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Don FOWNING
The Idea of the International Academy OT Practical

asual Conversations during informal exchanges al professional|l meel-
IngS Cal SOMetımes dangerous. P  l  l ften Decome an-
SIVE and elr imagınatıons eCcome InTlame: DY tihe X-
CIte Of the conference, and they egin imagıne WaYS
tinue, indeed expand, the conversations, iriendshı  9 and ntellectual
breakthroughs ihey Adre experliencIng.
IT Was during informal exchanges Dbetiween ans Vvan der Ven, 1eirıc
oessier, Kar/l NIDKOW, Friedrich Schweitzer, myself and others
during June 1990 consultatıon sponsored DYy the Department OT
Practical O  Y OT Tuebingen University hat the idea Was orn or

nternational organization oractical eOlogy. Upon returnıng
the Uniıited States, | shared es dreams Itn Proifessor Richard Os-
[Ter OT Princeton {}  I  | Seminary Through IWO granis
irom President IThomas Gillespie OT Princeton T  l  ] Seminary,

wWwere able hold 10U  l meeting In tihe SUMMerTr Of 1991 and
defray SOMe Of the OT his conference Ihe u  l meeting
Was attended DY amlıl Menard irom Canada Rıelt Bonsstorm and
ans Vall der Ven irom Holland;: NC oessier, Kar/| MmMs NIpKOW,
and Friedrich Schweiltzer fifrom Germany; and Richard Osmer, Norbert
Hahn, and myself from the United States Wiıth exhılaratiıng
OT omnIıpotence, Oounded the nternational Academy OT Practical
eOl0gy and Ourselves I6 embers and officers For A
DasSsıng momenl, all had SOTTIE OT hat God must nNave elt
al the creation the world Ihıs IS confess thalt, In certaın WaYS, the
Academy Was something Iıke acl OT creatio NiNHO._  € Oounded

academy ope WOuUuld ENCOUTAYEC intercultural, Inter-
disciplinary, and ScIeENHUTIC exchange they UnIty, and
relevance of ihe practical t  l  l  | disclplines Doth church and
world
We mMuUST iımmedilately give OUT thanks for President Gilles-

Support ior the Hırth Of his academy IS CONVICtON that AIS
assıstance nol only Decause Tom Gillespie IS Sk VE ıne IMan,
IC he S, Dut Decause Of the longstandıng commıtmMeEeNITS Prince-
ioNn Theological Seminary the disciplines @]!lyIhıs
IS reflected, $ —— believe, In the devel al Princeton @)| ONe OT the
leadıng departments OT practical OOQY In the WOTrT
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The bırth Of the Academy Was SOTTIE shared observatiıons
Several Of had noticed NMEW, world-wıide In practical hneo-
IOQy Furthermore, WeTlTe Struck DYy the large number Of shared
themes hat characterized the writin Dractical theologıans In
diferent Ccountries WNO had, matier Of fact ıttle contaci ıth ONe
another consultatiıon Deiween and American practical
theologlıans al Eispeet, Holland In 1990, Gijs Dingemans IM-
Dortant Summarized IMaNnYy Of the CONverging world
trends !

ome World-Wide Trends

In hat TOllows, FEg  FEg will l OWT nand identifyiıng ese shared
themes MyYy |ISst, nowever, will have IMaNnYy continunes ITn Professor
LVingemans’s observations Z trends widely shared In the
practical theologıcal evival around the world ere IS the Ide-
spread Delıel that all Yy, including hat IS tradıtionalliy called
oractical thNeology, Should ItNn the analysıs Ofl and SI-

Second, IMaNYy believe hat practical Yy Should GOTI-
entraie the chu practice In ihe world (the Dublic Daradıgm)
well the ordering f tihe internal lıfe of congregations (the clerical
and ecclesial Daradıgms). {hıs Was l made VerT IWENLY
aQO DYy ampbel n importan 19 7/2 artiıcle tıtled "Is Practical
yDossible?"? Ir T IS hought that practical O  Yy In the
iuture will Interdisciplinary and, In Ttastl. IMaYy need Nnvolve OOT-
diınated ea {  I  9 ethicists, and SOCIa|l scientists WOrkIing
©  er JO!] Our colleagues have een DIONEETS
In tNIS approach. OUu practical theology ShOuld Sirve for uniıty; f
Should attempil evolve CO  l  l models that interrelaie the SDE-
Clalized subdisciplines of practica theology Nn acn and Itn
theology A whole IS growIng Dellief hat it sShould be
SCcCIENUTIC and CTIUNCa In the Se711565$5 German, (B
nadıan, and SOTTIE American SCHNOolars have Joined In a  l  l
ese values Sixth, practical theology sShould attend Doth the CNIUCca

