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OQY in the Context OT ea
Aart van Beek succinctly ISIS hat he Ccalls gl Asijan critical DrIN-cCIples“ ollows Challenge Of development and modernization,the EOgAaCY Of colonialısm, Cultural and reilgious Dluralism, STrUg-gle for authentic identity, the Of the world’s major reilg-IONS, the search for o iype Of SOzlial order n the face f DOVEeTIYthe challenge of eINng minority. Yeow Choo Lak, another Asian
theologian, „Interprets ese principles dS a single, multi-situational,hermeneutical, mMISSIOlogical and educational principle and Ccalls Asian
theologians Dut his princiIple into practice.“ Undoubtedly, the
Asıan priNCIpIES DomnNt A COMmon tragedy and destiny ar DYythe Asıan nations eXCcepl apan they have struggled for Survıval In
the mMICS Of the errnfying e-COoNstruction and the uncertaın
re-cConstruction DrOCESS Of elr natıonal esimnıes
In CSSECNCE, orea IS NnOoT eXempit irom the Asıan principles Dut ts
unIque geo-political enviıronment has IlONg shapı ts destiny The
major hreats IC CONSINUu the geopolıtical enviıronNmMent Of Korea
have COom from ına and apan and have Dlaced Korea's existence
and SUrvival constantiy al rısk for IMOre han 2000 ere IS
Sayıng hat n dealıng wıth Ina KOoreans en De MMore |_
nental and In dealıng wıith apan they en behave [Nore lıke IS-
anders' In elr ITurca character ulldıng.
The polıtical infra-structure Oof Korean soclety has long een based on
ree maın ideologies stemming Irom ree major actions In Korean
soclety. The IrsS MS irom the SooO el Pal', D radically CONservative

whose politital Ideology has een shapı DV UNg Lee Hak',Gonfucian phılosophy and Dractice. Historically. for example, 'S0OO Gu
Pa lacı tihe oman atNolıc MISSION under SE@EvVere Dersecution and
eopardy 200 „ [010] The SEeCOoN IS cal Kae Hyuk Pa’,
meanıng reform eır Ideology IS deriıved Irom 'Sıl Hak', ÖTr
pragmatism. Historically, Kae Hyuk Pa accepted Protestant Christian-
Ity and ldly assımiılated Christian teaching AS eır polıtical Ideologyfor the reformation Of Korean soclety 100 „ [010)] The Ir IS
called yu yung Pal, radically revolutionary shap DYDong Hak philosophy. Dong Hak ecame DOoIMNt Of reference for

CcContiext
'Minjung Theology — later theological development In the Korean
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Ccording KOO Jong-Suh, d Korean SOZIOloglist, QV lack of conesive-
ß ese ree ideologies uSs Korean soclety Into inter-
nal nfilıcts, antagonism and nostility. The divisıveness Decame
unfortunate realıty and experience NOT only for Korean soclety Dut also
10r the Korean CAhurcnes well Ihıs IS the inıtıal background
IC theology must

C The Experience and CoONniext of Korea and TheologicalContextualization

The last 100 Oof Korean history has compacted the otal 4000
of Korea’'s existence n of qualitative transformation

ts iImpa uUPO the Korean polıtical This 100 YCSaTr per! SYN-
ONYMOUS wirth the hıstory Of Protestant Christiant In Korea, has de-
mythologized the long standiıng cosmological and mythical Orld VIeWS
created DY Iısm and Gonfucianism. IT has Iso 'secCularized' the
aDsOlute polıtical DOWET Of autocratic KINg and Positively, l
'historicızed' the destiny Of orea DY awakening the nation and DOoIiNt-
INg it Ne'  s future
To understand the last 100 IS KNOW the quality Of change
the ep of experlience Koreans encountered Rhim €ee-SUp, an-
er Korean SOCIOIOgISt defines Ive sStages, ISUNG yel sequential
In the last decades
TIhe IrS (1850-1910) Sa  s natiıonal independence and Vell
cıal Survival threatened DYy intensifled DOWET struggie the Korean
peninsula Detween ina, apan and Russıia. The IONg standıng nNO-
mogenelty Of cultural and polıtical dentity Was al Siake FOTr the Irs
time, critical iWareTless OT natıonal CNSIS revalı n the MINdS Of
the Korean Deople Dut l Was 100 late ul foundation Iirom 1C|

counter-challenge international Ihıs arked the
eginnIng OT Korean suffering and awakenIing.
S00 U Pa, the CcConservatıve OUPD, rıed SaVe the natıon DY
strengthening the Ing s rule Kae Hyuk Pa, the reform QUD, al-
empted eem the natıon DYy accepting Western echnology and
Dolıtical SySiems. Hyuk yung Pa, the revolutionary FTrOUD, sought
salvatiıon f tihe natıon hrough Dhysiıca force But 1OoNMNe Of ese al-

