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A New Fragment from the Horologion of Mar Saba

Half a century ago, a cache of manuscript fragments came to light at the
Sinai Monastery of Saint Catherine.! They lay in disarray, and it took some
time to clean and sort them. Those written in Greek, the most numerous
of the lot, were inventoried by PANAGIOTIS NIKOLOPOULOS, who distin-
guished 113 separate groups of folia copied in majuscule characters (MI).>
Item 33 on his list consists of three quires which their scribe(s) have num-
bered 1 (a'), 2 (B’), and 16 (1¢').> NIKOLOPOULOS thought these might
have been detached from a Psalter now in Saint Petersburg: National Li-
brary of Russia, Greek 216.* That is impossible, since the text there is com-
plete as it stands.® In fact the first two quires once belonged to a Psalter
(Greek 33) in the monastery’s own library,® while the third one comes from
another codex altogether. Upon inspection (Figs 1-2), this solitary quire
turns out to be part of a Book of Hours (Horologion).

Just three Horologia written in Greek majuscule have survived. One is
appended to a Psalter now in Turin: Biblioteca Nazionale Universitaria,
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B.VIL.30.” Two more are preserved at Sinai: Greek 863% and Greek 864.°
The former closely matches MI" 33 Quire 16 in terms of codicology and
script: each gathering begins with the hair side of the parchment (rather
than, as usual in Greek manuscripts, with its flesh side); each is marked
with a cross and an ornamented numeral in the upper margin of its first
page (Fig. 3); the blind-point ruling is of the 00D1 type; the text is in a pe-
culiar kind of sloping pointed majuscule.'® Greek 863 measures 175 x 134
mm and has eighteen ruled lines to a page; Quire 16 of MI" 33 measures
165-172 x 131 mm!! and has twenty ruled lines to a page. In its current
state Greek 863 consists of fourteen gatherings which their scribe num-
bered 1 (o) through 14 (18”). (The last of these was still in place in 188812
but later fell out and is now registered separately: Chest I, No. 58.1%) En-
titled Horologion according to the Rule of the Lavra of Our Holy Father
Sabas (f. 1r), the manuscript combines two sections from the Psalter with
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Berlin 2019, pp. 133-164. On the ruling type: JACQUES-HUBERT SAUTEL, Répertoire
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the prayer offices of Prime, Terce, Sext, None, Communion, Vespers, and
Compline.'* Quire 16 of MI" 33 contains part of the following office, Noc-
turns (Mesonyktikon). There can be little doubt that it is a detached frag-
ment from Sinai Greek 863, the recovery of whose remaining quires 15 and
17-19 is devoutly to be wished.'®

Complete Mesonyktikon sections are extant in three relatively old Horolo-
gia: the aforesaid Sinai Greek 864 (ff. 40r—78v), which dates from the late
ninth or early tenth century; Athos, Vatopedi Monastery, 1248 (f. 25r—
v), which dates from 1074 or 1075;'6 and Paris, Bibliothéque nationale de
France, Grec 331 (ff. 145v—168v), which dates from the late eleventh cen-
tury.!” In all three, Psalm 118 forms the central element of Nocturns.'®
The same psalm is found in MI" 33 Quire 16 (Fig. 2), where it now breaks
off in the middle of the word di1]Jkaudpacty from verse 48. What is unusual
is that Psalm 102 (beginning in its currently defective state with verse 4)'*
and Psalm 142 directly precede it (Fig. 1). Elsewhere (Vatopedi 1248, f.
32r; Paris gr. 331, ff. 9v—14r), these form part of Matins, just as they do
in the current usage of the Eastern Orthodox Church. Quire 16 offers sin-
gular witness to their presence in the nightly prayer office. Singular, that
is, as far as Greek documents are concerned: an eight-century Armenian
text cites Psalms 102 and 142 as “introduction to the prayers of the mid-
dle of the night”,?° while a Georgian manuscript (Sinai Iber. 34, f. 11v)
includes them in its version of Nocturns.?! The latter codex was copied dur-
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pp. 548-549.
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ing the 960s at the Lavra of Saint Sabas, whose rule (kavav) Sinai Greek
863 professedly follows. Back in the fifth century, Sabas himself would
permit those of his brethren who came from Armenia to fulfill the daily
prayer rule (tfig yolppdiog kavova) in their own language.?? The venera-
ble monastery which he founded still stands on the outskirts of Jerusalem.?
The new fragment I have identified at Sinai adds a small new piece to the
evidence for its pious past.
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Fig. 1. Sinai, Monastery of St Catherine, New Finds, Greek MI" 33, quire
16, f. 3r (photograph: monastery)
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Fig. 2. Sinai, Monastery of St Catherine, New Finds, Greek MI" 33, quire
16, f. 4v (photograph: monastery)
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Fig. 3. Sinai, Monastery of St Catherine, Chest I, No. 58, f. 2r
(photograph: Kurt Weitzmann)