Dractice well ihe yn  IC and rhetorics Of-
matıon; It sShould De CcConcerned ıth the transformatıion OT the WOT|! In
accordance ıtn ts IScCernment Of Od's actiıon In the wWworld And
seventh, and ihe MmMOST controversial, SOTTIE believe hat practical heo-

G.D  C_ Dingemans, Practical eology: An Introduction Into Its UTC| Background
Summer, 1990)(xeroxed).
ıstaır ampbell, “IS practical eology Possible  n Scottish Journal Of eOIl0gy,



IHE IDEA IHE INTERNATIO ACADEMY

IOQYy muUStT SNOW NOW t IS the strategıic fulfıli the whnhole of theo-
IOQYy IC should NO'  s concerived practica| through and
hrough
IAhıs |ISt, Of COUTSE, IS SOTTIE degree Dersona construction
Dari S, In Darl, Ishn IIst OT hat [ > hope practica| eOl0gy De-
COMes Glearly, ManYy OT VOU WOUuld quarre!l Dotn Ith ItS descrIiptiv

and ts normatıve desirability. All DOINtTS Adre certal  y
not present n CVETY VI expression Dractic Yy throughout
the world Nonetheless, A large number of elemenis dre visıble
In the Wwritings OT MaNYy practical theologlians, and tihe act of eır DE -

marks sSignifica change In the WdY aCademııiıc practical tiNeoO-
IOQY IS DroceedINg in several Countries

The Family Aas Illustration Of Trends In Practical

IS CadSYy IIst eaiures IS MMOTEe challenging
Iu hat they astually [Meall for the practical theological enter-
prISE. Thıs IS hat will OÖ  s do K Z thıs not CONVINCE YOU hat
eıther description trends ÖT ITIY ideal VISION Are COorrecit nstead,
will USe hem tentative guides 1or illustrating challenges and
Dortuniıties for the further developme OT practic theo  y TIhe
theologıcal disciplin In OUT ıme have, for the MOST Darl, staked
utures havıng A decisive relevance for the Dro OT modern \Ite
Ihıs 0eSs NOT mean that they Ale longer interested In the DromISES
Of resurrected ııfe, Dut inhey claım well relevan In-
ner-worldly struggles Tacıng humans In days thıs earth Theo-
IOQY, especlally In ItS polıtical and lıberation Orms, nas CONvınced ıtself

ts relevance worldly challenges, Dut f has nol CONVvINCEd
the sSeCcCular World and certainiy NOl the secular academıc di  I  l
ndeed, ave difficuliy EeVeEelTl] CONVINCING the churcn iNeOology's
relevance worldly Many OT OUT Droposals for change
SEEeN Iıke eıther idealistıic demands for SOCIAal ustice hat dre

iImpossIble iImplement ÖT actual accommodations the transforma-
UNONS hat modernıly, nol the church, IS thrusting uDON Can A MOre
seIfcOoNSCIOUSIY practica| theology betier? OSsIbly, Dut ONIy T
understand the demands and opportunities nat trends
OopDeEN Deifore

