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Towards a Reconstruction of Enlightenment
Values in a Changing World (Part II)

== Kamal Abdellatif *

Abstract:

Those who declare the failure of the enlightenment project in Arab
societies forget that the efforts of thinkers in the era of the Arab Awakening
“Nahda”, who worked to instill the values of reason, criticism, freedom
and progress in our culture, were not only theoretical but more like a
process of confrontation, a confrontation within the limits of thinking
and language, and a confrontation with a history of tyranny A history
of fundamentalist thought. They may also have forgotten that the new
theoretical trends that are linked to what we call self-aware rationality,
historical rationality and critical rationality are in depth the outcome
of the various efforts undertaken by the first and second generation of
thinkers during the Arab Awakening in their reading of history and
tradition, since the middle and end of the nineteenth century when the
productive interaction with the spirit of modernity began. Arab societies,
while continuing their aspiration to build a modern society, need the
principles and premises of contemporary thought, and at the heart of
these principles are the gains of the Enlightenment philosophy that is
capable of rebuilding society, thought and history again.

Enlightenment; Arab Renaissance; Acculturation; Changing World

* Professor of Political Philosophy at Mohammed V University in Rabat.
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The enlightenment and its 1limits in Islamic
reform thought: A critical reading of Mohamed
Haddad's Project

== YOuness E1l Ahmadi*

Abstract

This paper aims to provide an intellectual contribution that sheds light on
the problems of the concept of enlightenment and its narratives in Islam
during the modern era, through a critical window represented in the
works and approaches of the Tunisian thinker Mohamed Haddad. For
more than two decades, Haddad published several studies on issues of
enlightenment and religious reform in the Renaissance era, according to
a critical and analytical methodology that combined historical criticism
with the philological investigation of important Arab Renaissance texts
and philosophical interpretation of the problem of religious reform in
the Islamic experience from the angle of an epistemological approach
that does not present the “Nahda” as an event above history, to move
towards studying the structure of reformist thought and questioning
its epistemological validity by analyzing the mechanisms of discourse
production and its functioning within the reformist texts and examining

its functions and limits.

Keywords: Enlightenment; Reform; Renaissance; Mohamed Haddad;
Muhammad Abduh

* Professor of Philosophy at Chouaib Doukkali University in El Jadida, Morocco.
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Abdelmajid Charfi and Religious Reform

== Youssef ben Addi*

Abstract

This paper deals with the foundations of religious Reform “tajdid” in
Abdelmajid Charfi’s works. He considers that the reform cannot be
achieved unless it is conditioned by the historical criticism of the Arab-
Islamic tradition and its sciences. This criticism is the methodological and
epistemological tool capable of revealing the distinction between what
is sacred and what is human, or in other words, the separation between
historical Islam and the message. Therefore, achieving renaissance or
the path to “religious modernity” requires understanding the limits of
traditional readings of the religious text and changing the status of doctrine
and religion in the horizon of contemporary Muslim needs. With this, it is
possible to modernise Islamic thought and liberate Islam from traditional
hermeneutic mediators so that it can achieve its original function as a

religion in the age of modernity.

Keywoxds: Interpretation; Religious Reform; Abdelmajid Charfi; Figh; Law

* Professor of Philosophy at Mohammed V University in Rabat, Morocco.
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Freedom and Pluralism in Islam:
A Cultural Interpretation

== Assem Hefny*

Abstract

Freedom is a prerequisite for pluralism, and pluralism is an inevitable
consequence of freedom, and a pluralistic society of ideas and beliefs
is inconceivable without freedom. Although the term pluralism has
no historical root in the Islamic vocabulary, its content is similar to
the Quranic term “ikhtilaf”, which is a divine law according to Islamic
belief. Recognizing the value of freedom depends on the methodology
of examining the texts of Islam, whether the Qur’an or the Sunna. The
paper aims to address the relation between freedom and pluralism as
seen by Muslim thinkers and related concepts such as “taklif”, “qadar”
Predestination, “Ijma‘“” consensus and “al-amr bilma ‘rif” enjoining good,
with a focus on the cultural dimension behind these concepts, and its
impact on formulating the concepts of freedom and pluralism. The paper
also distinguishes between Islam based on the Qur’an and the Sunna,
which I will refer to as “the Islam of theory”, and the historical experience
of Muslims and what it has produced in terms of jurisprudence, which I
will refer to as “the Islam of practice”.

