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amı enard
Practical eology in ] anadıan Context
In August OT 1975, 200 Christian Inkers Iirom OU and North
America mel In Detroit uto UCY eOl0gy DY takıng eır startingOIn eır respective nistorical experiences"!. Ihis week-long CON-
erence Was the Draınchild Of the Chilean priest Sergio Torres and

@)| riends MONG the qgoals hıs laloque, the North American
theologians wanted earn Iirom ine well-known alın American
Dresentatives OT Iıberation OQY nat meanıng AIS 111e  s
Ig have In elr OW theological communltty. The Tollow-up the
CcConiference expressed cCchange In D  IV Ihe qgoal IS longerDIy ıDberation theology ÖT discover tihe meaning thıs
Droach In the North American CcContiext Ihe g0al IS rather the "cContex-
tualızation" Of North American INeOlogy.
TIhe ıtl Of the ollow-up clearly indıcated tNıIs will artiıculate A Ne  S
Christian OY hat ESMETOES from ÖOUur OWN experience North
Americans. —— aım Of {NIS DrOgram IS explore one aspectthe „  Ccontext" the realıty n Americans IIıve the dynamics Of

and DOWerlessSness In the presen! American experience... Con-
version God implies selt-kKnowledge... God IS calling American
Christians CONVversion, and OUT obedience the LOrd demands
critical|l evaluation the USes and abuses DOower"?, e  s
methodological Was CalTYy OUut his Drogram.Irst, theology Will SPrINg rom tihe experience Of all Christians and
fifrom the VOICEeS Of ihe Oppressed themselves. SEeCconNd, his
Will UuUSe SOCIa| SCIENCES and integrate ura analysıs OT the Ame-
rican CONTiexT Dart OT AIs theological enterprise. ır tNeOlogy will
explore e  s WaY Of KNOWING Iirom the DraXIsS; In his D  Ive, T IS
Detter egin nd |ng” OQY nstead of "studyıng" d Ooretical|l dIS-

already made elisewhere Ihe a  Il  I Of thıs DrOgram n dI-
CcConiexti1 WOuld nelp develop Meren theologies n a-

10 Ith ach d tNeOlogy, Hispanic tNeOlogy, Cana-
dian eOl0gy, and
In his short CZ Iısh SNOW hat hıs DrOGram has een
rousliy Dursued In the anadıan contexi,Sso hat e  s practical hneo-
I10QYy IS e developed ıth certaın characteristics Closely relat-

thıs SOCIAal environment Ihıs analysis Of his

Sergio Torres and John agleson, eds., e0100Yy n the Americas, (N. Y IS
Books,

G1
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l theo  Yyu noT Onliy DY academiclans, Dut ISO DY
falth-and-Justice Christians and DY tihe anadıan atnolıc DISNOPS
well Protestant theologıan well-Kknown for nNIS Concept @)| contextual
Yy wır help the Components Of OUT Coniexit SIince

T> regard tnıIsS eOl0gy MOTEe . Ne'  s WaYy thi  INg the shared
widely sensitive North American Christians than er-
prise Dertainıng anYy DETSON ÖT Ea will obliged make a
selection n Order tSs Dartıcular character Ihıs IS NOl
CaSYy undertakıng. WOUuld have een easier SUuMMAaTIızZe hat has
een discussed speclalısts In OUT research-teams, Dut f

that epistemological and methodological debates remaın
ften theoretical ideas well-known In countries®. Fiınally, hHIs des-
l  l reTfleCISs IMY OWN experience and SOCIal locatıion, especlally
ean Departement Of Relligious Studies In a uniıversity Of
Quebec, President Of the anadıan Society @)| eOl0gy, assoclate
member Of IMaNnYy aSsS0OCIlations ÖT research-groups In practical Yy
and theologıical advısor @)| AatNolIic DISNOP. In the SECONd Dari OT
the UZ N  UZ N Iısh expiore the Components OT QOUT
Out the of practical Yy for the future OT the Church and
raıse SOTTIE questions tihe challenges OT HIS eOl0gy made In
anadıan

