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FOr the last decades have een involved In a quie Dut deep-
gOING revolution In the self-understanding and wWwOrk Of practica theol-

Thıs IS leading changes In theological UCalıon and In the role
Of heology In the churches and socleties irom WNIC the members OT
HIS conference COM Ihıs revolution Cceniters In the and [e-
EMETGENCE Of practica heology Ads discipline. In the United States,
it hnas NOl een OO long SINCEe practica NeOology Was regarded ASs el
asemen operation In moOosSstT diıvinıty schools and theological SemNaT-
Ies E Mean thıs Iteralliy: departments of pastora Care, Christian edu-
catıon, church admınistration, homiletics and Iıturgics, and evangeliza-
tion 5 actualliy Oocated n basements ÖTr attıcs, added though
they afterthoughts WNIC n fact they ften were You could
almost COUNt the mMmMoOore academically prestigiOuUs the SCNOO Oof
theology, the greater the STaius difference Dbetiween the sO-Called
classıcal disciplines Of IDIICa tudies, church nIStOTY, systematic the-
OlOgy, and ethics, the oNne hand, and the sSO-Called apph ISCI-
plines, the er
And l ıNeren n Europe? FE In| noTt Departments Of reilgiouUS
UCAallon were Strong DeCcause Of the oblıgation DrEDAaTE teachers
] religiıon for the schools n YOUT countries Occasionally el! wOould
De departments Of SOoCcial SCIENCES and theoOlogy, under the quise of
the theological interpretation Of Culture and soclety But MmMOStT ften the
actual WOrK of preparation OT Dastors and priests for ecclesial leader-
ship Was completed In IMOTe practically oriented rediger Seminars ÖTr
eır equivalents. The university Study Of theological disciplines had
Iıttle Dlace for practical heology
Ihat older arrangement OT the division Of labor In theological educa-
tion res upO A unfortunate understandiıng OT the relation between
eOrY and practice. Ihe description Of practical heOlogy 15 Jl
IheOIOGY indicates the problem We WworkIing with trickle-down“
understanding Ol applıed theology TIhe assumption that the Grea-
Ive work In theology went In the fıelds Of IDIICa Studies, Historical
Studies, and MOST especlally, Systematic T1heology Ethics, Decause l
touched the practica and political, had Q somewhnat ambiqguous
position. Unconsciousliy, theological aCculıes absorbed the DOositivist
Dlas toward hat cOould De called DUTE reason\, scholarshiıp that

205



FOWLER NE  s PRACGTICAL

ceeded In aCccorcdance wıth the GanoTrIs f DUTE reSsearc In the SCI-
In theologıical uCAallon the esults scholarly InQquiry and

constructive interpretation In the SO-Called classıcal disciplines of the-
OlOgYy would De appropriat and applied n the WOTrK OT church leader-
ship and [g practices. Ihat IS hat . when SaYy hat DTaC-
ical heology CONSINU Q  » kınd OT step-Child discipline In theological
tudies We viewed ts work ÄASs derivative and second-hand In his
Derspective Dasitors and educators b encouraged In| Of them-
selves Aas CONSUMers and transmitters f theology, Dut NOl AS PrOdUC-
eIs And the Jalty were viewed 15 Dassıve recelvers OT hıs SE@CONd-
hand theology ransm DYy Dasiors and educators
By the early S, nowever, D  D 16 Derspectives the naliure
and work OT theology began ake form EFdward Farley, - systematic
theologıian, O7TMUula: ese ElI‘ understandıngs In WaY that had
roa| influence ! He iıdentified four major phases In the evolution Of
theology 2S central activity and CONMNcCcern f the church, and alter, the
university. HIs analysıs had the Impa Of shakiıng u OUr routinızed
assumptions about „Dure” and „applied“ theology [Ne Driefly
skeich the four pohases n theology's evolution hat Farley identifies
The Ir pohase Dbegan with the New esiame: church and continued
until the early Midadle Ages In his erq, heology iınvolved Dersona and
eyxistential Inquiry into the mysteries of divine revelation, undertaken
for the sake Of helping the Christian cCommunıty Iıve toward truth Far-
ley Ccalls hısNNeOIl0ogy aDıtus theology as nowledge Of
God Dursued hrough the disciplines Of DTaYVerT, Study, Iıturgical Darticı-
pation, and the practices Oof discipleship. Theology NabDıitus aımed 1O0-
ward the Tormatıon Of DETSONIS and commuUuntItIeESsS In aCccorcdance wirth
the evealed nowledge OT

spiendid example OT the nuriure OT heOology uSs Ca  — be Oovun In
the Rıtes Of Christian Inıtiation IC emerged In the SECONd through
the ıfth centuries Of the church's lıfe In SNUalon NOT unlıke OUur OWT)I,
the church Oun adults drawn l who had NO Christian Y ÖTr
formation. They INaYy have een acdherents Of er Cults, gNOStIC
SEeCIS, Ör acdherents Of the CIVIC reiligion Of the oman EmDpIıre. Over
per! of ree they orked wiırth DETSONS n TE-

brief ment of IS accoun S In ar arley, Ology and Practice Outsicde
tne Glerical aradigm,__ In Don Browning, ral eOI00Y. Emerging
] In Theology, Ur and Wornd. ®© Oork' arper and ROow, 21-41
JIhe nger STA Of Farley'’s Dosition In arley, Theologia: The Fragmentation
and Unity of Theological FEducation. Philadelphia: Oortress Press, See also
Farley's recent TIhe Fragility of Knowledge: Theological Education n
urand the University. Philadelphia: Fortress Press,
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hensive DTOGESS Of formatıon In Christian faıth nat OCUSEeCd not Just
the eaching Of the ıble ÖTr Of Christian doctrine, Dut UDO Involving
them In the Communıty's Dractices Of worship, Ssacramenl_, DraYverT,
StUdy, and SEervVICe Through NgOFrOUS DTOGESS OT such D  aratıon
and examınation, the church Drought catechumens the DOoINt Of
readıness for Daptısm and admıssion the sSacramen! OT NOly
MunNnION. fter eır Dbaptısm Faster Sunday, they underwent iınal
per! of formation and nuriure toward elr orms Of SEervICEe n the
church Dbetiween Faster and Pentecost (Mystagogia
TIhe SEeCOoNd In theology's evolution began EMETGE n tihe
SeconNd through the OUu centuriıes In the ıntellectual DO! OT
the church the challenges OT heresies INn and Of competitive In-
ua ideologıes irom wıthout Ihe OININg of Christian nNne with
the philosophical Derspectives Of neo-Platonism In the work OT
Augustine provides A Dowertul example. Farley Ccalls tNıIs phase The-
Ol0ogy Science. He SEESs Il al ts height In the Summas Of Iho-
[Mas Aquinas, with elr rational reconctılıatıon Of the recovered DNI-
losophy Of Arıstotle with Augustinian theology In thıs Ö  W theology
emerged O the omınan ordering iramework for grounding all human
NOW In the west Theology WasS, In  e the 99 of the SCI-
ences“ Theology SCIENCE provided the intellectual SENETOY and
for the ounding Of the medieval unıversIities. It DerSIS al
least In oman Gatholicısm untıl weill Deyond the Gounter-
Reformation
Ihe ne  X Wa  a of change In theology, Farley, Came
wıt n the iImpacts of the Renaissance and the Reformation, witn elr
respective eiurns classıcal and IDIICa antiıquity. Ihe res retrieval
Of humanıstic traditions, unshackled irom theological control, YaVeE
res mpetus scholarly study The translations of the alın and
reel exXis Of the New Testament into vernacular lJanguages pened
the WaY for the res ılluminations and ntense controversies Of the
Reformation Coupled witn the dawniıng age Of scientific INQUIFY In the
SIXTIEeE and seventeen centuries, ese mMmovements YaVE NSsSe
tihe modern research uniıversity, with ts eginnIng Of the transforma-
tion Of UCAallon for the classıcal DrofeSsioNs nto the work Of speclal-
ized disciplines Of research NO longer „q f the sScIeENCeES“ theol-

