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A Surprising Challenge and z Practicaly
Theoreticaliy

DBYy Doth, the conference and OpPIC n particular,
find ourselves confronted with d SUrpriSINg and demandıng theore-

Ical task IS SUrprISIng, Decausel theology the vocational
SCIENCE Of minısters AIS IS ItS tradıtiona DUTrDOSE for
administering the divine ServICe, for preachiıng, pastora Care, theach-
INg and, nol forgel, dealıng ıth hedgings, matchings and dis-
Datchings”, Dut the UGY Of D  l eOl0gy IS nenrther primarıly dI-
re COPING In conflicts al general NOT vVer!] Iıth SUCNH huge
mountaın S  u Ver tihe future Of the Chu IS ONe

be involved In OTr Observe struggile In the church (and erl'! Are
01 of them); T quite another make OT T — subject of

OTrOU practical theological researc and systematical theory-Dulld-
INg (and ( —Z deliberately emphasıze both the word "research" and
the word eory We Are miles aWaY fifrom the ater Ith almost
nothing In hand Therefore, OUT task IS Iso herculean theo
challenge.
| imıted Orbids explore the NIStOTY practical theology In anYy
extensive WaYy But QUIC! glance already delıvers interesting [e-
Sult TIhe VE origın Of Dractica eo  Yy A SCIENUTIC discipline OT ts
OWT al Into DeriOd church-hıstory in Europe when struggle
VerT the future OT the church SEeIs In In the a OT Enlightenment n
tihne 18th CEeNTUrYy the inner-church struggle Detween tihe confessional
groupS and the addrtıonal controversies Deiween the the
denominations Are dramatically superseded DY general dissociation

modern Ind and church-bound form OT reilgion. Ihe famous
answer given DY the YOUNGgET Schleiermacher In defending at eas
"religion” AS Such 1799) IS well-known ealiıze SS clearly that
ISO NIS aler description OT theology A SCIENHUTIC disciplıne Including
practical IS reaction the nNne  s erosIONs In the spheres Of
relligiOous mentalıty threatened basıcally the future WaYy OT the
church, nOol the future Of private rellgiosity. As IONg somethiıng IS nOoT
DUt Into question, t needs specılal reflection Since hen thıs @)|
nalvity IS rretrievabily JOoNE

exti logical step ist one DYy Nitzsch Wwho argueS hat practical
has dISCUSS the church e Of ts OW  —_ beside OT hat

systematica eOl0gy IS sSed SaYy OU t Ihe reason whyYy IS
simple. What MaYy be stated the churcn In COrrecCt dogmatıcal

Gan In respect the practical ııte OT the church n ts
the C  I condıtions of modernıty.
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follow from t that practical OY has necessarıly deal ıN
"cChurch eory„ (”Kirchentheorie”), IS adequately develop-
ped OTIe OT ts sub-disciplines prominent place Our conference

DrecIsely ImMs al the DOoIN where the church 15 whole IS al
In practical In Of struggle. GConsequently, ( Canno(Tt
In the following Into anYy methodologıical consiıderations GOTMICEeTT!I-

INg homiletics, eicC De{fore Navıng discussed the Overall
unction Of practicalY In the lıfe and ine WaY OT the
churcn J whole
Our rıe niıstorical retiroSpecCtl ellvers SECONd result wnen 1e-
member the developments Of the 20th century "theuVer the
future OT the chu Was Dbecome A ISSUEe Our cConference

IS NOl Ne  s far struggle SUCN IS concerned
In Germany, tnhe decades Defore War WeTlTe Nıghly CONITIrO-
versial Should the grounds and ImMms Of practicaly and all ts
disciplines evised In Q DTrOCESS modernization ÖTr not? fter the
War the SySiem Of church and aparl; the Was
abolished Inspite thıs deep churchleade for ”a GCel-
tUurYy Of the chu At times, during the ch  hIp Of BIS-
marc n the days Of the Weırmarian u  l and during the azı-re-
gime between 1933 and 1945, the ierm "struggle” advance e -
lcıtly uSsed ljeadiıng slogan. ention the "Culture Struggle" ("Kultur-
Kamp between the russian and the oman atholic Church
In the Case, the fllerce Cchoo| truggle" "Schulkampf") between
tihe churches and the soclalıst Dartiıes aDOout the confessionalıst cha-
cier OT the SChools n ihe SeEeCOoNd Case and the urch
ruggle  „ ("Kirchenkamp Confessing Churc ("Bekennende
Kirche") 1933
As A matier OT fact ONeuWas ollow DY another ONeE, Dut WNO

have expecte hat iter all practical OOY WOuld nhave TeS$SÖ-
utely ul theoretical iramework In Order clarıfy ts general role
In struggies and cCon i_cs IS disappolnted.

D on the Way D  x Met  cal DISCUSSION

ere die MaNYy obstacles that u NO  s have prevented practical
theologians irom developiIng A consistent explanatory and actiıonlead-
INg eOrYy relevan OUT DOoIN WE mention ree Of hem

(1) ror ihe ne0-orthodoxX e  OQY Of Barthlaniısm deductive a-
tive DOosition IS the typical starting-point. Ihe future Of the church IS
flected In the @)| the Dromise that the "proclamation" Of "the WOTrd
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of God' ıll create the iIrmrue churcn DOdY OT Chris In thıs DTrO-
Cess it God WhO separales and reconcıles JIhe struggle ISst Ssolved,

t WEeTC, rom above" Consequentiy, practical eo  Y IS [1OTe ÖT
less aDSOrDe DY ogmatic Yy, loSINg much Of ts spechic profile
and task
(2) Practical Yy IS really IMaNYy DOSItIONS, and the deductive-
ogmatıic ONe IS C  ]  Y nol the dominating approach. nstead, In-
Aductive-adaltive position IStT MOSIT spread In Europe well SUP-
Dosedly the North merican continent In OÖOUT Century extiensive
reception non-theological methods irom the SOCIAal SCIENCES has la-
ken Dlace Itn DsyCchological, sSoClological and educatıional methods
NO  s ormIıng CcCon  u eliements Of the different practical Sub-AISCIP-
ınes ome OT them Adre relevant IOr OUur AS Will SCE elow,
Decause they directiy relate internal OT external conflicts

