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Basic Ssumption
My definıtion of ractica heology [uns ollows TaCHca. theOl0gy
IS the EMPINCAHY orientated theological INeOrY of mediating the christi-
e Ta  0N n the DraXIis of modern society.
Ihıs definition makes clear hat the ension Detween normatıvıty and
CONIieXT Delongs the key-questions of practical tNeOlogy. Mediating
between the Christian ral  10N and modern soclety IS the CoOre Of
practical theology IC| thus affects the individual, the church and
soclety. Such 1al00N requires ONgOING eritical nterrelatiıon be-
iween theologıcal theory the OoNe hand, and the niext of modern
soclety the er

Teyxt and CONtiext

An mportant question IS NOW theologıcal theory (taken 15 text) and
modern socilety (taken AS context) relate ach er IT IS incorrect

characterize thıs relationship n @)| NormMm VerSUuSs description.
The relationship between and 'CO!|  XT IS extremely complicated
What have ca text' has een determined nıgh egree DYy the

f the Dasıli, DY cultural developments and historical events
This f COUTS®Ee ISO applies the T{ex1 OT the ıble seif, that has
interpret In the Cultural and historical OT ts authors FUr-
thermore, hat I_ have cal 'context has een influenced DY
authentic long-term experience Of Christian athn and EXe  IYy
Christian \ıte Thiıs eINg the In iurn has galn Ma-
tıve Ihus contiext ecomes ext
ere IS NO characterize inIS, approac In Of Natu-
ral theology TIhe theologıcal background OT hıs position IS the thesıs
that divine proclamatıon and actiıon always have De mediated; and
COM UuS In the WaY of human speeC and actiıon Revelatıon al-
WaYS will be mediated DYy reilgiOuUS experience. ere ( 577 reier the RBIib-
lıcal Concept Of Govenant and the work Of the HOly pir
Covenant Sn WaYy OT partnership between God and IMan\, n
IC God IS the innıator Dut Man DIays iımportant role 15 VD TEDOT-
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siıble Dartner. Similarly, Christian pneumatology clearly Stiaties hat the
work f the Holy pır akes place al the EXDENSE Of QOUr eTN-
Jal humanıty Ön the Conitrary, l In ts central IOCUS In restoring the
human DETrSoN reedom and responsbility. Ihe relationship De-
iween GOod and human DEINOS Can De characteriz cooperation
and partnership.
rom the above O nclude that the deductive OaC (starting ifrom
the text and the INnCUCÜIve DroaC (starting irom the Cultural CON-
text Are complementary ach er In practical theology a DTe-
SUDDOSE Ccorrelation In IC exT and CONIiEeXT Dpermanentiy evoke
ach er The rucCiure OT practical heOology In IS Di-polar
ONn  D Research of the CONIEeXT ea nNe'  s interpretation f the ie  X
AÄAnd IR reinterpretation Of the (EXT, In turn, sheds 116 Ig the
actual sıtuation

Empirical orientation

In NIS VISION, the empirical approac geils &D theologıcal Importance.
have defined practica|l theological researc ‚ empirically orientated
Ihe notion ‚ empirical‘ IS NOT the opposite OT the notion .hermeneutic‘.
Kather, they dre In Iıne ıth ach er Practical-theological researc
OT the relationship between ext and Context S hermeneutical DYy
iure, Dut empirical DY design.

IS hermeneutical DYy nature because the researc IS Ir
DrOCESS Of understandıng: 1.e the understandıng f ihe meanıng O{ the
Christian ra  10N n the CONIEeXT Of modern soclety. IT requires
Dirıcal design, Decause practical theological researc chooses ts
starting DOIMNtT In the actual sıtuation Of church and soclety. This SItua-
tıon has De understood 15 siıtuation OT actiıon, hat has De EX-
plained DYy empirical researc Dut interpreted DYy theological heorlies
By relatıng OoNe the er dISCOver the innovatıve possIibilities: av

hOow the 1atıon of the Christian ra  10N Can be subservient
the enewal Of the DraXxIıs Of ar

relevanıt practical-theological question arıses here, that has
elaborated In research desIign. n  er IC condlıtions and how Can
CONCT! reilgiOuUs actions De infiluenced In Such S  ‚eb anner hat they
better represent 0d's work of ıberating human eINg and the orld
n IC liıve?“
Wıtn the last phrase, better represent work eiCc’, normatıve
hermeneutical Concept has een INTr  uC This COoncepl IS NOl
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Scriptural such But l arıses from the explanation of the Scriptures
In OUTr historical and Cultural NiexT has een mediated DY experI-
EeNIce and thus IS oDen Improvement.
In OUr ente CEeNIUrY setting, e have learned Interpret the w -
pel of Jesus N n @)| hope the hope Oof the Kingdom of
lıberating the Deople Wwho —} eing violated and ess Ihıs IS
OUTrT Critical hermeneutical rame OT reference Ihus OUT confrontation
with the realıty of Ooppression and ostili has I interpretation
OT ihe gospel n erms Of Iıberation WNIC In iurn, galn normative
meanıng n re-reading the Scriptures and the Christian ra|  10N We
KNOW God IS Ove (1 John 4,16) and where the pir' Of the LOrd S,
ere IS reedom (2 Gor 3,17) long AIs ıne hen I_  I_ Will define In OUr
CONTEXT the COTe of the Gospel, the salvatıon Of Christ