had struggle maıntaın In the Ne uniıversities. By
forming allıances witn the emerging „scientific“ disciplines of nhistory,
DMIlOSOpNhYy, DNHOIOGY, and rationally grounded ethics, Variıous epart-

OT speclalized theological Study Degan form Theology
SCcIience ecame theological SCIENCES. uniıty and WOrKING relation
Detween ese disciplinary speclalties In heology Was maıntaıned DY
elr contributions the Drofessional grounding of university-educated
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Dastors and priests Schleiermacher's famous Droposal for the role Of
practica theology ASs the place where the theological disciplines meel

Inform the work Of ecclesıial SCIENCE Drovided OMNe Such influential
ratiıonale for the continulIng DrESENCE OT theological faculties n the MNOW
secularızıng unıversities. As speclalization has continued, professional
quilds SCNOolars In the Varıous theologıical disciplines have era
both confidence and Ver Increasing rgOr n elr work Ihıs has INeVI-
ably | diminıshed CcConversatıon and collaboration between the
disciplines, and ften growINg distancing OT eır work Iirom hat OT
the miniıstrıes OT the churches.
Ihe OUuU phase In the evolution of the work f heology Farley iden-
tıfıes As systematic ÖTr dogmatıc €eOl09y. NOw ara Iirom History
Of Christian Ihought, from Ethics, and ften from IDIICa Studies,
systematiıc theology se Decomes specilalized discipline. In ACa-
demıiıc Circles has increasingly given attention ISSUEeS OT methodol-

and NCcerns about the legıtimation Of ts work AS a disclpline. In
the er Ir of thıs CEeMUrYy academıc systematiıc heology has,
the whole, eCcCome increasingly remole from the Dractices ®)| Christian
aıth In the churches and n QOUr sSOcleties
Ihe emerging e ıe Oof practical heology has directly challenged
thıs OT alfaırs has forcefully reasse nhat theology, n anYy
„classıcal“ CTd, eminently practical theology rom hıs stand-
Domnt the etters of Paul need be sSeen afresh 15 Inventive, nspired
ractica theology ere a Paul inıtlating and respondIng with
hIs Wwritings the challenges of the IrS Christian cCommMUNItIES ASs they
trıed give DOody and les the 116 realıty hat had apprehended
them In the risen Christ We need SC Augustine nOoT U,  O much AS
ayıng OWwn tiımeless dogmatic prinNCIpIES De universally preserved
n the churches, Dut as hıghly gıfted ecclesıial eader writing help
make SE71715  e and shape DO time f threat and
transformatıon In the Roman Empire and In the Church Similarly, O
need the theologıans Of the reformation and COounNnier-
reformation e  45 ICa theologlians, TryYING re-shape the practices
and teachings f the churches In eır STaS, n Ig Oof Ne ISTIOTIC CIN-
CUuMsStiances and challenges. Theology In anYy of ese NOW „Classıca
[as had the cNaracier OT heOlogy habDıtus han OT the theologı-
cal SCIENCES Wa ncerned wit n the shapıng ÖTr re-Shaping Of the
ICce OT the church SÖ that they reflected farıthfulness Christ and
formed congregations OT 'Olk hrough whom MN cOould make hIs ap-
peal In the world In thıs9 they WeTlT€ „lOCal“ theologıies, address-
INg the and specific challenges f Dartiıcular times
places. the impa OT ese challenges they shap powertul
interpretations OT experiences Of revelatıon and OT the documents Of
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scripture and ra|  10N raCcilica| heology SaYyS, however, hat We
Should De MOTre ncerned Iimitate eır farthfulness and creativity,In reESPONSE divine inspiration, hat slavıshliy Ing SY:  aUzeand appily er ractica theological Ssolutions OÖOUr challenges In the
present
At the hneart of practica theology's self understanding and effort
ComMMUNICATtEe ts work We ind the retrieval In theology and philosophyOf the ancıent cConcept OT DraXIS.

raxis, Phronesis, and ragmatism
In the ree!l City-state f IC Arıstotle the kınd of KNOWINGand ıl required for the highest Of ree!l vOocatiıons gO0d polıtical
leadership Was that Oof Dhronesis, IC translate IS „Dractica
wisdom.“ PhronesIis COould De evelop! hrough UCatıon and
through particıpation n DraXIS. By DraXIis Aristotle eilerred
n IC actıon and ONgOING re  10N continually interpenetrate.®
Two er forms Of KNOWING and actıon Ga Dbe contrasted with DraxXIıs
In Arıstotle's writing. First ere IS e07n3a, ifrom IC OUr term eOY
COMes refiers nowledge orn f analytıc ISstance and objectivity.
In detached observatıion and analysıs OT the actıon n the Olympic

93  eorists“ advised Darticıpants NOwW best traın and de-
velop strategies for compettition. At another level, e0Na © the frun

philosophical reflection, resulting Irom the nte nspired
templatiıon metaphysical reality. IS mportant SCo that e071a
and DraXIıs aAare NOT opposites Nor IS OoNe derivatiıve OT the er They

richly complementary Dut ISUNG Orms Of KNOWING and actıon,
anımated DYy ınNeren interests and niex1is, and employiIng ınNeren
methods
Poijesis IS the Ir WaY Of relating KNOWING actıon nNat Aristotle
identified Can De characterized ASs creatiıve SK/ When ar poltter MI-
Xes clay the I9 COoNnsIsStenCy, centers l the wheel, and hen
gradually forms and lıfts t into av CETU Vase, she employs DOEISIS.
TIhe DTOCESS Of earnıng Sk| Ör SWIM Involves the kınd of KNOWING
and acting that IS DOEISIS. In DOEISIS feel with QUT DOdies the [-
ınatıon Of IMDS and SENSOTY signals that make EsSEe INndS OT

