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Dear Prospective Student, 

Are you interested in chemistry and at the same 
time fascinated by economic issues? Here at the 
Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität Münster, WWU 
Münster for short, we can offer you an 
interdisciplinary, practice-oriented programme of 
learning and research in the form of a Master’s 
course in Business Chemistry.  

The course is positioned between the Department of 
Chemistry and Pharmacy and the Münster School of 
Business and Economics – two areas strong in 
research and noted for the quality of their teaching, 
and which are among the largest and most 
attractive in Germany.  

In our Master’s course you will learn academic and 
scientific skills and acquire interdisciplinary key 
qualifications. These will enable you to solve 
problems independently and scientifically, classify 
and critically discuss insights from your studies, 
and put them into practice at work – thus also 
enabling you to learn responsible management 
behaviour.  

As a result, the degree as Master of Science in 
Business Chemistry will qualify you to move into a 
management position in the chemical industry or 
associated fields, for example the pharmaceutical 
or consumer goods industries.   

Prof. Dr. Jens Leker                                                              
Director of the Institute of Business Administration at the Department 
of Chemistry & Pharmacy, WWU Münster 

Any questions? We’ll be only too pleased to help 
and we look forward to hearing from you.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Information in a nutshell: 

> Department of Chemistry and Pharmacy strong in 
research, prestigious WWU Münster School of 
Business and Economics   

> Excellent contacts to business and industry 

> Interdisciplinary course of study with individual 
supervision 

> Accredited (full-time) course of study over four 
semesters 

> Begins every winter semester  
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Master Program in Business Chemistry at 
WWU Münster 
 

What is Business Chemistry? 

Business Chemistry is the interface between 
chemistry and economics. It combines important 
elements from both disciplines.  

Value creation in the chemical industry and 
associated branches is characterized by highly 
intensive research, complex processes and a 
growing together of specialist disciplines. As a 
result, corporate functions such as research and 
marketing are more closely interlinked today than 
they used to be. Today, interdisciplinary teams are a 
facet of everyday business life.  

As the interlinking of corporate functions has 
become more important, there is a growing need in 
the chemical industry for trained specialists who 
have not only a basic understanding of chemical 
matters but also a solid knowledge of business 
administration.  

Business chemists have a command of these 
interdisciplinary conditions because they have had 
equal training in both subjects, chemistry and 
business administration. They are up to date with 
the latest research in chemistry and know about 

current developments in natural sciences. As they 
are just as familiar with modern management 
concepts, they can occupy key positions in 
companies for the successful commercialization of 
chemical discoveries.  

The Business Chemistry course objective is to 
provide training which is methodically demanding 
and, at the same time, relevant to work, and which 
enables graduates to take up employment in a wide 
range of different fields of work. Especially 
interesting positions are available in companies at 
the interfaces between research and marketing, as 
well as in strategic corporate functions. There is 
also a noticeable increase in the need for business 
chemists in strategic procurement and technical 
sales. Business chemists are also employed in 
other areas such as production or consulting.  

“There is collaboration at various levels between 
Evonik and Business Chemistry at Münster. What 
we rate highly in the area of New Business 
Development is the combination of specialist 
knowledge in Business Administration and 
Chemistry, coupled with a good level of 
communication skills. The good contacts we have 
with the business chemists at Münster will remain 
important for us in the future.”  
Dr. Stefan Schulze, Head of New Business Development Advanced 
Intermediates , Evonik Industries 
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Why Business Chemistry at WWU Münster? 

The Business Chemistry course of study in Münster 
is a unique combination of Business Administration 
and Natural Science modules – interdisciplinary, 
practice-oriented and close to research. The course 
is offered jointly by the AACSB-accredited Münster 
School of Business and Economics and the Münster 
University Department of Chemistry and Pharmacy. 
Both occupy top positions in the current CHE 
research rankings.  

The innovative curriculum of the Master’s course in 
Business Chemistry comprises lectures, tutorials, 
seminars, practical laboratory work and case 
studies. The training is rounded off by lectures given 
by speakers from various fields of work and by 
interaction with leading managers from the 
chemical industry and associated branches.  