Theory and Draxis
The approach, introduced above, DrESUPDOSES hermeneutical
cept Of theology AS A wNole And Cırcular understandıng OT ihe rela-
tionshıp between eOTY and DraXxIs. Let ela  rate
Theology In the CONTEeXT Of modernıity SINCEe Schleiermacher, akes ASs
ts obje OT re  10N NOl God Dut the Christian ral  10N Of aıth Ihıs
ral  10N must e unders ASs oNne that CONNEeCIS es Quae and
es Qua the ntient Oof Delıef and the experience Of aırth Theology
SNOWS S  J Ourfold pattern as refers the Christian faıth We KNOW
Christian arth from ts SOUTCES (Diblical theology), DY ts tradıtion
(systematic theology) in ts former Cchurch nistory) and contemporary
shapes (practica| theology). ese Varıous Derspectives SEgmeEeNIS
Of hermeneutical Cırcle OT understandıng, makıng understandable
and COMING understand Practical heology chooses ts start-
Ing-point In the WaY Deople will COoMme understandiıng. rom tNIS
DOoIMNtT of VIEW practica heology sks ts OWN}N questions about the both
Of the er hermeneutical Derspectives.

$ —— m- Can Iso e13A|  ratie the bove DoIMNt DYy referring the interaction OT
theory and DraxIıs. Theological theory always has historical, 1.e
Drovisional character. IT shapes the methodologıical OUIcCcOMe Of the
mode In IC Deople n eır OWTl1 niexti and with eır Darticular
frame OT reference have COM understandıng. dogma IS
gealed experience and must made |IIquid agaın. Ihen regains ts
original character ] 'doxa' confession OT aıth IS the frult of the relig-
OUS experience of Q qualifi Of Deople n given cultural and
SOCIal
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FOor example, the formulation OT 'Providence' arrıved al DYy believers In
the tiıme Of the Reformation 0V ıme n ICe felt VE much
dependent forces nature Cannot be normatıve for christians
oday The relationship Detween the Image @)| God the portrayal Of
human DEINIS and eır WOT'| VIEW n the IUONa understanding OT
Providence, In DrESUDDOSES QV ınNeren perception Of the '  eNnVI-
onmen han that generally held oday The modern Dperception IS
deeply influenced DYy I5 human u  Y and r  NSı  IlyThusly oriented, the empiriıcaliy orlıentated reSsearc questions Ads
ollows

WhNoO WelrTe OSe pDeople and hat WelTe the Circumstances under
IC they have Tormulated the confession Oof God  n Drovidence In
the WaY they did?
IC Scriptural and (Church) Traditional normatıve ideas do a
discover In tAIs formulation?
Who dre the people meet oday and NOW Can arrıve

environment?
Mmodern understanding Of Providence relevant OQUTrT perception ®)|

HOw Can EXDTESS oday the experiıence OT Providence In a ıD-
eratıng DraxXis”?

Tlo SUumMMaTrIZEe: All theological theory IS nistorically mediated and de-
ermmed DY SOocCIal and polıtical influences. Every DraXIs contaıns ä
Iimplicı theory And EVETY theory DTESUPPOSES Q  x ncreie DraxIs. The
inductive me Of practical heology wiıth empirical researc f
the actual experience OT people insıde the CONTEeXT f modern soclety

A eOrYy of actiıon

How do envisage sSsuch d theory Of actiıon? SSUMINg A close
nection Dbetween ts empirical and hermeneutical perspectives, CF take
Ads tartınga pomnt the theory of Ricoeur. Ricoeur asserits nat the
aradıgm Of iexti interpretation Can Iso De applied the interpretation
Of actıon sıtuations. In IINquIStiCS z Can dıifferentiate Detween spoken
and writien language. IKEeWISE@ C Carn distinqguiIs action x deed
Irom action 1S SOCIa| phenomenon hat IS the result OT IManYy hnuman
deeds In the er Case, siıtuation OT actiıon Can De read A ext
Because Of the SymbDolIıc character Of numan action, such actıon
contaıns the dialectics Of and meanıng.
An actıon IS characterız DYy iructure hat Can De analyzed n the
Sarlle WaY S We Can analyze d actıon witn the help OT
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the following questions ÖTr Who oeSs 'hat (n relation Whom),
where, whnhen, WhY and how?
The bove interrogative indicates (1) the CIOTr who
something?, (2) the kind OT action hat dıd he do?, (3) the mode
NOW dıd he do 't 3 (4) the where, when and under IC CIN-
C! mstances he dıd ltl and (5) tihe motive Of the actıon Why dıa he do