ÖOn tne Of DraXIis and ItS history, SE Nicholas WI Theory and Prac-
H  ® The History of Marsixt Conceplt, from Aristotle Notre Dame, ndiana
niversi Of Notre Dame Press, 196/, and Bernstein, Praxıs cthon
Philadelphlia: University Of Pennsylvanla Press, 1971
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Dlex Datterns Of ssible and habıtual As We nsıder the role
OT Dodiliness“ practica theology, wWe wiıll have Teason TECOONIZE
' 3 mportant Of the formation of aırth INeOlogy
habıtus
Let S reiurn OUr fOCUS for oment Capacıty for leader-
ship iMn the Dolıtical Of the CIYy required al least ree ele-

IrS T reQUITES groundIng the myths and NIStOry Of the
DOlIs and TSs evolved DUTrDOSES and ideals Q groundIıng | the CHY-
siate’s SIOTYy and VISION eCcCon reQUITES A WIS  ‚w  a nowledge Of
human naliure and Of the arts OT Oorganızation and DETSUASION Involved

leadership And Ir l TEQUITES a Capacıly for analyzıng and
derstandıng the factors shapıng the present omen(t and Ir chal-
lenges the welfare ]! the ese the Ingredients of
phronesis Ör ractica wWwisdom We need TECOOGNIZE hat ese quali-
I1es S NOl the aCQquIisSNioNS ÖTr DOSSESSIONS OT singular indıyıduals
alone Dut rather they SC Outl of the dISCOUTrSe and reflection-on-

that CONSüÜRtuie the polıtical DTrOCGESS
Let [Ne make ınal that undergird OUr understanding OT the
work Of practica tNeology IrS IS not identical wirth Dractlice
Dpractice represent Datterns Of DYy IC a DETSoN ÖTr

COMMUNITY Garrıes OUuUTt the NEGESSATY eır \ıTte and flour-
ishing Practices o ar'! patterns that have evolved

meel the needs and SEIVe the f ple n rela-
I0N wiırth ach nstitutions Adre made OT SYSiems OT bractices,
SOMEe hat ormally established, MaNnYy others that have evolved
informally.
Secondly, has hat derive respectively, Ifrom
TSs Arıstotelian heritage the hand and TS Marxıst heritage
the er FOor Arıstotle © tihe ONGOINO integration Of CI
and re‘  I0N through IC the political DTrOCESS maıntaıned and
adapted the Oof the CILYy NECESSATY for 165 Nournshing and
maıntenance FOor Marx the hand CONNOIte
intentional strategically aımed at the Ooverthrow of the Dresent
Datterns of ECONOMIC and polıtical domination and eır replacement
DYy the classliess raCcliıca NeOlogy has een influenced DYy
the Marxıst understandıng Of hrough Iıberation and poliıtical
eologies It has een influenced DYy Arıstotelian tradıtiıons hrough the

Of polıtical DhIloSsophies from Europe has een shap DY

FOr S heilpful escription of MNese ree orlentalons of KNOWING Anstotie sSe Iho-
Mas Groome Christan Religious FEducation Shared Praxıs Approach New
York Harper and ROow 198 l
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American pragmatist Dhilosophies IC have nformed the influential
work Of A number OT 1e CEMUrY American theologians. (TIhe
term Pragmatism has DraxXIıs 15 ts root)
IAhıs dual heritage of the tierm DraXIis INIS the claım hat practical
theology has Q Siake n maintalning the viability Of the Ices OT the
churches and elr MISSIONS At the Same time, t ENgaAGES In ONgOINGcritical and Cconstructive EeIlo al transformation toward the greaterfarthfulness and effectiveness OT the churches In the SOCIeties In IC
they ereır wiıtneses

TIhe Hermeneutical and Gorrelational ynamics of Pretical
eOl0gy
NOW let nsiıder characterization Of practical theology Practical
tNeOIOgy, We MaYy SdY, IS

Critical and constructive reflection DV Communities Oof
on C  l  y In the LU of their DFaXis,

Drawing Ö elr nterpretations of normatiıve fro
Scripture 3 tradıtion
in their interpretations OT the emergent chal-
lengess situations they face, and
Leading ONgOINg modifications and ransformation OT

practices
in {O DÜ adequately responsive

nterpretations of the of GOod's S 1{8 Ner-
sShIp.

TIhe TollowiIng chart INaYy De of help In visualizıng the IOw Of INQquiry
and dialogue hat cCcommMUNItIeS Oof arth CarTYy In practica theological
re  10N TIhe examınation OT scripture and ra|  I0N IS stimulated DY
the situations and challenges they face, WNIC call for the
INICalon Ör transformation Of elr WayYyS OT IVING eır MISSIONS and
offering eIr witness et's diagram (next Dage)and SC
ıT Q Can llumine ts ynamıics.
Please I00K wiıth 3 al the Oode! Z have offered (Cf 27 2) By FS-
flection ONn tNIS two-dimensional medium, WE wirll { MNg into IOCUS
the multidiımensional MoOomMmenits and movements Of ractica theological
engagement.
Irst, let MMe all 10N they in number f places, OT
the WOTrdSs interpretation ÖT interpretative. Ihıs term signals that WE
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understand practica theological inking DE, at heart, hermeneuti-
cal actiıvity. Ihe cCommunıty Of faıth IS e  w communıty of interpretation.

IN interpretative iınd rrelational Dynamics of-eO10GYy
Interpretative Discipli Interpretative Disciplines
Biblical, historical, systematiıc
ethical, philosophical, and DOlogy, philosophy Of ucation,

SOCI0logy, psychology, anthro-

comparatve heological studies actıon SCIONC8S, communications,
lılm ? drama, ıterature, the arts.

