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The Quxr’anic Revelation as God’s
Woxrd in Human Discouxrse

An Anthropological Approach

== Mouhanad Khorchide*

Abstract:

This paper deals with the concept of revelation in the Islamic context as the word
of God in a human discourse, in an attempt to redefine revelation by adopting the
concept of freedom and mercy. Thus, it seeks to overcome a dual epistemological
dilemma that resulted from the Islamic tradition approach and the philological
historical approach. Therefore, the paper deal with the following issues: What is
the reasonability of talking about the divine manifestation regardless of the con-
texts in which it occurs? Is revelation a cognitive necessity or just a reminder of
rational knowledge? And how is the divine manifestation carried out according to
the Islamic vision? The first question relates to an epistemological issue that deals
with the conditions for the possibility of realizing religious knowledge based on
revelation; as for the second question, it fundamentally deals with the relationship
between religion and reason, relying on the concepts of freedom and mercy as
essential pillars in the redefinition of revelation; while I seek in the last question
to present a new approach that enables the redefinition of revelation as a divine
manifestation, and to relate this attempt to our present time by using a hermeneu-
tic approach to the Quran.

Keywords: Revelation; Divine manifestation; Mercy; Historical-theological

approach;Hermeneutics

* Head of the Center for Islamic Theology and Professor of Qur’anic studies at the University of Miinster.
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From the maxim of Know thyself at all times
On the question of religious self-criticism in Islam

Ahmad Milad Karimix

== Translated by: Ali Hamdan**

Abstract:

Although the cultural and spiritual meaning of the religion of Islam is in deep
crisis, it is not possible to talk, according to the author, about the rigidity
of the Islamic spirit. The internal capabilities of Islam, represented in the
close connection with the reason and the motivation for rational religious
criticism of the self, can only be understood in the context of the culture
of enlightenment, bearing in mind that the discussion here is not about a
specific enlightenment or an enlightenment era with a Christian character,
but rather about the culture of enlightenment. Revelation is defined in the
Qur’an as a logical, moral, and even aesthetic criterion al-furgan. Here, Islam
is understood as the path of happiness, which leads human to enlightenment
related to himself, the meaning of his existence and his destiny. However, the
contents of revelation are not always clear; rather, revelation as the Criterion
makes the believers the only ones who draw the features of religion through their
interpretations, based mainly on the principle of rational evaluation to ensure its
reasonableness and permanence of criticism. The meaning of faith in Islam is
the internal treatment of religion itself, which happens in a third place, in which
religious understanding is defined as a constant pursuit of knowledge and an
inability to grasp the absolute truth [Ali Hamdan].

Keywoxds: The religion of revelation; Criterion; Enlightenment;
Rationality; Third place

«  Professor of Islamic Philosophy at the University of Miinster, Germany.
=+ PhD researcher at the University of Miinster, Germany.
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Ahmad M. Karimi, “Versuch einer #sthetischen Hermeneutik des Koran”, in: Mouhanad Khorchide
& Klaus von Stosch (eds.), Herausforderung an die islamische Theologie in Europa (Freiburg i.Br:
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Engels, Gesamtausgabe, (Berlin, [DDR]: Deitz, 1978), vol. 1, p. 378.
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1938), p. 355.
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Bernhard Uhde, “Islamischer Glaube versus christliche Kultur. Zur Kritik an der These vom
Aufkldrungsbedarf des Islam”, in: Thomas Bohm et al. (eds.), Glaube und Kultur: Begegnung zweier
Welten?, (Freiburg i. Br.: Herder, 2009), p. 141-155.
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The Question of self and £xeedom

between the Arab-Islamic and Western traditions
The problematic of enlightenment in its striving

== Morad Diani*

Abstract:

The aim of this research is to examine one of the main aspects of the question of
enlightenment in the Arab-Islamic context, which is the question of subjectivity,
in a way that is related to the question of freedom. I try to provide a consistent
understanding of the reasons for the absence of the individual self in Arab-Is-
lamic contexts, based on two hypotheses: The first concerns the continuum link
between the absence of enlightenment, the absence of freedom and the absence
of individual subjectivity in Arab-Islamic contexts; in the second hypothesis, I
emphasize that the absence of individual subjectivity in the Arab-Islamic heritage
-at a normative level-, is not caused by the presence of the transcendent, but rather
by the strong presence of the collectivism and the (Community Paradigm). Thus,
my thesis in this research is that the individual self in the Arab-Islamic context has
been forcibly absent due to the rule of (predominance and tyranny). For that, the
question of enlightenment remains deferred.

