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The Cambridge History of Black and Asian British Writing provides a 
comprehensive historical overview of the diverse literary traditions impacting on 
this field’s evolution, from the eighteenth century to the present. Drawing on the 
expertise of over forty international experts, this book gathers innovative 
scholarship to look forward to new readings and perspectives, while also focusing 
on undervalued writers, texts, and research areas. Creating new pathways to 
engage with the naming of a field that has often been contested, readings of literary 
texts are interwoven throughout with key political, social, and material contexts. In 
making visible the diverse influences constituting past and contemporary British 
literary culture, this Cambridge History makes a unique contribution to British, 
Commonwealth, postcolonial, transnational, diasporic, and global literary studies, 
serving both as one of the first major reference works to cover four centuries of 
black and Asian British literary history and as a compass for future scholarship.
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Drawing on a rich lineage of anti-discriminatory scholarship, art, and 
activism, Locating African European Studies: Intersections, Interventions, 
Conversations engages with contemporary and historical African 
European formations, positionalities, politics, and cultural productions 
in Europe. African European Studies has emerged as a vibrant site for 
enunciating and responding to entanglements between two porous 
continents and their peoples. It embraces a diverse set of practices—by 
artists, writers, activists, students and academics, whose projects often 
challenge racism and prejudice. As such, African European Studies 
seeks to make visible historical and structural conditions that enable 
the reinscription of oppressive ideologies and the perpetuation of 
discriminatory practices. It pursues a research agenda that situates its 
anti-racist, pluralising impetus in relation to a critique of Europe’s 
current politics of contingent belonging.

Locating African European Studies reflects on the meanings, objectives, 
and contours of this field. Twenty-six activists, academics, and artists 
cover a wide range of topics, engaging with processes of affiliation, 
discrimination, and resistance. They negotiate the methodological 
foundations of the field, explore different meanings and politics of 
‘African’ and ‘European’, and investigate African European 
representations in literature, film, photography, art, and other media. In 
three thematic sections, the book focusses on:

• African European social and historical formations
• African European cultural production
• Decolonial academic practice

Locating African European Studies features innovative transdisciplinary 
research while gauging the field’s relationship to neighbouring 
disciplines, including Black Studies, Critical Whiteness Studies, African 
American Studies, Diaspora Studies, Postcolonial Studies, African 
Studies, History, and Social Sciences.
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