Theoly\
Past Honwryleniu%lMonmdb'yflomory<—>&mnfrnnudbyfilflu&Tmu

Present rporate and conditions
(00's DraxXis In the and Dersonal covenanting (9) callıng tor practical theological

pastl. Scripture and In nership wiıth (30d's nd. HSCaernNMeEeNnt aldı

present interpretation
Tracition. (3've shape IO presen DraxXis. Carrnied Out DYy grounding In and

and discernment. commMUnNItISS
In and hrough the praclces Tradition employed In NgolIng

interpretation.

f

Administration Proclamation Care & GCure Formation
Worship Souls

Persons
Transformation

Evangelization Mission and
Prophetic Wıitness

As A  J community Of interpretation, the church INnds ts unifyıng and IO-
cal dentity hrough ts ONgOING engagemen!t with and interpretations OT
nat ICeNUT the ode! ASs „Past Of emoOrYy and Promise“. In
scripture and ral  I10N the church |ıves In relatıon ONgOING interpre-
ations Of the „Remembered Patterns Of Od's PraxIis“ In the Dasti
Scripture and ra  10N, engaged n ONgOING interpretation, provide tihe
lenses MapsS DYy IC { discern the Datterns of Od's INn-
volvement In the in-Dreakıng presen.. The „Ecclesial Practices“ identi-
fied Delow represent the WayS the „Past of EeMOTrY and Promise“
orms and akes $  —_ In the SOUl and minds and r  ICces Of members
Of the communtity. Ihıs ncludes elr grounding n Scripture and Ira-
I10N t includes the emotional dispositions formed In elr ea
ethical sensIbilities hrough the DrayerS, MUSIC, sacrameniIis, the OX -
es Of others, AS weil ä the proclamation and teaching O1 ıble
and ra  1I0N All Of thıs edimented Complex of KNOWING, attıtudes,
and Datiterns Of eNavıor shape the Iinterpretations the community
makes f the present challenges and con!  I10NS they face.

elr Dersona Corporate Ive ıre shaped DY „Present In-
rmed DYy eMOTY and Hope“
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the Sarte tıme, through ese ecclesıial ractices, and eır ooOlagen scripture and tradıtions, they IsSo look toward the ure, < „ruture

iframed DYy Faith and rusJ.W. FOWLER  NEW SHAPE OF PRACTICAL THEOLOGY  At the same time, through these ecclesial practices, and their rootage  in scripture and traditions, they also look toward the future, a „Future  framed by Faith and Trust“. Through these practices they engage the  society that surrounds them in mission and evangelization, in social  witness and political praxis. As they make their interpretations of the  challenges presented by the unfolding future, they do so with instincts  and imaginations shaped by their personal and ecclesial memories of  God's patterns of faithfulness in the past, and their experiences of  God's faithfulness in the present.  The patterning of time we are working with here is reminiscent of that  which Augustine offered in the eleventh chapter of The Confessions.  In Section xxvili he writes, „But how does this future, which does not  yet exist, diminish or become consumed? Or how does the past,  which now has no being, grow, unless there are three processes in  the mind which in this is the active agent? For the mind expects and  attends and remembers, So that what it expects passes through what  has its attention to what it remembers‘“* The community of faith, in its  interpretations of present and future, expects, attends, and remem-  bers, with minds and hearts shaped and furnished by „Memory and  H opeu  How does a church or ecclesial community awaken to the realization  of a need for change in its praxis? How does a community of faith  recognize that it must engage in fresh ways in fundamental practical  theological re-working of its practices, its ways of being and mission?  One could hope that as part of the habitus of their ways of being the  church, they would be continually alert to the internal nudges of the  Spirit of God. One could also hope that, like soldiers engaged in a  field of battle, the church would have sentinels and systems of obser-  vation to detect a shift in the fields of their service, or identitfy new  sources of danger and challenge. When a community of faith begins  to recognize that new challenges and conditions call for new patterns  of response and praxis, a process of intentional practical theological  engagement can be the result.  When this need is recognized and émbraced‚ a community of faith  begins a practical theological process that is both hermeneutical and  correlational. That is, it begins an intentional process of inquiry and  reflection that engages in focused analysis and interpretation of the  situation and emergent challenges that call for its attention and ad-  dress. The community must ask, „What is going on? What are the  4 St. Augustine, Confessions. (Tr. by Henry Chadwick) Oxford: Oxford University  Press, 1991, p. 243.  213Through ese practices they engage ihe
soclety that SUrrounds hem n MISSION and evangelization, In SOCIal
witness and political DraXIs. As they make elr interpretations of the
challenges presen DY the unfolding ure, they do SO wıth INSUNGIS
and imaginations shap DYy eır personal and ecclesıial memorIeS Of
od's Datterns @]! farthfulness n the Dasıi, and elr experiences OT
od's faıthfulness In the Dpresen!.
The patterning OT time a WOrKING witn here IS remmmnISCEnNt )| that
IC| Augustine offered In the even chapter Of The Confessions.
In Section XXVIN he Wwrites, „But NOW 0es his ure, WNIC! 0eS NOl
yel exIist, IMINIS ÖT ecome consumed? ÖOr NOW 0es the Dasıl,IC 1IOW has NO eINg, GrTOW, unless efe ree n
the iInd IC In his S the actıve agent”? FOor the Iind EXDECTS
attends and remembDers, that hat EXPECIS DaSSes hrough hat
has ts attention nat remembers‘“* The cCommunıIty falth, In ts
interpretations of present and ure, attends, and em-
bers, with miınds and ea shapı and furnished DY EMOrYy and
Hopen
How 0eSs A church ÖT ecclesıial communıIty awaken the realiızation
f need for change n ts DraxXIis”? How 0es d COoMMuUNItY of 'aıth
recognize hat t must ENGAGE n res WaYS n iundamental ractica
theological re-working Of ts Dractices, ts WaYyS Of EeINg and mission?
One COuld hope nhat 15 Dart OT the habıtus OT elr WaYyS Oof EeINg the
cChurch, they WOUld De continually alert the internal nudges OT the
pir| OT God One COuld Iso nope that, Iıke soldiers engaged In w
1e Of attie, the church wOould have sentinels and SYSiEMS OT ODSEeT-
vatıon eieC| sShıift In the fıelds OT elr Service, ÖT identitfy 1e
SOUTCES OT danger and challenge. When cCommunıIty of alth egins

recognize that Nne  s challenges and condtitions call for e Datterns
Of reSPONSE and DraXIS, C  er DTrOCESS OT intentional practical theological
engagement De the result
When thıs need IS recognized and émbraced‚ d cCommunIty Of arth
egins practical theological DrOCESS hat IS DoOotN hermeneutical
correlational That S, l egins intentional DITrOCESS Of InQquiry
reflection that ENGaAGES In focused analysıs and interpretation Of ihe
SIUuAalon and challenges nat call Ior ts NUuon and ad-
ress The cCommunıIty must ask, „What IS gOING on? What the

