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N  l and Conteyt In Practicaly
VIeW IO the Conditions In Afrıca

In hıs shall enrich tnıs academy DY descrnbing SOcCIal
contexi from WNIC We do Practical theology My ask IS Drovide an
experience Of CcContiext In b  > ınNeren Ocatıon Your ask S Drovide
the Dhilosophical, Dsychological, theological and iıntellectual ENGaAGE-
ment all Of YOU MNg irom academıcs n raCclıca theology In the Unt-
versities TIhe result hope will be x much richer intercultural practical
theological engagement.
In Order address the task Of the SOCIa|l Contiext or raCclıca heo-
oglan, S  PE wirlk lıke ask tihe TONOWING questions. (1) What IS aClıca
theology”? (2) Who IS s Practical theologian? Before, attempt defi-
nıtion for O! e —— must acknowledge hat aAM Of the IMaNnYy excel-
lent definıtions SONMIEe OT YOU S  INg here have OTllerT! MyYy OWwnN defini-
tion IS nformed DY and Dased uUDO Criıtical reflection YOUT defini-
tI1onNs and sSOCIal CONTiexT
In VIEW practica theology IS academıc theological discipline
IC critically eflects tihe human with the divine, and
the Impa' such experieuce the otalıty Of ally human lıves
and eır commuUuntTItIeS. In hıs definition the humaner IS OllS-
IC By OINSÜC D Meca that human ıfe consIısts Of the sOCIial, the Cul-
ural, economical, polıtical, pSsyCchological, and the spirıtual.
When the experience OT the Detitween the divine IS Drought

ear ÖO all ese dimensions Of human ııfe, ere arlses ISSUeS of
continul and discontinuny Detween OSEe WNO have tNıs experience
r elr personal lıte styles, and OSe Wwho do nol
ere dre Iso ISSUeS of continul and discontinulty between nAIs DaT-
tiıcular experience and the tradıtions Ö[r Delıel SYSitems through IC|
hHIs experience IS interpreted ÖTr expressed n Darticular SOCIO-Cul-
tural and DOltIcO-ECONOMIC milieu. practica theologıan DYy tNıs defil-
nıtıon IS eb  b theologıan WNO Can criticaliy eflect tihe interplay between
reilgiOous experience, the tradıtion ÖT bellel SYSiEMS hrough IC| hat
experience IS interpreted ÖTr expressed and ihe Cultural, spiritual, and
DSyChO-Socal Contexti and the ONOMIC and polıtıcal STtatius Of that
DETSON ÖT OT DETSONS.
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GONDITIONS IN AFRICA

practica eologıan ineviıtabiy 0eS er/hıs critical reflection utilızıngInsights iIrom the SOCIal ScienCces, the human sciences, the physicaland medical ScIeNnCes. Furthermore, ICa theologian DYy his
definıtion INaYy ÖT MaYy NOlT share the ral  10N ÖT Delıef SYSiIEMS, and
sSocIial Of the Deliever therefore, that Christian
Dractica eologıan Can criticaliy reflect the reilgious experience Of
TICaNs and Afrıcan Tradıtional reiligion, and elr SOCIAa| contiexti Aas
well dSs Hındus and INnduISm and elr SOCIal context Ihıs IS where
the unique ask Of the practica theologıan especilally the Christian
practica eologıan In Ihe unıque ask of Christian practical
theologıan IS best expressed DYy raCYy thus
„Ihe Christian eologian stands In SEIrVICE Doth @)| hat Communıity Of
INqUIrY exempliified Dut sureily NOl eEexXxNaus Dy tihe contemporary
academy and that mmunıIty Of reilgliOoUS and moral discourse CX -
embplifı Dut nol surely XNaus DY NIS OWN Church ra|  10N I1 that
Sale eologıan As herein nderstood, IS fulfili NIS SEervIce Oof critical
reflection, he MmMust siarti the InQquiry Without assumption er for ÖT
agaınst the meanıng, meanıingfulness, and ru Of the symbol ÖT dOocC-
trıne under analysıs“ ( Tracy)
By the VE nature Of the unıque task f d Christian practical theolo-
glan, she/he MuUSst DYy necessity ISO utilıze insights Irom the socılal,
and human sSciences, Dhysiıca and medical SCIENCES critically eflect
theologically without lOSINg ÖT selling Out hıs/her Christian DETSDEG-
tıves ÖOÖne mMust do SO wıtnh Such honesty and integrity that allow for
clear @a4Ss OT dıfferences In that IMaYy exist Detween tihe Delıef
systems and sSOocIlal EXIS Of the Deliıevers In question and OSEe of
the practical eologıan.
ence the ıl Of Practical theologian ENgaAGE the sSOocCIal CcContiext
demands S willingness and cCcomMM—MIMeEN deal ıth multıple Complex
problems unıque the task Of the practical theologıian. Yet, dS all Of
VYOU KNOW \ (070 well, the SOCIal context Drovides the ground pract!-
cal theologıan De declared saınt ÖT <  er eretic Because tihe DOUNd-

