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5 Religious Fducation In Public Schools In
England for OSe aged under ears

TIhe TOollowiIng generaliısations De made changes In
the Drovision reilgious educatıon In DUuDlIC, 1.e 'Statemaintained'
Schools n Britain wiıthin ihe last ien The word {9]  IC’ IS used In
hıs reier 'Statemaintained' ere dre also SChHools In RBri-
aın dre privately [UT and Darenits DaY fees the SCNOO| Ver
and aDOVve Dayment OT ihe central government. {hıs p -
DET 0eSs nol dISCUSS the arrangements In ese schools.
Before the Current changes WETE introduces, ihe Tollowing generalisa-
10NS COoul have een made
a) ere Was d [NecAasure of independence and autonomy': gıven

OCa government geographical In ]  ] the Curriculum
and undıng of the DUuDIIC SCHOO| educational SySsiem, Ith each
SCNOOI'S controlling cCommıItee Navıng only Iimited independence OT
the 0Ca government

D) The Act OT Parlıament In 1944 ul 'collective' daily worship
and Iso reillgious INSIruCcClion In schools, T Was assumed
WOU De Christian In character However, Aıs Was n SOMe

carrıed Outl ess and less effectively. Religious educatıion
had developed In Skı number OT dırections, including d Drovision for
reilgiOous tudies rather han Christian INg whereby rellgiOus
tudies COTlcern lo0k wor| wıith In-
creasıngly lessI teaching conitient of exclusively
Christian Delıefl and' ven though ihe Church England

number @)| colleges raın eacners for ihe
sSchools, MaNYy Of the eacners n schoolsul give reilgious
Instructions WerlTe NOl themselves practising Christians Was
Iso y Drovide essons outlinıng Dersona ÖT SOCIal
ethical ISSUES, such ds the values hat underpin the quality
Oof Ite

C) Ihe Church Of England and the oman atnolıc Church GCON-
tinued have role In the management and funding Of d DOT-
I10N OT Dublıc Schools, and SOTMe exient the Christian Delıef Was
presented In sSchools wıth the actıve particıpation
the 0Cal D  {  /  rgYy Schools WerTe, In Darticular Darts @)|
the COUNITY, ISO attended DYy acherents er falths, especlally
the sliamıic, DeCcause SChHhOools viIdes aWwareness and
respecCt 10r reilgIiO0uUS Delıefs andl
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Over tihe last decade, and wıtn increasiıng central gOoVerTN-
ment has initiated Q SEeries Of far-reachın changes In the DrovISION
nubliıc educatıon n the sSchools culminatıng In the Fducatiıon Reform
Act of 1988

a) TIhe independence ÖT au the 0CcCal government Ca has
een diminished, Dlacıng greater reedom and financılal responsiI-
bility/hhabiılity the commıttee (Boarı of Governors) hat gOVeErNS
each 'State-maintained' school Ihıs has produce: greater
measure Of local CONTtro

D) HOowever, the governmanıt has imposed natıona COTE Curriculum
all 'State-maintained’ Schools must follow In consistent

annetT. Ihıs has introduced d NewW central control Dublic edu-
catıon before experienced In British socleily. Ihe COTe the
Curriculum for educatıon In schools IS estaDills througn foun-
dation SUD]  , are supplemented DYy required' UuD|
and 'optional UuD) FOr tihe foundation sub]| IS o

national Curriculum for each In educatıon and sysiem for
esting STIU aCCcording d sian national format se1
aQgeES In all Dublıc schools Xxam foundation Ssub]| Aare

EnglıshyMathemaltı Sciences, and languages.
C) Rellgious education nas, followıng much discussIion, een inclu-

ded In the COTe OT the national Curriculum requı ubject,
rather han optiona ubject Ihe arrangements are nhat the
Act Of Parlıament Of 1988 has estaDill national erterıa for [6-

IIgI0UuS education IC must De ollow n all 'State-maintained'
schools

are broadliy @)| 'State-maintained' schools The
"voluntary  “ State-aided schools aAare Church

of England, oman OT Jewısh Schools In chools,
the Ccurriculum IS decided DYy the sSchool In the Ig OT s
eeds' nclucde reilgiOous commtemMEeNtTS in the SECONd kind
'State-maintained' Schools, the SchooO| must galn a  V for ts
Ccurriculum for religiOus education irom 0Cal COoMMMeEE

0ocal an AdvISOTY Gouncil Religious
Fducation
Ihe MNMEeW criteria are hat EVETY agreed syllabus nhas "reil the
act that the reiigious tradıtions n re Britarm dre In the maın
Christi  „ Dut it also requires ach SYy  u "take aCcCOULUNi Of
the eacChl and Dr  l Of the principal rellgions O-
sented In reBr Ihe overall stated CONGCGETT IS hat
curriculum "promMO the spirıtual, morTal, Cultural, mental and
physica devel Of DUupIls the sScChoo| and Of soclety”.
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IS CONMNCcerN expressed DY the Church hat the Christian dI-
mensiıon should inform and the wWwNole \ıfe and Outlook Of A
School Ihıs sShould allow for critical eNQquIry and qu DY
the In nNıIs regard, the Act has SECONd Criterion hat re6-
IIgI10US educatıion In all schools muUust ‚ prepare sSuch pupiıls for the
O  untities, responsibilities and experiences adul!l ıfe” Ihe
NMEeW arrangemenis not ask each SCHOO| nstruct DUupIls
n Christianity AS T t IS assumed hat his sShould the p -
DIP OWT though ihe arrangemenits AaSSuUuMe hat aNyOTIE
Iving In British socleity needs A Knowledge OT Christı and ts
SOCIal and cultural implications n order understand hat OCcIleiy
Further information Carl be from Ihe alıona Society,
Church HOUS, rea mI Streeit, | onndon SWIP! 3NZ, who
publısh TIhNhe Curriculum: Christian VIeW, 15 well dS Helgious
Faucation and Schoo! Worship, all booklets Driced
3 .65 nclude all