St Augustine, Confessions. (Tr DY Henry Chadwick) Oxford Oxford University
Press, 1991,
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hreats We face? What are the dangers and challenges mMust ad-
dress? What gOoOdSs Adre ake n thıs situation?“ eır INg
eginnIng analysıs wirll De nformed DY elr eadiıng of scripture
ra  10N, and DYy the ethics and value systiem IC they hold But
they Will ISO iurn er „Interpretative Systems“ OSe f the
SOcCIal SCIENCES and er Derspectives Suggest In the rg
hand f OUTrT odel They will COonsult with members of the
comMUNItEeS affected DY the threat Ihey will wıth Varıous
„eXP In Such interpretation. rom ese [EeS0QUTCES they wıll identify
the eliements OT Darticular strategies Ney MIg employ. They will
Identily Varilous Dotentia allıes ıth whom they mMIg Join meel the
challenges.
At the Samle time, however, they will iurn er „Interpretative DIS-
ciplines” and „eXP OSe hat IOCUS the Scriptures and radı-
t1ONSs of the communIty of aıth (see ihne eft-hand corner). ere
they will ask for nelp In findıng and models for qguiding the
SPONSES and inıtlatıves they IMaYy shape In relatıon the Currenit chal-
ljenges. TIhey IMaYy discover nat from eır normatıve tradıtions they
wıll Ind TEeSOUTCES and precedents that will Drovide alternatıve and
res Derspectives they Can ffer the coalıtiıons witn whom they
work They IMNaYy Iso fıind mora and spirıtua dimensions In the CNSIS
that they had NOT Dreviousiy recognized They MaYy ISO Ind
STIraınis regardiıng SONMIEe strategies ÖTr approaches they mIg have
CONSICET! What D describing here has een cal C  A DTrOCESS @)|
„mutually critical correlation“.>° the hneart Of intentional practical
theological engagement We Ind thıs dynamıc dialectic Interpretations
of the Situations of present challenges and eır dre Drought
into mutually critical correlatıon wIith interpretations of the normatıve
SOUTGES of Christian 10N and practices.
ome practical theologlians, Tollowing the influential work Of ans
eOrg Gadamer, (Truth and Method) reier nıIsS DTOCESS Aas Greäa-
tive „‚TuSsIon of the horizons“ Of interpreted SOCIal realıty wıth OSe Oof
interpreted Christian normatıve sources.®© {Ihıs image of the fusion of

See aVı raCcy, Blessed Rage for rder. The New Pluralism n Theology. New
Oork UrYy Press, 1975, Chs and See also raCcy, „The Foundations f
ral e0ol0ogy n Don rOWNING, S ractHca) e0I0GY. The Emerging Jeild
n Theology, Church and World. New ork arpe| and ROWwW, 1983, 61-82
damer IS Trum and Methodg, New Oork: Seabury Press, 1975 ÖOn „fusion f
OrIZONS _ e 273S8, 33/1, Among practical theologlans makiıng uUSse Of Gada-

hermeneutical theory arl Gerkin, The Living Human Document Hevi-
SIONING Pastoral Counseling n AV  { Hermeneutical Nashville Abingdon Press,

rKIN, dening the Horizons: Pastoral Responses Fragmente: Society.
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horizons IS mportant the creativity and imaginative 1IEeW-
that Can resußt iIrom SUucCh Q DTrOCESS. 0es NOl (070 far

Suggest that wnhen Such DTrOGESS IS thoroughiy and a  y carrıed
QuUT, tihe esults have tihe Dotentia OT Producing ne'  s VISION and
miıtment Of A SOM We assoclate ıth experlience Of revelation.
ÖOne Carn from his description Why [ —— aaaa }  [ —— aaaa } have characterized the WOTrK
f Dractica heology ASs both interpretative (hermeneutical) and TEe-
atona Perhaps YOU Cal Iso © In res WaYS NOow practical theol-

provides the DYy IC ONgOING interpretation Of cripture
and ra  10N, In correlation wıitn present situations and challenges, C
fuel Of change n the practices OT QUTrT cChurches, while hon-
OrInNg continuny and KeePING al wiıth OUTrT scriptures and tradıtions

Common Characteristics of Practical Theological proa-
ches

Perhaps 7l will De nelpful a SummMmarıze of the marks hat CIS-
UNqUIS the emerging New Ir  I10NS In practica heology Irom er
approaches. A wirll USe AS examples of ese characteristics SoMe AdS-
DEeCIS of the approaches employed DY Darticıpants In AIS CcConierence
ÖTr OSeEe that have influenced them

Praxis- T heory-Praxis. Practical theologıical me claıms ä ts
starting place SOME NieXT ÖOr CONTIEeXIS OT DraXIıs. Ihat IS Say,
arıses In re  10N OUul Of the CcConiex{i OT ONgOING ractices n 1C|
ComMUNItEeS OT aıth ENGAGE IT arıses OUuT OT practices and eiurns
practices. Its qgoal IS nOot the formulation OT aDsiracC; understandings ÖT
princIples. Rather, l IMS al tihe HMICalon toward greater farıthful-

and adequacCy Of the practices witn IC l egins
One OT the SOUTCEeS iIrom IC the re-EMETGENCE OT practical theology
had aken ts dırection IS the IOCUS n the United States „CONGTEG-
atıonal tudies.“ Thıs WOTIK, IC began wıitn SOCclological and anthro-
DOological tudies OT reillgious communities In the late 19/0’s, inıtially
aımed al rying SE[IVEe theological educators and Dastora strategists
In inding mMore eifeCcive WaYyS Impa' congregations witn M.

Philadelphlia: 'estminister Press, 1986 and Don rownIng, Fundamental rachH-
cal Theology. Descriptive and Stategic Proposals Minneapolls: ortress Press, 1991
Gadamer has had d deal of nfluence and through the 'ork of NT raCcy,
op.Cit. and The Analogical Iimagination. New ork: Crossroad, 1981
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theologıcal teachings.‘ {Ihıs involved Drior theologıcal commMItMeENnt
and intent IC| YaVE )MNSe the study f congregations for DUTDOSES
OT MNGING about change, the directions of IC were determined In
advance DY DETSOTIS and groups irom beyond tihe congregations. Ihıs
could De call classıc theory-praxis-theory approach. In the
COUTS®@ of Tew however, practitioners Of congregational Stud-
1eS began recognize the riCHhIy layered complexIity Of tihe Dractices Of
congregations. They began OMe understand that the fjormatiıve
DOWET Of congregational practices QOCS deal deeper han hat

[!elre change In the artıculation Of eır theology Can affect Wıth
ese insights ere aDDeaTr KS lıke Schreiter's ONst-
ruCting LOcal FTheologıe and ames Hopewell's Congregation.° They
have challenged and elp practical theologians recognize hat
change n the practices ] reilgiOous cCommMuUNItIeS MmMuUsStT Degın wıth
helping congregations face and Marme the I  S al IC eır DTAaAC-
tices Are inadequate, unfarthtful, ÖTr both Matthew Lamb, influenced DY
hIs eacher onNnannes Metz, enchma olıdar with
Victims, n IC he OW decisively NOW the moOost influentia the-
ologiıes of the J1e! CEeNTUTY virtualiy always approached the
churches irom the standpoint @)| the DriorIty f theory. !©0

