Health Movement: From “Our Bodies, Ourselves” to 
Human Rights 

Grundlagentext: 

Kline, Wendy: Transforming Knowledge, The Making of “Our Bodies, Ourselves”, in: Ibid., 
Bodies of Knowledge. Sexuality, Reproduction, and Women’s Health in the Second Wave, 
Chicago 2010, pp. 9-40.  

Weitere Literatur: 

Davis, Kathy: The Making of Our Bodies, Ourselves. How Feminism Travels Across Borders, 
Durham 2008. 

Kline, Wendy: Bodies of Knowledge. Sexuality, Reproduction, and Women’s Health in the 
Second Wave, Chicago 2010.  

 

06.07.2018: 11) The Women of Color Reproductive Freedom Movement  

Grundlagentext: 

Nelson, Jennifer: ‘All this that has happened to me shouldn’t happen to nobody else’: Loretta 
Ross and the Women of Color Reproductive Freedom Movement of the 1980s, in: The Jour-
nal of Women’s History, 22:3 (2010). 

Weitere Literatur: 

Nelson, Alondra: Body and Soul: The Black Panther Party and the Fight against Medical Dis-
crimination, Minneapolis 2011. 

Nelson, Jennifer: More Than Medicine. A History of the Feminist Women’s Health Move-
ment. New York 2015. 

Nelson, Jennifer: Women of Color and the Reproductive Rights Movement, New York 2003. 

Quellen:  

Voices of Feminism Oral History Project (digitally available) 

For example: Byllye Y. Avery, interviewed by Loretta Ross, 21-22.7.2005, Voices of Feminism 
oral History Project, Sophia Smith Collection, Smith College, Northampton, MA  

Trigg, Mary K. / Bernstein, Alison R. (eds..): Junctures in Women’s Leadership: Social Move-
ments, New Brunswick, N. J. 2016 

 

13.7.2018: 12) Same Sex Couples and Assisted Reproductive Technologies 

Grundlagentext: 

Wird noch bekannt gegeben. 
 
Weitere Literatur: 

Knecht, Michi / Klotz, Maren / Beck, Stefan (eds.), Reproductive Technologies as Global 
Form. Ethnographies of Knowledge, Practices and Transational Encounters, Frankfurt a.M. / 
New York 2012. 
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Klotz, Maren: Wayward Relations: Novel Searches of the Donor-Conceived for Genetic Kin-
ship. Medical Anthropology. Cross-Cultural Studies in Health and Illness 35 (1) 2015, pp.45-
57. 

Beck-Gernsheim, Elisabeth: The Post-Career Mom: Reproductive Technology and the Prom-
ise of Reproductive Choice. In: Gijs Beets/Joop Schippers/Egbert R. te Velde (Hg.): The Future 
of Motherhood in Western Societies: Late Fertility and its Consequences. Springer: Heidel-
berg u.a. 2011, pp. 149-158. 

Becker, Gay: The Elusive Embryo: How Women and Men Approach New Reproductive Tech-
nologies, Berkeley 2000. 

 

20.07.2018: - Prüfungswoche -  


