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Muslim societies in Africa and the Problem of Binary Constructions of Society 

Prof. Dr. Roman Loimeier 

My presentation can be understood as being part of a larger “Anthropology of Islam” 

discussion which has been going on for the last sixty years and which has profited a lot 

from being anchored in a number of academic disciplines, in particular social 

anthropology, Islamic Studies, history, comparative religion and sociology. In my 

contribution, I will start out with one specific aspect of the “Anthropology of Islam” 

debate, namely, the “African Islam” vs. “Islam in Africa” debate and then move into more 

general considerations regarding the question as to how we can actually conceive 

Muslim societies in Africa and how we can escape binary constructions of society. 