Practical theologıical approaches are contextual, Jocal, and
CIOSEe experience. In the aspırations Of SOM philo-
sophica ÖOr systematıc theologıes, practica heology 0eSs NOT aım al
timeless, unıversal ÖT comprehensive interpretations of Christian radı-
tiıon In MaNYy WaYyS, practical heology IS „problem-posing“ tNeOIlOgy. In
ts ONgOING monItorıng OT the horizon of challenges and ISSU@S the
church aces T esponds CrIsSIS events OT ISSUEeS DYy nıtiat-
INg practica theologıcal dISCUSSION and InQquiry Ihıs IS NOl Sdy that
ts WOTrK IS merely Diecemeal ÖT iragmentary. In IManYy WaYS ihe
churc self-understandiıng and comprehensive interpretation of the
meanıng Of the Gospel brought into question DY the practical
challenges and ISSUEeS l aces However, nstead Of approaching
scripture and ra|  I0N wıtn the intent make systematic and COMDTE-
hensive interpretations, t approaches hem wıtn the fOCUSs OT tihe DaT-

FOr representative Wwritings Of this Dosition S Jackson Carroll, Gar/ Dudiey
and ılıam McKinney, Eds., Handbook for Congregational Studies Nashville Abing-
don Press, 198 and Gar/ Dudiey, Bullding 'eCcCHive Ministry. San FrancGciSCO:
arper and ROW, 1983
Maryknoll, New ork IS Press,
Hopewell's IS ongregation Stories and Structures. Philadelphia: Fortress
Press, 1987
New ork Crossroad, 1982
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ticular and local ISSUEeS confronts TIhe UIC Dractica theologian
OoNannes Van der Ven and the he works wiıth al Nıjmegan Unt-
versity call approac ICa theology „Empirical Theology
In OING O they DaYy Dartiıcular the analysıs Of SOCIal
Cultural problematics nhat challenge the church res theological
inking. At the Sare ıme they GONMNCceEernN themselves understand the
WaYyS cContemporary DEeOPIE frame ese ISSUE that theology MaYy
address em ! intelligible and credible ways.

raCcica theology eclaıms the approaches Of l theology}
Ihe apostle Paul eiferred the ekklesia the COMMUNILY Of DETSONS
called together e lleE Christ 15 „the Body Of MN cß

He spoke of the UNIQUENESS Of the gifts Of OSe who make u the
of the Darts f OUTrT DOodiıes the a tihe SYES the

an the eet of the COMMUNIY We C creedal COMMUNITY WNO
ake seriousiy the wiiness DOAdIIy resurrection Oof the Jesus Wwhose
body whipped, hung and Dierced with Theo-
IO0Y us akes ınto aCcCCOouUntT OUTr „bodiliness“ 15 colleague Re-
ecCa Opp DUIS n1 2 OQur cognitive fjunctioning constitutes
J relatively Im Dart Of OUTr modes Of KNOWING and relating the
Dhysica world and achn er We OUr Dodies We have DOWET-

emotionalCand pDatterns that shape the frameworks
IC We CONSIruCt and| OUTrT EXDETIENCES Ihe evels QUT
ENETGY and mportant WaYyS depend UDO! OUTrT DOdies Like-
WISE@ OUr bodily ea Can De deeply affected DYy the irames Of
MEANINOG ÖT meaninglessness hat characterize the and SUD-
comMUNINEeS with WAIC identiiy. eologian Sallıe McFague has
IdIy Drought OUTr EXDETIENCES Of bodiliness into her rgorousliy (eA-
tive work the heology Of tihe Body of God Bodiliness ı theology

ItANS takıng OUTr natural and human enviıronments seriousiy.
takıng Sseriousiy the substances We and others Ingest INTO QUTrT

J1es for nouriıshment for healing and for the alteratıon of OUur MOOdS
and subjectivity Bodiliness takıng ihe architecture and DNYySI-
cal features OT and CONSITU envıronmenNITS Serlousiy And
bodiliness ANIS profoun Care about hat happens tihe bodies OT

I onNnannes Väal der Ven Practical e0OI0GY Empirical Approach Kampen Ihe
Netherlands Pharos Publishing 199
Hebecca Opp Saving Work eMnNIS: TAaCclce: of Theological Education OUIS
Ville Westminster John KNOX Press 199 She 'edits MT Kelsey wIıth the {e|  3
bodiliness S TO Understand Truly 'hat's eological  out Theo-

09ica | oulsville Westminster John KNOX Press 199 D 119
liıe McFague e/s of G00 e0100Y or an Ecological Nuclear Age Hade|
phla ortress Press 198 and McFague The of Ecological e0I00Y
Minneapolis Fortress Press 199
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DETSONS especlally CcCNılaren In the ECONOMIC and SOCIal ragmen-
ations assocIıa: wıth the advances Oof maı capıitalism and the
global spread Cultural values OT Nortnh America and Europe. Practi-
cal theology cannot do ts work wiıth the aCı assumption hat people’s
Dodies begın wiırth elr neck and extend only upward. Ihıs g
er, nat practica theology ODDOSES docetic theologies hat
Dartmentalıze the spirıtua and the ohysical, and that shrınk the

Of the church tihe private and spirıtua needs OT 16 members
Practical NeOlogy includes, but IS NOT: ‚ective WO.  z

n the Art of ecciesia practices In the er world @]!
SO-Called „classıcal“ and „applı theOology, the disciplines hat orked
wiıth the Nnciona speclalties of applied NeOlogy COould De taught and
written aDOout separately. ere were Drofessors of homiletics, WNO
orked Darticularliy exXegesis, SEIMOON construction, rhetorical
styles, and effectiveness In comMMUNICAtION Ikewise, reilgious educa-
IOrSs 0uWN! elr princıpal academıc colleagues M seCular educa-
IOrs The ften SNar‘ the assumptions and standards Of UuCatlıon
shaped DYy the „schooling“ eils, Carryıng eır work without DaT-
ticular attenuon ts theologıical ÖT eccliesia foundations Professors
Of Dastora GCaTre, seekIng legıtimate elr eaching and reSsearch,
ften grounded themselves In the heorlies and clinıcal practices Of
secular DsyCchological tradıtıons Frequently AIsS Incorporating
Dractices and approaches hat solated indıviduals Irom eır
muntıties f arth and did Iıttle address the spirıtua erises and nun-
geTS they carrıed
In the work Of contemporary practical theologıans still SPE 0Cal [ e-
search and writing pastora theology, homıiletics and reilgiOus edu-
catıon BRut ere Are SONMIeEe remarkabile New Datterns emergıng. Work
In pastora Care DYy Pam Couture, Just er example, focuses