W m A  W m A wanit develop HIS DYy USINg C  ry! worladwıde nSs-
formatiıons OT the famlıly Adse StUudYy transformatıions OfNS-
tıtute OTE Of the real struggles facıng the church In nearly all the GCGOUT-
trıes ouched DYy modernıity and Dostmodernıty. What do
trends lTMean when OCUSeEed the churc struggle ItNn C  a  l  9
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and perhaps declining, families? C Will confıne emarks primarıly
S n Western countriıes wnere Increasıng wealth has develop-
ed hand-ın-hand ıth Increasıng famıly iragmentation. OUQg DrobD-
ems Adre doubtless dıfferent n Darts Of the WOrlId, modernıity
preads, the experlience wealthıer countries MaYy be DrediC-
Ive Of trends throughout the world Irst, hat 0eSs f [Meal stlart
practical eOl0gy ıth description, In NIS dse the d  l  l OT famı-
Ies and the practices OT nstitution SU/ITrOUN em OUG
ManYy famılıes Aare Still gIvIng Hırth Dabies, ralsıng and
ICching the IIves Of Darenis, the last IWO decades have witnessed A
astl decline In Tamlıly well-being. Not only has ere een In-
Creases In raties O1 dIvorze n all advanced industrial socleties,
have een Daralle increases n Out-of-wediock (29% Of all
In the United States), the femimntIzation Of DOVEeTTY, the number OT DOOT
and unhealthy en, and the number Of athers absent from the
financlal and moral SUppoOTN @)| CNldren one-half the
ılaren In advanced industrial SOCIetles dare eIng raised porimarıly DYy

mothers, tlrequentliy Itn modest SUPPOTIS irom athers
arge numbers Of [Tell Adie IVING moOost of eır IIıves Outside OT the
CIalızıng effects amılıes, fact that INaYy correlate ıtNn increase
OT male violence In moOosStT industrial statess. Practical theology WOuld
need supplement thıs Surface description Of the ıth addlrtional
SOCIal SCIENCEe and theological explanations. But NOW Should thıs be
done? hat level Of analysıs sShould practical Yy proceed”?
Should T wWork al SOTTeEe macro-level OT SOTTIE [1I0OTe DSY-
chodynamıc evel ÖT Gan Yy ıtself nelp explaın the SITU-
atıon of families? uch Of Dolitical and IıberationY have DTO-
ceeded al tihe evel macro-analysıs. And indeed AIsS IS IS-

his level, the dynamıcs @)| industrial ÖT ratlona capıtalısm
aCcCouni 1or INManYy Of ese famlıly straıns Both Marxıist and
tional-choice eEeCONOMIC analyses revea| NOW rallona capıtalısm
enticed MEN OUl Of Tamlıly arms and Cralits into wage-earniıng DOSItIONS
In IlabDor and management‘*. alıona capıtalısm created Drofoun
spiit between Dublıc and private ııte, DUShING athers Into DUuDIIC work
outsiıde OT the nome and Into tnhe Drivate actıviıties mothering
and homemakıng. {Ihıs spil increased female eCONOMIC dependencCy

e  T enoved athers, varyıng degrees Irom responsIDIlity for

Nancy "Bringing Up rather, Tiıme, une 53-61 FOor particularly
Dowerfu f thıs DOINtT, SCEe James Ilson, "On Gender, The Publıc
Interest, No 112 Summer 1993), 8-1  C
Frederick Engels, TIhe Origin Of the Famlly. Private Property, and the State, (New
ork nternational Publications, Gary Becker realse the Famlıly
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the SOCIialization OT elr children, especlally eır SOoNS 1l created
greater Dpsychological and SOCIologicali Dbeiween childhood
and adul ııte, thereDy introducIng ynamıc Of estrangement and
anomıe Deiween yOoUu and normatıve SOCIal nstitutions In [10OTE
recent decades, mothers have joined athers n the Dald aDor Orce
Thıs IS generally S6eTCl1 lıberation for ISO Gall be Seen\,

abermas has suggested, A [1e€'  s f tihe colonization the
famlıly the forces rational capıtalısm. Ihıs MOVE has MaNYy COTNMN-
SEQUENCES, nOT the eas OT IC IS tihe act hat NO  s 070118 athers and
mothers Are significantiy enoved irom the rmnythms OT ıl Calre As
Wılliam 0O SaIld In nIS 1970 Revolıuti and Famıly Pat-

the forces Of technical rationality and rational capıtalısm Nnol only
have fragmented the cohesiveness Of the exiende: Tamlly, they have

Mear atal DIOWw the nuclear ÖT conjugal COTe OT already
weakened exiende famlily networks®>. Many actors cCOuld De
mentioned Com thıs macrolevel analysıs. FOr instance, emo-

