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• Connect to the SSID "GuestOnCampus" and start any web 
browser. You will be automatically redirected to the login page. Confirm the terms of 
use and click on "log in for free". Please note that the connection is not encrypted.
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WORKSHOP 1: S 1
Kinship and Civil War from 1861 to the Present
CHAIRS: Julius Greve (Oldenburg) | Sascha Pöhlmann (Dortmund)
SPEAKERS:
• Michael Hochgeschwender (Munich): American Catholic Integration Narratives after 

the Civil War 
• Dustin Breitenwischer (Hamburg): ‘It made us kin’: On Frederick Douglass’s Post-Civil 

War Rhetoric 
• Verena Adamik (Potsdam): Too Close for Comfort: White Incest Uniting the Nation in 

Dixon Jr. & Du Bois
• Cornelia Klecker (Innsbruck): Flyover Fictions and Civil War Metaphors: Political 

Polarization in the 21st-Century United States

WORKSHOP 2: S 2
Children, Childhood, and Critical Modalities of Kinship
CHAIRS: Layla Koch (Heidelberg) | Mahshid Mayar (Innsbruck)
SPEAKERS:
• Julia Faisst (Dortmund): Kid or Kin? Contestations of Racialized Belonging and Removal 

in Contemporary Novels of Migration
• Martina Koegeler-Abdi (Lund, Denmark): Children of the Enemy: The Role of Kinship in 

Reclaiming National and Emotional Belonging of 'Children Born of War'
• Annika Schadewaldt (Leipzig): Topsy-Turvy: The (Im)Possibilities of Interracial Kinship 

and the Figure of the Twin in William Melvin Kelley’s dem
• Madeline Zehnder (HU Berlin): Nineteenth-Century Child Readers and Settler-Colonial 

Networks of the Book

WORKSHOP 3: S 8
Migrant Mother & Her Kin: Picturing Displacement in U.S. Visual Culture
CHAIRS: Karsten Fitz (Passau) | Nicole Maruo-Schröder (Koblenz) 
Respondent: Astrid Böger (Hamburg)
SPEAKERS:
Grit Grigoleit-Richter (Passau): Racialized Visual Regimes: Latina Migrant Mothers at the 
Southern Border 
Anna Marta Marini (FU Berlin): ‘Your son quietly asks you when you are going home’: 
Multimodal Representation of Migrant Motherhood in The Waiting Game (2018)
Mona Raeisian (Marburg): Unkinning: Kinship, (in)-Visibility, and Coerced Sterilization of 
Migrant Women in No Más Bebés
Simon Schleusener (Erlangen-Nürnberg): Politics of (In-)Visibility: Social Photography, 
Kinship, and the Limits of Empathy



WORKSHOP 4: S 9
Sideways Kinships: Counter-Hierarchical Relations in American Studies
CHAIRS: Phillip James Grider (Duisburg-Essen) | Andrew Wildermuth (Erlangen-Nürnberg)
SPEAKERS:
• Can Aydin (Dresden): “I needed Jonny to be in the world”: Indigenous Kinship as Model 

for Authorship in Jonny Appleseed
• Sarah Earnshaw (KU Eichstätt-Ingolstadt): Common Struggle, Distinct Terrain: Solidarity, 

Autonomy, and Recomposing Class Power in Tech Worker Organizing
• Lukas Etter (Siegen): “To Sleep, Repose”: On the Logic of Community in Ann Plato’s 

“Lines” (1840) and Her Essays (1841)
• BJ Lillis (Omohundro Institute, Williamsburg, Virginia): ‘Straight Away Home’: Kinship, 

‘Conspiracy,’ and Enslaved Community Across and Against the Colonial Household 
• Sissi Möss (KU Eichstätt-Ingolstadt): “At My Feet?”: Horizontal Relations with Inuit Land 

as Modes of Resistance in Tanya Taqaq’s Split Tooth

WORKSHOP 5: Senatssaal
Adoption, (Re-)Kinning the Politics of Family in American Studies
CHAIR: Silke Hackenesch (Cologne)
SPEAKERS:
• Rosemarie Peña (Rutgers/BGHRA): Rekinning, Reculturation and the Archive
• Sabrina Thomas (Wisconsin-Madison, USA): The Waiting Child: Race and Responsibility 

for the Black Amerasian Children of Vietnam
• Atalie Gerhard (Saarland/Jena): Adoption versus Homecoming: Indigenous 

