Pedagogical diagnostics of teachers as part of the transition from primary to secondary
school
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In Germany, the transition to secondary school is of particular importance for children with
special educational needs (SEN). It is not only the decision for a secondary school type but
also implies the choice between an inclusive or a special school. However, the choice of a
special instead of an inclusive school is associated with reduced career opportunities (Klemm,
2010).

Teachers play a crucial role in this transition as they advise parents. Therefore, they should
base their recommendations on high-quality diagnostics. Studies on the quality of diagnostics
for students with SEN currently focus on the procedures used to determine SEN (e.g. Gaster-
stadt et al., 2020). For example, the “Prifauftrag zur Feststellungsdiagnostik” in NRW revealed
that different and varying numbers of diagnostic methods were used (Timmermann, 2024).
Similar findings can be expected at the transition to secondary school.

The presentation examines the diagnostic methods used in the context of transition. The data
basis consists of 31 guided interviews from the DFG project “SeGeL”. Using a content analysis
(Kuckartz & Réadiker, 2024) the presentation aims to provide answers to the question what kind
of diagnostic methods seem to be relevant from a teacher’s perspective when it comes to
transition at the end of an inclusive schooling in primary school. The data was ana-
lyzed both across cases and by comparing cases. According to initial analyses, informal diag-
nostics play an overriding role in the recommendation. Across all cases, this primarily includes
non-standardized observations but the diversity of methods varies between the cases.
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