the experience OT and CNladren In tihe niext Of the WoOTrId-
Ide phenomenon Of the „‚ftemIinization Of DOoverty She addresses
churches and soCclety regardıng the need recognize and alleviate
the erises Of womens and children's Iıves In OUr CONtemMporary SOCIE-
1es In OINg she draws wıth DOWET the ethical and IDIICA|
SOUTCES of the Christian ra  I10N, offerIng them In WaYyS hat ENGaAGE
Datiterns @)| Dublıc debate In OUTrT societies. 14 Work DYy Kar/| rns NIp-
KOW and Friedrich Schweitzer uCatıon In Germany has CX
ese Same In Of comMNTMeEeNnt: and methods

amela d es: Are the Poor”? Women's ove!l amlly Ollcy, and
Practical eO10gYy ashvılle bingdon Press, 1991
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raClica| theology WOTrKS In languages: the „Janguageo|

the 6‘ and „Janguage the wall.“ In Ings and WE
read the SIOTYy of the time when erusalem, under the reign HEeYZ-kıah IS Surrounded DY huge host Of Ssyrian rOOPS, sent ere DYyKINg Sennacheri The Ssyrian forces have een plundering and
Sacking the cıtıes of Jerusalem, the ınal DrIZe, IS NOW
Dlucked. eZIKIa old, and In the fourteenth YCar OT NIS
reign, IS Q  > DIOUS and arthful KINg TaCıng Q errible SNUalon IS has al-
ready strıpped the gold and sılver ff the itar and a  intments of the
temple and irom the OOTS Of the Dalace HIs reaSury IS eMPLy ere

anls
O IMOTrTe materia|l objects wıith WNIC!| DUuYy ime against the Assyri-

TIhe Rabshakeh, Sennacharib's haughty ambassador, with nIS
entourage the (Op OT the wall hat Surrounds the belea-
quer: City He IS mel DYy representatives OT ez  1a WNO asked hım
polıtely NvVerse with hnem In Aramalıc, IC IS tihe language OT
iınternational diplomacy. „DOo NOl spea In Hebrew, In the
hearing OT OSe Of OUTr ple Wwho the wall.“ The Rabshakeh
responded witn insult and threat „Has asiter sent - eal
ese words YOUT aster and VOU, and NOl the ple sitting
Ö  Jn the wall, WNO ire doomed witn yYOU eal eır dung and
MNn elr OWnN unne“”?“ Ihen, In QV loud VOICEe and n Dad Hebrew, he
Shouts nIS demands, laced with UCHIVe Dromises and dıre threat
„DO NOl Iısten ezZIKlIa for thus SayS the KINg Of Assyria ake
yYOUT wiıth INe and GCGOMIE OUtT then CVETY Ö of YOU will
eal fifrom YOU OWnN vine and YOUT OWN fIg iree, and NN Irom VOU
OWN cistern, untıl COM  D and ake YOU aWaY land lıke YOUT Ö
land, C  er land of graın and wine, land Of rea| and vineyards, A land
Of Olıve OI1l and ONeY, that VOU MaYy lıve and NOT d|6' 66 Il IngsS, 18:26-
27)
ezeklia and nNIS advısors gather In the palace. Ihe KING SenNnds @)|
HIS officıals Consult wiıth the prophet salıah eZIKIa S g Oof
DraYer, recalls Od's farıthifulness In the pasti and Dlaces nIS desperate
SNUalon beifore the Lord The MESSAGE from salah GCGOMes He nas
ea S Word irom tihe LOrd He eils eZzZIKIa| hold ırm and lay
NIS Ca and the arrogant hreats of Sennacheri Defore God
ezekıia IS given ASSUuTa  C that C TUr will the Ssyrian
general reiurn nIS OWN land, and hat Sennacher'| will die the
hand @)| oNne of NIS OWN SoN\Ns And ASs though miraculousliy, the SSYT-
lan armıVYy IS removed 4S threat The farıth and righteousness OT Hez-
IKIa| o  C vindicated
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ÖOld esiame €eOI0glan, alter rueggemann has made thıs SIOTYy
the basıs for offering powertul sel of observatiıons about the kınd Of
'oöormatıon In faıth that IS requıre ‚pbehınd the wall“ for pDeople OT faıth
Her elr witness and challenge the values and assumptions of
secular socıeties 93 the wall.“1>
raCclıca| theology that IMS qguide churches In the shapıng and [ S-
shapıng Of elr public witness n secCular SOCIeNES MUST DE rooted In J  .
VIgOFrOUS Iıte Of worshıip, DTraYyerT, proclamation and Study Of scripture
and ra|  1I0N I1 practica heology IS help churches unmask the
preienses )| secular value SITUu and the eductive injustices @)|
capitalıs: and maı economıies, CcComMMUNItEeS Of faıth have
grounded deeply n alternate sel of storiıes, and De equIipped with

altermnate sel of virtues. Brueggemann SayS that ıf the churches
gOINg er eır witness and quidance ‚Deyon the wall In credıble
and relevant WaYS, they mMuUst be cCap.  e of relatıng rstian MNMONTMNa-
tıve Judgments and VISIONS In jJanguage that intellıgıble and that has
bıte for OSe who ave NO Christian IMEIMOTY Ör commMmı!tmMents racti-
cal heology of tnıs SOM works n languages: the language .behind
the wall“ and the jJanguage for a 33 the wall.“

The CC Shared of theSof SE OfE

In rying characterize the shape Ol Dractica theologıcal work
ave emphasızed ts rootedness n praXIis. CII ave SIreSSsE! that Il IS
ntextual and OcCal, and that l [a[ EA"J tO experience. Ihe
© practica theology seeks reclaım and reshape theology
bıtus for OUr time and for OUTrT SOCIeEtEeS Ihe S practica theology
INnKSs the StUudy and strengthening OT the ract! OT ministry the
larger asks of formiıng and QuIiding the farıthifulness Of commuUntItIesS of
faıth In fınal poIlnNt, m— stressed the need for practica theology
ts work n jJangauges: the Janguages Of DTaYGT, praise and DrOG-
amatıon behind the wall,“ and the launguages f Dublıc discourse 99
the wall.“
As -CO OUT conclusion [-— —— MUSIT pomnt dımension Oof theologı-
cal work that has ecome particularly problematic for ay'’s aD-
proaches practica| theology. D speal Of the challenge and the need

alter Bruk  N, „The Legitimacy of ectarian ermeneutic“ n Boys,
Fducation for Citizenship and Discipleship. Philadelphia: Pılgrım Press, 1989,
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Ner intelligıble and conVviıctional metaphors hat K will call
theX GOod QUT me and Ner equaliy compelling and CO-
related metaphors for patterns Of l  Nan partnership with God’s
X
In uNnıversily ase systematıc theology Oof the last Ilty YSaTrS ere has
een otable neglect of hat nıstoricalliy Was ca the „Providence
Of God In have riıed address >.i. .ll of the rea-
SOT1$S for OUr Uurnıng aWaY from thıs kınd OT fOoCus theological WOrK
ere O will only DOINI Out that the & practica tNeology's IM-