(Re)Constructions of Family in mother and Rose Quartz

WORKSHOP 6: S 055
Masculinity & Kinship: Intersections of Care, Social Justice, and Privilege
CHAIRS: Nathalie Aghoro (Munich) | Peter Hintz (Leipzig) | Stefan Schubert (Leipzig)
SPEAKERS:
Jan D. Kucharzewski (Mannheim): Killing for Kinship: Hunting, Violence, and Fraternal Care 
in Cooper and Melville
Johanna Kluger (Bonn): ‘The Guys Are My Family’: Kinship and Masculinity in the Popular 
Romance Novel
Kristina Seefeldt (Freiburg): Brotherhood Among Soldiers: Rescue on the Battlefield and 
Beyond
Florian Groß (Hannover): ‘I do it for the child of a child I will never meet. I do it for the 
land’: Serial Male Melodrama and Patrilinear Kinship in Yellowstone
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WORKSHOP 7: Senatssaal
Uncanny Kinship(s): Planetary Encounters in the USA
CHAIRS: Dominik Steinhilber (Konstanz) | Florian Wagner (Jena)
SPEAKERS:
• Jannis Buschky (Konstanz): The Space of the Nation or the Space of the Planet? 

Going Underground in Edwin Lanham’s Oil Novel Thunder in the Earth (1941)
• Loredana Filip (independent): The Uncanny Mundane: Clay, Earth, and Planetary 

Attention 
• Dominik Steinhilber (Konstanz): The Uncanny Roots of Black Selfhood: Unsettling 

Race and Ecology in Frederick Douglass’s Autobiographies

WORKSHOP 8: S 1
Kinship as Relationality, Relationality as Kinship: Inquiries into 
Contemporary Life Writing
CHAIRS: Stefanie Mueller (FU Berlin) |Katja Sarkowsky (Augsburg)
SPEAKERS:
• Svenja Engelmann-Kewitz (Düsseldorf): Confessional Kinship: Vulnerability and 

Relationality in Silicon Valley Life Writing 
• Helga Lenart-Cheng (St. Mary's, California): Platformed Kinship: Genetic 

Genealogy and Relationality in Contemporary Life Writing
• Dorothee Marx (Kiel): Choreographies of Care: Crip Kinship/Crip Authorship in 

Contemporary Disability Life Writing
• Frederike Offizier (Potsdam): Life Writing in and of the Disaster Landscapes

WORKSHOP 9: S 2
Queer Affective Kinships in Contemporary American Literature
CHAIRS: Lukas Hellmuth (Würzburg) | Anne Stellberger (Bayreuth)
SPEAKERS:
• Katharina Röder (Dortmund): “It is time to imagine.”: Chosen Family as a Means 

of Survival in Contemporary Dystopian Worlds
• Leonie Kratzenstein (Leipzig): Rural Queer Orphanhood: Exile in the City, Exile in 

the Camp
• Babette Tischleder (Göttingen): The Queer Art of Literary Taxidermy: Making 

Oddkin in/as Postmortem Fiction
• Nino Liam Töndury (Freiburg): The Art of Witnessing: Ekphrastic Encounters with 

Queer Affective Kinship in A Little Life



WORKSHOP 10: S 8
Formed Under Pressure: Kinship and the Planetary Technosphere
CHAIRS: Maxine Broich (KU Eichstätt-Ingolstadt) | Laura Cwalina (Düsseldorf)
SPEAKERS:
• Kylie Crane (Rostock): Thinking Kin with Fossil Fuels 
• Jens Temmen (Ingolstadt): "We're strong. We're fast. We don't break": 

Transhumanism and Synthetic Kinship in Alien: Earth
• Burak Sezer (Dortmund): Abyssal Kinship: Oceanic Cybernetics in Richard Powers’ 

Playground

WORKSHOP 11: S 055
Interdisciplinarity as Political & Pedagogical Kinship: MAGA’s 
Targeting of the Sciences and the Humanities 
CHAIRS: Michael Aaron Mason (Münster) |Michael Wong (Denver) |  

Yagmur Su Kolsal (Münster) 
SPEAKERS:
• Michael Mason (Münster): MAGA and the History of US Conservative Hostility to 

“Woke” Science
• Verena Wurth (Cologne): The EPA, Environmentalism, and the Pretence of Unification
• Meredith Shadwill (Georgia Northwestern Tech, USA): Interdisciplinarity Under 

Attack
• Ron Doel (Florida State, USA): Interdisciplinarity as Cooperative Practice: Political 

Insights from American Science in the Long Twentieth Century

WORKSHOP 12: S 9
The Scales of Queer Kinship: Contestations over (Anti-) Normativity
CHAIRS: Gero Bauer (Tübingen) |Cedric Essi (Zurich)
SPEAKERS:
• Gero Bauer (Tübingen): From Chosen Families to Microbial Cohabitation: The 

Conceptual Range and Potential Limits of Queer Kinship
• Anne Potjans (HU Berlin): Black/Female/Queer/Kin: (Im)Possible Junctions
• Katharina Motyl (Bonn): ‘Queer’ Enslaved Motherhood in Robert Jones, Jr.’s Novel 