Psychoanalytıcal methods they dre sed others In Dastora
dre Taw hypotheses irom assumptions aDOout UNCONSCIOUS inner

In early childhood and aler In \ıte Ihe methods |  y
critique are elated contradictions Deiween Iınd and realıty, 1.e.,
Dbetitween the self understandın Of the church and ıts empirical ealıty
Neo-Marxıist analyses Ale used starli irom theu Dbetitween the
rich and the DOOT; they have influenced America liıberation theo-
IOQYy HOoweVver, all methods, certainiy have enrIic DTAaAC-
yVE much, have chiefly led diversif!  tıon only ItN-

Outl DrOoduCINg anYy coneren dIiSscussion the struggle Of the church
Velr the future What has W AdSs it WerTe, tro elow" remained o
IUV: proliferation Itn ıttie systematıc theory-Dulldıng.
(3 TIhe overall weakness n practical theo  Y IMaYy be SEeell n the
'aCKINO of meta-theoretical reflection such What f Can

fifrom hat Are Ty! Just MNOW, 1.e., nOoT only hold el

DOositioN and uUSse A method, Dut Iso eflect uDOoN\N both irom the
perspective Of OUT undamental theological ISSUEe wıtn the In
the meinNO  I  y applied When the u  l IS raised OUT
conference hat practicaly e discipline and hat the

Of ts sub-disc  Ciplines Gan contriDute, are NOl only ell
ach hat Are for In the struggle, Dut mainly clarıfy OUuTrT INS-
rumenits Let illustrate thıs difference from analytıcal Iinqguistic

Of 1eW
Practical theological statements Can be IWO In In Sayıng
"Christians have agaılnst STIU church-authorities and
advocates for priests ecomiın arrıed Includiıng dS Driests
and homosexual DETSONS AdS minısterS , are l  y CONVEYING
meaningtul position, In discussion Deiween churchmembers n



NIPKOW IHE ROLE METITHOD | PRACGTICAL

situation Of educatıon TIhe Same IS Ith sStatement Iıke the fol-
IOWING n tihe homıiletic sıtuation SEerMNOON nwe all KNOW that God
ates nat IS agaınst NIS Will n the struggle Of the cChurch against the
satanıc DOWETS @)| oday Adre SeXual D  ISCUILY, abortion, OMOSE-
Xuality 1(0 therefore, together INn OÖOUT Lord!" Statements tNIS
kind Adre l  Y elated the subject SUuch
rom STtatementits have dIistinguı EXDTESS
OUTrT theoretical reflection the lanquage and the Drocedures n

educatıon and homıiletics Just mentioned above "What Can they
achieve? Whalt, for instance, IV  S church-authorities Ifrom earn-
ing? What, n er IV church-members ÖT adults al g -
neral irom learnıng? methods n churcn ul educatıon Adre
[1MOore nopetTul han others Dromote desırable future OT the church?
HOw ShOould tihe methods Of Dreaching IO00K Iıke In struggles”?" To SUu  3

IS NOl tihe methods @)| eakıng, proclalımıng, appealing eic
SUuCh, namely they Adre used n ihne iIımmediate ractice, hat
IS emande fifrom I1 Dut analysıs OU ihe Of

Ihat ST hat the ierm "methodological"

”Struggle" as Multi-dimensional Term and SSU@e

AS a NnexTi siep Of clarıfication have aSsk hat the
implies. term "struggie”

Firstliy, the conference speaks OT u overthe future Of
the churc We MaYy understand hıs pDhrase I  l at the CONIro-
versies aDOUu the maın ıreCclon In IC the church SNOould Ihe
German ierm for t IS "Richtungsstreit”.
As ere IS the anNSWETS, have Iso deal,
SECONAIY, ıtn struggies within the churches TIThe conference agenda
nhas SOTle OT them DUl Delfore the struggles Church-authority,
seXxualıty and femmısm
Another section this conierence Will deal In Dractical OOY n
diverse cultural CONieX MoreoOver, Are nere nol Oniy COMpOSEC Of
Deople irom dıfferent regions Of the globe Dut Iso Of Christian hneo-
loglans iIrom Varlous CNurches OT denomınatiıons SO t IS World-wide
ITn addıtional ensiIoNs Therefore, thirdly, the WOrd "struggle” Iso

interchurch struggies.
The delivered DY Wuthnow nas dISCUSSEd theu
tihe church In the Of modernıty. Ihe VE heading implies al-

that innerchurchn struggles Can Caused DY exierna SOCIal



NIPKOW IHE ROLE METITHOD | PRACGTICAL

factors, nol only DY innertheological controversIial setting. May DE,
tnıs OUu constellatıon IS ven the most| al all, the struggle
between the church and ıts contexrt.

Oday, In the "ONe world" Of OUT gIO hIs CONTeXT ncludes last, Dut
NOl the easl, Ja iftn dimension of meanındg the struggles beitween

relligionsS.
In the following Q—-—_;o shall understand the ierm "struggle” multidımen-
sional ISSUEe ıth OÖOUT Cconiference eme formulatiıon SOM Of
Dbracıng DerSpeCtiIVv Or DUl T In er [1107e€ DreCcIse WaY Ihe different
In OT struggle wiıthın Dartıcular church, Detween Churches, bet-
Weell churches and elr CcContexis Can e regarde the DO-

OT the SIrU Ver the future the MmMeren churches In USING
the ierm "churches" In the Dlura! 1orm, “the“ church the "una
ecclesia  “ IS INnCIUude A matiter OT Christian alr T cannot and wirll
nol the direct subject OT analyses.

