How can we conceptualize the relationship between the cos-
mos, the experience of transcendence, and the human individ-
ual? Do standard models like monism or theism, and standard
alternatives like personalism and impersonalism provide us with
an appropriate understanding of this relationship? From a
Christian perspective it is already possible to understand the
concepts of personality and impersonality as extreme demarca-
tions within an analogical way of thinking. The Semitic, Euro-
pean and Asian traditions provide us with concepts and imagi-
native models for characterizing religions and their respective
concepts of transcendence. Many of opposing classifications
and many of these systematic concepts (e.g. all-encompassing
unity, monism, pan-en-theism, theism) emerged out of a Euro-
pean context from the point of view of the European scientific
tradition. The relations between God/divine, world and human
are being more differentiated, plural and complex than the
statements of the European discussion seems to suggest if they
assume simple oppositions of theistic duality and monistic
identification or personality and impersonality. Thus, the main
question of the conference is how religious transcendence is
exposed in different modes, and how these plurality of modes
can be compared between different religious systems/galaxies
of meaning? Is Hindu thinking about brahman expressed in mo-
nistic traditions necessarily apersonal? In which sense do nir-
vana or Sinyatd denote an ultimate reality? Which concepts of
relationality of transcendence in Indian theistic traditions
(Ka$mir Saivism and different theistic traditions of Vedanta) are
developed?

Sie sind freundlich eingeladen.

Prilat Dr. Peter Klasvogt
Akademiedirektor

Prof. Dr. Dr. Bernhard Nitsche
Universitdt Miinster

Dr. Marcus Schmiicker
IKGA, Wien

Dr. Ulrich Dickmann
Stv. Akademiedirektor

Twin-Conference I/

Thursday, 30.06.2016

17:00  Lecturer meet-and-greet

1800  Dinner
l. Opening

19:00  Marcus Schmiicker: Welcome to the conference: Con-
cerns in dialogue and interests in research

19:20  Bernhard Nitsche: Types of Identity and Difference in
Christian thought

20:00  Francis Clooney: Karma and True Religion: When Is God
(Un)necessary?

21:00  Discussion

21:30  Open meeting

Friday, 01.07.2016

08:00

09:00

09:10

09:50

10:00

10:40
10:50

11:20

12:00
12:10

13:00

14:30
14:40

Breakfast

Il. Identity (abheda) and Difference (bheda) in so-
called Indian monism
Brad Bannon: Moderation

Godabarisha Misra: Ontological interpretation of
Sankara and the question of monism

Requests

Anantanand Rambachan: Gnoseological interpretation of

Sankara. The relationality of saguna brahman and
nirguna brahman

Requests

Coffee Break

Gary Tubb: Sankara und Bhaskara. Personal vs. imper-
sonal aspects of the self against the background of
Bhaskara’s Doctrine of Identity and Difference
Requests

Panel-Discussion in plenary

Lunch

I1l. Theistic concepts of Kasmir Saiva tradition
Marcus Schmiicker: Moderation

John Nemec: Siva’s claim to identity: Can personalism in
a theistic tradition of a strict identity survive? (Kasmir
Saivism)

15:20

15:30
16:00

16:40
16:50

17:30

17:45
18:00

19:00

Requests
Coffee and cake

Timothy Cahill: Aesthetic experience (rasa, camat-
kara) as mediator between personal and imper-
sonal transcendence

Requests

Michelle Voss Roberts: Shades of Difference: Limi-
tation, Individuality, and Transcendence in
Abhinavagupta's Saivism

Requests

Break

Fishbowl| discussion in plenary. Starting with crit-
ical remarks from a Christian perspective by
Fabian Volker

Indian Buffet

Saturday, 02.07.2016

08:00

09:00

09:10

09:50

10:05

10:45
11:00

11:30

12:10
12:25
13:00
14:30
14:40

Breakfast

IV. Theistic concepts of Vedanta
Bernhard Nitsche: Moderation

Marcus Schmiicker: Difference and inseparability
as key-concepts for the relation of a personal
God to his World (Visistadvaita Vedanta)
Requests

Steven P. Hopkins: Theology in Poetry: Divinity,
Humanity, and the Natural World in
Venkatanatha's Hamsasande$a and its Srivaisnava
Commentaries

Requests
Coffee Break

Noel Sheth: The Bhedabheda (difference and non-
difference) of Nimbarka

Requests

Discussion

Lunch

Daniel Rumel: Moderation

Robert J. Zydenbos: Madhvas concept of divine
personality/personalism



15:20  Requests
15:30  Coffee and Cake

15:50  Gérard Colas: God and soul as persons: similar, never-
theless different

16:30  Requests

16:40  Christine Biichner: How can Christian Theology be in
resonance with Hinduist Theologies

17:10  Requests

17:220  Plenary Discussion

18:00  Francis Clooney: A Review of the conference - Insights
from and Perspectives for Comparative Theology

18:20  Marcus Schmiicker, Bernhard Nitsche: Thanks and leave-
taking

18:30  Dinner/ End of Twin-Conference

Tagungsleitung:

Prof. Dr. Dr. Bernhard Nitsche, Universitat Minster
Dr. Marcus Schmicker, IKGA, Wien

Dr. Ulrich Dickmann, Katholische Akademie Schwerte

Tagungssekretariat fiir diese Tagung:
Manuela Siepmann, Telefon: 02304 477-153,
siepmann@akademie-schwerte.de

Montag bis Donnerstag, 08:00-12:00 Uhr
Freitag, 08:00-11:30 Uhr

TG.-NR.: UO5SCRR012

Ihre Anmeldung erbitten wir auf elektronischem Wege iiber
den Programmbaustein unserer Homepage unter
www.akademie-schwerte.de

Anmeldeschluss: 16. Mai 2016

Bestitigung:
Wir bestitigen die Annahme Ihrer Anmeldung. Reisen Sie bitte
nicht an, wenn Sie ohne Bestatigung geblieben sind.

Kosten:
Teilnahmebeitrag pro Person
- inkl. Verpflegung und Unterkunft:
EZ 196 /DZ 172 (116 / 104) €
- inkl. Verpflegung, ohne Unterkunft: 114 (75) €

Die Beitrage fiir Teilnehmer/-innen, die ErmaRigungen in An-
spruch nehmen kénnen, stehen in Klammern. ErmaRigungen sind
vorgesehen fir: in Erstausbildung Stehende und Studierende (bis
zum 35. Lebensjahr).

Teilleistungen, die nicht in Anspruch genommen werden,
koénnen nicht abgezogen werden, weil die Berechnungen auf
einer Pauschalkalkulation beruhen.

Ausfallkosten:

- bei Riicktritt bis zum 16.05.2016: keine

- bei Riicktritt vom 17.05. bis 29.06.2016: 50 %

- bei Riicktritt / Nichtteilnahme nach dem 30.06.2016: 100 %

Stornierungen sind ausschlieBlich an das zusténdige Tagungssek-
retariat zu richten und bedirfen der Schriftform.

Zahlungsweise:
Die Begleichung des Teilnahmebeitrags erfolgt durch Lastschrift-
verfahren. Der Beitrag wird erst nach Tagungsbeginn eingezogen.

Katholische Akademie Schwerte
Kardinal-Jaeger-Haus

Bergerhofweg 24, 58239 Schwerte

Postfach 1429, 58209 Schwerte

Telefon: 02304 477-0, Telefax: 02304 477-599
info@akademie-schwerte.de
www.akademie-schwerte.de
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Kooperationspartner und Férderer:
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