Aspects Of I practical
Ihe foregOoInNg consıderations Indicale hat mMean here DY "practical
theology” thıs Christian DraXxIis actıon, actiıvation OT the

bid. 434

mong the publications Of the Groupe de recherche etudes pDastorales/Group for
esearc| In astoral|l Studies, SCS ark Pelchat, ed., Les approches eMpIrNques
theologie/Empirical Approaches n e0/0gy Quebec: Faculte theologıie, Univer-
SItEe aval, 1992); amı Menard ed., "ntervention pastorale. Recherches ana-

(Montreal: es 1991); Jacques agne, ed., La Prospective DasS-
torale/The Exploration of the future n '"asliora Studies Quebec Faculte de theO-
ogle, 1991); Isscher, ed 1 etudes pastorales Uuniver: /Pastoral Studies
mn University Setting (Ottawa Presses de l'Universite d’Ottawa, 1990); Jean-Guy
Nadeau, ed L’Interpretation, efi de acton pastorale (Montreal: 1des, 1989);
arce| Jau E1 Raymond Brodeur, eds., Les etudes pastorales: UNe discipline
scientifiqgue/Pastorai Studies Scientific Discipline Quebec Universite aval,
1987/); Holand Chagnon 211 arce| Viau, eds., Les etudes pastorales: pratiques ef
commuUunNaAaUtes (Montreal: Bellarmıiın, 1986 Ihe reVIEW Pastoral /ence.  J‚ences
pastorales (Ottawa, St-Paul University has publıshed er Orks of thıs
(Vol 6- 198 / and vol 3 1984).
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Church and SOCIal transformation?. IThe TECOVETY Of [MOTe VI re-
lationship between theologıcal reflection and Christian lıfte In the WOT|
has become increasıngaly In recent! years>. alls for [eCO-
vering Such understandıng of eO10gy have DreviOUSIy urfaced
withın $  Saı varıety Of theologıcal Coniexti Dut have received In America

nieres nat has ıteraliy sparked huge theological Creation
Latın-American theology IS NO  s ONe Of the Dest known n the wor|
IS ıme ealıze that orth-American theologians have ISO GCOTM-
olished orıgınal WO around largely shared sel OT In
Order esCcr/be completely D  SI tihe character Of thıs NS-
1an DraXxIis, will OCUS Ive maın aspects®.
1.1 distinctiv merıcan atnolıc theology IS I ve

nas aken nat did NOl EeXIS INY AaQgO
when f Was ıll [Melre outgrowtn uropeany IS n act
post-concilar devel Prior Vatiıcan Il theologlansl In
the semnNaAarTIeES had received e1Ir educatıon In aly OTr France:; they
therefore used neo-scholastıc anuals largely produce: n Europe. As
secular priests ÖT embers reiligious order, they taught In
obedience VOo  s anxXIous and defensive OOY hat could
NOl face the questions modernısm, Ith ıTS IıDeral Criticısm and
ts evolutionary understandın OT the history OT OgMma, had DUut the
Church al the beginnıng Of hıs centiury rea|l change an when
the Gounsil Was Still n S@SSION and when the old anuals WeTlTe I6D-
aCce DY loose-leaf notebooOks ShowIng hat theologıical thınkiıng MUST

creative/. At hat tıme, Y systematıc ISCOUTSEe Was nol
elated hıstorıical Christian SOUTCES AS t Was n Lurope, NOT Ame-
rican Culture IT seemed formulated n all ayYES and all Dlaces. Ihe ne'  s
YWas ODEN modern culture, the hıstorical critical method,

ecumenısSm and self-criticısm insıde the Church At that DOI
American theologlans and WIT for eır
NIsS and e  s DUublIc of educCcalie Christians FOor ese thneo-

For the notion "“practical eology” and Its dıstinction irom and relatıon unda-
mental and systematic eOl0gy, cf avı Tracy, "The Foundations of TaCclca.
e0/0gy”, In Don rownIng, ed., Practical e0/09Y. The Merging /8)| n
e0[/09y, Church and World (San rancıSsco Harper Row, 1983) 61-82
See the excellent hıstorıcalc Of andy Maddox Recovery of eology

Practical Discipline”, In Theological Stugies 51 650-6 72
INCE nothing has Dbeen written thıs Dartıcular 'OpIC, t has Deen helpful USeEe