Larry Bumpass and Ron Lesthaege have SNOWN NOW
IIg  f ndividualistic values have driıven tnhIsS entire process®.
INhıs IS ONe Te4AasSOlT] WNY famlıly decline has a  u  y increased during
MOoOre affluent Deriods, Such tnhe last quarter Of tihe I9th CenNturYy and,
in the United States, the and early when famlıly IncCome
from both Dublic and private SOUTCEeSsS TEW A ra rate FOr
SOTTIEe SECIOTS of OcCleiy, discerimınatiıo n and racıs m clearly have een
actiors CO  1  ull famıly decline, although actors do NOl
explain the-world-wide trends NOT tihe spread of the trends IntO the
middle and upper-mi  le classes Practical €eO10gy n all OT ts e -

DresSsSIONS irom homiletics Das Care- muUST ake aCcCouni tnıs
macro-level analysıs hat E —__  K __ have llustrate around the famlıly ISSUe But
IT T Decomes Dreoccuplied ItNn tnıs evel, practical Yy Will DEe-
GOTM! indistinguishable irom the lıberation and political e  Yy
have speclalized n SOCIological and ECONOMIC analyses. raC-
iıcal eOl0gy, In IS description OT situations, muSsStT ISO the
WaYy human DEeINgS actually experlience forces and struggie ıtn
them In the fullness OT subjectivity. FOr example, SNOuld NOT
Only analyze the macro-level tensiIons Detween the Dublic and private
aspecCIs Of famlly ıfe., MUSI es NOW tensions are
cretely experienced DY others, athers, and IVING In DOotN the

(Cambridge: Harvard University ress, 1991); Richard Posner, SCX and Heason
(Cambridge: Harvard University ress,
Wılliam 00de, orl! Revolutions and Famlıly Patterns (New or!  y
Larry Bumpass, What's Happening the Famlıly? Interactions Between EeMoO-
graphic and nstitutional Change,' Demography‚ Zg (November 483-49 /:
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tradıt! modern Tfamlıly Ads well In the MNe Dost-modern,
O0-INnCOMe Tamlly. urthermore, practicaly Should
NOW the inneren ambigutties of human experience sSsuch anxıety,
ullt, shame, and SIN DOtN precede and eraCc IN Dbroader
forces Of modern ıfe and OUT subjective experience Of hem

Ihe question OT the a  l evel OT analysıs of famılıes has
iImmediate implications fIor the SeEeCONd ren In practical OQY the
INOVEe beyond the clerical and ecclesia Daradıgms l
the public ministry of tihe churcn n the world ıthın ine COoNTiNES Of
the clerical and ecclesial Daradıgms, practical OY concentrated

the role minısters, priests, and MNY In Carıng for broken famıiıliıes
wiıthın congregations ÖT l Ihe larger Culilura and
soClal-systemic forces DrOduCING Tamlıly Straıns WelTe generally
neglieCied. Theological analysıs and DrescrIption, for example, WOU
ceniter nIs atner's alcoholism, nat mMO neurosIs, hIs SON'S
delinquency, OT, Derhaps, tNIsS Dartıcular Tamlıly system wiıthın ihe

Of er Cal SyStems. Ihe Tamlıly Systiem Darl OT the
Systems f modern and ost-modern ııte Was generally gnored

Clearly, for practicalY ul Dublic ministries, mMust have
avallable IT VarıoOus macro-level MOdes Of analysıs. But NCce agaın,
INg beyond the clerical and ecclesial Daradıgms ShOould NOl Mean
Torsakıng hem challenge practical theology In tihe future wirll De
tihe ask Dalancıng tSs Dublic and esslesial/clerical Daradıgms and
integrat! ts and microlevel analyses Of situations
Ihıs DrMINGS tihe widespread eature Of tihe nNe'  s practica]l
tNeOlogy, ts emergıng interdisciplinary CNaracier practical OOY
IS ake the analysıs Of IUl SerIOUuSIy and yel INg
Dowertul normatıve witness hem, T MUST be interdisciplinary. T, for
example, OTIe IS DOotn Micro and macro-level analyses OT the
modern famlly, the SOCIal SCIENCES especlally SOCIOIOQy, DSYCHOIOGy,
eCONOMICS, and anthropology clearly have role Orchestrating

discIpiı Ith OTle another and establishing relatıon
{  l  l  | d  l  l IS another major task Of C  Ty practica|l
eOl0gy. ulldıng ihe WO OT Gadamer, HKICOEUT, and
Bellah, SOTMeEe have ihe CONCepI OT "descriptive heo-
OOY WaY OT Doth USING yel subordinating tihe SOCIa|l SCIENCES
theology 1or the DUTDOSE describing Situations.