VICtOTOUS In both tihetemMpIs SUCCeeded Ultimately, apan,
China-Japan War' and the Russla-Japan War' Drutally invaded Korea
and unilaterally announced ts INETOET witn apan In 1910 IT seem

De the end Of the ıne for orea
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During thıs time of CYISIS, ihe international cCommuniIty completely IQ-
nored Korea's Sirong for nelp and this, In lurn, served legitimize
Japan'’s aggression. The arrıval of American missionaries In Y  35
open the IrS Detween Christiani (Or for that
Western Civilization) and orea At the tıme, Ö realized AIS Bf-
CcCounter Was ignıte A  x ral Cultural transfiormatıiıon that became NIS-
torıcal realıty In iOrn apart land Iıke orea
The SECON (191 0-1945) Was characterized by intense
awakeniIng zea|l and Spir| for natiıonal independence. IT Can De called
the Der Of resistance Japan'’s ultimate goal © ul Q  »
Asıan Kingdom DY Invadıng orea, Manchuria, Ina and all the resit
OT Asıa The odest land reform, monetary reform and ndustnaliza-
10N hat apan nıtıated In Korea were strategic er explolt
and ODDTESS the natıon Ihıs form OT coloniızation Came De called
starvatıon eX
As the explortation heightened, the Korean Deople ecame MCOM-
Dass DYy Sirong antı-Japanese spir WNIC iımmeadiately YaVe Dırth

av Sirong antı-colonijal nationalısm Ihe uprisin OT arc| ll 1919,
Was OUTDUFTrS| of the nation's and alr agaınst pan Ihe
Christian al of thıs Der! has iten een identified with antı-colonial
nationalısm Korea IS still characterized DYy prevallıng antı-Japanese
sentiments and Christians NOl exXempt fifrom thıs

Significantly, Korean Christiani has 0WLn ts theological Coniexi n
hıIs tragıc existence. Theological contextualization DBbranched Out Into
ree Da In thıs Der! Droviding SOUTS for ree dıstinct eOIl0-
gies The IrsS path Christiani as DrOvIdING ideological basıs
for resistance agaınst such vıl W % apan through
non-violence Ihıs ultımately formed the basıs 1or Minjung Theology
The SECON path OT theological contextualization unders Christi-
anıty 15 Droviding spirıtua COMITO!| the politically disiıllusioned
hrough revivalıstic gatherings and emotional stimulation. Interestingly,
tnıs IS the SOUTCGEe OT maın-stream Korean spirntuality oday and has [e-
vealed se| In the Church rowth' IMOV!
TIhe Ir Dath Of theological contextualization. IC PE 3 value hıghiy
Was SEer7rlO0us attempt Cullıvate SIrONG ıl discern the
meanıng Of NIStOrYy and providence hrough Sunday Schools
Christian schools, AaCu ıble tudiıes and Vell nNOUSsSe cChurches {Ihıs
Was the Dath aken DY church eaders and theologians irom maınly
IS and Pres  ernan churches In orea It INaYy De ca 'nıs-
torical conscientization', dıffering somewhat firom Paulo Freire's DOolItI-
cal and culural DraXxIs. ese ree Da CONSÜNU the OT
ContemporarYy Korean theological reams

DA /
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The Ir (1945-1960) IS arked DY the Daradoxical experienceOf both heaven and hell Independence from apan brought the
Dromıse OT hope for the ure Dut nAIs quickly QaVeE WaYy Isıl-
lusionment because OT the allure develop democracy. OD-portuniıty uil democracCy n Korea 1Ior the IrS ıme In ts 4000 YCarnıstory al Thıs allure Was Q  x EC! for the forthcoming polıticalchaos and struggle. Before anYy er ISSUeS COuld De settl Dolıtıcal
ÖT OINeEerWISE, international CONSpIraCy DreSSur! Korea increasinglyInto hostile Finally, north Korea's Invasıon OT the SOUassısted DYy The Soviet and ina, devastated the natıon and the
land IThe Christian Church Was challenged address AIS experienceOf nothingness Dut nstead OT developing affırmative theology the
church evelop sSiance hat Was essentlally DESSIMISHIC, er
worldly and militant toward history, soclety and mankınd Only nda-
mentalısm aln SIroNg Iirom the Deople TIhe faılures n Doth
the polıtical and ecclesiastical realms, INV| the tudent revolution Of
1960 IC brought OWwn Dboth the regıme Syngman Rhee and the

before n blossomed
church's influence In soclety Ihe Gonstantinian s aded aWaY ven