Gregory aum s "he Soclal Gontext Of merıcan Gatholic eology  x
e01l0gy and Society (New York/Mahwah Paulıst Press, 181-206
See artıkıan and OUSSEAU, 1a theologie queDbeCcOlse contemporaine 1940-

Genese de S65 producteurs transiomations de SO AISCOUFrS (Quebec
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1Oglans, 1l IS clear that the last counsıl Was a starting and er
OT discontinuny In tne Church's tradıtion Ihey have Kept In

Ind the need IOr nıstorical reflection and AIsS obligation change the
Church's e  l evel] oman authorıty 0es nol yel PrOGg-
essIVe Iinkiıng IS characteristic Of ne'  S American Yy, above
all n the ıel Of moral theology®S.

Thıs e  s theology IS work of ine wWwnNnole Deople OT God An @C
clesial Yy has the Old ecclesijastical discourse.
merıcan theologlans, ere Aare "famlily resemblances”, and ONe OT
them IS ine fact that el WOrK has een Dursued In harmony ıth the
ordinaryl OT the Church HOwW Can explaln nhıs situation?
Because anadıan atNnolıc DIShNOps Are nOol theologıans, Dut
o[0]010 Dasiors who 07018 realıse nat Deople WerlTe longer Dartı-
cipatiıng In the Church®. In 1965, d theologıan launche a

DOOK deplorıng \ lack Of prophetism'®9; he argued that ıfe In the
Church Was EeXercIce n il  ILYy the Spirit WNO VI  S ach
Christian Ith CTIUCa guidance for ulldiıng e  s soclety. SECONd
evangelisatıon Was exXercIce thıs prophetic mission!!. In
1968, the Quebec DIShOps appointed a researc COMMISSION EX-
amıne the C  Ty CNSIS and make recommendatıons for nNe'  s
and [NOTEe a  la polıclies. The 1972)
taıned I{WO princIples: a) secCularization IS Irreversible DTrOCESS; and
D) upiure and il  ILYy are needed define the nNe  s identity OT the
Church The e  s Drojectu be al the eriıtage and
WOU thereifore have characterıistics SeEIvVe the WOT|! n diıa-
0que Ith socleily, Dlay er prophetic role n the transformatıion Of
CI and develop MOTEe particıpation In the Siruciures OT the

Universite aval, Gahıers de I'nstitut Superieur des ScIiences Humalnes, 8,

Charles CGurran WwOoul De good ıllustration showing that progressive Inking In
mora|l eOl0gy IS nOoTt yel accepted Dy Roman theologıians. Father re Gulndon
St-Paul University, Ottawa IS er scholar who has had recen problems.
Fortunately, he IS being strongly supporte: DYy theologlans and DISNOpS and hIS Case
ıll De reated otnNnerwıse
Ihe rTeVIEW SOCIO0logie e7 SocC! nas excellent analysıs of thıs evolution Of
Gatholicısm In anadıan Soclety (Catholicisme E1 ‚Oclete contemporaine. O-
ICISM and Contemporary Soclety II )) See also Gregory Baum, "Catho-
ICcCISM and Secularızation In Quebec”, In The Church n webec (Ottawa Novalıs,

15-47

Jacques Grand'Maison, IS de prophetisme (Montreal: CctioN catholique Ca-
nadiıenne, his major ntellectual fıgure In the Quebec Church has for thırty

eing developing practical theology that deserves nternational attention
See Gregory Baum "Jaques Grand'Maıson rophecy and olitics  “ In The Church
n webec O  wa Novalıs
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Church!2 The ne'  s Yy has een ul In hat D  IV' Of
Christian stewardshı and crıitical| Siance In regard modern socleity.