Ron Lesthaeghe, "A Century f Demographic and ultural| Change In Western
Europe, Population and Development KHeview )(September 1983), 41 1-435
Don FroOWNING, Fundamental Practical e0Ol0gy (Minneapolis: Fortress ess,
1991 717-93
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OUu the famlıly ISSUEe OTNers ıllustration of the need IOr
uniıty In practical eOlogy. Imagıne ryıng mellıorate the Tamlıly ISSUEe
f the chur:‘ minıstry WerTe educed pastora counseling n eıther
16 Darısh ÖT speclalized ven I1 the famlily counselor
IS OT NOW market and bureaucratic forces Of rational capıtalısm

famıly formatıon, ihe counseling oituation tself IS d DOOT vantage
DOI irom IC exercIse leverage Jarger systemic [e-
alıtıes Yel, the MOTe interventions O1 the counselor OT MINIS-
ier ATe Ccruclal IS un  inkable hat Will EeVeT Ind the SOCIal
and ECONOMIC Ssysiem totally devoıd Of tension-producIng DrESSUTES
famılıes and INndIvICQUals allı capıtalısm has ts oroblem for amlı-
lles Dut 0es bureaucratic soclalısm. Our ask MaYy NOl De
Ofle ECONOMIC sysiem for another, Dut MNn constructive critiQques
and changes the eECONOMIC SYSiemSs Darticular SOCIELY N ryın OUut
al given momen(t In nIStOTY. Furthermore, IS T imaginable that the
church Can\n address the disintegration OT famılıes WIithout {indıng role
1or reilgious educatıon and Dreaching supplement Its Da GCare
and SOCIal action? FOr instance, hat IS the meanıng the gospe! 10r
gender ustice In famılıes and the wıder soclety and NOW Gan thıs be
proclaımed from the Dulpit”? OoNe the Ccrucılal trends n modern fa-
mily ıfe IS the growIng absence OT athers, NOW Can IS addressed
n the chu SOcClalization and inıtıation DOYS and men
And hat shared methodologies and integratiın models make It DOS-
ID for tihe ISC practical theological disciplines relate frultfully

OTle another thıs and cruclal issues”?
What 0eSs f mMean for practical eOlogy e sScientific and critical,
ihe in characteristic mentioned abDOve HOwW Gafl the famlıly ISSUEe
IU his eature @)| the emergın trends n practical theology” NO
fTea OT cContemporary Cultura contlıct IS MMOTEe fraught ıth IdeOlogy
and sentimentalıty than tihe Tamlıly debate In the United States.
have hat ames Davıson Hunter has called - Cultura War Ver
"Tamlıly values Gonservative religious and polıtical VOICeS assoclate
famlıly values Iıtn the stable modern OT industrial famlly, 1.e., the
breadwinning father and the and chıl rearıng mother®. They
attempi ustily the industriıal Tamlıly DYy references the Haustatfeiln
COdes the Pseudo-Pauliıne etters and the aslLiDeral
rellgious and political Dartiıes Adr®e nol exXxempt ifrom IdeOlogy well
Ihey straın minımıze the CONSEQUENCGES famlıly change ÖT legı!-
iiımate the decline Of the eyxiende and cConjugal Tamlıly ıTn reference

