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PhD in the Study of Religions (Dr. phil.), University of Berne, Switzerl.
1991

MA in Religious Studies (Licentiam in Scientiis Religiosis), University of


Fribourg, Switzerland
1979-82 
Degree at the Academy of Vedanta and Sanskrit, Sandeepany West, 
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Current and Previous Roles

1998-2013f
Professor for the Study of Religion and head of the department of the Study of Religions, University of Muenster (WWU), Germany
2012-2013f
Member of the Cluster of Excellency “Religion and Politics” at the WWU 

2012-2017
Head of EXC-project C2-20 “Global Hinduism – The Chinmaya Mission in India and around the world” in the cooperation group “Transfer between World Religions” of the Cluster of Excellency “Religion and Politics”
2002-2013f
Heading BA, MA, and PhD degree course in the Study of Religions

2002-2013f
Member of the board of directors of the Centre of Religious Studies, University of Muenster, Germany
2011
Guest professor at the University of Salzburg, Austria

2006-2010
Head of DFG-project (German Research Society) “The Parasurama-Kalpasutra and its continuations in the commentary traditions (ann. edition, first translation, ritual analysis)” (“Vertextete Riten: Das Parasurama-Kalpasutra und seine ‘Weiterschreibungen’  in der Rezeptionsgeschichte”)
2006
Guest professor at the University of Uppsala, Sweden

1995-98
Lecturer at the Universities Zurich, Lucerne, and Muenster
1992-98
Assistant Professor for the Study of Religion, University of Berne, Switzerland
Research Areas

Method and theory in the study of religion; ritual and performance studies; aesthetics of religion/religion and the senses (“Religionsästhetik”); intercultural transfers; contemporary individualized religion/ modern spirituality; studies in mysticism;

South Asian religions/ Hindu traditions past and present: goddess veneration, Tantra, Vedanta, Tamil Hindu diaspora, modern global Hinduism, sensory mediation (festivals, rituals, audible and visual culture)
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