Thiıs CONCern OT anadıan theology for the world explains ts
Dublic ven ıT Sunday attendance IS IOW In the

churches, SIgNTICA Controversies n the Church ATre reported and
dISCUSSEC n the media T  I  l ISO have influence In DUD-
IIC debates, poltical, economıiıcal ÖT Cultural ISSUeS FOr nstance, A  .
research-team In Dractic OQY has Yy Ive-
year-research-action n SIX regions OT the Drovınce Quebec They
wanted KNOW f and NOW the experience OT COU IV
n thıs SeCularızed world They Iıstene Of pDeople They
have nublished four far hat have generated widespread IN-
terest'S OCIlal workers, Judges, SCHOOl and ManYy er
grouDßS continue Invıte hem for CONTerencCces and dISCUSSIONS
Another gO0Od Ilustration tNIS Dublicness IS given DY the ora dOo-
Ccumenits Dubliished VelT the DYy the anadıan atNolıc DISNOPS
elr "Ethical 10 the CONOMIC rises" 1983), created
througN dialogues ıth church groupßpsS and ceniters n Canada, has
sparked considerable debate In the NEWPDAaADETS and vVeln\ In Ü
milieux !4 researc project thıs subject has identified
hundred and forty-eight articles ÖT etters diSscussing this document In
the SIX largest NEWDADETS n the country!>, specılal COomMMISSION and
IManYy CONierences have SINCE Deen organızed UdY tnIs document
IC calls "the option 1or the DOoOr” the princIpIe of Christian [e-
lection and DraxXIis SOolve the ECONOMIC CrISIS. Ihiıs exceptional Im-
DaCl SNOWS hat anadıan theology nas SIrONGg DUDIIC Vell

economical and polıtical ISSUeS
Another mark Of this anadıanY N ts pluralistic raC-

ter It has developed In MaNYy dıfferent of nstitutions SeMI-

11 Jacques Grand’Malson, SECONde evangelisation (Montreal: Ides,
On thıs Important SC6 Gregory Baum, —  he epo Dumont Demoocratizing
the Aatholıc Church”, ın The Church n vue: Ottawa: Novalis, 49-65
hıs SIX-Volume had the suggestive ıtle Egiise du Uue: he  'age,
projet (Montreal: Iıdes, 1971-1972).
Jacques Gran  alson, ed Le rame spirituel des agolescenis Protfils SOCIaUX
reIGIEUX (Montreal: Fides, ers MNOUVESAaU contflt des generations. Protfils
SOCIaUX reElHgIEUX des 20-35 Aans (Montreal: ıdes, 1992:;
ÖOn the soclal eOry Droduce: DYy the anadıan atnolıc DISNOpS, SE  DE Gregory
aum, Oward anadıan ‚Aatnolıc Social eory”, In e0l0gy and Society (New
York/Mahwah Paulıst ress, 1987/), 66-97
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narıes, Of theology, departe  S reilgious tudies al
cular colleges and universities, Protestant Ivinıty SChoOols, ora
institutes and New disciplines have een created, ıth CUrIOUS

lıke ethicology, rellgio10gy, praxeology'®. eOl0ogy IS NO  s
taught DY [Nel and who Are mainly lay people WOrKING In INS-
titutions longer under the control Of ecclesiastical au  ll TIhiıs
reedom Of thought allows d ne'  s lalogue ıth the SOCIal SCIENCES and
humanıties and ıth er Christian denomıiınations Interreilgious diıa-
logue IS mportant Dart Of his Dluralısm hat ralses questions
cruclal ISSUeS Iıke Christian |  AY, the universalıty of salvatıon In Je-
SUS and the future OT Christianity In the modern world! 7 Ihe Dluralısm
OT anadıan theology ncludes MAaNYy Dractitioners WwhoO are identified
Ith margıinalızed GgroußS native Deople, Christian-Marxist
networks, JgayS and lesblans struggling for SOCIal recognition. PIu-
ralısm IS nol Seern ıberal relativism, Dut AdSs nNe  s WaY of SEIrVING the

that IS always S66/C] perspectively. Because Of tNIs Dluralistic cha-
ra  er, SOMe atnNolıc DIShops have reorganized major semıNAarTIeES
wnere "orthodox"Yfor future priests and eacners IS taught.