Our comprehensive network of collaborations 
means not only that an intensive transfer of 
knowledge can take place between research and 
practice, but also that selected students are given 
the opportunity, as part of a “Meet the CEO” 
programme, to have direct discussions with 
decision-makers from business and industry. Our 
students and graduates benefit from this direct 
contact in the form of regular offers of work 
placements and jobs.   

There is also a very active students’ network in 
Münster. The Münster University Association of 
Business Chemists is run by the students and 
regularly organizes courses of further training, jobs 

markets and specialist forums. This makes it easy to 
make contact with representatives of companies 
and with alumni.    

 

What are the course requirements? 

In addition to the purely formal requirements (see 
the “Applications” section for more detail) you 
should be receptive to new areas of knowledge, 
have good analytical skills and be interested in 
issues relating to business administration.  Last but 
not least – and due to the nature of the course – 
you should enjoy interdisciplinary work.  

http://www.uni-muenster.de/Chemie.bm/en/studium/ceo/index.html
http://www.uni-muenster.de/Chemie.bm/en/studium/ceo/index.html
http://www.uni-muenster.de/Chemie.bm/studium/karriere/praktika.html
http://www.uni-muenster.de/Chemie.bm/studium/karriere/praktika.html
http://www.wirtschaftschemiker.com/
http://www.wirtschaftschemiker.com/
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important for your later career, when you will have 
to be able to distinguish clearly between different 
chemical concepts and to have a competent 
command of chemical vocabulary. The successful 
completion of a Bachelor’s course in Chemistry 
provides a very good basis for this.  

Reasons to Study in Münster: 

> Individual supervision and support for students 

> Comprehensive cooperation network (regular 
offers of internships,  speakers from various 
fields of work, Meet-the-CEO programme, etc.) 

> Teaching and learning plan tailor-made for Busi-
ness Chemists and geared towards students, 
research and practical work  

> Good Infrastructure; research-reputation of the 
departments (top-places in university-rankings) 

> Very active student & alumni network 

> Varied and beautiful city of Münster 

With a view to your later career, communication 
skills are also very important. In their work, 
business chemists are in contact with people from 
many different fields of activity, and levels in the 
corporate hierarchy and you will repeatedly have to 
get on their wavelength when you want something 
from them. As far as the course of study itself is 
concerned, the high demands made on students are 
compensated for by a great deal of variety and by 
interesting career prospects.    
 

Why is there only a Master’s course in Business 
Chemistry in Münster and not a Bachelor’s 
course?  

In Münster we have decided not to offer a 
Bachelor’s course in Business Chemistry. Instead, 
to qualify for admission here, you need to have 
successfully completed a Bachelor’s course in 
Chemistry (or a comparable degree). The reason 
why we have decided on this structure is we are 
convinced that a solid training in Chemistry is very 

“Training to be a business chemist at Münster Uni-
versity is a timely response to the professional chal-
lenges faced by the chemical industry today and in 
future.“  
Dr. Roland Peter,  Chairman of the Management Board, ACTEGA  
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Structure of the Master‘s Course 

For the master program, it is necessary to obtain 
120 credit points (CP). The business administration 
content counts 60 CPs, natural science 30 CPs and 
the master’s thesis 30 CPs. The courses are 
completed within 3 semesters and an additional 
semester is available for the Master’s thesis.  

The basis of our curriculum is a teaching and 
learning plan tailor-made for Business Chemists 
and geared towards students, research and 
practical work. Regular evaluations of the course by 
the students themselves, feedback from our alumni 

and the inclusion of current fields of academic 
research make the course very forward-looking.  

In the first two semesters of the course, six 
Economics modules provide practice-oriented 
knowledge from the field of Business 
Administration. In the third semester, students can 
choose from various Chemistry modules close to 
research.  