Detitween the for Dractica eologian IS ften VE Dlurred
FOT, IS all orcder for a Practical eologian critically eflect
experience Of the encounter wıith the divine IC IS expressed ÖT In-
terprete hrough VD  Sk Dartıcular bellef system utilısıng Derspectives Iirom
tihe SsOoCIlal, human, and mediıcal ScIeENCEeS without DEcOomINg either
SOCIOlogıst, ecCOoNOMISt, C polıtical scientist, av Dhenomenologist Of
reilgion, ÖT cultural anthropologıst. The ask f the practical e0Ol0-
glan IS er Compounded DY the cComplex roblems Of the experI-

OT context n diıfferent locatıons The varıed inevitabiy
creailie varıec nienis OT practical theologıies. Such varıed EeXIS
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GONDITIONS IT  A AFRIGCA
and ntenits ralse SOMIeEe ijundamental questions for all ractica theo-
loglans. al cıte OMNe Ör IWO Of them here
IT IS A truism that commMUNICAtIoN affords uSs the pOssIbIilt OT sharıng
Storıes OT human with the dıvine. More importantliy, without
communiIcatıion, the VE existence and commMIiMMeEN the uniıque
ask Oof practica heology IS impossible. However, the uestion IS NOW
do a commuUnNIcate? OSe language, SIONS, and symbols Of cCulture,
SOCIO-ECONOMIC precepis, and CONCepPISs ® ASs MOT-
mative? ven though mMOoST OT f nOl, O{ here g  a Christian
raClıca theologlans, the act still emaıns that QUT experiences and
OUTrT interpretations f ese eNCOoUNITerSsS \  C largely coloured DY OUr
SOCIO-EeCONOMIC Ccontexis and STaUons As Such empted
witn Kar/| Marx that ere IS hardly anYy decision Of ven raCclıca
theologıans that IS otally free Iirom the CONSCIOUS S UNCONSCIOUS In-
luence Of OUr OWNN ONOMIC eres And Z 3 will add er Cultural and
Dhilosophical entrapments.
Furthermore, OUTr experiences and interpretations C Iso cColoured dı-
rectiy ÖT indırectiy DY the value SyYStems OT the larger communtIties WEe
are Dart f beside QUr membershıip In the Christian cCommunıIty called
the Church Therefore, the experiences Of the GContext In ınNeren lO-
catıons present the Dractica theologian ıth task
Ihıs ask becomes almost iımpossible, 1 We define dıfferent Ocatiıons

nclude the cultural, socılal, eECONOMIC, polıtical, the raclal, SECX, the
IrS world, and the thırds worl| All ese cComplexX multiple unique
asks Of the practical theologıan intend raıiıse complex multiple eth-
Ologica questions Ior the Dr  ICa theologian. ese methodolog!i-
cal questions NOl only concelvable, Dut NECESSATY In Order that the
ICa theologıan Ind place aMOoNg the theological disciplines,
thCc human, socClal, DhySIca and medical SCIENCES. Therefore S nol
sSufficient for the practical|l theologian merely hat he ÖT she
has adopted OÖNlC mel OT another simply DeCause he ÖT she DEe-
lıeves them De irue ÖOr convenirent The fact hat In StudyIng the IS-
SUe@eS Of falth, plactical theologian iIrom OoNe Derspective rather
han irom another IS nol only indıvıdual accıden Dut vitally NeCeS-
SarYy In Oorder make clear the methodological questions needed
critically eilect, explicate and artıculate the nalure and the value Of
the princIples underlyıng hıs/her SySiems OT practica theology

E Z shall 1IOW sShare wirth VOU SOoMe examples OT experiences of CONTIeXT
In ıNeren Ocatıon As stated al the egiNNING Oof tNIS presentation,

objective n thıs IS enrich AIS aCadenw DYy descnbing
SOCIal context from IC do Practical theology MY ask IS DTO-
vide . experience Of n erl! Oocatıon Your ask IS
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Drovide the Dohılosophical, psychological, theologıcal and iıntellectual
engagement all f VOU MNg irom academıcs In Practical theology n
the Uniiversities.