Wworking contextually and locally, and 8  n work in DId-
XIS have made n SUSDICIOUS of speculatiıve systematıc theologies QS-
peclally OSEe dealing witnh tihe Drovidence ÖT OT God Liberation
eologies have nOoT een SO INg about
But they have ften een IZ for subtly ÖT Diatantiy shaping the

Of God il the NIOUTS ] the Ideologıical comM—MMeENITS they
MNg the ıble Similarly, miıddie class academıcs have een AC-
Cused Of MINgING OUr class lased and Datrnarchal ideologies OUr
eEIT0 COonstirue God n lely and history And ere a
millions OT Deople in tnıs Century who OoOking UDO! tihe IMass
slaughters the holocausts and the terrorıst Wars carr Out IO0 OT-
ien the Of OUr gOods sımply have concluded that GOod elps
OSe WNO „help themselves“ Dut here NOl enjamin Franklin's

Of the phrase Dut rather the f the Ords Of interna-
tional capıtalısm and eIr smaller scale everywhere who
„nelpiIng themselves“ al the ECXDENSE Of the DOOT and OT natlure and
the utures Of all OUTrT CNılaren

acknowledge the weilght Of EsEe actors makıng uSs remely
Ul 15 C find and fjormulate WaYyS OT offerIng the WIIness
Of IDIICAa faıth 4S regards God S iınvolvement the of
iure and history But submiıt nIıs gathering hat We Cannot allor!
ul theologıical approaches around without
inding WaYyS theologıicalliy help commMuUnNItIeS f farıth Correlaite elr
OWN al faı  Iness witn the WaYyS SpIr! IS present and
actıve OUTrT world
Don FrOWNIN has aced and named tNıs need nIS unda-
mental TaClica Theology. He argueS forcefully hat ere must De
visional Component Iinking God OUTrT CcConiexis Of actıon OUT the-
ologiıes hat Can ground the normatıve quidelines of OVEe and ustice
have named and orked ıTn AIS 15 Dart Of approac

Minneapolis ortress Press 1991
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aıth Development and 'asSst0ora. Care‘/ and n C Ne'  s manuscript hat
will aDDeEaT In the COMING year. !8 Browning and ( m— have, n Somewhat
ınNeren WaYyS, both drawn the metaphorical theology Of Riıchard
Niebuhr, n thısr and have wrıitten about Od's Creating, GOV-
erning e Liberating/Redeeming praxis.‘$ roWNINg has drawn
the IiImplications of ese metaphors for n theological ethıcs Z 93
have ollowed Niebuhr n developing O-reila: metaphors for the
Datierns of humans' Dartnership wıitn God n co-Creation, GCO-
Governance, CO-  105n and RHedemption.
In addltıon the Inı Of OD]  1ons ese approaches —— ention
earlıer, ere IS widespread Se715@ hat the connecting Of practical
heology DIDJICAally derıved metaphors that depict the PFraxXis of GOod
aprıorı disqualifies OUr WO irom anYy consıderation in QUTrT Droader
secular and reilgiousiy pluralistic sSocleties. S Dossible speal Of
the DraXIs Of n theology hat COould address broader Dluralıstic
ÖT secular society? Let share wiıth YOU the kernel! Of <  > couple OT
cCOoNVvictions TL a  | E S forming AIS ISSUE@e

In the reilgiousiy pluralistic (and the milıtantiy secular) CcConiex{is In
IC o work Deople exhiıbit NIgn evels Of spirıtua hunger and ethıi-
cal anomıe Ihıs con  1I0N makes l essential hat We Ind intelligıble
and imagınatıve WaYyS Her the VISIONS, practices and
truths Of QUTr faıth tradıtions We Are called develop 116e orms of
apologetic theological COomMMUNICAtION and formatıion ress
OSEe who cdrawn spirıtuality and ethical awakening. We need

kn together COSMOIOOY and compelling metaphors for at-
Ing, UudgIıng, lıberating and redeemIng influences In human soclety
We need provide Of communıty and Care where DpSsople
Can experience and regaın the lıberating disciplines OT Drayer and
pralse.

Equaliy mportant, Dut ven INOTe urgen(, Ca Delieve, IS hat DTrO-
vide intelligible metaphoric and cConNnVviıctional images of Od's DraXIis
1or the members Of OÖOUT Christian commMUNItIES of alth Members Of
Christian commMUNItIES must have and metaphorical clarıty for

Philadelphia: ortress Press, 198
James —owler, Faithfulness and ange. Human Development, ame and Ihe
thics of 0Calon. ashviılle bingdon Press, (In Press)
FOr ar indeptn AaCCOUNT Of J1ebuhr's Of these metaphors SE  566e Fowler, TOo See The
Ingdom: The Theological Vision of Rıiıcharad Niebuhr. Nashville bingdon Press,
1974 and ham, Maryland Universities Tess Of America, Fr eifor!
fresn practical theological construction ullding from thIs Niebuhrian tradtion
Fowler, Falrthful ange. The Personal and Public Challenges of 'osIimogenm I ife
Nashville bingdon Press,
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understanding NOW eır vOocations and farthfulness De parı Of the
work and will ]! God We will NOL get far with the SEerlO0Uus enewal Of
practica theological engagement In QOUr congregations faıl al thıs
fundamental ask
Ironically, 5 ———— 7 end reflections the Ne shape of practica heol-

wiırth challenge colleagues that a ul deeply into OUr
agenda attention re-fundIng the visional leve!l Oof OUT work LO
callıng for invest OUTr EiTO! In hat mIg give rise d DrOVI-
sional, revisable, Dut quite SEe7IO0USs and darıng Systematic raClica|
Theology callıng IOr -  4J theology IC arıses Out of and eiurns
the Ocal, the ncreie and the CONTEeXTIUA| situations In IC a WOrK

should make SEerIO0US effort, hrough intercourse witn tihe Bıble and
wıth the works f others from ınNeren ntexts and ettings, 2VOId
ideological captıvity and entrapment In aDstiractı At the O time,
N should endeavor er relevanıt and Dowertul epiction hat will
enable SE the subtle depths and D patierns of
suffering and providential DOWET In Dreserving, healing and
redeeming Od's beloved creatiıon Through such Dractica theologı-
cal witness and whom We eacCh, MaYy De moOoved, EMDOW-
ered and guided In making ourselves mMmMore fully Q  \ Dart Of 0d's WOTK
In QOUT tıme and In OUTrT places.

D


