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Everyone knows that Theodoros Prodromos was a star poet. In the event-
ful reigns of John II and Manuel I Komnenoi, he was a go-to writer for
all sorts of imperial occasions: coronations and births, deaths and mar-
riages, but above all, military triumphs of the aristocracy. Prodromos of-
ten addressed the Emperor himself and did not hesitate to remind of his
(virtually prophetic) role in bringing about the glory of the Romans. De-
spite the (informal) status of a poet laureate, Prodromos suffered a few
setbacks in his career, and had to seek patronage from the less powerful
members of the Komnenian system. These include the disgraced imperial
siblings Isaac and Anna Komnenoi as well as high-flying official Alexios
Aristenos, whose hat trick appointment as the protekdikos, the nomophy-
lax and the orphanotrophos Prodromos celebrated in a series of poems in
four different meters. The outlined poetic record – even if one takes out
of the equation Prodromos’ satirical, philosophical and novelistic works –
would be enough to overwhelm Byzantinists with literary-cum-historical
information on the Komnenian period. While scholars make the best use
of Wolfram Hörandner’s landmark edition of Prodromos’ occasional po-
ems conventionally known as the Historische Gedichte1, the study of this
corpus is far from complete. Yet, no matter how one is enthusiastic about
Prodromos’ warmongering verses, there is a new development to consider:
Nikos Zagklas of the University of Vienna has published a monograph
that introduces a completely new Prodromos.
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Entitled Theodoros Prodromos: Miscellaneous Poems, the book presents
a new critical edition, translation and study of 76 texts that have been ne-
glected by previous generations of scholars. The title appropriately reflects
the thematic, stylistic and functional diversity of the edited texts. Among
them, one finds invocatory dedicatory epigrams, a riddle, philosophic re-
flections on the transience of life, ethopoeiai, and many more. Despite its
motley appearance, the Miscellaneous Poems share a number of thematic
and structural patterns that lend unity and coherence to the entire volume.
Firstly, many of the Miscellaneous Poems are allegoric: for example, the
longest poem in the collection (poem 76) presents a drama of Friendship
(Φιλία) that is forced to depart the World (Κόσμος) as a result of her abuse.
Secondly, the poems tend to have paraenetic tone: consider twenty six epi-
grams on Virtues and Vices (poems 29–54), which effectively constitute a
concise manual of the Christian ethics. Thirdly, the texts are often arranged
in cycles: this can be illustrated by a series of invocatory hymns (poems
1–6), whose structural similarity is reinforced with cross-references of the
poetic persona.
That Zagklas’ edition will prove an invaluable source for scholars of
Byzantine literature is beyond doubt. Yet, I would argue that theMiscella-
neous Poems would be of interest to specialists in other fields too. An art
historian, for instance, would be delighted to read an epigram commem-
orating the restoration of an icon of the Virgin (poem 25). A historian of
religion would refine his understanding of liturgy after considering Prodro-
mos’ verse proem to a homily (poem 9). Finally, a social historian could
learn a lot about class structure and dynamics from Prodromos’ lamenta-
tions about miserable conditions of intellectuals (poems 73–75). Regard-
less of one’s expertise, one is simply spoiled for choice.
The metabolic versatility of the poet is matched by the erudite scholarship
of his editor. Zagklas does not simply bring the heretofore scattered po-
ems under one cover but goes an extra mile in establishing the right text.
In case of theMiscellaneous Poems, this is not a trivial task. The 76 poems
of the collection are transmitted by 87 manuscripts, a number, which sug-
gests that the Miscellaneous Poems have been far more popular than the
Historische Gedichte (35 manuscripts). Of all the available manuscripts,
one, Vaticanus Graecus 305, is particularly important as it dates back to the
thirteenth century and preserves a significant share of the Miscellaneous
Poems along with other works by Prodromos. Zagklas acknowledges
this fact with an instructive codicological survey that highlights the circum-
stances of the manuscript’s production, circulation and usage. Turning to
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other manuscripts, Zagklas carries out a methodical comparison of simi-
lar witnesses, which allows him to eliminate from the subsequent collation
everything but a relatively small cluster of codices that are relevant to re-
construction of the text. These editorial principles result in a bilingual pub-
lication that is accompanied by three apparatus: an apparatus codicum et
editionum, an apparatus fontium et locorum parallelorum, and an appara-
tus criticus. These supplementary sections are informative but generously
conceal the herculean efforts required for such an accomplishment. Indeed,
most of the poems fit into a single page.
The publication of theMiscellaneous Poems is introduced by extensive pro-
legomena that help a reader to navigate Prodromos’ poetic world. In addi-
tion to the manuscript tradition and editorial history, Zagklas discusses
problems of authorship, socio-economic context of Prodromos’ work as
well as metrical and prosodic features of his poems. One of the chief in-
novations of Zagklas’ study is the suggestion that genre classifications
are not very helpful in approaching Prodromos’ poetry. Zagklas demon-
strates that Prodromos was skilled in producing texts that could fit into
multiple contexts and occasions: a piece initially produced for the court
was often recycled in classroom or rhetorical theatron, and vice versa. De-
fying standard categorization, Prodromos’ works need to be read with a
consideration of their immediate function, mediality and audience.
Zagklas’ general study of Prodromos’ poetics is supplemented by a com-
mentary on each of the Miscellaneous Poems. In his concise yet informa-
tive notes, Zagklas draws on his expertise in different subject areas. He
points out relevant classical allusions, explains obscure contemporary re-
alia, and, where possible, makes insightful suggestions about the circum-
stances of production and performance. Arguably, Zagklas is at his best
in identifying parallels with contemporary literature, not least with other
works by Prodromos. Consideration of the complex interplay within con-
temporary sources allows Zagklas to flesh out experimentation, reuse
and variation as the guiding principles of Prodromos’ poetics.
The Miscellaneous Poems have been published at the right time. With in-
creasing popularity of Prodromos, one has been waiting for a publication
that would supply new material, ideally, along with guidelines on its use.
Zagklas’ edition does precisely that.
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