C  4A The Interdependence of the Struggles OVeTr the Future OT
the Church and Of Society

Ihe fact that internal and external struggles SEeNM closely Intier-
elated will hold irue MOST n the ıel Of moral ISSUEeS. Wıth hıs ea

practical theo  Yy has Te)! dO, In Darticular n Dastora GCalre But
Verll when IIstenIng a seemingly spirıtual Se/MNüN A Sunday
moOornNINg CHAUurCc  S Adre present In mMoOorTe than OTMe role onNIy TIhey
ee]l] themselves addressed church-members and Citizens,
AS D  l the congregatı and withın Ooclety, AS
acherents f Drogressive ÖT Conservatiıve valuesystems, human
DEeINgS e ÖT coloured Skın, [Mel ÖT Therefore, t IS
understandable that have een ade Dull practica heo-
IOQY and Christian ethics oge
Another relievan factor IC| CONIrNDU the interrelation OT relligion
and soclety IS tihe WaY NOW the churches CONCEIVE Of the future and
develop el iımage 0d's acting In NIStorYy. rom hıs SICEe the ıel
OT politics becomes sphere Of CONCUrrING VISIONS
TIhe NISTOrY Of American Protestantism lustrates that Iso systiem
ItNn separation Of and church Can develop ar hıgh degree OT
interdependence. On the New continent the merıcan churches De-
‚AaNle the cenier Of SOcCIal|l and cultural organıization. rom the VE De-
ginnIng Of settiement Can ODServe the Iinkage OT individual
and SOCIal theologıies. The separation OT and church has nol led

ideologıical desconnection Of the IWO spheres. TIhe questio has
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Ver een "WAhic SO OT al for churcn n nıstorıical and
SOCIEeTIAa world for the wnNnole country”"”?
TIhe struggle VerT the future the church Was and ıll IS u
Ver the future Of Amerıica American Protestant religion has een fu-
ture-oriented all the centuries Ith IManYy hot debates whether the
American Ssoclety has already Decome irue Christian ÖT nol OÖn inhe
ONe hand the Iınerals hat the "SeCcOonNd coming” Of Christ In

the kingdom God Was OUTI and DTrOSPDET had already
happene: In the Oorms OflCultural developmen On the
hand AIS Dostmilienalıst standpoint Was oOpposed DYy the oremilienia-
|Ist VIEW OT evangelicals WhNhO denied the CU ıberal 1  ı and
efused accepl the de  ıfl  tion tihe given empirical realıty OT the
American nation Ith Kingdom
Ihe arguments DOST- and premilientalists Were rawn irom different
interpretations OT the Of NISTOTY. TIhe Y OT "AdISpeNSa-
tionalısm"”, the bellef In .  ‚er divine plan In Darticular dispensations g-
Vell n Darticular epochs, necessarıly mplıed the interpretation of GOTNN-

SOCIal ISSUEeS SIONS humankiınd hat OUT time has
GCONMN!' Near ts en  Q IS ODVIOUS NOW alarmıng Irom this angle moral
ISSUeS CONCeEMING alcoholism, rugs, sexualıty Uus|i aDDEaAT
The Correlation Of reilgious and SOCIa|l actors Can IsSo Observed In
the lel Of ECONOMICS Ihe "DOopulıs movement” al the end OT the 19th
CENUTY and the MOve @)| "progressivism” ıth the SOCIal gOospel”

ONe Of ts maın elemenitis In the half Of OUT CEeNTUTY dre ISO SI-
multaneousiy truely Protestant and truely merıcan —_ had as
Protestants In that time for eır I1eW the future the Churchn they
WOuld have answered n categories OT SOCIa| egalitarianısm, general
welfare, milıtary and all tNIS, COUTSE, mixed u wıth the reil-
gIOUS CONVICtiON God surely eılır SICde
Ön the öld continent uropean Protestantism ShOwSs quite another
iype Of interdependence Detitween reiigious and SOCIal struggles. ıle
n the Nortn merıcan dev the Galvinist idea of theocratic
munıty Was influential COMDINE ITn CD  Ja dynamıc VIEW historical
development, In Germany and n the Scandınavıan countriıes the LU-
theran "doctri Of the IWO reaiIms (Zweireichelehre) had laıd tihe
ground. IT OTIE elleves according his doctrine hat God IS I  l
the and SOUls DY HIS Word In NIS spirıtual realm the and
the DOdies DY WaY the par  » polıtical and eCONOMIC order n NIS
worldly reaim the left, the polıtical MOUO Of the church has De nol

initeriere Ith DOolitics What ollows IS mMore ÖT I1ess A general SUPD-
Dort Of In and ODDOSEC where the given Order Ist QUES-
tioned DY emancı  Ty ÖT revolutionary ideas
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One mMI SUPPDOSE hat the interdependence IS lIess visible ıT iurn
the oman AatNOlC Church IC leaves the iImpression Of o  Saı

self-reilant, centrally governed DOdY of high independence and ıtt!
interdependence ıth ts context But hıs IS only OMe SICde OT the oın
The oman atNnolıc Church has VE STIroNg In shapıng the
SurroundIng world In accordance wıth ts self-understandın 15 X  Sahı)
"societas Derfecta  ” Thus, ihe S  u VerT the iuture Of the churcn
obtaıns unmistakable has een SUCCESSTuUl wnen
tion has become < atNnolıc nation, A  4J schoolsystem system @)|
Oll Schools and ortn
TIhe esults tNIS chapter Can SsummMed ollows Struggles
VerT the future the church Are In intricate WaYy COmpOsed @]!
theologıcal and non-theological actors and always embedde: In A lar-
gET Cultural historical DTrOCESS. They er NOl only irom continent
COoNUuN Dut ISO aCcordl the particular Christian tradıtions and
specific Cultural constellatiıons Of major relevance IS the natıon Of
the church, the understandın Of ts mandate in the world Practical
eOl0gy has take es different settings Into aCCOUNI, f f IS aske
for Sun In struggles.
HOowevVver, hat Can realistically expect? Gan practical €eOl0gy
A  S discipline xert major influence at all, 1 the historical|l transforma-
tONS Adre complex It IS the case” relligion, sOCIeiy and Culture
Are nterrelated, the future OT ach OT lıfe Will depend
that )| the others In VIEW OT thıs fact t hat theology lay
much mMmMoOrTe er reactin than activating role and hat for nsiance
lıberalısm and fundamentalısm Are Orms Of adaptatıon the
DrOCESSCS Of modernization, OT be MOTre DreCIse, fundamentalısm IS
the reaCclon the reaCcCtlon of liberalısm In short, ATre warned
Ooverestimate the influence Of practical| the  y

