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From the maxim of Know thyself at all times
On the question of religious self-criticism in Islam

Ahmad Milad Karimix

== Translated by: Ali Hamdan**

Abstract:

Although the cultural and spiritual meaning of the religion of Islam is in deep
crisis, it is not possible to talk, according to the author, about the rigidity
of the Islamic spirit. The internal capabilities of Islam, represented in the
close connection with the reason and the motivation for rational religious
criticism of the self, can only be understood in the context of the culture
of enlightenment, bearing in mind that the discussion here is not about a
specific enlightenment or an enlightenment era with a Christian character,
but rather about the culture of enlightenment. Revelation is defined in the
Qur’an as a logical, moral, and even aesthetic criterion al-furgan. Here, Islam
is understood as the path of happiness, which leads human to enlightenment
related to himself, the meaning of his existence and his destiny. However, the
contents of revelation are not always clear; rather, revelation as the Criterion
makes the believers the only ones who draw the features of religion through their
interpretations, based mainly on the principle of rational evaluation to ensure its
reasonableness and permanence of criticism. The meaning of faith in Islam is
the internal treatment of religion itself, which happens in a third place, in which
religious understanding is defined as a constant pursuit of knowledge and an
inability to grasp the absolute truth [Ali Hamdan].

Keywoxds: The religion of revelation; Criterion; Enlightenment;
Rationality; Third place

«  Professor of Islamic Philosophy at the University of Miinster, Germany.
«+ PhD researcher at the University of Miinster, Germany.
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Der Koniglich PreuBlischen Akademie fiir Wissenschaften (ed.) (Berlin,1904), p. 167.
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Annemarie Schimmel, Muhammad Igbal. Prophetischer Poet und Philosoph (Miinchen: Eugen
Diederichs Verlag, 1989), p. 92.
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Aufbruch zu einem lebendigen Islam”, in: Ahmad M. Karimi & Mouhanad Khorchide, Jahrbuch fiir
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Ahmad M. Karimi, “Versuch einer #sthetischen Hermeneutik des Koran”, in: Mouhanad Khorchide
& Klaus von Stosch (eds.), Herausforderung an die islamische Theologie in Europa (Freiburg i.Br:
Verlag Herder, 2012), p. 14-31; Ahmad M. Karimi, “Die Bedeutung der Koranrezitation. Zur inneren
Verwobenheit von Asthetik und Offenbarung im Islam”, Theologisch-praktische Quartalschrift, no.
164 (2016), p. 265-271.

41 cf. Homi K. Bhabha, The Location of Culture (London/ New York: Routledge, 1994), p. 37.
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44 Immanuel Kant, “Beantwortung der Frage: Was ist Aufklarung?”, Berlinische Monatsschrift, no. 12
(1784), p. 481.



JLess! [ps1a] JLessl Jlé-’ﬁ OlaYI OB (o o D555 D) e sl Bl EREZY
SN gz I o Gasl Ll e famy calll s [o513]

[

8555 i [aglalall] slwf (U5 agleall Al S35 dey I OB OTAU G
il dodor cpm el Oz Gy I e 1 ezl dadl) OLepY) Ea
OISl ey ¥ el el s o o ) [pa3dl] sl clade Ll 3] 5T 5,0
(Jal Sl I et Jandly ) @11 el 1 s 1 Sl el SN
G Ll pll alst ity (OIS 1a] oo gy (1S5 JI5a1 i) 610 1380 sl (51
Jo 5385 A oo I eatID A5 Sos 0 28T 1 OIS 13] sl 1L Y1 52 ]
Sl Jy5 A3 5 2 LS DOLSY)