The programme is rounded off by lectures given by 
speakers from various fields of work and by 
interaction with leading managers from the 
chemical industry and associated branches.  
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Pre-Courses 1. Semester 2. Semester 3. Semester 4. Semester 

Basics BA 

Basics ECON 

Innovation & Entrepreneurship 

Strategy & Management 

Economics & Statistics 

Operations &  
Marketing 

Law & Regulation 

Chemistry I 

Chemistry II 

Master Thesis 

Accounting & Controlling 

voluntarily study pre-
paration program 

(october) 
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Curriculum 

The Business Chemistry course at Münster begins 
with an introductory week in which new students are 
given assistance for beginning their course at WWU. 
Preliminary courses form one part of this 
introductory week and they are designed to make 
the transition to the field of economics easier for 
students new to this subject. Participation in these 
courses is voluntary but recommended. We set up 
these courses on the recommendation of our 
students – and acting upon the feedback we get 
from the student body is one of our declared aims.  

The Basics of Business Administration is on the 
timetable in the first semester. These include, for 
example, the basics of accounting and operations 
management. Important social and communication 
skills – essential for teamwork and leadership – are 

trained in the Leadership and Cross-Functional 
Management course. Theoretical and practical 
elements of strategic corporate management are 
covered, as is the design of corporate structures. 
Right in the first semester there is a special focus on 

the management of innovation processes – a typical 
area in which business chemists are employed. The 
second semester continues on this path, going into 
more detail. The “Advanced Innovation 
Management” seminar, held in English, combines 
current themes from the field of research with issues 
encountered in practice.  The “New Business 
Development & Entrepreneurship” seminar shows 
how companies open up new fields of business. In 
the seminar students have to draw up a business 
plan themselves and slip into the role of young 
entrepreneurs. The “Management of Business 
Cooperation“ seminar, held in English, duly 
acknowledges the growing interconnectedness of 
chemical companies.  

“We have had good contacts with Münster for many 
years now and have had very good experience with 
students and graduates of Business Chemistry 
there. At Dow a Business Chemist from Münster 
recently received the Dow Pinnacle Award, the 
highest award for a salesperson at Dow.“ 
Dr. W. Alexander Strietholt, System House Director, Dow Germany 
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Business Administration (60 CP): 

Module Title (Credit Points) Module Contents 

Innovation & Entrepreneurship (12 CP) > Principles of Research, Technology and Innovation 

> Advanced Innovation Management 

> New Business Development & Entrepreneurship 

Strategy & Management (13 CP) > Strategic Analysis 

> Management of Business Cooperation 

> Leadership & cross-functional Management 

Economics & Statistics (10 CP) > Macroeconomics 

> Introduction to Statistics 

Operations & Marketing (10 CP) > Operations Management 

> Marketing 

Accounting & Controlling (10 CP) > Basics of Accounting 

> Accounting Management & Controlling 

Law & Regulation (5 CP) > Private Law 

> Patent Law & Patent Information 

The third semester brings a return to chemistry. Two 
Chemistry modules have to be chosen from a broad 
catalogue of modules close to research. Students 
attend lectures and complete practical laboratory 
courses together with students from the Master’s 
course in Chemistry.  
The Master’s thesis follows in the fourth semester 
and is designed to have a practical focus – in 

collaboration with a company – or to be a 
theoretical piece of work done at our Institute. 
Alternatively, the thesis can be completed at other 
institutes of Business Administration or Chemistry at 
Münster University if it has a Business Chemistry 
part.  
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Natural Science1 (30 CP): 

Modul Title (Credit Points) Module Contents 

Applied Analytical Chemistry (15 CP) > Principles and Application of chromatographic  Separation, 
electromigrative Separation Technics, Speciation Analytics 

> Project Course “Analytical Chemistry” 

Modern Aspects of Analytical Chemistry (15 CP) Like “Applied Analytical Chemistry”, instead of Project Course: 

> Research Course “Analytical Chemistry” 

Medicinal Chemistry (15 CP) > Medicinal Chemistry + Seminar 
> Lab Course “Medicinal Chemistry“ 

Modern Molecular Organic Chemistry (15 CP) > Stereochemistry, Mechanisms 

> Lab Course “Modern Organic Synthesis” 