NOW present the general Afrıcan Contiexti and hat Of ana In
Dartiıcular. — MUST admıt that moOost @)| ODservations Of the Afrıcan
CONTIEeXT a  a nformed DYy the SNUalılon and experiences n ana CM
wirll Iso lıke acknowledge wırth gratitude that ese experiences In
ana nat MO share with VOU Came Out Oof er workshop Oolntly organısed
DY the Development ICcCe Of the Presbyternan Church Of ana and
the Enviroment Department OT the Christian COUNGCII f ana neld
the Presbytenan Women’s Gentre, Abokobiı, iIrom 18-21 rl, 1909
The eme Was „Ihe ECONOMIC realıtıes and the Family n hana“
The Darticıpants ncluded yOU and yYOU workers, from ıNnNer-
ent ypes Of NGOSs, house WIVves, single Darenits, lawyers, eachners,
hospital admınistrators, Drofessors INSOCIOIOGgY, ECONOMICS, and heo-
loglans.
f We Q believe the Western the SO ECONOMIC (e-
COVETY n Afrıca, ana IS projected DYy the IMF, the orl Bank, and
SOMe Western governmen(ts S ode| OT ONOMIC TECOVETY stoly,
and political stability. NO OU re IS relatıve In ana 15
cCompared Somalıa, LiDerIa, Nigeria la  a Dut » few The go -
ernment has IsSo one SOTTIE gOOC thıngs. At easl, it has made
Uu-1IuU irom ts authorıitarıan and Ooppressive DOolicıes Aas milıtary go -
ernment Notwithstanding SOMIeEe Of SC changes, eritical X-
amınatıon Of the ally IIıves Of Ghanalans reveal d Dicture Of ECO-
NOMIC and polıtical stabılı CONIrary hat opinion DOSIeTrS
of the Western DrESSES Sqay E 3 hope SOTNIeEe OT YOU INaYy KNOW ÖT ven
have Iıved n similar experiences his Case SO that YOU Galfll Taw
irom yYOUT experiences empathetically understand OUTr CONTeXT and
the ask OT d Practical theologıan In such CONTexT

TIhe ana Case [+—=— — present has raised SONMIe fundamental questions
about the ask of practica theologıan In ana We Aale all SIrUG-
glıng In ana deal wiıtn ese problems and (r Nnumbiy Dresen!-
INg them for YOUT critical reflection and DO dS Practical eOlo-
glans IS ınNneren Ocations, yel WNoO sian In solidarı wItNn all Of Od's
people especlally OSe Of the household of Christ (D  (D ISO cıte the
ana Ca Decause t raıses afresh for UuSs In ana NOW ONe applıes
the ISSUeS f ustice, Iıberation, and in the Gospel of Jesus
Christ WwnNo has COI  D hat they INaYy have lıte and have IMOTe abun-
dantliy.“
Ihe OS OT tradıtional anaıan reilgion IS acquıre DOWET for DrO-
tection, mediate, ÖTr ransier DOWET Ig agaınst all Vl W  y de-
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viant behavıours, and er W hat IMINIS Deoples' quality of
lıte Ihe DrOCESS OT aCcQquiring Ö[r transferring DOWET hrough rtu-
als However, tnıs tradıtional OS IS undergoIng ırreversiıble changes
hrough the introduction of Western ucatıon, Christlanity, ECONOMIC
and polıtical ySstems, secularıty, and military SkIlls