During the D  ration OT hıs presentation Was NOl able make UuUSse
Of the description Of the ınNeren niexis, WNIC WOU De
In thıs conference FOor hıs [64S0N m— 7 wıll a example WNIC __D have
elaborated n DOOK raktiısche theologıie' 99
Ön Fastern Sunday 199 A minıster of IScCommunıty In a
Of the lac townships MNear Johannesburg (S.A.) preaches about the
hope for Deacetu |IIving ogether for pDeople Of ınNeren Thiıs
MESSAGE IS based the proclamation of the Gospel, the resurrection
Of MN and the COMING OT ine Kingdom of God and nvokes
Deople abandon violent actıon ere wWwe deal with complicated
actıon SNUAalon FOollowiIng RICOEUT, Can differentiate ree diımen-
SIONS In hıs Case

of affaırs: The Cadse refers \“ Niexi (place and time
and Q SUuUalıon tihe IncreaSsiıng ension Detween lac! and white)
Here, reilgious SEeIrVICEe akes place Ihıs actıon has
(who, what, where, when and NOW), that Can esSCrIYIDe We call
thıs the locutionary level Of actıon In the connection Detween

and meanıng the noematıc iruciure Of ine actıon Decomes
visıble.
An actıvity: Mean a reilgious SEe7rvVICEe and, [1NOTE precisely, VD
SE7T71I11011 aDbOout exXT irom the Scriptures. Ihe typical quality OT
theological actıon In ts exXxpression In the reference the
writien ral  10N hat has be interpreted. The contemporary MI-
storical SNUAaUonNn Ca De interpreted In Symbolıc WaY irom the
Derspective of the Kingdom of God The SIOTYy OT the resurrection
has een connected, In o narratıve WAdYyY, with the actual SNUAalUonNn
of insurrection The connection OT even and meanıng gives tihe
actıon Impressive strength. IT implies DromIse for the ure We
all l the illocutionary level OT actıon

realızatıon WEe S the resuft Of the actıon Of the Dreacher In
thıs Iıturgical In hıs Case, C Domnt the appeal for MOT-
violence OSe present were MOUVAal work OUt WaYy Of IIv-
INg together pDeacetully. Such Cal evoke anxıety, Dut ISo Can
have the eff nope Ihat IS the Derlocutionary leve|l @)| the AC-
tıon
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erıtical perspective INaYy not De orgotten here. Can De eXpress
In the ueSON 'Cul bono'? Is hıs minıster representative Of the QS-
tablishment ÖOr Can NIS appeal for reconscıliation De interpreted A  .  15
attempit ealıze - ne'  s order?

Mode!l of yS|
We el3|  rate hıs example wıth OCce| Of analysıs. The central
question N the Tollowing: Who 0eSs hat (agalns whom)? Implied
here a ree ınNeren Derspectives:

Who 0eSs hat wnhy/about haf? (1)
Who 0eS hat where/when? (2)
Who 0eSs hat OW/WNa for”? (3)

IO n The IrS Derspective indicates the intentional ÖTr reiferential
of action: the theologıical motives related the Christian ra|  10N
We all tnıs the hermeneutic Derspective of aCtIon.
(2) Ihe SE@ECON Derspective refers the contex(, the situational ASsS-
DECT Oof actıon In hıs example have dOo witn Siruciures Of actıon
And wıitn several varıables: preacher, hearers, the worship SEe7rvICce eic
INAıs IS the empirical pDerspective Of actıon.
(3 The Ir Derspective refers the instrumental ÖT teleological AdS-
DECI f actıon In hıs example, IS the medium Oof preaching dSs WaY
of cCcommuniIcating, I5r Owards the @)| reconcılation. We
call thıs IS the strategıc Derspectıve of actıon
IT wiıll De clear nhat empirical and hermeneutic elemenits Are closely
In  related With 1W empirıca practical theological research, We
Can ela  ratie design. We Can CNOOSE@e Detween quantitative ÖT A
qualitative approach. ÖOr Gafll combiıne both Of ese

qualitative researc proposal requires n the Dbove Case el WaY
Dartıcıpating In the reiigious SEervICe and analysıs OT the SEerMON
AÄAnd cComparıng the er wıth the exTi Of er SE@eIrVICES that have een
celebrated hat 1N11€@€ Sunday. Churchgoers Garn DE erviewed with
the nelp OT pen-structured questionnaılre about eır experliences.
In his WAdY, a Can investigate the effect Of preaching In Q defined
COoNiextT And Can gaın from AIS indication AS hOw the Gospel IS
(can ÖT Should DEe) ComMmMUNICAteEd In comparabile sıtuations.