the ostensIibiy antı-fTamily Of Mark and Matthew®. Both

James Dobson and Gary auer, ılaren at ısk (Waco Word Publishing, 1990).
See ark 13:12-13:; Matthew 10:34-39
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SICdes ENGAGE n |  matory OTrIC and uUse Doth and the
SOCIal SCIENCES for elr ndeed, l IS difficult Ind the In-
disputable his In eıther scripture ÖT the uman SCIeEeN-
Ces In fast, Vel] the requıres C  INg chal-
ljenging ISSUeS In the philosophy the SOCIa|l SCIENCES and the erme-
neutics TIhe practica|l Yy Of the future Must have the p -
tience Coniron INICU ISSUEeS Only DY ING AIS Will
make In surmounting the Dpolarızıng rhetorics @)| Doth
and left Ihıs IS nat IS DY practical theology INg Doth SCIEeN-
INC and CNIUCa g nsofar l IS academic discipline, nat
practical OQY sShould advance easons subject Dublic rTevVIEeW for
the DOSILIONS that It advances
Sixth, practical theology SNOould Dbe interested In the yNamıics and
rhetorics @)| transformation Practical INeOIl0gy, even academıc
discipline, elleves hat all eIfcacIous transformations COMe firom God
But T IsSo believes hat Christians, James Fowler has u
Doth wWwitness and Darticıpate n 0d's transformative activity!9.
ITheological ethics tries artıculate the Criterıa DYy dIiscover
the actıon Of God Practical eOlo0gy ShOould have, have en
argued, STIrONGg ethical Omenl, Dut IT MuUST Deyond theological
ethics n Iso StudyIng the Condlitions and rhetorics transformatıion
Few theological ethicists UdY AIS er u  l Ihıs IS hat dIS-
tiinguishes Dractica| eOlogy irom ethics Such Iransformative
actıon the Tamlıly ISSUEe IS cComplexX, and the e{i0orıc OT the Tamlıly
debate IS Ver [MOTeEe complex. Indıviduals, amlılıes, WO Dlaces, g -
vernmeniSs, SOCIa| SEIVICE agencles, Culilura values, MaYy all need
transformatıion T Tamıly declne IS reverse KNOW the rg
and ihe gO0Od In practical matters, hnowever, 0oes NOl 1ecan Gafrl
easıly translate thıs mora KNnowledge Into IV actıons hat wWill Im-
Dlement the Ng and the g0O0d Ihe e  s practical eOlogy sShould
Adssumnme responsIbility for tihe critical artiıculation Of both the
guIiding transformatıion and the DTrOCGESSES that actualıze ransioOr-
matıon Ihıs, 55 amr Delieve, IS IT1IOVE In tihe rg direction
Finally, f practical theology IS contribute anYy ncreie ISSUE,
Including tihe Tamlıly ISSUE, mMuUsStT understand itself relating tihe
er theological speclalizations. To address the famıly ISSUE, must
do researc the Hebrew, ree oman, and early Christian
OFIgINSs Of Western famılıes IAıs requires the closest l  e Contlacti
Ith nıstorıcal and IDIICa INquIry But dIiScCover OrIgINs IS NOl ihe
Same 15 determining tihe Worth, value, and relevance OT OrNgInNsS.

James Fowler, "Practical Theology and the Shapıng f Christian Lives, raCclca|
eology, ed DYy Don rowniIng, (New ork Harper ROwW, 1983 148-166
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must ODEN the DOSSIDINLY hat early Christianity nad A NEJQA-
lıve CONSEQUETNICE for amıhles In Western socleties, IMaNYy Of OUT
Jewıisn rends tend In 10N, must Willing acknow-
edge that much Of hat en all Christian pertalniıng famıilıes
IMaYy really e Greco-Roman 1hıs MaYy gOo0od ÖT bad depending
addıtional normatıve arguments that Are Droughnit into Dlay Strategic
oractica|lywill have IMOTE comfortable relatıon Iıtn the
theologica| discIiplines 1 they are reconcelved primarıly practical
themselves, Gadamer's OT hermeneutics suggests!!. Our
ask IS determine the relation and a  l responsIbilıties OT the
Varıous theological dı  1  9 all IC partiıcıpate In practical
IOgICS SOTTIE exient
Ihe crealtlion OT tihe nternational Academy of PracticalY IS NnOT
only S moment 10r the Il practical disciIplines, f IS _
hıghly SI  M OCCAasıon for all OT academıc eo  Y well tihe
wıder church Our responsIbilıties and DossIbilities Are mMmOMeNTOUS
IS Ith keen excıtement and anticıpation that —— I00K forward

OUT COoNversatıons ese COMING days

I Hans-Georg Gadamer, ru and Method (New York:Crossroad, 1982


