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introduction

Ihıs volume ntaıns the DaDETS from the SECONd meeting Of the In-
ternatiıonal Academy Of Practical Theology WNIC Was held n erne,
Switzerland, n Ju fl-7 1909 The conierence OpIC Was „Normativity
Context n Practical e0l0gy“. FOor ASOTIS of only the plenary
DaPerSs COould De ncluded n hıs volume Ihe collegıal DaDeEerTS IC|
Welre sen al the contference, wWwOould ıll one ÖTr mMoOoOTre addrıtional
volumes practical tNeology
The DrOGTaTM Of the contference Was carefully brepared and blanned In
detaıl DYy international DrOGgrTam committee!. Ihe format OT the COT!-
erence Was based the idea Of NOT Just havıng number Of SDEA-
kers WNO WOUuld address the coniference IC independently of ach
er Rather, ere Was De clear connection Detween the Varıous
bresentations. Readıng the DaDETS Of thıs volume, mMIg De nelpful

kKeep hıs connection In Ind
Before a description Of thıs connection Ca De given, SOMMe Dack-
ground information IS NECESSATY. During the IrS conference Of the
Academy (Princeton 1993), CD number Of referring the Iu-
iure work Of the Academy WeTrTe exXpressed:

uralı Of Presentations Should COM iIrom ıNeren
Darts of the world and from ıNeren DOSItIONS Irom North
OU Fast and West, and IMe  =
Pluralıty Of approaches practical heology n dialogue IT IS
the Ccademy'’s expressed intention nclude NOl Just aNne aD-
Droach practical heology Dut ecome iWare OT the exIisting
Dluralıty In nAIS 1e!| The aım IS establısh dialogical rela-
tionshıps Detween the ere approaches through comparative
tudies and applications.
Seminar nalure of conierences While contributions irom MON-
members aAare welcome In the Academy, speakers sShould general-
Iy COTMIe Irom the membershıip In Order strengthen Dersona [e-
latıonshıps and collegıial cCooperation, rather than Navıng NYy-
IMOUS CcCoNierences wIitn Meren Deople attending ach meeting

Members of the mmittee WeTeE ureen Junker, FEmmanue|l Lartey, TedTI|
Schwelitzer (chalir) IONanne: Van der Ven, Jaus Wegenast. nsultan members
ere Hendrik Pleterse, Daniel Schipanl, JOO| Kwan Un TIyYS Woljaczek.

181



SCHWEITZER IN TRODUCGTION
In the Ig ese l seem mportant the
conference eme irom Derspectives: Irst, the pluralıty of dıffe-
rent Conitex1i1s, experiences, approaches, methodologies, and under-
standıngs OT practical heology Was De en econ! the
I0N of unıty and identity OT practical heology Was De DOSed,
NOT independently OT the contextual presentations Dut In reference
hem SO the low Of the contributions IC aın In NIS
ljume, oughiy ollows ree step bottom-up Drocedure Starting Iirom

description Of diverse ExXxperiences (1) MOVING dıffe-
rent interpretations of ese experiences (2) inally placıng both, CX-
Deriences and interpretations, into the CONTIEeXT Oof exXIStiNng Methodolo-
gies and heories Of practical heology (3) IS hoped that AISsS DTrOCE-ure MaYy DTESETVE pluralıty while NOT gIiving the question of unıtyand identity.
Together, the contributions IC a Ocumen n the Delow,
wWwere Torm SEQUENCE IC al eas n theory, Can De desceribed

follows:
DISCOVETY of Context n Theology The introductory ecture
(Franz-Xaver aufmann) had Oofold task Ihe IrS ask Was
attempt phenomenology theology's treatment OT Coniext Ihe
SE@EeCON Was evaluate and critically reflect UDO! the respecti-

developments.
The Tension Between Normativity and Context mn EOTrY and
Praxıis n eOlogy: Thıs OpIC Was addressed n ree
subsections, ach wiıth speakers from ıNeren backgrounds and
wıth ıNeren Derspectives.

D q ocätions: Thıs section ISExperiences of Context n "'Teren
MNg OUuTt the Varıous WaYyS n IC eople actually experience
‚.context” Jürgen Henkys, Abraham ernNYyUuu, Joon wan Un)
Comparative and Fundamenta Perspectives: Ihıs section S
focussed the understandiıng of „context” ASs theoretical ierm
aul Ballard, Marce!l J1au The iIrom the DreVIOUS section
were De the prime Dbasıs for ese reflections idea IC
unfortunately, could NOl De fully ealized DeCause Of echnical
delays.
Differth els of nalysıs: The idea for hıs section IS
present Varıous ıNeren els for analyzıng the ension Det-
Weel] normatıviıty and CcContex71 (for example hermeneutical, emlı-
nıst, empirical, marxIst, Iıberation theology, historical Rıet ONS-
orm, erben Hertink
The Contribution and entity of Academıic Practical Theology. In
nNIs section, the uestion IS raised f, NOW and where the Varlous
CONTNDUNLONS Of the conference IMaYy GOTe together AdSs practical



SCHWEITZER IN TRODUGTION

theology and hat thıs for ICa heology ASs AaCa-
demic discipline. Since agaın Can NOl be presuppoOsed,the rOaC © De INnCAUCÜÄve Our SuDsections ncluded
here

37 The Variety ofAnalytical odels and Inhe dentitv of the Discipline:The fOoCus here IS the variıety Of Neren approaches In
practical theology AS weill Aas elr relationship wiıth ach O!  er,
including the question ] possible disciplinary COTe Reiner
Preul, Rıchard ÖOsmer IS IS NOl ncluded In thıs volume
SINCE it will De publıs eisewherel).
TaClıca. Theology and ts elafıon er Theological SCIpÄ-
Nes The ueStonN OT the identity OT practica NeOlogy Can NOlT
answered only Irom In Dut Iso needs take aCcCount OT the
expectations OT er theological disciplines, especlally exegetical
and systematiıc theology (Klaus egenast).
Practical Theology and Ethics Given the close relationship bet-
WEeSeTl] both fıelds (n SOMIE Countries they Are actually taught DY
the SsSame DETSON Ör Vell dre consıdered as A unity the dentity
Of Dractica theology has nclude understanding of ts rela-
lonshiıp ethiıcs Duncan rorrester).
Interdisciplinary Relationships: Practical heology has ften een
described As an interdisciplinary enterprise. ere especlally the
relationship the SOCIa| ScCIENCES has De ress (James
Loder

Ihe lecture OT ames Fowler Was held AdS Dublıc lecture at the
niversi Of erne In MaNYy WaYS, T INMaYy De read ASs e IrsS SUMMAaTY
OT the conference
We Adie gratefu that thıs Journal has made Dossible hat ese Da-
DETS Decome accessIble wıder Dublic. The Academy will ntiınue
16 work hrough future COoNierencCces and international researc