Keywords = Self; Freedom; Enlightenment; Arab-Islamic tradition; Western tradition

* Researcher at the Arab Center for Research and Policy Studies, Doha.
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Towards a Reconstruction of Enlightenment
Values in a Changing Woxld (Part I)

== Kamal Abdellatif*

*

Abstract:

In this study, I consider that the Age of Enlightenment values are subjected to
profound tests today in the context of its local and global history, due to the
general nature of its principles and to the similarity of human spiritual and
civilized experiences, in many of their manifestation. That is why I emphasize
in this study that the demand for enlightenment today is universal, not the
enlightenment of the eighteenth century, but rather enlightenment as it
developed in history, with the need to distinguish between the nature of the
demand in Arab societies and in Western societies. In my view of the European
Enlightenment Experience, I do not stop at closed conceptions, rather, I
accept a set of general historical theoretical principles, which I consider as the
organizing spirit of its philosophical choices. I read the theoretical contribution
of the Enlightenment in the context of modern philosophy and from an angle
in which knowledge and political revolutions are assimilated, as they have
achieved and are being realized in modern and contemporary history, whether
in Europe or in other regions of the world. It must be pointed out here, that
in this study I am concerned with the subject of the Enlightenment not as a
moment in history; my approach is to consider the Enlightenment as a critical
theoretical activity that is still being established.

Keywoxds: Enlightenment; Arab Renaissance; Acculturation; Changing World

Professor of Political Philosophy at Mohammed V University in Rabat.
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Narrative with enlightening tendencies
in contemporary Islamic reform discourse:
Origin, development and relapse

== Souhail Hbaieb*

Abstract:

This paper aims to clarify how a part of Muslim reformers’s discourse in the
Arab world, between the end of the nineteenth century and the first half of
the twentieth century, contained a new grand narrative through which some
reformers, led by Muhammad Abdo, tried to establish an Islamic identity
Influenced by the European Enlightenment as it was known in the seventeenth
and eighteenth centuries. This narrative arose in specific historical conditions
marked by the infiltration of secular discourse into contemporary Arab thought.
However, the changes in the Arab context during the twentieth century did
not allow this narrative to develop and be enshrined in Arab culture. On the
contrary, there was a clear setback with the dominance of the narratives of
political Islam)s discourse.

Keywords: Grand Narrative; Enlightenment; Islamic Reform; Muhammad Abduh

* Researcher at the Center for Islamic Studies of Kairouan, Ezzitouna University, Tunisia.
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Philosophy as a ‘resistance identity’”
Dialogue on modexnist philosophical
difference with Taha Abdul Rahman

== Najib George Awad*

Abstract:

This study aims to examine the philosopher Taha Abdurrahman’s thesis on
the formation of a contemporary Arab modernist philosophy that declares
the explicit epistemological right to model an Arab-philosophical identity in
contrast with and differentiation from European philosophy. I will first present
a systematic and descriptive presentation of Taha Abdurrahman's thesis in his
book al-Haq al-arabi fi al-ikhtilaf al-falsafi (The Arab Right to Philosophical
Difference). Then I will present a critical and dialogical deconstruction of his
thesis through a dialogue between it and epistemological propositions related
to the same orientation and epistemological concerns that I find in Fathi al-
Miskini’s philosophical approaches to identity and the self in his book al-
huwiyah wa-al-huriyah: nahwa anwar jadida (Identity and Freedom: Towards
a new enlightenment), as well as Aziz al-Azmeh’s historical approaches related
to the study of Islamic thought as a historical phenomenon, especially in his last

book The Emergence of Islam in Late Antiquity.

Keywords: Taha Abdurrahman; Identity; Enlightenment; philosophical difference

* Professor of Christian Theology & Eastern Christian Thought at Hartford Seminary, Connecticut.
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Georges Tarabichi:
A contemporary reading of rationality and
enlightenment in Islamic civilization

== Wasim Salman*

Abstract:

This study of rationality and enlightenment in Islamic thought is based on
the writings of the Syrian thinker George Tarabishi (1939-2016) and his de-
fense of freedom of thought, philosophy and creativity. Tarabishi devoted
a quarter of a century of his life to arguing with the writer of Critique of
Arab Reason Mohammed Abed al-Jabri, who confirmed the contradiction
of Arab-Islamic thought with philosophy. This paper aims to underline the
unity of the Arab-Islamic Reason, through tarabishi)s response to al-Jabri)s
theory, and to emphasize the rational structure of oriental philosophy and
its Aristotelian reference.