quantitative researc proposal requires broader aronNndg
minısters and CHhurchgoers: about the condtıtions and effects OT



HEITINK

preaching In defined SOoCIal SNUualıon ere IS x  . IMaNYy varı-
es IC have De el3a|  ra
In the researc DrOgram Of the Institute of raClica| Theology n QUT
TaCulty, O uSually combine qualitative and quantitative eth-
ods Depending the theoretical iramework, approaches
ODEN IT have an ela  ra theory and well-defined hypothe-
SseS, We Can analyze amount OT SerMons In effort select dıf-
ferent (ypes Of breachers and ınNeren styles OT Ing FOor HIS
operation make USe Of =  J TV
Next We Can select SO preachers, representative Of ıNeren
of preaching. Ihen, DY interviewing them, C Can gel - deeper nsight
In the IMS and theological Dackgrounds behnd eır ınNeren styles
of Dreaching. When a oniy have \ yel theory, }
opt for exploratory kınd of researc SINg Darticıpatory ODbserva-
10N and Interviewing methods, = discover varıables n preach-
Ing When We have Oun! ese, } Can rectify incorrect Iinsights and
elaborate < rellable homiletica|l theory
Empirical researc always from A hermeneutically defined
SNuUalıon Of actıon. And always implies o practical theological aım
SEeIrve tihe Of IMPFrOvVING homliletical theory for the sake of the
Kingdom Oof

nie: Western-Europe ndividualization and
church-membership

give YOU another example. Actually, We tinhe researc OT QUur
faculty) Q elaborating VD DrOGTaM 'Church-membership and DaT-
ticıpation In the 0Cal church' The Dackground Of thıs DrOGgTam IS the
ONgOING tendenCy OT churchmembers eaving the Church, the DIrOCGESS
Of secCularization. We investigate tihe culture and the irucliure OT OCal
commMuUnNItIeS belonging the maın eformed churches n the Nether-
lands and the particıpation Of eır members In the OT Indı
vidualıiızation and subjectivity. [T characterize the CON-
lexi of Western-Europe.
The researc questions 15 ollows What has changed the WaY
people experience eır cChurchmembership In modern time? What
kiınd Of ension Ga  s S ODServe Detween the experiences and EC-
atıons OT church members and the expectations and requiırements Of
church eaders about elr members behavior? HOow do a Judge
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OSeEe requiırements In relationship the ScCriptures and the tradıtion
Of the church?
Irst, had WOTrK OUtT theoretical framework COoNcernING CONCepPIS
OT indıvidualization and eCCcIesSIOl0gy. We understand indıvidualization
15 ONgOING DrOCESS of EeavIiNng tradıtional |ıTte patterns famlly, vil-
lage, neighbourho0od). The indıvidual eCcCoMmMes [NOTe independent and
autonOomMOUS The shadow SICde Of hıs developmen Can De that le
who die dependent others and the cCommunIty AdSs whole De-
COM mMOore lonely and solated
rom the VIEW OT ecclesiology, Gafl ıdentify SIX OT communıty:

the church sacramental communıtty, stressing rıtual and
worshıip;
the church 15 d charısmatıc cCommunIty emphasızıng the Neren
alents Of the iındıvidual members;
the church 15 confessional cCommunıIty stressing the Duri Of
church doctrine;
the church 15 solidary communıty emphasızıng the laconaite n
relationship the DOOT and OppreSSeC;
the church Q Tolkchurce witn incıdentally Darticıpation Of the
members (baptiısm, marrıage and tuneral);
the church 15 lıberal' communıIty witn optimal reedom for the
indıvidual nvestigatiıng the practice Ind Ixed

Iso
In the ne‘  X phase, have develop empirical research design
nvestigating SIX maın eformed commMUNI teS Our methods - alla-
yZINg tihe content Of documents (minutes Of meetings for instance),
Dartiıcıpatory Observing and interviews Next wWwe shall develop QUES-
tionnaıre, CONCeEMNING the esults Of OUTr qualitative researc In relation-
SshIp wıth the ıNeren Of communltıty. Ihe esults shall
evalua' wıth help Of Iterature At the end, hope hat a Carl for-
mulate sSuggestions nıtjate Oode! OT communıIty development
ONOTING Of indıvyiıdualization and subjectivity ONe hand
and normatiıve ecclesiological InSIıghts al the er

Finally, hope that have offered YOU clear IeW OT the empirically
Orlıentated approac n the I1e OT practical theology, especlally in the
Netherlands
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