Finally, F Isn add hat Ganadian practicalYhas een sStra-
tegical wiıth relalıve eificIeNCYy n the ıel Of education and evangell-
zatıon. Was the Ase In the 197/70's, when Gatholicism had face the
rapı secularızation modern anadıan soclety. Practical theologians
organized authentic cCcommMuUNICAtional actıvity In the Church n Orcder
NOl oniy fIX the DUTrDOSES Dut Iso Ul the strategies and O0OIS OT
- SECONd evangelızation. Many n the ıel
tudies were created at that oment Drovide Ne  s formatıon aDout
learnıng rom the Christian praxis!8, Ten er, critical evaluatıon
showed that the atNnolıc church Was ıll eiween Temple and exıle"

rcel efebvre, "Une inter‘vention Dastorale Darticuliere des eveques du ana!:
SUTr 'economiıe  ” In amıl Menard, ed., ntervention pastorale. Recherches
analyses (Montreal: Ides, 1991), 143-183
See OUIS ROousseau et Miıchel espland, Les SCIeENCES religieuses webec
depuls 1972 (Waterloo: Ilfrıd Laurıer University ress, 1988) And Marce| Viau,
Introduction AdUX etudes pastorales (Montreal: IUONS aulınes, In Dartıcular

uch ISSU@S have been studied In the last conventions Of the anadıan Society of
£0109y. mMOng others, SeEe Jean-Claude el ei Jean-Claude Breton, eds Le
christaniısme ICI a-t-ıl aveniır? Montreal: es 1988); Enseigner /a fO/
former des croyants? (Montreal: Ides, Je. Christ universel? (Montreal:
ides, 1990); Questions de Iberte (Montreal: es eul AaVeC /es autres?
Le SaluU chreten Montreal: Ides, 1992); amı Menard E1 Florent ılle-

eds., Le pluralisme Culture.: 565 eNjeUX (Montreal: Ides, 1993
See Guy apolnte, ed., GCrise des prophetisme. er el aujourd'hur. | '\tınerailre d'un
peuple dans ' oeuvre des Jacques Grand'Maıison (Montreal: Ides, 1990)
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Ihe Öold INSUTUN had NOl yel een able leave ts doctrinal seCurity
and ts CONcCcern for sacramental activities19. Ihe expecte demoocrati-
zatıo n Of the ecclesial Siruciures Was allure In the 1990's, ree Im-

DIECES Of researc have revealed "blac hole”" In the galaxXy
Of faith29 People Outsıde the Church's influence Are IVINg In a
World They have created lNe  s "Janqguage games” EXDTESS el OX-
Derience Of uman al cCombinıng divers philosophical and rellgious
ideas ıl ManYy DISNOpS dre NO'  s empted "risk the future with
minority @)| education, SOTMNIE Dractic t  l  l COoNiMNUE
claım hat the ISSION OT the Church IS evangelize al large and De

evangelized DY d Dopular Church Ihe future Of Christlanity depend
the choiıces hat will made In the nNexTi months in tihe polıtical

sphere, anadıan theology has always een concerned ıth
nomıical and constitutional debates Protestant theology n the 1930's
had clear Iınk Itn the Socialist DaritYy Saskatchewan®2!. The
atNolıic Church has CIose relation Itn the National-Socialism of the
Province OT Quebec®2. Unfortunately, it has been DOssIble for
Drogessive Gatholics and make strategic
choice for anadıan sOclalıst Ssystiem 15 dıid Latın-American theo-
loglans. elr prophetical VISION almıng al tihe transcendance Of Capı-
talısm Was NOl elated nhat McCann and Strain all SOMEe "middle
axioms”" capabile Of qguIiding Q  6 Christian SOCIa| praxis®$, This
lack Of strateg!  | CONMNSETISUS explains, In OpINION, WhyYy anadıan
practical eOl0gy has een A collective enterprise and emaıns
IOr that TeasOol wIthout impact the transformation Of OUTrT

Fernand Dumont, Jacques Grand’Malilson, Jacques Hacıne, Paul remblay, /1Ua@-
HON e7 avenır U catholicısme QqueDeCcOIS. ome Milleux E1 temolgnages. ome
nire le temple T l'’exıl (Montreal: Lemeac,
In IUON Grand'’Maıson  S researci quoted nOfe 1 er orks C useful
for understandiıng the present reilgious siıtuatıon See KHamond LemMleUX ei ICNe-
Ine ılot, eds., Les Croyances des quebeols (Q Universite Laval, and
Megina! l  Yy, Fragmented ods The OVE. and Potential of eligion n
Canada (Toronto: TWIN Pubi 1987).
See Gregory Baum, ”  olıtıcal Theology In Canada”, In The S0c/al Imperative (New
York/Ramsey/Toronto: Paulist ress, 1979), 70-98
See Raymond LemMIEUX, ” Le catholicısme quebecols: une question de Culture.
ue| Gatholicısm Q ultural uestion”",  n In ciologie ot Oc/'etes (1990)