accompanıng result OT his section IS the divergence In the Meall-
INg OT the tierm ur the ypical Protestant church In America
eın the OCa congregation, the Church England ÖT Of Sweden
el state-Churches, the oman Church centralızead global
church Fach Of hem SNOWS rather different Of authorıity that
the role f practicalYhas considerabily modified



NIPKOW IHE ROLE METITHOD IN PRACGTICAL

Ihe urcnes and the Contr.  ictions of NYy OO bet-
WE the P  I  S OT Prophetic Renewal and Apocalyp-
IC Fund  talıs

Many specific Innerchurch struggles Can r  e AS indıcators Of
the embracınguVerT the future the church the WwNnole (see
aDOove Ihey Adre rooted Oday, T n the IV
Judgements aDOUuU the frustrating COUTSEe NIStOry al general| and that
OT the church In partıcular, both eing closely intertwine: chap 4
tnıs NIStOrY IS the nıstory OT modern aUCS, INY nex71 thesıs IS derived
from the CrISIS of mModernity, "modernita In COoma”, talıan JOUT-
nalıst recently has pul t In fOppYy ITrONICA WaY Ost of the present
NTNCIS In the churches probably Mırror tNıIS CTISIS, n A different WaY,
nowever The controversIıial reactions dıffer aCcCording nat ONe
consıders WOTS and hat 0Ug altered IrS
Modernity has Decome unıversal and have el contradictions Ihe
DIrOCESS Of modernization nas eached ts geographical universality,
Dut, seen from IrS standpoint, t has faıled fulfil! Its Dromises.
With the SYES er SECONd the modern spirıt has NOl remaıned
Dbehind Its OWN standards, Dut has completely stan-
ards
rom the perspective the Christian eriıtage has een Ja CONSIFUC-
Ive element the awn OT modern times SINCE the age Of reformation
and the epOC Of Enlightenment. Beside influences, grouDSs Of
Christians have transferre the idea OT reilgıous reedom the DOlI-
cal ealiıty Of reedom for reilgion. TIhe ICdeas OT SOCIal ustice and equal
human rights back IDIICa rOOIS, 100
But WNO hasl DY ese ideas In tihe further historical develop-
ments® ıe Deople much mMore han la and CcColoured DeOople, the
northern hemisphere MOTEe than the Ssoutnern, the rich [MOTe than the
DOOT, iMen MMOTEe than Ihıs discrepancy Detween Dpromise and
realıty IS the SOUTCe OT deep and Justified disappointment and
the reason WhYy Christians ralse VOICEe protest rom thıs DET-
IV OT Jaa determined Christian humanısm and SoCcI/alısm the
struggle VelT the future Of the church and SOCIeLy remembDer
the interdependence has De decıded ihe ISSUEeS hnhuman rnghis,
SOCIal ustice and More recently the Dreservation O1 ıfe OUTrT
globe The practical actıvities have received oday - MIC
DroMISING determination Ith regard the IıpDeration OT disadvantage
and Ooppressed groupSs Church autNorIl Are accused INg a C
Complices In the polıtical DOWETS and Of Clingiıng authoritarian and
Datrıarchical SIrucCciures elr OWT1 al hat
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In quı another direction the DUuDlC FESUTGENCGE of evangelicalism,
fundamentalıs and tradıtionalism IS DOoIMtING. ıle the SIde Just
mentioned the CTNISIS Of modernıty IS ıll experienced 1S Q  Jk lack Of
reedom and au  y) IT IS NO  s Just the opposite, the lack Orcder
and In  l  ) Of CIear-CUu and obedience eternal a..
me that arouses the deepest irrıtation uyesu Dluralısm,
ere unon
Research the fundamentalıst revolt agaınst modernısm IS affled DY
ts asti present dimensions and ts Qquı gro TIhe tudies observe
simılar ohenomena Prote and Catholics, ıth Jews,
Muslıms, Hindus and In the orms Of rellgiOUS, Cullura and
political fundamentalısm
n the reilgiOous Tea have the Protestant Side distinguis
Detiween adıcal fundamentalısts and [NOTE MmMoOoderaile evangelicals.
elr COomMmMon denomıinator IS the resistance agaınst the Iıberal nerI-
Lage @)| the Enlightenment. CCO  1 In Marty’s and CO
ppleby's study project the 1e theological characteristic OT a-
mentalısm IS ts "oppositionaliıst” nature, "one eals back" Deatıng
back 15 constitutive DrincIple, "struggle” demandıng [Mall-
date
Ihe theological attacks Aare ırec agaılnst hermeneutics In Of
historical-critical researCc agaınst Dluralısm and relatıvism and
agaınst the evolution. TIhe spearhead all of HIS IS the

agaılnst the idea Of free, self-sustamın and CNIUCa subject Q
Criterion Of ru experlience. ru IS given and l, nol preilimınary.
ıl the Christian movemenIis the ONe end Of this Dolarısation
Taw the prophetic tradıtions OT the ÖOld and New Testament In Ö[ -
der MOUV. eır IOr change, It IS hıis end [NOTEe OT I1ess
apocalyptic VISION nat Dropels the ınd Not uman DOWETS, Dut
Christ and the Antichrist Adre regarde the rue Sub] of hıstory.
The uman Indıvidual IS expropriated far NIS ÖT ner private EX-