Keywoxrds: Georges Tarabichi; Mohammed Abed al-Jabri; Islamic philosophy;

rationality

* Professor at Pontifical Institute of Arab and Islamic Studies, Rome.
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From the Secular or Religious (State) to the Civil (State)
(Mis)Understanding of Thick Normative Concepts in
the Arab and Islamicate world(s)

== Housamedden Darwish*

Abstract:

This paper aims to address some theoretical and methodological problematics, as well
as actual and potential forms of misunderstanding related to the concept of secularity/
secularism, as a “thick normative concept,” in the Arab and Islamicate world(s). To
this end, the paper considers early normative formulation of the concept of secularism
which can be traced back to the writings of al-Bustani and al-Afghani. Furthermore, it
critically examines the concept of secularity/secularism in modern and contemporary
debate by al-Jabri, Tarabishi, al-‘Azmeh, el-Messiri and al-‘Azmeh. Within the context
of the ideological debate on the concept of secularity/secularism, different forms of
misunderstanding are highlighted, and the ideological confrontation or antagonism,
between the secular and the religious is thus highlighted. In addition, some scholars
have reservations about raising the concept of secularity/secularism to the level of a
slogan, because they consider it a political ideology that can be fascist or authoritarian.
In explaining these reservations, the relationship between secularity and democracy
is also discussed. Moreover, deconstruction is seen as a necessity in order to overcome
negative dialectics — the “secular/religious” dichotomy in general, and the “secular state/
religious state” dichotomy in particular. In conclusion, the concept of the “civil state,” as
a potential deconstructing concept of the mentioned dichotomies, is proposed. It is of
importance to extract the general discussions taking place in contemporary Arab thought
from the framework of pure normative ideological partitions. Leaving these partisanships
behind, partially or relatively, does not mean denying the existence of an ideological
dimension and/or basis for the discussions concerned. Instead, it should reveal ideological
dimensions or foundations, control them, and search for epistemological justification. In
turn this should allow for better self-understanding, and thus pave the way for mutual
understanding with those who disagree with it epistemologically and ideologically. Based
on this understanding, discussion with others, and thus agreement or disagreement with
them, can be meaningful, at least at the epistemological level.

Keywords: Thick Normative Concepts; Secular State; Religious State; Civil State; Misunderstanding

* Researcher at Humanities Centre for Advanced Studies, Leipzig University, Germany
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The study of the sacred as a humanistic horizon
On the Mircea Eliade’s approach in the History
of Religions

== Yassine Yahyaoui*

Abstract:

The aim of this research is to highlight the importance of the academic
study of the sacred in the field of the history of religions, and its impact on
opening a new humanistic horizon that allows to overcome the dilemma of
religious violence. In this paper, I based on what the historian of religions
Mircea Eliade presented in his study of the religious phenomenon, whether
in the dialectic of the sacred and the profane, or in his attempt to answer
the contemporary human crisis; especially since the quest for a new
humanism is considered as the cornerstone that brings coherence to all of
Eliade’s work. The problematic question of the paper can then be defined
as follows: How can Eliade’s approach to the study of religions open the
horizon for a new humanism?

Keywoxds: Mircea Eliade; Sacred; Profane; New Humanism; History of
Religions

* Researcher at Centre for Islamic Theology at Miinster University, Germany.
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Foucault and the Study of Religion

Jeremy Carrette*
== Yassine Yahyaoui**

Abstract:

This article is a chapter of the book entitled Religion, Theory, Critique:
Classic and Contemporary Approaches and Methodologies edited by
Richard King. The book, published in 2017, is considered an essential
guide for all scholars of religious studies, as its chapters interact with
new theories in the social sciences, especially in the field of cultural and
post-colonial studies, emphasizing the dynamic relationship between
religions as a subject of study and the approaches applied. It is within this
context that Jeremy Carrette’s chapter, entitled “Foucault and the Study of
Religion”, can be placed. As it presents the impact of Michel Foucault’s
work on the development of the field of religious studies, whether it is
related to his philosophical approach -post-structuralism-, or his use of
a historical method based in large part on the tradition established by the
Annales school. It was not easy to localize Foucault’s approach in the field
of religious and theological studies, as it is “Thinking the Unthinkable”,
which leads to the lifting of the veil of innocence from religious traditions
to reveal the various power relations within their disciplinary and punitive
systems. By examining Foucault’s recent writings, Carrette’s work has
allowed us to look at the subject of his study from a new perspective,
not only from the perspective of the historical development of Foucault’s
thought and the changes that occurred in his analytical tools, but also how
Foucault responded to the problems arising from his previous writings and
dealing with the current problem of his time.

Keywoxds: Religious studies; Michel Foucault; Power; Cultural Studies;

Postcolonialism
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