145-163
Denniıs MecCann  arles 'aln, ol and Praxis. Program for mMerıcan
Practical e0l09Y (Minneapolis: Winston ress, 145-1/77 also John

olemann, An American Strategic FTheology (New York/Ramsey Paulist Press,
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n  2 TIheanContext Of ContextualTtheology.
In the Second Dart the FE —— want iurn Driefly the CONTiexT In

have GCarTtYy OUut theologıcal reflection Christian DraXxIs.
SUDPDDOSE hat IS not here define contextualıty MNOT de-
velop the meaniıng OT contextualıty In Christian thought. Wıth the
Detroit conference, shall AsSssuTTIE that the aım Of thıs exploration IS

ONMNIe Correct collective understandın OUT historical
situation®4. HOW, Christians, Can AdsSsS655S the contemporaYy North
American and anadıan soclal|l situation?

217 TIhe Canadıan cConiexfrT.

TIhe question Of the CiIrcumscCrIption OT AIS CONTiexT IS much IMOTe IM-
cult al his time Decause @)| OUT nternational CONSCIOUSNEeSS ECOlo-

have demonstrated OUr technologıcal soclety the errnbie
connectedness things. OoreOver, globalızation In ECONOMIC
exchanges has created VD increases nterde-
pendence Detween the natıons The unemployed, low-Income GrouPS,
welfare recIpients, iImmigrants and SeNIOT CIzens are victims Of sSOocCIlal|l
injustice MM all modern soclety. FOor the sake @)| thiıs
hat IS iımportant about theological reflections wıthın OUT soclal, ISIO-
rical and cultural CONiexT dre SOMeEe attrıbutes n TacCl, characie-
rize the World" In tself BY the WAaY, IS it NOl SUrpriSIng hat
culture almost 500 öld still ClIngs tihe idea ts newness”?
What IS the lue hıs mystery?
In DE  I analysıs Of OUT wWOoOrld, the Protestant theologlian DOUGg-
las Hall argueS hat omınan Cculture has evolved n America
3S A hus allowing 5  S larger analysıs. CCO  I hım, CD
cConiexiua eOIl0gYy one n the S  IN Of the Drophetic tradıtion IS ar
theologia CrUuCIS. Its OTu IS the brokenness Of the uman
spirit and the uman communıty. ItsS aım IS understand the cCulture Of
the miliıeu In the forces hat make t nhuman and call for
rTeSCUeEe and transformatıiıon Without cCeasiıng be Dersona and DaS-
oral eOIl0gy, "he Yy Of the Decomes Oday”, SayS, “0f
necessity, °  \ DO  l theology"2>. thereifore generates solidarıty Ith
the prophetic VOICEeS that reveal the ambiıgulty Of the Culture

Torres and agleson, eds, e0100Yy In the Americas (New ork rbis OOKS
434

Douglas John Hall, INKINg the af Christan e0100Y n Q orth mMerıcan
Context (Minneapolis: Augsburg, FOr Introduction all's theology,
E Gregory Baum, "Douglas Hall Contextual Theology”, In TIhe Church n webec
O  wa Novalıs, 109-133
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What hen IS the ambigulty Of Oomınan American Culture” TIhe Culture
Of North America belongs the IrS WOT defined DYy technologıcal
reason, industrialization and StroNGg confidence In inevıtable
In Lurope, Hall arQgueS, the IrS or War created a violent change.
The allure of the modern VISION Was SOOTN recognIızed. But here
ern al In remaıınes undısturbed Ihe "American ream"”" IS
OUTrT continentalI Are Drisoners OT and AIS SUCG-
CcCess-orliented Culture has Decome the religion of Following
the church hıstorian Sidney Mead, Hall ine thesıs hat
Protestantism and Americaniısm have een a  Igamated In the TOr-
matıon AIS hıghiy positive IeW human experlience. Prophetic
VOICES In Christianity WeTlTe SIrONG eNOugN the founda-
I10NS Of thıs spirit. Consequently, hıs Cultural I  l has developed

