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Abstract:

Open book decompositions have been intruduced by J. Alexander during his study
of branched coverings. Recently, open book decompositions attracted considerable
interest after E. Giroux discovered an intimate connection with contact structures on
manifolds of odd dimension. We present some results in this direction together with
an attempt to apply open book decompositions to Engel structures, a particular class
of plane fields on 4-manifolds.

Getränke und Speisen werden ab 16 Uhr im Foyer des Mathematischen Instituts im
Zuge der Weihnachtsfeier serviert.