Owadays, Deople KNOW that when YOU obtaın gOOd Western educa-
tIoNn, VOU get d gOoOd J0D, and VOU Dald witn lots OT You IE“
YOUT ul house(s When YOU Iso SICK, YOU Can gel
the best medical SEeIrVICES nat Can DUy, EVE ıf the sickness IS
nelther curable 1IOT vell treatable ome of OSe WwnNo do NOT have
gOOd Western UuCalıon KNOW they Can business uSINeSS
In SOM Cases ONTe VeTrT NvVOICES In order give D  O officıals
SONMIEDOf the obtamned Irom SUucCNn Yractices. In tnıs
Case W IS acquired through corruption and NnOoT through rituals
One Can Iso acquıre DOWET DY denouncIng the tradıtional reiligion and
replace T ıth „DO 1l yourself” religion hat the demands of the
tradıtional reiligion witn Western commercilal IC
the needs OT Deople IVING under the yoke OT SIrUuCiura eCONOMIC ad-
uSQ managed DY military government that madgı-
Cally transforms sel into cıvilıan governmen(. Such d ‚do il VOUT-
self“ reilgion has the characteristic OT reudian iype Of reiigiıon n WNIC|
such V relligion aV er  er Dowertul deflection (Freud 1961 ÖOne
Can IsSo gel DOWET DY gathering and mobiliziıng SOoOMe soldiers and CI-
vilıans who DOWET Ooverthrow Q jegitimate government,
IMpOSE fear, and oppression In order remaın In DOWET and eCcome
DOowertul.
ers ISO get DOWET DY eINg part OT government NOl DY merlt Dut
hrough SONMIeEe connections. In thıs Case Suchn officıal gO€ES
Western government sks for SOMIE inappropriate ald Sometimes AISs
ald MaYy Dbe gUu\nsS sılence eır OWN Deople OTr g ald hat involves
SOTTE technologies hat tar expensive DUY and ven far
expensive maıiıntaın n preference OSEe that are affordable and
I1ess expensive maıntaın. The OT contracting such ald IS

gel er huge Dercentage „kickDacCks“ n foreign the Dart Of
the officıals of the reCelive COUNITY. ÖOne OT the DUTrDOSESS Of the officlals
Oof the GIVING countrıes De elr need temporarıly lower (be
l temporarıly) the giver COU unemployment rate IOr short ilerm
polıtical gaın In the Dolls

couple of aQO, tine government Of ana Was DEe-
COM friend OT the West SOo, In the Of FCOoNOMIC structural
Adjustment, the IMF and the world bank devised ald Dackage for
ana S65 the con  10N hat all SEeIVICES DreviOUS! Dald for DYy the
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government De privatized. it for SOMEeEe [ea4ason the IMF and the
orl Bank did nOolTl SCC fit make ustice, Liberation OT the DOOT,and political ireedom, and accountabilı ASs <g NECESSATY cCon  10N for
eır aıd
The sad fact IS that S result of accepting nAıs ald Dackage, all
ea SEervICces a outsiıde ihe reaC OT MoOstT OT the ple especıilallySsSe In the rura|l Basıc primary UuUCAatıon IS ISo DEecominNng vu“
expensive for the rural folk CannoTt Orl SenNd Ir chıladren
SCNOO| Ihe nel result here IS natıon mostly unhealthy ple
Increasing numbers In iliteracy.

$ Z  $ Z shall Iıke Taw Bolf s ree mediations 15 conceptual 00OlIS Of
ComMMUNICAtIiON enable artıculate for mysell the anaıan CXDE-
rence fırstiy. As YOU all W:  9 In herapy egins witn thel
Marmle ne’s experience. Secondly, Once EW Gan getl language In
IC CO Can USse do critical reflection OUT experience hen U Gafll also
share wiıth VOU hat experlience. OINg both here In VIEeW
practica eologian n CcContext needs the analytıcal (07015 referred