form alse sSeIf-CONSCIOUSNESS The SpeclfiCc arkness that Dertaıns
OUTrT SOocCIal IS ıll hıdden Explosions violence

lac Deople, the Increasıng YaP between rich and DOOT, dIS-
lıke IDS are SoMe OT the alaıse OUT soclety. As

organısm breaks dOWn, SOoCcIety Dreaks OWwnNn The denıal Of
ea cannot SOlve hıs problem
The efusal of American Culture face the collapse OT ts entiıre
system values nas Ive SOCIal CONSEQUENCES. Hall dıistıin-
guishes OT 1eSPoNSES for soclety n despair%5. One Can
abandon hope and adop) Dervasıve CYNICISM, WNOSEe famlılıar garb IS
shallow HOweVver, sılent majority OT Deople Wil] preifer tihe
SECON! WaY SUDCONSCIOUS repression OT despaır and ihe u  urı OT
alse nope TIhe In cChoce IS the DOossIbility OT
hat IS happenIing n the nistorical situation Fortunately, Hall ISCEerNsSs
In OUT ©  Ty experience growIng Dut chaotıc Oorms OT dısıllu-
Sionment Nat eed reasone reflection uUuDOoN ts and ts
meanıng. Therefore, A Uuly contextual Yy ıll De CTIUCA| ÖN  D Il
has "the VOCAalıon explorıng the allure OT the Illusiıon hat IS DasSsıng,
and Of artiıculating l1e  S expression OT the alr Gafl}) absord tNıs
allure and DOI Owards MNe  s symboliıc transcendence OT it"27 In

WOTdS, the gospe!l OT fallure, tihe CNurches have preach
al the present time, emaıns gO0Od NEWS, Decause redemptive
actıon IS still al work In OUT Practical {  l  lans us|! CIOSEe

evenits and ell elr SIOTY n order creaie Ne'  s hope
In NIS dISCUSSION Of tihe critica COmMPONeEUNIS the North merican

Hall CcConceniraies hIs attention Of especılally cruclıal

INKING the al 1 72-1

IDId., 195
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I1wWO ISSUEeS SET1 VE significant28. The IrS IS the lNe  S

position Christianity In OUT Culture Few Christians nave realized hat
Are IVING al the end OT tihe Gonstantinian era and that the Church

IS NO  s diaspora, predicte DY Kar/ Rahner IMY agO Rell-
gIOUS Dluralısm makes the end Of eb monNnopolistIc soituation evident;
consequently, the Christian mMISSION In the WOT|! MUSI
consıdered Ihe SECONd cComponent OT Darticular sıgnıfIcCanNCE IS hat
eCcologists all the rebellion naliure In Canada, people Adre VE GCOTM-
cerned ıtNn ihe disappearance Of Specıies, the construction huge
hydro-electric ams hat change all the natural|l system In orthern
Quebec and the IO9gING Of centuries-old rees Vancouver siand
Ne  s espect for her Farth” forces change In Christian attıtudes
toward hıs WOT|
Hall's understandı OT the anadıan situation IS VE relevan He dIS-
tinguishes salıent ealtlures Of hıs eality IrS IS the EeNUOUS-
MNess and ihe exireme vulnerabilitiy Of OUT whole experiment In nation-
hood The SeECconNd IS OUT DroxXIimıty OTI1e Of the SUDETDOWETS,
tihe United States Of America"29 DeOople IVING the edge Of
empıre IS In A Drovocatıve position. IS it possIible Snare 4,000 miles
Of undefended border ıth wıthout greatiy DY ts
models”? Canadians ee]| ENVY, resentment and dependency when they
I1O00K al Dowertul neighbour. They Aare empted DY tihe "Floriıda
SUN  LA DY the cCulture Of SUCCESS and opt!  l  9 DY the Cult OT DOdY and
entertaıners, DY the IdeOology @]| technical r  l  Iıty capable Of solving
all tihe Droblems Of u  NYy In (;anadıans ıstenIng the
prophetic VOICEe cold landscape Adre called UDOT)
el "wıinter lıght”: tradıtion Of modesty and reedom, role
mediation Deiween ihe Uniıted States and countries, eır inier-
national role pDeacekeepers. ıl ere IS u  l and DOVeTY In
OUT COUNIIY, anadıan soclety cannot be compare: Iıtn Ir rl
oppression. But Canadians Can easıly understand all the Deople IVING
under the influence and the WeT OT imperlalism. We ee]| [NOTeEe
numilation han oppression$ have Iıve ıth eECONOMIC deGIl-
SIONS made outsiıde the COUNITY have dırect CONSEQUENCGES
OUTrT Dolitical and SOCIal existence CGCanadians dre hen called UDOTN
reinforce independence and develop prophetic wisdom In the