The Prophets (2021)
• Sabrina Mittermeier (Kassel): (Un)Making Queer Kinship on Screen: Ryan Murphy, 

Homonormativity and American Television
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WORKSHOP 13: S 9
Narratives of Human/Animal Kinship Relations on Turtle Island
CHAIRS: Alisa Preusser (Potsdam) | Stefanie Schäfer (Mannheim)
SPEAKERS:
• Corina Wieser-Cox (Bremen): Imagined Indigeneity, Settler-Colonialism, and the Eco-

Erotics of Human/Animal Love in Ernesto Contreras’s I Dream in Another Language
• Stefan Benz (Bonn): Human/Animal Kinship as Sonic Practice: Inupiaq Relationality in 

Nasuġraq Rainey Hopson’s Young Adult Novel Eagle Drums (2023)
• Lisa Bölinger (Göttingen): Against Anthropomorphism: Speculative Kin-Making in 

Barbara Gowdy’s The White Bone
• Nicole Waller (Potsdam): Thinking Politics with Human-Animal Relations: Pluriverse, 

Blockade, Diaspora

WORKSHOP 14: Senatssaal
Autokinship: Mapping Kin-Like Relations within the Self in
American Culture and History 
CHAIRS: Mita Banerjee (Mainz) | Katie Jacques (Kassel)
SPEAKERS:
• Katie Jacques (Kassel): Toward a Theory of Autokinship: A Cultural-Historical

Perspective
• Matthias Heinrich Klestil (Innsbruck): Versional Narratives and Autokinship:

Quantum Aesthetics as Care of the Self in Micaiah Johnson’s The Space Between
Worlds

• Carmen Dexl (Regensburg): Performing Autokinship at Mature Age: Negotiating
Humanness in American Modern Dance

WORKSHOP 15: S 8
Transatlantic Kinship and Subalternity
CHAIRS: Anthony Chukwudumebi Obute (Tübingen) | Elena Furlanetto (Dortmund)
SPEAKERS:
• Elena Furlanetto (Dortmund): “An Epic that Repeats Itself”: The Black Atlantic and the Black

Mediterranean as Literary Kin
• Oluwadunni Talabi (Bremen): Black Atlantic Romantic Outlaws and Enlightenment Sensibility:

Piracy, Revolt and Civic/Moral Reckoning in Maxwell Philip’s Emmanuel Appadocca; or,
Blighted Life (1854)

• Estelle Krewiss (Münster): Oceanic Kinship by the Atlantic’s Shores in Jesmyn Ward’s Salvage
the Bones and Alexis Pauline Gumbs’ Undrowned

• Julia Schwarzmeier (Trier): Water, Kinship, & Passing in The Vanishing Half (2020) by Brit
Bennett



WORKSHOP 16: S 2
Remaking Kin with the Machines: Conceptualizing Relationality
in the Technological Age 
CHAIRS: Juliane Gamböck-Strätz (Marburg) |

Ruxandra Teodorescu (Erlangen-Nürnberg) 
SPEAKERS:
• Marlon Lieber (Frankfurt): Post-Oedipal Communism: Technology and Kinship in

ME O’Brien and Eman Abdelhadi’s Everything for Everyone
• Philipp Leonhardt (Innsbruck): Hearing Aids, Cochlear Implants and D/deaf

Cyborgs: A Return to Eugenics or the Hearing World?
• Andrin Albrecht (Jena): Per Machinam: Considering Artificial Intelligence as Kin-

Making Technology
• Karin Höpker (Konstanz): Embodied Machines, Attachment, and Emotional Labor in

Contemporary AI Fiction

WORKSHOP 17: S 1
Kinship, Community, and Belonging in Language Education 
CHAIRS: Silke Braselmann (Jena) | Ricardo Römhild (Bonn)
SPEAKERS:
• Meredith Shadwill (Georgia Northwestern Tech, USA): Teaching English as a

Second Language to Students in Appalachia
• Katharina Glas (Pontificia Universidad Católica de Valparaíso, Chile): (Relational)

Systems thinking for sustainability education in the EFL classroom: developing
experience-based interactive workshops

• Lorena Bickert (Würzburg): Teaching Ecological Kinship with the Broadway
Musical Hadestown

• Uwe Küchler (Tübingen): Kinship Across Boundaries and Differences: Teaching
Migration Narratives, Environmental Justice, and Belonging
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SCHLOSS: 
S 055 – lower level
S 1 – Ground floor, left wing
S 2 – 1st floor, left wing 
S 8 – 1st floor, right wing 
S 9 – 1st floor 
Senatssaal – 1st floor 
AULA 

 
–

 
 1st floor 

Schloss 

Festsaal 
Schlossplatz 5 
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Englisches Seminar
Johannisstr. 12-20 
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