Keywords: Freedom; Pluralism; Culture; Doctrine

* Researcher at Centre for Islamic Theology at Miinster University, Germany.
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Islamism and Jahiliyyah:
On chaotic terminology and violence structures

== Rita Faraj*

Abstract

With the increasing literature researching Islamist movements, there
has been a great confusion of nomenclature. Terms such as Islamic
movements, fundamentalism, political Islam, Salafism (Dawah: scientific
and Jihadism) and Sahwa (Awakening) movement, are tossed around
and lumped together all too often. This essay aims, firstly, to address this
confusion and try to untangle it. Secondly, the paper also presents the
textual structures and layers of violence according to the interpretations
of Islamist movements, through approaching “Jahiliyyah”, a term that is
mostly used in the literature of Sayyid Qutb, whose ideas, tremendously,

influenced contemporary Islamist movement.

Keywords: Islamism; Jahiliyyah; Violence; Political Islam; Sayyid Qutb

* Lebanese lecturer and researcher in sociology and womens studies.
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From gift to Waqf oxr the phenomenon of property
exchange: The dialectic of religion and politics

in the Islamic endowment in the middle ages

== El Hassane Laghraib”

Abstract

The connection of the Islamic endowment “waqf” with Islamic law “figh”
has prevented historical studies from addressing the issue away from legal
rulings, which made returning to the history of the waqf not easy, except
for what we have reached with the narration framed by the religious text.
On this basis, this study aims to approach the waqf from a historical
perspective, by attempting to construct a new perception concerning
the implications of property transfer in Islamic civilization during the
medieval period, in terms of the reproduction of social relations and its
impact on the nature of the economic cycle. The study also attempts to
address the relationship of religion/ figh with politics/authority in the
process of property transfer, as the institution of waqf became, during
the period under study, a jurisprudential strategy used by landowners

and notables to preserve their property from confiscation by the rulers.

Keywords: Wagqf; Islamic law; Authority;Property exchange

* University professor and researcher in medieval history, the regional center for pedagogy and education
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The problem of sources on the life of
the Prophet Muhmmad

Harald Motzki®
== Yassine Yahyaoui**

Abstract

This text is the first chapter of Harald Motzki’s book: Reconstruction of
a Source of Ibn Ishaq'’s Life of the Prophet and Early Qur 'an Exegesis: A
Study of Early Ibn ‘Abbas Traditions. The importance of this text rests in the
fact that Motzki evaluated the results of research on early Islam, proposing
an alternative approach to studying the primary texts and sources of this
period. Motzki examines the possibility of writing the biography of the
Prophet on the basis of the primary sources available to us, through two
main points: The first is to present a results of the studies that have dealt
with the biography of the Prophet since the nineteenth century; while in
the second he proposes his own methodology as an alternative that solves
the problem of primary sources on the one hand, and the problem of the
new approaches, especially the approach of John Wansbrough and Joseph
Schacht, on the other. However, Motzki did not present his methodology
as an epistemic rupture with the historical approach, but asserted that what
he produced was an accumulation of knowledge that would not have been
possible to achieve without the efforts of all the previous studies, including
Joseph Schacht’s theory, which Motzki developed to be compatible not
only with the study of jurisprudential sources, but also with the study of

various traditions, including the traditions of the Prophet>s biography.

Keywoxds: Sira; Harald Motzki; Early Islam; Ibn Ishaq

* Harald Motzki (d. 2019) was Professor Emeritus of Islamic Studies, worked in Germany and
The Netherlands
** Researcher at Centre for Islamic Theology at Miinster University, Germany.
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