Research Strategies in Physical, Chemical, and Phar-
maceutical Technologies (15 CP) 

> Research Strategies and their Application in the Natural   
Sciences + Seminar 

> Practical Course “Literature Review and Analysis in a      
Specified Research Topic” 

Electrochemical Energy Storage and Conversion        
(15 CP) 

> Electrochemical Energy Storage and Conversion I + II 
> Lab Course “Electrochemical Energy Storage and                

Conversion“ 

Theoretical Chemistry > Theoretical Chemistry 

> Lab Course “Theoretical Chemistry“ 

Biochemistry and Biophysical Chemistry (15 CP) > Biophysical Chemistry, Biochemistry 

> Lab Course “Biochemistry and Biophysical Chemistry“ 

Spectroscopy and Structure of Matter (15 CP) > High Frequency and X-Ray Spectroscopy, Optical                            
Spectroscopy 

> Lab Course "Spectroscopy" 
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1Due to a block structure not all combinations are possible.  



 

> Semester Abroad 

Going Abroad 

Students have the opportunity to spend time abroad 
to improve their foreign language skills, acquire 
intercultural competencies and get to know their 
course of study from a different perspective. A 
semester spent abroad forms a sound basis for a 
business chemist’s career in the chemical industry, 
with its international structure.  

In the Business Chemistry Master’s course there are 
three possibilities for spending a period of time 
abroad. The one most usually chosen is to take part 
either in an exchange programme for students of 
Business Chemistry run by the Institute of Business 
Administration and a partner university, or through 
existing contacts at the Institute. Also, in principle, 

Business Administration modules can be completed 
through existing partnership agreements at the 
Münster School of Business & Economics, and 
Chemistry modules through partnership agreements 
at the Department of Chemistry.  

There is, for example, an exchange programme with 
the School of Management and Economics at Dalian 
University of Technology (DUT) in China. The 
establishment of this programme acknowledges the 
increasing importance of the Asian market, in this 
case China in particular, for the chemical industry. 

DUT, situated in Liaoning Province, is a state-run 
university of the People’s Republic of China and has 
around 30,000 students. It is one of the most 
prestigious universities in China in the fields of 
Chemistry and Management. Every year, 
scholarships are available to students of Business 
Chemistry who wish to take part in this programme. 
Any students who are interested in the exchange 
programme are provided with information at the 
beginning of each semester.  
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„Business Chemistry students from Münster are 
among the best of all exchange students: they are 
well educated, committed, and friendly.“  
Prof. Dr.  Jingqin Su, Dean of the School of Management & Economics, 
Dalian University of Technology, China 



 

> Application 

Application Requirements 

There is restricted admission to the Master’s course 
in Business Chemistry. 30 places are awarded each 
year and students can only embark on the course at 
the beginning of the winter semester.  

The admissions and selection procedure takes place 
before lectures begin. Applications for admission 
must be made online to the Students Secretariat at 
Münster University. Look here for deadlines and 
further information. Two hurdles must be overcome 
before a place on the course is awarded: 
qualification and admission.  

Qualification Requirements: 

> Fulfilment of enrolment requirements 
(submission of all documents before the 
deadline, i.e. university entrance qualification, 
Bachelor degree certificate or provisional final 
certificate, CV, transcript of records, letter of 
motivation). 

> Completion of a relevant course of study with 
a final grade of at least 2.5, or evidence that 
you are among the best 70 % of your year 
(ECTS-grade A, B or C). Relevant courses are 
Chemistry, Business Chemistry or Food 
Chemistry, or a course of study in which you 
have gained at least 90 credits in Chemistry.  

Admission Requirements: 

If the number of qualified applicants for the Master’s 
course in Business Chemistry exceeds the number 
of places available, a Selections Committee is 
formed to deal with the admissions procedure. 
Applicants are selected in accordance with the 
following criteria:  

> the grade included on the Bachelor certificate 
is given a weighting of 67 % 

> any other qualifications relevant to the 
Master’s course in Business Chemistry are 
given a weighting of 33 %. 