Dy Lernando Bolfftf 15 the ree mediations“ OT Iıberation heology
BYy mediations, Boff defines asA.A. BERINYUU  CONDITIONS IN AFRICA  government be privatized. It seems for some reason the IMF and the  World Bank did not see it fit to make Justice, Liberation of the poor,  and political freedom, and accountability as a necessary condition for  their aid.  The sad fact is that as a result of accepting this aid package, all  health services are outside the reach of most of the people especially  those in the rural areas. Basic primary education is also becoming so  expensive for the rural folk cannot afford to send their children to  school. The net result here is a nation of mostly unhealthy people and  increasing numbers in illiteracy.  l shall like to draw on Boff’s three mediations as conceptual tools of  communication to enable me articulate for myself the Ghanaian expe-  rience firstly. As you are all aware, in therapy begins with the ability to  name one's experience. Secondly, Once | can get a language in  which I can use to do critical reflection our experience then I can also  share with you that experience. | am doing both here. In my view a  practical theologian in my context needs the analytical tools referred  to by Lernando Boff as the three “ mediations“ of liberation theology.  By mediations, Boff defines as „... a means with which [liberation the-  ology] is endowed for bringing to realization what it proposes to itself  as an end.“ (Boff & Boff 1984 :5). The three mediations are the so-  cio-analytical, the hermeneutic, and pastoral practice.  The socio-analytical are the necessary instruments we use to look at  the perceptions of our social contexts. The instruments necessary to  „improve our perception of 'contradictory reality,' so as to overcome  the ingenuousness, the empiricism, and the moralism that prevent us  from acquiring a critical knowledge of...“ our social context or what  Boff calls „the socio-analytical mediation“. (Boff & Boff 1984 :5).  Firstly, with the help of the socio--analytical, we can see the contradic-  tory reality. We see reality, the empirical facts of the contrast between  the rich and poor. We can see the facts of unemployment, of few rich  people at the expense of more poor people, of luxury houses built at  the expense of the disappearance of affordable houses, the importa-  tion of more expensive foreign foods at the expense of cheaper home  grown foods.  Secondly, we move from seeing the facts of the socio-economic real-  ity to an awareness of the interrelatedness of these facts, which inevi-  tably invoke our critical Christian consciousness. For the practical  theologian, there is a direct relationship between the diminishing qual-  ity of life of the individual, the unjust socio-economic structures im-  posed in society by the privileged few and the proclamation of Christ  240wıth IC Iıberation tne-
Ol0gy IS endowed for riNgiNg realiızation hat l DrODOSES sel
ıS en (Boff m“ Boff 198 5) The ree mediations a the
clo-analytical, the hermeneutic, and pastora ractice.
Ihe soclo-analytıcal tihe NECESSAaATY Instruments USse lo00k
the perceptions OT OUTr SOCIal NIexXiIsS Ihe Instruments NECGESSATY
„Improve OUr Derception OT 'contradictory reality, - OVEeTCOTTIe
the IngenuOUSNneSS, the empINCISM, and the moralısm hat Dreven!t
irom aCcQquiring eritical nowledge Of...“ OUTr SOCIal ÖT hat
Bolfftf calls „the soclo-analytical mediation“ Boff Boff 1984

Firstly, wıth the help OT the SOCIO--analytical, Can SEE the contradıc-
LOTY realıty. We e realıty, the empirical aCIis Of the Detween
the rich and We Gan SC@ the aCIis OT unemployment, Of Tew rich
Deople al the EXDENSE Of mMoOoTre DeOpIeE, Of Juxury houses ul al
the EXDENSE of the disappearance Of affordable NOuSesS, the Iımporta-
tion of mMoOore expensive loreign 'o0ds al the CXDENSE OT cheaper home
W foods

Secondly, We INOVE irom SEEING the facts Of the SOCIO-E@eCONOMIC real-
Ity aAWaTrTeNeSsSs Of the interrelatedness of eSsEe aCIS, IC INneVI-

invoke OUT critical Christian CONSCIOUSNESS FOTr the practica
theologıan, ere IS ıre: relationship Detween the diminishing qual-
187 of ıte OT the Indıvidual, the unjust SOCIO-ECONOMIC SIruUuCiIures Im-
DOSed in soclety DY the Drivileg few and the proclamatıon OT Christ

240



GONDITIONS IN AFRIGCA
hat „the pir Of the LOord IS UDO!| DeCcCause he has appoimnted C