pDerlienCce and independent reflection are concerne  g IS seen $  ‚er

mMIghiy instrument In especCk the overall divine plan In hand

Ihe EMETGENCE Of fundamentalıs IS nourished DY several IMp.
SOCIological and DsyCchological factiors Fundamentalısm nas een e I

plained the ESCADE irom tihe challenges OT A iree and plural SOCIELYy
and from A church IC ollows similar patterns ÖOne has cseen that,
indeed, OÖOUTr situation Overstraıns the indiıvidual IS irue hat tihe
Oone hand modern SOcCIetlies highiy esieem the indıvidual whıile the

hand ihey eave f alone In ItS search for meanıng, heilter and
Im seCcurity. Ihus, pDeople Decome CONVversIoONns hat-
Ver kınd li hat N elt MISSING
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In NAIS chapter, SUM nhave ShOow that {WO ınNeren
aspecits @)| modernity have created IWO Corresponding reactions IC
ODDOSE achn uboth Siart irom z Ive appraisal Of tihe
Salftle sıtuation Ihe clas IS unavoırdable n the church ell 15 n
er soclety, SINCE OSe WNO complaın Of unfullllie DrO-
ImMISeS do want the human potentials OUTr time Decome MD-
iıshed whereas the SICe efutes Just thıs VISION 15 expression
Of nhyDrıs and SIN
The flerceness OTu Ist addlıtionally nourished DY Structura|l
similarıties here and ere, the MoOStT iımportan OT them eINg the DaS-
SIiONate OriıentTalıon Owards the ulur ıtself IS Just se NIS
IC dre strugglıng VerT the future Of ihe church wnereas the middle
OT tiheu ISt much less keen anYy major iuture enewal al all

6 Practical M  ı Methods Subordinate Instruments
in Struggles

Ihe DOWETS n the DrevIioOuSs chapter allow
define al eas ONe OT the major CONTMCGCIS VeTr the future Of the church
aYy Are VE actiıve Including Dolıtical cCampaIlgns. Ihe maın PNa-
SIS IS lald DYy them visIıbie transformatıion Of tihe CGhurch Everyone
IS SUuMMONEe practical cCommıtment, T Dehalf Of evangelıza-
tion and ISSION ÖT emancıpatıon and Iıberation The Oolder Pletism
already used define the rue theologıical eOTY aCCording the mue
Christian DraxIs. sSimiılar Subordination Of theological Iinking
practical actiıon Can ODServed n the presen!?.
What IS the role practical OOY a discipline AIS DaCk-
ground”? What IS the Dart the methods Of the Dractical theological
dIiscIplines dfie Dlay Future-oriented Christian MOovemenits Will e x
DeECI practical eOl0gy Decome ally In ihe llghts agaınst the
DONENIS ItN tihe effect that the methods OT the sub-disciplines De-
Com Instruments In the oractical cCampailgns.

(T) Ihe Technological ole of Methods

One Of the mMmoOST CONSPICUOUS example ıllustrate er IrS (ype INS-
irumentalısation IS the OT modern OT audiovisual GOMI-
munication DY undamentalıs 1 V-churches In revolt agaıinst
dernism they do NOl despise modern techniques. Hereby the arsenal
OT homiletic methods proclaım the gospe! IS surely Droadened Ihıs
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0eSs nol IMPIY, however, that the SaMe degree a self-critical
thodologıcal reflection IS developed.
The tudies NewW evangelıca and cNharısmalıc movemenIis dSs well

ne'  s syncretistic CUu SNOW that "NEeW reilgiosity” IS defınt-
tely group-reilgiosity. gaın the cCorresponding In methods OT
group-PSyChology IS high, Hut Durely functional Decause the
Adre IXe: and beyond dISCUSSION.

DUut f n I1NOore general er IMAaYy that thel theo-
10gIcal methods dre auxIilary technologıical devices n DUT-
DOSse-means-relation DYy lYIS robbed Of ts cha-
ra AS In  ent theoretical discipline.

(2) TIhe Experimenta ole Oof Methods

Another Kınd Of onesidedly emphasizing the adjective „  cl In
practical the:  Yy IS oun where theuVer the future
the church IMS al nNe  s Christian lıte-style DY WaY experiment and
ISCOVETY. Ihe still growIng developmen started n the I1es and has
een widely influenced DYy the ecumenıtcal MOV In the meaniıme
WOrkshops "spirıtuality” and experiments IN e  s Christian COM!-
munıty have een DowerTully supplemented DYy ecological Il  Ives
OUu researc has IsSo identified SOTNIe orms of SO-Calle
"green fundamentalısm"”, the leading DrincIples OT MOST OT inıtla-
tives, actıon groupS and Bbasıc ommMuUnNItIEeS Are much INOTEe shaped DYy
self-criticism and than DYy relligious self-securnty and the alr-
OUur CONVver! others homogeneOus standards
The effects methods Adle ISo different Ihey Adre used In EXDE -
rimental role aC  I the experıimental style Of Drobing the future
DY Ne  s spirıtual, ecological, eMINIST, ntercultural ÖT interreligi0us
pDatierns @)| lıfe and lalogue.
FOr ıllustration let IrS OUC methods Of Christian adul educatıon