A ranking is drawn up on the basis of this weighting. 
Beginning with the highest score and working down 
the list, applicants are then awarded the places 
available. Details can be seen in the Qualifications 
and Admissions Regulations (ZZO) (only available in 
German). 
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http://www.uni-muenster.de/en/international_students/graduate/admissions/index.html
http://www.uni-muenster.de/Chemie.bm/en/studium/programm/pruefungsordnung.html
http://www.uni-muenster.de/Chemie.bm/en/studium/programm/pruefungsordnung.html


 

> University & Co. 

The University of Münster 

The Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität (WWU) was 
founded in 1780 and is now the fifth largest 
university in Germany. The WWU is known for the 
high quality of education available in 130 fields of 
study. 

The WWU is well respected in the international 
academic community and continually improves its 
standing. Many of Münter's research teams 
participate in or lead global organizations. Due to 
the WWU's international visibility and outstanding 
reputation, Münster's students often have the 
chance to participate in European and global 
research projects, and Münster's superb researchers 
are recruited worldwide. The international focus of 
the WWU is also evident in its cross-cultural 
exchange programs. Approximately 400 partner-
ships and cooperative agreements exist with 
colleges and universities throughout the world. 
About 200 visiting researchers currently work at the 
WWU, and more than 3,500 international students 
are enrolled at the university. The presence of many 
international students and scholars clearly reflects a 
culture of openness and tolerance. Moreover, 
research partnerships with external partners also 
play an important role at the WWU. Collaboration 
with leading partners from the business world and 

with many smaller and medium-sized corporations 
accounts for the attractiveness of the WWU as a site 
of practice-oriented, theoretical research.  

The Department of Chemistry & Pharmacy 

Total: 37 Professors, approx. 260 research 
assistants, approx. 2.800 students 
Chemistry: 29 Professors, approx. 210 research 
assistants 
Chemistry Research Centres: 

> Institute of Inorganic and Analytical Chemistry 
> Institute of Biochemistry 
> Institute of Didactics in Chemistry 
> Organic Chemistry Institute 
> Institute of Physical Chemistry 
> Institute of Business Administration at the 

Department of Chemistry & Pharmacy 
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> University & Co. 

The Münster School of Business & Economics 

Total: 44 Professors, approx. 280 research 
assistants, approx. 4.600 students 
Business Administration: 20 Professors, approx. 140 
research assistants 
Business Research Centres: 

> Accounting Centre Münster (ACM) 
> Finance Centre Münster (FCM) 
> Marketing Centre Münster (MCM) 
> Centre for Management (CfM) 
 

The Institute of Business Administration 

The Institute of Business Administration at the 
Department of Chemistry and Pharmacy was 
established in 2000, as the result of an endowment 
from the international specialty chemicals concern 
Degussa, now Evonik Industries. One objective in 
establishing the institute was to promote 
cooperative work and knowledge transfer between 
academia and practice. To this end, excellent 
contacts and cooperative projects with large 
international enterprises could be established 
successfully. From an organizational point of view 
the Institute is part of the Department of Chemistry 
and Pharmacy; at the same time, it belongs to the 
Centre for Management at the Münster School of 
Business and Economics.  The institute considers 

itself as a link between research and practice and 
works closely together with other organizations 
involved in technology and knowledge transfer 
activities. In addition to cooperation with regionally 
established technology centers, cooperation with 

comparable organizations in the neighboring 
European countries also assumes a particular 
significance.  

Research focus: 

> Innovation management in research-intensive 
industries 

> Strategy evaluation 
> Corporate Rating & crisis management 
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> University & Co. 

The City of Münster 

There are three things that first time visitors to 
Münster notice right away: the beautiful city centre, 
the large number of bicycles, and the abundance of 
young people. More than 45,000 students reside in 
this traditional, yet modern, university city. The 
unique atmosphere of the city is formed by its many 
young people, its academic institutions, and its 
diverse and exciting cultural offerings. Bicycles are 
the main mode of transportation in Münster and 
contribute to its pleasant environment. Münster is 
the bicycle capital of Germany - almost everyone has 
a bike, and thanks to the many bike paths, you can 
move around the city safely and comfortably by 
bicycle. A bicycle is also useful for taking small day 
trips throughout the area to the region's many 
moated castles.  