Dreach MNEewWws the DOOT. He has sent proclaım elease
the ıves and reCOverIng of SIG 1(070 tihe lınd, sSEel al ıDertyOSEe who proclaım the acceptable YCar Oof the
ord‘ Luke 4:18-19).
The a  Icatıon Of Such <  J SOCIlo-analytical the ana SNuatıon (S-
veals tihe Tollowing: The Iong term ıl f ana Compeite In DOtN
human and matenal rTeSQOUTCEeS In nıghiy technological twenty-first and
twenty-second centuries eing sacrıfıced for short ierm Doalıtıcalgaıns. MuUStT Iso add that theGnhat urge the IMF
orl Dank OrCce d WOT| countriıes iımplement such structural
ECONOMIC adıustment DOllcIeESs are the CONitrary OINg all Dossible
creale Jobs for eır people 15 weill ds uil varıaus sSocıial assıstance
for the ess ortunaite In eır countries. Are AaSSume hat In ese
DOolicıes DTrESUDDOSE notion Oof Ssuperior human In the West and an
inferior human eINg n the Ir world? The Dasıc fact IS that imple-menting ese pOolicIes do NOl Droduce er ONOMIC Iy f
such TECOVETY exXIsts, then l IS beyond tihe recognıition Of MoOSst Gha-
nalans. Rather, tihe ODVIOUS results that Ghanaians Can ä. and feel IS
that ıfte n ana IS clearly dıvided Dbetween „‚the Tew have and the
large have “ Ihe iImplementation ]| tihe policies have Iso gıvenNSEe contex7 through IC the definition OT DOWET, and Of
aCcQquiring, and '  IN Such DOWET IS clearly ıNleren iIrom the
Of tradıtional notion and Of aCcQquiring DOWET. Ihe meanıng OT
DOWET sımply Dut NO sSIimplistic tihe IMeans reatien ÖTr Intı-
maile others, rub hem OT eIr lıvell DYy denyıing nem JObs, edu-
Cation, ea facılıties, and create ecCcoNOoMmIC insecurity and In-
IQuity, yel De able spea and NVINCE the Western Or!| that all IS
well The only IC al work IS SUrVival, and stayıng n DOWET al all
OST

As practical theologıans C Can all hat SOCIa| analysıs alone IS
NOl unique ask of a practical theologian 4A5 well artıcula| DYy FOTr-
resier 1985), Browning (1998 and raCy (1975:3-13, Name
Dut Z Tew 0CI1a| analysıs sShould practical theologian Calls
„nermeneutic mediations“. The hermeneutic 1allon IS the specılal
privilege ask Of the practical heology In IC allow the lıberatinglove Of God niront the contradictory sSOoCcIial rea We ask Such
iundamental questions ASs where IS GOod In hıs contradictory reality?
What 0eSs the word Of God say” What IS Christian response? How
have Christian er DreviOUS Christian interpretation the Kingdom
Of GOod, ustice, love, SIN, forgiıveness, 9 Church, humanity, DTE-

appropriate Christian DO and n Cases have [6-
sulted In FOdUCING nhIs contradictory reality? But C mMuUSsSt avold hat
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Roff calls „Dilıngualism“ (Boff ) l Boff 84  )) In Order words
should avold theologiıcal engagement IC Droduces theological
paralle of the contradictory realıty.
In the Of ana, the hermeneutic 1allon of ustice, |ıDberation,
alld have NOl Droduced eır desiıred esults nolT much OT anYy
bilingualism. Rather, t IS Decause Q have al See the elated-
Ness between indıvidual SIN and SIruUuCiura sSystems that Droduce INJUS-
tice, oppression and cCNaos In er words indıvidual salvatıon IS
stressed whıile the ne! Just SOCIO-ECONOMIC and pOolıtical SYStems eId:
neglected. The indıvidual and COlleCciIve DrayvyerS Of intercession
Iso stressed, while collective polıtical actions sShould aım al address-
INg Iinjustice and polıtical oppression Are neglected. ost anaıan
Christians ake seriousiy ally ıble readıng eır devotional lıves
However, ere IS ess Critical dialectical engagement OT the Scripture,
personal |ıves, the oppressive sOoclopolitical and exploltative SOCIO-
EeCONOMIC Systems ImMpOSsed fifrom IN and without The application
Oof hermeneutic l1atıon n the ana sSocıial CONTIEeXT IS compohnded
DY the fact hat ere ons Daradıgm changes Even, aMONGG
Christians, ere Such fast Daradıgm Changes Detween tihe
servative and iıberal grOouPßS of tihe maınlıne urchnes ere ıre Iso
the Independent Afrıcan urches, and the maınlıne urches
MONGg ese YrOUDS the ra  lonalısts and the Drogressives.
In Such 3 ast changıng CONIEeXT Daradıgms of yesterday MaYy ecome
meaningless Ooday, and Daradıgms Of jester YSaTr IMaYy Iso aDDEaT Ir-
relevanıt the surface. However, critical IO00kK SUuggest!
hat symbols OT yesier day and YCal dr€ evisıted help hem deal
wiırth the 16 contradictory SOCIal realıtiıes.
Thereifore ere IS urgent need for critical theological Dastora
hermeneutic 1a1I10 has OfMmMe Out fifrom hıs ast changıng SItua-
tion the GTlIe hand and yel takıng seriousiy the old Symbols wıtn
IC they MNg the 16 contradictory SOCIal realıties the er
Such an approac f anaıan practica theologıans influence
the 1alıon Of Dastora practice, IC n VIEW IS the goal OT the
practical eologian OT anYy niext ence only 0gIcal nat shall
thirdly and astly lo0k the 1atıon Of the Dastora Dractice ÖT hat
FrOWNING Calls strategic fundamental practica heology
TIhe soclo-analytıcal and hermeneutic medilations SNOuld enable DTaC-
ıcal theologians 1atıon @)| the ora practice”. The
Jatıon Of the pastora practice bydefinıtion IS the strategıc pastora
agenda shall enable Od's Deople experience ustice, Iıberation
and In the WOTrdS Of Bolff l IS -  > „search Out for the viable, SeTN-
SIDIe avenues OWn IC| the lıberation f the DOOT Can travel, In
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the Iramework OT reilgiOus, polıtical, military, Ideological, and ECONOMIC
forces...“ (Boff At the eginniIng Of thıs presentation Ca mention
hat the ana has offered M challenge Ica theologi-

