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Call for Presentations
NOSTER Spring Conference, 15-17 April 2026

NB: Deadline for submitting presentation proposals is 17 December 2025

The Netherlands School for Advanced Studies in Theology and Religion (NOSTER) is
delighted to announce its 2026 Spring Conference, organized in cooperation with
the Centrum fiir Geschichte und Kultur des 6stlichen Mittelmeerraums (GKM) in Minster.
This three-day conference offers PhD candidates and MA students a valuable opportunity to
engage with peers from across the Netherlands, attend inspiring workshops on a range of
topics, and receive constructive feedback on their own research.

The conference has no fixed theme—participants are warmly invited to present their current
or prospective projects, fostering an open and interdisciplinary exchange of ideas.

Presentations will be held in two formats: Conference Presentations and Senior Peer
Reviews.

Join us in Minster for three days of academic dialogue, collaboration, and inspiration!

Conference Presentation, 45 min (20 min presentation, 25 min discussion)

For: Those who wish to practice their academic conference skills by presenting a paper with a
clear question/hypothesis and argument, together with a specific request for feedback on
argumentation, methodology, presentation skills and/or any other aspect of the presentation.
This format is consistent with an academic conference presentation; in contrast to a
presentation in a Senior Peer Review session, other participants will not read your paper in
advance.

Aim: practicing a conference presentation, tailored to your specific needs.

Senior Peer Review, 60 min (10 min presentation, 20 min review, 30 min discussion)

For: PhD candidates (or advanced ReMA students) who are in the final stages of their thesis
or dissertation. They will submit a prefinal draft of an article or book chapter (max. 20
pages). NOSTER will invite a senior scholar who will join the session to critically review the
paper. Participants are welcome to submit names of scholars whom they would like us to
invite, but we can also help them identify suitable conversation partners. This format is
intended for junior members who have completed substantial, high-quality work. The setup is
similar to that of a book review session at an academic conference and can serve as useful
preparation for a public thesis defense.

Aim: to submit advanced work to close scrutiny by a senior scholar in the field (and peers).

Want to present during the Spring Conference? Please follow these steps:

STEP 1 Make sure you have registered for the Spring Conference.

STEP 2 Submit your proposal via email to noster@ru.nl by 17 December 2025 at the latest.


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSecoACv_plqlr8Zt6MkC392eym8aQO_XlF0Vt9X8iUQGM8enw/viewform?usp=header
mailto:noster@ru.nl

Each type of presentation requires a title and a preliminary abstract (max. 300 words).
Abstracts can be updated or reuploaded until February 29 2026. If we don’t receive an update,
we will assume your preliminary abstract is your final abstract. For a Conference Presentation,
explain on what aspect(s) you wish to receive feedback; for a Senior Peer Review,
please either suggest a senior researcher from The Netherlands or Miinster University (who
are not already involved with your project) or indicate that NOSTER can approach a relevant
scholar. NOSTER will invite one of these scholars to participate in your session.

STEP 3 Have you registered for a Senior Peer Review? Then please submit the text (max. 20
pages) that you would like to discuss by email to noster@ru.nl by 29 February 2026. We will
make your text available to participants and moderators only.

Preliminary Conference Programme

Wednesday 15 April - Haus der Niederlande

19:15 Conference Registration
20:00 Plenary Session: "The Study of Religion in Germany and the Netherlands"
21:30 Reception

Thursday 16 April - Schloss Mtinster

9:00 Plenary start

9:15 Parallel paper sessions
10:15 Three workshops
12:15 Lunch

13:30 Parallel paper sessions
14:30 Parallel paper sessions
16:00 Excursion in Minster
19:00 Dinner

Friday 17 April- Schloss Miinster

9:00 Senior peer review sessions

10:15 Plenary Session: “Social Forms of Religion” with Professor Dr. Phil. Astrid Reuter
12:30 Plenary closing

12:45 Lunch
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