Münster was founded in the year 805 and became 
well known in 1648 when the Thirty Years War ended 
as a result of a peace treaty signed in Münster's 
town hall. The restored city centre with its arcades, 
churches, gabled houses, narrow alleys, lively 
squares, traditional pubs, and new street cafes is 
very popular with tourists and locals alike.  

The city centre, with its historical buildings, modern 
architecture, and contemporary sculpture, is a lively 
hub. Many parks add to the excellent quality of life 

in the Münster region. Lake Aasee - located next to 
the city centre - is ideal for strolling, picnicking, 
jogging, and sailing. Münster has a lot to offer 
culturally; its many museums, theatres, cinemas, 
pubs, and festivals ensure variety and 
entertainment.  

The cultural scene and the many museums in 
Münster are diverse and famous nationwide. 
Bordering on the modern Münster Arcade is the 
Graphic Arts Museum Pablo Picasso, with different 
exhibits on Picasso, his contemporaries, and his 
artistic friends. The State Museum for Art and 
Cultural History, located on the cathedral square, 
presents over one thousand years of art history from 
the Middle Ages to modern times. Highlights of 
Münster's art scene are the internationally 
recognized sculpture projects that take place every 
decade.  
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> Contact & Advice 

Any questions? Feel free to contact us! 

At the Institute of Business Administration in the 
Department of Chemistry and Pharmacy there are 
students’ advisers and study coordinators available 
to answer any questions you may have on the 
Business Chemistry course of study at Münster. Or 
just come along and see us in person and we’ll be 
happy to answer your questions on the spot.    

 

Still at school, and interested in Business 
Chemistry? No problem! 

Even though you’ll first need to get your Bachelor of 
Science in Chemistry before you can start studying 
Business Chemistry at Münster, we’ll be pleased to 
introduce you to the Business Chemistry course of 
study and answer any questions you may have. One 
way of getting to know the courses of study on offer 
here at WWU Münster is to come to the annual 
University Open Day.  

You’ll very welcome to try out a Business 
Administration and/or Chemistry lecture. In 
addition, we’ll introduce you the students’ advisers 
responsible for the Bachelor course in Chemistry, 
who can answer any questions you may have on 
studying Chemistry at Münster.  

Your contact person: 

Student Advice & Program Coordination:  
 
Mr.  Lars Jahnke 
Tel.: +49 251-83-31824 
Fax: +49 251-83-31818 
E-Mail:  
Lars.Jahnke (at) uni-muenster.de 
 
You can find the students advice & coordination 
office in room 11 at the Institute of Business 
Administration at the Department of Chemistry 
and Pharmacy.  
 
Address: 

Westfälische Wilhelms-Universität Münster 
Institute of Business Administration at the  
Department of Chemistry and Pharmacy 
Leonardo-Campus 1 
D-48149 Münster (Germany) 
 
http://www.uni-muenster.de/Chemie.bm/en/
index.html 
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> How to find us 

Here you 
find us. 

By car... 

The institute is easily reached by car. Take the 
highway A1 to the interchange Münster Nord. Leave 
the A1 and take the B54 in direction of Münster 
(Steinfurter Street). When you reach the fourth 
traffic light turn right in the Johann-Krane-Weg (on 
the right you can see a Burger King). Now turn left 
onto the campus - the institute is on the left, 
Leonardo- Campus 1 .  

 

By public transport... 

You can easily reach the institute by public 
transport. Take the bus line 16 (direction: 
Kinderhaus) or the bus line R72/R73 (direction: 
Altenberge) and get off at the stop „Eissporthalle“. 
The institute lies on the opposite side of the road, 
Leonardo-Campus 1.  

Here you 
find us. 
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