
 

 
 
 
 
 
The University of Münster (WWU) – A short portrait (as of winter term 2016/17) 
 
With approximately 44,500 students, the University of Münster (WWU) is one of the largest 
universities in Germany. Not only the wide range of degree courses offered and the multifaceted 
research profile of the university but also the atmosphere and the quality of life in Münster have 
made it into a magnet for students, scholars, and scientists from all over the world. In contrast to 
modern campus universities, the University of Münster was not created all at once but has 
historically grown over the space of two centuries. Institutes and departments can be found in 240 
buildings throughout the city. 
 
More than 120 subjects in 280 degree courses 
The University of Münster offers more than 120 subjects in the fields of the Humanities, Social 
Sciences, Medicine, and Natural Sciences. Large departments enjoying an excellent reputation such 
as Law, Economics, Philology, or Medicine draw several thousand students to Münster every year. 
But the University of Münster is also famous for many smaller subjects that can be studied only at a 
few universities, for example Islamic Studies, Geoinformatics, or Landscape Ecology. In addition to 
this, the University of Münster offers a wide range of international master’s programmes, graduate 
schools, and programmes for doctoral students. 
 
High standards of research 
The university’s research profile is just as variegated. With its two Clusters of Excellence, “Religion 
and Politics” and “Cells in Motion” (CiM) (http://www.uni-
muenster.de/excellence/en/abstracts.html), the university has found its place among the top-level 
German universities within the framework of the Excellence Initiative, created by the federal 
government and the German Länder. Another area of high scientific repute is fundamental clinical 
research, a field in which doctors and scientists are researching cardiovascular and chronic 
inflammatory diseases. Organic Chemistry, Biomedical Cell Research, Surface Analysis, 
Planetology, Nanoanalysis, Reproductive Medicine, and Dutch Studies are additional central fields 
of research. 
 
An international perspective 
Scientists and scholars at the University of Münster have professional contacts all over the world. 
Through official partnerships and cooperation agreements, the University of Münster is connected 
with more than 550 universities and scientific institutes worldwide. Approximately 3,550 
international students from more than 100 different countries are at present studying at the 
University of Münster. 
 
Profile 
280 degree courses, 15 faculties, 44,500 students, 6,800 graduates in 2015, 614 professorships, 
5,050 academic staff, one international and four national research training groups, eight 
collaborative research centres, two clusters of excellence. 
 
Translation: Supportstelle Englisch, WWU Münster 2017. 
 
 
 

 