has een AS classıcal debate the me  Yy of the WO Of
LAaYy Academıes Should they only 10  mn’ 1.e open-minded
pla Of dIiSCUSSION, ÖT Iso ctor”, 1.e driving Orce DY
supporting transformations Of the church ifrom o  J partıal DOI! Of view”?
In the SECONd ase academy "COUrSes” will become "workshops”" ÖT
ven "trainıng-camps” where the ne  s Of and lıfe IS a-
ga and u  y exercIised. Practical t  l  l are X
JoIn and delıver ideas apt for CONCcreie
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rom the met  09gIcal dISCUSSION In tihe ıel Of modern educatıon
the iype Of "action research”" IS well KNOWN experts. Its 1e
characteristic Ist the IIınkage researc and partıcular Droject f
practical Innovatıon, the experimental esting a Tle  s kınd OT
sSchooling. In practical eOlogy SUCN d mode| Can De in WaY
HIS reservatiıon nas In Oorms OT "pastora clinıcal raın-
|ng“
What IS the COMMON SIiruciure OT the IWO efiniIng the role
methods eıther aCccording the technologıical ÖT the experimental
del® Witn DOSIUT underione OTIeE INaYy SqYy that n Doth Dpractical
t  l  1  | methods ATre applied In S CIOSeEe connection Dractical|l IS-
SUe6S But hat IS tihe price”? Ihe involvement n cControversial DTrOCES-
ses happens al the OSI OT Q I0SS OT independence and
profile Ihe experimental role eaves MOoOre [OOÖOTI Ihough for Ccrealıve
and CNEIHNCa reflection, compare Ith the technological mode!| and Its
classıcal streamlınıng sSubordinatio But IS AIS sSufficient?

The MNÜüca Assessment Oof Methods Practical Theology
3s Discipline

u C Dersonally much In favour Of the experimental role Of
methods, ell contribution n clarıtyıng OT SOIlvINng church

IS rather weak As the technologıcal model : a constructive
role IS completely IaCkIng.

UZE Q the nalure u that OTle has given u the standpoimnt OT -
Observer n Order eCcome A particıpant Involved n controvers|ia|l AdCG-
10NS Thıs IOSS Of A position enables take the Derspectives
Dboth Darties Can y er Corresponding IOSS OT Compeience
and trustworthıness artısans Are gO0Od mediators It WOuUl NOl
VE WISE thougN play OT against ach the standpoints OT
academıic impartlialıty and practical partialıty. ere IS neutrality n
disciplines Iıke UuTS What COUNIS IS, nNowever, the Compeience OT S!-
multaneousiy el cCcommMIe and el able Keep a certaın self-
critical ISTaNnC: Ihe faciors Dertinen Are the @)| nıstorical|l and
systematical analysıs, the degree Of metatheoretical reflection and
the whole the relatıve Independence Of practicalY AdS SCIeEN-
ll discipline.
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(T) Church Struggles and Methods n the of Historical Re-
Search

Historical researc IS indiıspensable. Hıstorical tudies Can |ay OoDeEN
SOMe OT the Of present day conflicts Our understandın the
motivations Can enriıche OUT DIases CcCorrected Adre learnıng

deal ıth reilgious struggiles [MOTEe realistically, IO0KINg al hem irom
SICEeS 110  s ıth growIng eeling for tihe WINS and IOSSes

(2) Church Struggles and Methods Subject of Systematic He-
According Theologica Principles

In OUT discipline IsSo need A  Jı gO0OC deal OT systematıc reflection
One ts IS make SUTe the jeadıng practical t  I  l  |
DrincIples. OÖOUTrT private {  I  l  | preferences and reilgious
affınıtıes INaYy De, wıithout safe KNnowledge ts iun CONVIC-
tIioNs church will lose ts orlıentatiıon Church DOoards have o  . rg
expecCt practical {  I  ] De competent hat atters
As practical theologıan, give example, E  E have KNOW
NOW differentiate Dbetween the prieSthood @)| all Delievers and the
unction OT the ecclesijastical office Of minıstry all Jaypersons ıth-
Outl officıal vocatıon be acdmıtted Dublic preaching and the Dublic
ad  Inıstration Of sacraments? Ihıs IS Old and Ver e  su
n OWTN church VerT the expectations Pletist GroußS The
DOoOomIng arısmalıc movemen JOCS ıll further in challenging the
churches In Germany Second Daptısm and In  ent
Charısm 0Cal congregations. All iNısS IS eIng propagated Dbehalt

z enewed church n the iuture NOW the governing
church DOdies responsiIble for tihe decIsions 1Or the sake OT
tihe church < whole IMaYy Ind OUT, they ug KNOW hat ihey Adre
Ol Practical the  Yy Can assıst and deliberate Cchurch
leadership.
3) Church Struggies and Methods n 1W of Posiıtional Program-

Mes from Ihe Perspective of IICa Metatheoretic, AS-
sSe

S e theoretical discipline practical eo  Y has SETVE, thirdly, Dy
critically assessING 0OSe practical theologıical CONCEPIS, strategies and
methods IC IMOTEe ÖT I1ess self-sufficliently Dresen! eır and
Drocedures without callıng them In u  l OUG such A v  pOSI-
tionalı  ” OT "programmatical” al INaYy l  Yy COMPDAaATE the
favoured methods Of ne’s OW  — n homiletics, DOIMENICS and cateche-
tICcs Ith competing DrOGgramMeS, GCTIUNCca defense and offense In-
cluded, tNIS kınd OT criticısm IS not hat undterstand DY A mela-
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10NS
critique IC ntends the systematıc Comparıison Of DOSI-

To egin Ith the character Of statements, |.e., the Iınguistic STalus
D  ıtions, positional Inking Drogrammatıc senitences
DFrOGTaMME, however, IS bent SUCCESS and keen Deating the
DOSING position. Programmes Are Ihe mMore statements,
and actions ase UDOT hem, Adre onesidedly Drogrammatıc, the MoOre
hey will aggravate |  I  n and reCOoNCINalon Aft they heat
tihe uggle and Drovoke the Opponent's COuNtieracilions nstead, tihe
unction A systematic critical assessment Can and ShOould be fOos-
ier [1107e understandıng the DrOS and Con  N

