
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Organization 

Dr. Samuel Pomeroy 
Humboldt Research Fellow 
 
WWU Münster 
Faculty of Catholic Theology 
Origen Research Center 
 
 
 
 
Contact 

Domplatz 23 
D-48143 Münster 
 
phone: 0049-251-83-24937 
email: pomeroy@uni-muenster.de 

 
 
 

The Political and the Demonic: 
Imaginations of Subject and Collectivity 

in Abrahamic Traditions 
 

 

 

 

Conference at Münster University 

Origen Research Center 

9-11 February 2023 

Venue: Fürstenberghaus-Haus, Room F 040 
Domplatz 20-22, 48143 Münster 



 
The Political and the Demonic: 

Imaginations of Subject and Collectivity in 
Abrahamic Traditions 

 

Keynote Lecture 

Thursday, 9 February 2023 

 

18.00–19.30 Marika ROSE, Winchester 

 The Father’s Fault: Sovereignty, Frater-
nity and Demonology 

20.00 Conference Dinner  

(Cho & Riso) 

 

Friday, 10 February 2023 

 

Session I. Demonic Order: Fate, Sacrifice, and City 

9.30-10.30 Riemer ROUKEMA, Groningen  

 Sacrifice, Law, and Demon in Origen’s 
Debate with Celsus 

10.30-11.30  Maria MUNKHOLT, Bonn 

 Demonology, Freedom, and Asceticism 
in Late Antiquity 

11.30-12.30  Paul NEUENKIRCHEN, Bern 

 Fighting Demons in the Qur'an in the 
Context of Late Antique Piety 

 

12.30-14.30  Lunch (Marktcafé) 

 

 

Session II. Demonic Enemies: Discourses of Ideal Government 

14.30-15.30 Mattia GERETTO, Milan 

 Leibniz’s Cosmopolitical Angelology 

15.30-16.30  Sophie LUNN-ROCKLIFFE, Cambridge 

 Diabolical Heresy and Late Roman Law 

16.30-17.30  Shlomi EFRATI, Leuven 

 The Angels of the Nations and the Giv-
ing of the Law(s): Jewish, “Gnostic”, and 
Greco-Roman Perspectives 

18.00  Conference Dinner 

 (Pinkus Müller) 

 

Saturday, 11 February 2023 

 

Session III. Demonic Legitimation: Political Philosophy, 

Theology, and History  

9.00-10.00 Antonio VARGAS, Brasília 

 Proclus, Allegorical Interpretation, De-
monology 

10.00-11.00 Jean-Claude MONOD, Paris 

 Hobbes’ Approach to the Demonic and 
its Reception in Schmitt and Strauss 

11.00-12.00 Matteo CAVALLERI, Bologna 

 The time of the Demon versus the Time 
of the God. Politics, history, freedom, 
and Prophecy in the thought of Mario 
Tronti 

12.00-12.30 Conclusions 
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