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Advancing Religion 
and Development 
as a Transdisciplinary 
Research Field

Veranstaltung via Zoom
Meeting-ID: 697 0372 9942 

12. November 2026 
18 Uhr s.t. – 19:30 Uhr

Fürstenberghaus – F 104 

Kontakt: melek.goeksu@uni-muenster.de

Einladung der Professur Islam in der Sozialarbeit
zum Gastvortrag

Prof. Dr. Ignatius Swart
University of the Western Cape / 
Wittenberg Center for Advanced Studies 

What role does religion play in international development research and practice? The “turn to
religion” thesis describes a markedly increased interest in religion in development research,
policy, and practice. The lecture critically examines this thesis and asks what it means to
understand Religion and Development (RaD) as a transdisciplinary field. It also introduces the
book project The Elgar Companion to Religion and International Development – a current
undertaking that brings the field up to date and opens new thematic, epistemological, and
methodological pathways, including multireligious perspectives as well as voices from the
Global South and North, bringing them into dialogue.
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