n ana Ö NOW We deal ıth ihe ISSUeS OT Justice, IıDeration and
In opinion the ana demands Ö MuUStT DUTSUC

the ISSUeS Of ustice, IıDberation, and simultaneously. HOowever,
ere Q  C SONMI€ paradoxes In ana IC makes DUFrSUING Justice
and lıberation almost iımprobabily for eyxıst AL shall 1IOW Domnt
OUTt ese Daradoxes In the TolNlowINg paragraphns. It IS ODVIOUS that the-

IS eNOugN frustration, disappoimntment, feeling ofgand rage be-
of n Justice, OppPrEeSSION, and CNaos the 95 of

people mobilize for pastora actıon The easiest INGg appeal
er eelings and MobDilize them ınto AaCcTion address the Injustice,
oppression and CNAaÖOs HOowever, uch approach ll NEV  Y 'ead
catastrophic asSsSıve cCNhaos and violence yon the Management of
anyOoNe. One CannoT ISO qguaraniee that uch pastora mediation
Zlgef nationwide cooperation between the City wellers and the rural
wellers That IS WhY suggest| that the of achleving ustice
and hıberation almo. Makes the existence Of ImMpOOSSIble ÖOl
the ONe hand. On the er hand the present of affaırs IS NIV <
Sfor Injustice and OpPrESSION.
Another nsurmountable probilem n the ana contfexTt IS how l/o0ca-

the centre of the concentric relationships. FOor example, ere IS the
Circle of Among er ciırcles of the DOOT -  99 ethnıc, reitgious,
political kinship, and SEX. Therefore IS MTICUHT, ıf NOT impossible
determine whether ONe Can SUCCeed mobilise DEeODPIE the basıs
of INjustice, OppPreSSION, and rather- than elr ethnicıy, reilgion,

inshinp. TIhe recent problems n Somalıa, Nigeria, Rwanda, ANngo-
/a, the ıddie easlT, and Northern reland pomt ine complexities of
Such pastora mediation

IS NO exaggeration Suggest hat the complexıties Of the SS-
QqUENCES have | SOTNIEe OT the pastora mediations earlıer DOIN
DYy SOTTIEe the maınlıne urcnes In ana In hat respecCt elr EIo
Adre er appreciated than er situations where 3 seemingly
ora paralysıs. Ihe lesson rTaw from all SE ds Christian
Dastora theologıans IS hat QUTr discipline IS DY ts VETY nalure NOT ONIVy
interdisciplinary, Dut Iso OlNSÜC. l IS Iso contextual ASs well A inter-
Cultural Therefore, a need ach O' yel ach one Of MmMuUStT OX -
ercıse ntegrıty n maintalnıng the standards of the discipline while al
the Samle CxercCIsing responsIbility creatıve FOr t S SUucNn o
challenge OT practica heology that inspıres all EiTlo n the ISCI-
plıne, and hope witn all the complextities.
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