The 'OUu aCcCcording OwWnN interpretation, [UTS rather IONg;Irom 1960 199 Milıtary rule and rapı ONOMIC rowt were the
dominating Ideologies @)| tnIs polıtical VaCUum, created DYineffective leadership Tollowing the tudent revolution, iımmediatelybecame the targetl OT mılıtar jJunta In 1962 The milıtary eaders
quicklIy abandcdon democratic possIbilities n favor Of dıctatorial mule
and adopted Ne'  s ideological instrument. namely ECONOMIC
Ihıs eventuated rapı industrialization and urbanization. Economic

DromIsed utopia for the Korean eople WNO had uffered DOV-
enNYy for SO IONg Ironically AIS ECONOMIC Syndrome Decame
SYNONYMOUS wıth the church growt Syndrome IC evolved In AIS
NM
The formatıiıon OT Korean theologies n AIS COoNiexti OT dictatorial rule
and ONOMIC have agaın ollowed ree ISUNG! streams The
IrS siream, advocated DY the radically cConservative Camp and fOCUS-
INg neaVvıly revival , Conversion’, Diessing‘ and Church growt has
een abeled evangelization'. IThıs heology always
non-historical ıf NnOolT antıhıstorical Ihe majorIity OT Christians n KOorea
have een greatiy influenced DY hıs heology hat they incliıned

De nNON-CONTEeXTU n eır faıth
Ihe SECON siream OT Korean heology emerging Irom hıs Der! va
De called Indigenization'. Seeks pomnNt OT contact Detween the
Christian Gospel and SUCN cCultural legacies AdS the Dan Gun Myth (the
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Ooundiıng Oof the nation) and POoOnNg Ryu Indigenization theology
eVOo SIroNg academıc ınteres 15 weill as CONtroverSy during the
late 60's and /0's, the actıve per! OT urbanization and industnaliza-
10N under Western influence. Unfortunately. thıs theology has een
confined classroom debate DY few SCNOlars n spite Of ts SEeNTOUS
miındedness
In siream, theology of contextualiızation', influenced DY the

Roman AatNolıc Church’s Vatıcan Gounsil n 1963, ’MISSIO Del' the-
Ology proclaım al Uppsala In 1968 Liberation Theology iIrom alın
Amerıca and the Theology of Hope OT Jurgen Moltmann OT Germany
Contextualization theology IS represented mainly DY the SO ID-
ral and Drogressive theologjıans WNO traıned er In the United
States ÖTr Germany Ihe MoOStT outspoken form OT contextualiızation
theology IS KNOWnN AS 'Minjung theology' stands radically against the
dictator al rule of the military government and appeals strongly for
democratization ‚Minjung theology has received SIrONG irom
radıcal SIiucden and Deople although IS NOl Q majorty

1 The of SINCEe Context for New 9Z-

In 199 the tıde of Korea's historical umed around Dotn
Sym  lıcally and realisticaliy. ırely & OT Korean history In
general began EMETYE In the form Of g rresistible stream Of de-
mocratization, especlally highlighted DYy the election OT Cıviılıan presi-
dent In 199 Ihe Doltica Droclamatıon f D SO called 'New orea|\, NOl
only ermna of milıtary rule, Dut ISo promised & pOlII-
cal agendas such polıtical ifreedom, human righits and SOCIa wel-
fare 116e breath, e hnope and e  s SOCIal climate the
tion
In addıtion dramas eINng Dlayed OuTt tihe nternational SCa-
lated the OT Korea from ts long DErIOd OT introversion and
self SUSTaıIn CONSCIOUSNESS er stance IC S [MOre ODEN and
sensıtıve the radıical changes Oof world history. 'Perestroika' In the
Soviet Union nOT only contributed significantiy the COMING OT
DOost-Ideological world Order Dut Iso elped orea significantiy In
mMiNıMIZING the ostile tensions betitween SOU and north, n principle f
nOol yel In rea orea, Iıke er nations IS NOW sharply challenged
DYy the Speedy DrOCESS Of globalızatiıon IC| demands drastic change
Of Korean soclety In the iıT64Ss OT language, UuCaltlıon and roduction,

Marne only av  ar Tew
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hıs Domnt of cChange, Koreans experience major problems. Ihe
IrS has dOo witn the sShıift Of international Order Irom OU KO-
ea-United States-Japan VEeTSUS North Korea-Sovie Union-Red INa
durıng the Ccold War United States-Japan-Russia-China-Korea In the
DOStT cold War era Ihıs that, In geo-political Korea IS
Surrounded DY the four major nternationa W ÖOnce agaın,
orea has Ig for ts destiny and ven SUrVvVival In tNISsS nNe'  s
petitive SMUAalon Another broblem IS related ver Increasing DOllu-
10N and Crıme In NIS Dartıcular Ea Of the world where hıterally
Dıllıon and x nalt Deople reside ına alone has Dopulatiıon of
NO and high spee industrialization and urbanization Are OCCUrrINg.
FOr nat Korea's problems increasingly the human and
global problems f Survival av whole Thıs Currenit global and
munal CcContexti IS the Ne'  s challenge the rnslan Church n Korea
As the historical DrOCESS has evolved In Korea during the pasi ten