OT natıons

IDIO. 19/-237
IeW Irom the Edge Of Empire: Prophetic al and the Grises Of QUT Tıme  “ In

ARC The Journal of the Faculty of Religious Studies IcGul} University, vol
21
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Task of contextual Yy.
To nclude hıs n — Will emphasıize the task anadıan COTNMN-
extual theo  y OUr theses Can SUuMMATrIZEe AIsSı
2.2.1 TIhe ISSUEe have face IS the DOoSSIDINTY OT

such The YOUNYST generation In Nortn Amerıca ealıse for the IrS
time In OUT hıstorıcal situation that SOCIa| and eECONOMIC condıtions
wWill ess ihan hat elr Darents enjoyed IS hard believe wnen
tihe future lost In the NIg Theologians have remember OUT
SIroNGg tradıtion SUTVIval n A COold Cclımate and DrODOSE Z positive
VISION @)| collective exıstence Ul solidarıty.
DD inking tihe CcConitent Of Christian al has een neglected n OUT
eOlogy. IS clear that the metaphysical thought In IC Christian

Was organized IS longer understood The tirıuune GOd, the
DETSON OT esSUus and NnIS salvatıon, the Church and the ministry, all the

mMuUuStT rethoughnt In Oost-modern Culture M  l  I  n have
eave the urity the pasıi and rIskK Ja) nNe  s interpretation

Christian VISION capable Of INSPIrING human existence In the arkness
2.2 Theologıcal enterprise has USe the humanıties, Dut above all
the SOCIa|l SCIENCES, explain the world Practical theology In Ca
nadıan CoNiexi IS empted Nnowadays develop professional
Droach WIithout real confifrontation ıth interpretations Of reilgIOuUSs
transformatiıons In facCt, CNIUCa SOCIOIOQY IS l1ess han before used
traın the SiucdenNn Practical eOl0gy Can easıily Decome iıdeologıical
discourse$!. all have clarıfy thıs methodological ISSUEe n OUT
academıc dISCUSSIONS
Z Gontextual Yy IS Christian DraxXIıs that needs SIrONG
COomMMIIMeENtT n VD Dartıcular ıel thıs ıel IMNaYy DE,y
In the anadıan nNniex1 must De ase: preferential solıdarıty wıith
tihe Victims @)| thıs soclety. Thıs strategıic choıce the
future Of the Church and d chance for practical Yy ake Darı in
tihe salvatiıon @)| Tfreedom n North America®

31 Ihe anger OT practica|l eoOlogy fallıng Into ideologıcal dISscourse has Dbeen strongly
emphasized Dy well-known sOoclologıst St-Paul University. See Paul-Andre
Turcotte, "Soclologie, theologie E1 pastorale. Gondıitions institutionelles DTra-
tiques”, In Fheologiques: eCVUe de /a Faculte de theologie de V’Universite de
'ontreal, vol1/1 3354
FOr further considerations, SC amlıl Menard, "L’urgence une theologie pratique
nord-americaume COMMeEe heorlie critique de ’agır chre Au SEIrVICE de Ia soclete",  An
In Jean-Claude el el Jean-Claude Breton, eds., ul AVESC /es autres? 1e SQa/U:
chretien l ’epreuve de /a solidarıte (Montreal: Ides, 20 /-318
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