Loy Dl Labs s oylzel Uigee plll 5y b (5 Sl i1 OIS 13) oS0
SY Gl L J il L 045 [;gum 231 O gq@z;&\ oo [ gres LY L ¢ Jaso
sl ol ga (G ([ pll] i) S5 oy o5 (o5 sl g2l b OF my
By Y1 om s JUR e 8 5hmendl ldl ol iy 53020l gl UGN O L1850 e Y 3
o8 Al S iy 0555 Ay e el sl b eVl a3 e S Lo Gl Lo
oo Jas S0 Lt 5 Ll y ELIY Jolab o B lnin s ylly Janl o)l 5 olU)
L o (gt JonS) pl) Sy wlall ¢ o siie ol bl 52 1UgS i o 3 o)
AN 3 el (g S5 ol s Wi 505 435 8L 055 OF &b U)o
5SS S 3 Gl i 5 3 e U aliy 0l pl) B 5% el A 0
puwisﬂi;wjjL:;.,AJ\ojswwjig;ji;,c,s@wus@wauuz
b QLSS a4y 4 [OLaYI] i 5 el 5l QLYY e calll o in cBn &1 e
Yl O smendl 1da b caldl oy Y OLSYI T di IV pn L8] iy ¢l et
N gl gl U3 Yigas 03] g alll O] G all o JIgadl iy c-alonmned s aS15] (o
3l 58] ame ST ga Lo gy OF Sy

28:13 e Y1 &S ks 1 5 YR 3 2,08 St | 5,0 s s st 045
611 sl 46

47 Karl Marx, “Zur Kritik der Hegelschen Rechtsphilosophie. Einleitung”, in: Karl Marx & Friedrich
Engels, Gesamtausgabe, (Berlin, [DDR]: Deitz, 1978), vol. 1, p. 378.

48 Karl Barth, Die kirchliche Dogmatik. Die kirchliche dogmatik. 1. Die lehre vom wort gottes.
Prolegomena zur kirchlichen dogmatik. Zweiter halbband (Zollikon-Ziirich: Evangelischen Verlag,
1938), p. 355.
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50 Friedrich Engels, Die Entwicklung des Sozialismus von der Utopie zur Wissenschaft. Gesammelte
Werke, (Berlin: 1882), vol. 19, p.189.
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Johann F. Zollner, “Ist es rathsam, das Ehebiindnifl nicht ferner durch die Religion zu sanciren?”,
Berlinische Monatsschrift, no. 2 (1783), p. 516;
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Mordechai Graetz, “Jiidische Aufkldrung”, in: Mordechai Breuer & Michael Graetz (eds.), Deutsch-
Jjiidische Geschichte in der Neuzeit. Band 1, Tradition und Aufkldrung : 1600-1780 (Miinchen : Beck,
2000), p. 251-351.
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53 Immanuel Kant, “Was heif3t: Sich im Denken orientieren?”, in: Abhandlungen nach 1781, AA. Bd. 8,
Der Koniglich Preulischen Akademie fiir Wissenschaften (ed.), (Berlin, 1904), p. 146.
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Bernhard Uhde, “Islamischer Glaube versus christliche Kultur. Zur Kritik an der These vom
Aufkldrungsbedarf des Islam”, in: Thomas Bohm et al. (eds.), Glaube und Kultur: Begegnung zweier
Welten?, (Freiburg i. Br.. Herder, 2009), p. 141-155.

55 “Aufkldrung des Verstands macht zwar kliiger, aber nicht besser”, Hegel, Werke, vol. 1, p. 21.
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Jiirgen Stolzenburg, “Hegels Kritik der Aufkldrung. Zum Kapitel: ‘Der Kampf der Aufkldrung mit dem
Aberglauben’ in der Phdnomenologie des Geistes”, in: Wolfram Hogrebe (ed.), Phdnomen und Analyse.
Grundbegriffe der Philosophie des 20. Jahrhunderts in Erinnerung an Hegels Phinomenologie des
Geistes (Wiirzburg : Konigshausen & Neumann, cop. 2008), p. 155-174.
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Gesammelte Schriften, (Frankfurt a. M: Suhrkamp, 1997), vol. 3, p. 11.

57 Michel Foucault, Existenz und Asthetik: Schrifien zur Lebenskunst (Frankfurt a. M.: Suhrkamp, 2007), p. 183.

58 Immanuel Kant, “Beantwortung der Frage: Was ist Aufkldrung?”, p. 482.
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