especlally In the political Korean Christiani has had
face shocking rea Ihe myth OT '"church growth' slowly crumbiled,
the ideological Basıs of 'MiInjJung theology disappeared and Indigeni-
zatıon heology appeared increasıngly invalıd. XIStINg orms Oof KO-
> eologies Are apıdly lOSINg eır Dbasıs for er artıculation
Ihe shock has NOTL yel DrOV Dut the growt Of the GNP

have lured ManYy Christians aWaY from the church TIhe iImprove-
ment OT human rights has ISO aken MaNYy Deople aWaY fifrom the
church where they NCe Ovun polıtical ge and Q cCommuniıty OT
solidarıty. The Korean Church IS MÖO longer A Mecca for church growt
Dilgrıms.
IT hat ese forces Of SOCIa|l change challenge the KO-
rean Church shıift ts theological Daradıgms aWaYy irom emphases

church growth, the mMiINJuNg OTr indigenization something radically
1IEeW In spite of ts substantial contributions the formation Of Korean
spirituality, the evangelical-conservatıve heology IC currentiy DrE-
vaıls De OSING ts attle 1e DeCause ts Strict textualısm'
eaves l equipped challenge the radıcal SOCIal change IC IS
OCCUTTING.
In spiıte of indigenization theology's creative effort develop DomMt OT
contacti between the Christian Gospel and tradıtional relligions and
Cultures (Confucian, Budahıistic and Shammanistic legacıles), ts
weakness lıes In ts me Of accepting Culture 'aprior!' AdS eb  eb prede-
terminıng MOr for the Christian Gospel. CCording Professor
wang Sik KIm, jeading theologıian, indigenization theology MINıI-
MmMIZeS Christology, Substitutes cultural activity for the Holy pır and
nfuses the relationship Detween MISSION and indigenization. IS
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generally agre nat indigenization NeOlogy S ISO incapable of
dealıng wiırth the sOoclo-political realıties Of contemporary orea
MinjJung theology, dynamıc and creatiıve form Of Korean theology,
deserves nıgh appraisal. Drovided SIroONGg ideological basıs for
the human rights truggle, the labor tudent DOWET and the
Ig for democratization hat took place against the Oppressive re-
gıimes OT the /0's and 80’'s But the weakness OT Minjung theology lies
In ts mistake In identifying Jesus 185 purely VD revolutionary figure
WNhNOse minıstry Was nothing Dut d revolutionary DrFOgram It under-
stands the MINJUNG rather han rule ASs the subject Of the meSssI-
NIC COMING Kingdom In the textualiısm' of evangell-
cal-conservative tNeOl0ogy, MINJUNG heology ;alls Into Ccontextualism'
DY absolutizıng the Minjung NeOl0gy have lost the
CONCcepi f transcendental Ontology and EVE Christian eschatology
altogether.

ınal question needs De raised here Is l pDOossIible develop VD
ne'  s theologıcal Daradiıgm relevanıt nAIs 1E€ ] Korea? ÖOne
Ing De clear Any & Daradıgm Ccannot properly [e-
Sult from synthesis of OTr 1aleCic M the ree eXIStiINg evangelı-
Cal, indiıgenization and minjung theologıies.

hermeneutical clue and suggestion made DY eier HOodgson OT
Vanderbilt SEETNIIS TOW a Ig Inding A & theological
Daradıgm. Hodgson refers 'Basıleila Tou I1heou', God reign. The
experience and discernment Of the Oof od's reign In Mistory
IS called pre-text, ÖTr 3  - experience. Text', hat IS the Ible, IS the
exXxpression Of the pre-text. Con-text IS the existential and Immediate
experience.
ıle ENGAGEC In OUTr debate, a SEEN{C employ only diımen-
SIONS, TeX and ntext n rather dichotomous WaY hat We iten
have Overl00| text , the 8 experience In ÖOUr theologizing. I7

IOCUS Ö tihe experience and discernment Of Basılela Tou eOU,
the Dre-TexXT DTOCESS, the exT Decomes the IVING witness. The ecclesI|-
astıcal communıty, the church becomes the cCommunIity Of OSe who
discerned and experienced the presence Of reign (pre-text n
hiıstory con-text hrough tihe witness of the ıble text) gson

hat the discernment and the experience Oof reign In
history Can De termed emancıpatory' reconcihatory', ecological
'Alalogıcal
In conclusion, me theological Daradıgm n the Korean nNniext mMuUsSt
relate the discernment of reign In Jesus Christ, the witness Of
the divine gestalt, the eeclesiastic cCommuntity, and tihe foretaste and
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witness Of Od's reign In history AS the historical-eschatological
munıty
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