In SUMMING E Bı  E Bı WOU IıKe SdYy that t IS DY AIS naliure ASs A theore-
Iıcal enterprise, AdSs INEeOTY Of the DraXIıs” Of the church (not the
DraxIis ıtself), Schleiermacher, hat the practical theological
disciplines n dealıng Itn methods Can Dlay o  ‚er [1Ore CONstructive role
for the UuUSse Of DraxXIıs han DY 100 much lrectly SOrDe DYy Dra-
XIS I hıs 0eSs nOoT exclude that practical {  I  ] will actıvely take
Dart In struggle DrotagonIsts Of hıs OTr that DOosıtion They Cannot
avold Involved But radema ea IS S@ECUTEe

er
and make visible the dI  INCUON Deiween the OMNe and the

The of Practical T  I  ] Disciplines E the
Culture Of truggle

ASs nexTi step It IS I00K al methods In MOTre detaiıl Are
ere al all spechically theological methods n thNeology”? CNieler-
macner's famous negative ANSWEeT IS well-known Adre noOl, and
hat makes OUut {  I  l  | character IS Ir DUrDOSE OnNIy.
ndeed, the Drocedures n hNomiletics dre COmpose: hermeneutical,
rhetorical and semiotical methods In dre methods Oof DSY-
choanalysis, cl  t-C  tered herapy and Dbehavıoural DSyYCHOIOgYy DIaYy

consıderable role DesIde others In the educalıona leld, churcn
education, rellgious educatıon In SCHNOOIS and Christian ul education
sShare MaNnYy insiıghts ıth general educatıion, NOl ention the
amountit Of Knowledge adopted iIrom SOCIOIOGY and DSyCHOIlogy
others from learnıng eo YOU researc developmental DSYChHO-
IOQYy and lıfte SDan\n reSsearc All methods Decome theological
Nes DYy the reilgious and they Are attrıbuted What
Tollows T1or UnCcClion n reilgiOuUS conflicts? 10 aNnsSswWeT AIsS question

have distinqguı Detween, t WEeTE, the natura potentlality OT
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er method and TS wirthın TS M CONtexT OT a  N  l |
the church
MY argumen | tNIS chapter O0  s IS that al present almost all methods
of OUT Sub disciplines Are DY VI the nalure OWT already

OT the SPINK moderniısm the @)| Enlightenmen
Thereby OUTrT task becomes ambiıvalent On the ONe hand practical
eOl0gy OUg SEIVe all grouPpsS l the struggles VerT the future OT
the churcn On the hand IS methods die nol neutral a  OU DY

technological USe much OT cNaracier Gar De neutralized |

problematıc have seern HOw Can the modern character
OT methods described?
Struggles withın the churches and Ver future call for thıngs
for SCIeENUFIC analysıs and constructive SOIlutions let I00K al
the analytıcal practical theologıical methods

(T1) The Analytical UNCUHOoN of Practical 11  ]l Methodads
Struggles

Psychoanalysıis S classıcal dse Of Orıentel analysıs
all KNOW from the of explalInıng DehNavıiour DYy tracıng Dack

conflicts | childhood and aler Studies fundamenta-
Iısm dogmatısm and fanatıcısm help understand WNY rellgiOous
SIrU Can ften AsSsSufTftie sharpness makes aNYy Deacelu
SOIuloN IiImpossIble As fundam  alıs attıtudes deep rooted 1e-
Ues Seelll nourish the exireme rgidity | KEEPING OTMe Tru ONe
OCIrıne OoNne g standpoılnt hat 0eSs nol al anYy o-
MISE Ihe ability and readıness aCccepil S  x COTMMDTOTNISG, nNowever, | A
basıc prerequisite Of A Deacetu lıfe | world shaped DYy Christian and
reilgious pluralısm. In KNOWING the DsyCchological backgrounds
pastora dre mı Derhaps Detter able intervene conflicts, |
particular the level Of 0Cal congregation. DBYy consultation
interventiIons WOUuUld help mitigate CONTMNIC provide: the DETSONS I

question allow interventions.
Semiotical analyses of SerMMONSs Can reveal the In  irı  INg nature @)|
hat preachıIng mı MaYy DY hım- OT herself regard the DrOG-
lamatıon Of the DUTE gospe! rather armiess example IS the WOTd
uweu "Wwe SC6 believe upon  M eIC dISQUISING
the minıster's private reilgIOuUSs OT she Wanits
the only valı OPINION direct influence UDON\N conftlicts Are an-

dichoto here nus" ot hnere the Delievers
the unbelievers In dealing ıth d  J lexT tihe ten  Yy

make OoNe eadıng the only vallı eading has stabiılizın effecCts uUDO
the OMNe OUD, Dut deterrent effects uUDON others
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ASs Christian educatıon developmen I1es inform
hat IMaNYy church-members conceptualize CONVviIctions In SOrt of AJ
'Cclosed system', In "synthetic-conventional" Siruciure, whereas
others spell Out elr al n "iındıviduative-reflective" structure 15 o
Nex7T step, but that Will last rather IONg d "conjunctive" SIiruciure
OT enables ake tihe pDerspectives T stands and De-
CGCOTIT! [1Oore BY the explanatory OT structural develop-
mental 1es understand much Detter Why SOTMIe constellations
Of struggle Adre STIhe transiformatıion the eep-structures
OT I  INg and believing depends ManYy actors Cannot easıly

Influenced
Ihe ambivalent situation IS always the Same Scientific methods Iıke
OSe mentioned AaDOVe Carl nelpful DY elr analytıca esults In
lıghtening the Dackground Of reilgious Thereby tihey Ga InI-

NMEeEW learnıng, Dut the CONitrary IS l  9 (e70] es Of dog-
matısm prevent pDeople from learnıng, and scientific insights will NÖ
u

(2) Hermeneutica and Dialogical Functions of Practical Theological
Methods n Struggles

Ost Of the methods n practical eOl0gy follow tne princIples Of ner-
meneutics and l  u Hermeneutica CrıterjJa form constitutive
Darti OT homiletic work beginniıng ıtn the interpretation @] the IDIICaA
exTi and Including tihe interpretation the present sıtuation Of the IIS-
teners In reilgious instruction they have safe DlaCce, 100 The Sarıle
priority IS given tihe spirıt O1 l  u and free dISCUSSION In all dI-
mMmensIOnNnSs Of reilgious education ell n are Authori-
tarıan methods do [1OTe ÖT less belong the Dasil
In short, meel ıth A simiılar general Dicture The aSpeCIs OT OUTrT
methodology Just mentioned die the result Of modern developments.
ıle the hermeneutica DerspecCtives mırror ihe modern historical
derstanding Of l OUun human Oorms OT exXpression In
the 1ow f Ccultural change, the principles Of free discussion and dıa-
IOqQue CXPDTESS the Basıc self-understandın OT democratic, ODEN

Wıth statements Adie returnıng the maın CcConiem-
struggle OU aDOove and the dilemma IS ODVIOUS, \ (o70]

(3) TIhe odern aracter of Practical 7}  JlMethods and
the truggle Vver Modernity — Dilemma

practical theologlians Adre COoNvINCeEd that In the struggles In
u  10N practical Yy IS DIlay role a discipline and f
KNOW hat mean in USING the WOrd "discipline” IC IS el definıtely
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ScIenNtIfIC term have ealize that already the VE Of OUTrT
conference IS In WaY takıng SICde Ihe Sale IS Ith the Of

In appiyıng the metatheoretical CCa assessment Oourselves
SCE hat the u  I0M CONCcCerING the role Of methods IS Iso DY

tself (  d Tul Of modern theologıical reflectivity. As tihe methods n
detaiıl have OomMe the Sallle result

My intention has een 1or role Of practicalY In tihe
struggles VeT the future Of the church DYy OUT discipline aDDEATS

relhlable and competent Dariner all ınNeren combatants But
NOW Can hıs DE, T A modern discipline IS Involved In eu ver
Just modern Iimplications”? How Can rules and Drocedures n NO-
miletics, DOIMENICS and help, f 0a OPPOSING allıance
will rejecCt em What OUT wnole argumentation n favour Of the
analytical W OT methods and eır contribution understanding
and I  u  y T all tNIS IS ırrelevant ÖT Vell dangerous
Because f reaines the spirit intellectualism, ıberalism and elativ-
ism?
We ave e VE hnonest Ourselves ASs hat Adre INg

Are NOl OCated outside Of church and soclety and elr conflicts
VerT the iuture The VE act nat OUT discIpline has developed it
has IS already answer OUT ISSUEe

(4) PhronesIis the GeneralMof Practical e0O10GY
Discipline 'owards Culture of truggle

The developme practical theology SINCE Schleiermacher and
Nitzsch DOoINtIS contribution ihe future In Tollowing Ihe
educatıon Of minIstry aYy f —Z have had the chance observe f al
Protestant and atNolıc Tacultıies In Germany S, irstly, interested In
historical Orliıentation the backgrounds of recent developments
and conflicts econdly, mp  I IS lald uUPDOoN\N the abılıty COMPDaTrE
controversIıal methods ÖT DrOgramMMeS and dISCUSS elr value for
enewal aCcCcording tihe theological standards each Dartiıcular
church Fınally, mMore and MmMOTe earn the CONSIrUCÄIve role

empirical practical tNeOology Can Dlay clarıfy the interplay OT DSY-
chologıical, SOCIOlogical, political and reilgious actors n contflicts The
general iImpact all se endeavours surely need further de-
velopment IS hat Can called the attıtude Of "phronesis”, OT CIrCUuUMm-
Sspection, Of "Besonnenheıt"
Whether HIS answer wilk satısfy the combatanıts In SIru depends

NOW far they will ıNn the rules and princIples underlyıng tnıIs
self-understandın practical the  Yy ar discipline. they dO, they
Can probably profit irom f In several ese Ares greater
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IS for others, Jakı) er understandıng tihe different motiva-
ns and the readıness for IVING together In Dluralistic Christianity
and pluralıstic modern Culture challenged DY Severe C7TIses
Ihıs conclusiıon has nothiıng Itn harmonIzZINg IeW OUT glo-
bal and 0Cal sSituations In church and soclety. Nor dire allowed
evadeu wnere it IS vitally has lot do, NOW-
SVEeT, Iıth . humane Culture OT strugglie Christians dS e -
ample for the WOTr

Ö Practical T  ı Competence ASs el Profession S as
Habitus

need DOtN u Ver ihe future Of the CNANurches and
humane WaY of acting In CONTMICIS hat must notT De ashamed as
Christians and Can OUT Compeitence 15 Dprofessional theologlians.
Practical eOlogy discipline IS DYy tself DIECE Of DraxXIis DYy

Adie n ihe lıte the church Including controversies
But Our superior ask In A professionalist understanding OUT profes-
SION IS iNeren irom tihe DrOCESSES In the iImmediac OT ıTte

Adre embers OT certaın profession IC IS r  Iıble for tihe
theological educatıon Of ministers and eacners n the cChurch, nol
ention the contributions neIighboured professions. Although the
DrofesSsionNs OT ministry and ING do nol DOSSECSS all characteristics
OT ull Drofessionalization, the elements OT aCcCademıc ]  l  3 of COT-
atıve and A certaın degree OT self-responsIbility Drovide
minısters and eachers, In partıcular Protestant, Ith independence
IC enables hem ulfili! Constructive role f ır OWN maın
quality tNısS proftessiona| Competence has De irustworthiness
hopefully uUuDON hem DY ınNeren groups
HOow Can thıs happen? Lel conclude ıth the assumption hat it IS
presumabiy the influence OT the educatıon In all practica|l theological
disciplines together t IS exerted upDOoN\N the DETSoN ] WNoOole IC
maters IS the 'habıtus Will others In controversial
sSituations Ihıs Dersona factor sShould NOl be
We u  Y need variety OT ilree and darıng experiments In ÖOr-
der OUT 0cal congregations and OÖUT CNurches In large.
WOU De gOo0Od INg f the commıtMeEent Of practical OGY b
discipline IS rep  d DYy eCduCalie and Dersonalıties


