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Press release 

“Half of the people of Turkish origin do not feel recognised” 

Emnid survey among people of Turkish origin in Germany: high sense of well-being, but 
widespread feeling of poor social recognition – vehement defence of Islam – 
fundamentalist attitudes common – cultural self-assertion particularly in the second and 
third generations of immigrants – Münster University’s Cluster of Excellence undertakes 
one of the as yet most comprehensive surveys among people of Turkish origin about 
integration and religiousness  

Münster, 16 June 2016 (exc) According to a representative Emnid survey, 90 per cent of 
people of Turkish origin in Germany enjoy living in the country, but more than half of 
them do not feel they are socially recognised. “The picture of the personal living 
conditions of the people of Turkish origin who live in Germany is more positive than 
could be expected, given the predominant state of discussion about integration”, said 
the head of the study “Integration and Religion as seen by People of Turkish Origin in 
Germany” of Münster University’s Cluster of Excellence “Religion and Politics”, 
sociologist of religion Prof. Dr. Detlef Pollack in Berlin on Thursday. Likewise, feelings of 
being disadvantaged are not more widespread among people of Turkish origin than in 
Germany’s total population. About half of respondents holds the view that they get their 
fair share compared to how others live in Germany. The number of the Germans who say 
this of themselves in West Germany is no higher than that and it is even lower in East 
Germany.  

“However, people of Turkish origin who live in Germany lack the feeling of being 
welcome, of being recognised”, explains the head of the study. More than half of 
immigrants from Turkey and their descendants feel they are second-class citizens, no 
matter how hard they try to belong. For the representative survey, which is one of the 
most comprehensive surveys among people of Turkish origin about integration and 
religiousness, the research agency TNS Emnid interviewed some 1,200 immigrants from 
Turkey and their descendants 16 years of age and older on behalf of the Cluster of 
Excellence. Respondents of the first generation have been living in Germany for an 
average of 31 years. 40 per cent of respondents were born in Germany. 

Vehement defence of Islam 

The lack of social recognition is associated with a partially vehement defence of Islam, 
according to the head of the study. In sharp contrast to the attitude of the majority 
society, people of Turkish origin mostly ascribe positive attributes to Islam such as 
solidarity, tolerance and peaceableness. 83 per cent of immigrants and their 
descendants say that it infuriates them when Muslims are the first suspects after a terror 
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attack. Three quarters advocate a prohibition of books and films that offend the feelings 
of profoundly religious people. Two thirds of respondents believe that Islam actually 
does fit in with the Western world, while 73 per cent of the population as a whole in 
Germany believe the opposite.  

“The problems of integration can obviously be found, to a large extent, on the level of 
perception and recognition. As important as it is that the immigrants have a home and 
work, it is just as important that they are appreciated by society. From the point of view of 
the Muslim minority, Islam is a religion under attack that needs to be protected from 
harm, prejudice and suspicions”, according to Prof. Pollack. 

Islamic fundamentalist attitudes common  

At the same time, the survey results reveal a considerable share of Islamic 
fundamentalist attitudes that are rather inconsistent with the principles of modern 
societies, the sociologist explained. Half of the respondents agree with the statement 
“There is only one true religion.” 47 per cent consider it more important to follow the 
commandments of Islam than the German laws. One third believes that Muslims should 
return to the social order from the days of Prophet Muhammad. 36 per cent are 
convinced that only Islam is capable of solving the problems of our times. Prof. Pollack 
emphasises that the share of those who have a consolidated fundamentalist world view 
amounts after all to 13 per cent.  

However, the team of researchers headed by the sociologist sees considerable 
differences between the first generation, that is, those who immigrated to Germany as 
adults, and the second and third generations, that is, those who were born in Germany or 
immigrated as children. The share of those with a fundamentalist world view amounts to 
18 per cent in the first generation but only to 9 per cent in the second and third 
generations. Likewise, more respondents of the first generation are very deeply religious: 
while 27 per cent of them believe that Muslims should not shake hands with people of 
the opposite sex, it is 18 per cent of the second and third generations who think so. Of 
the first generation, 39 per cent believe that women should wear headscarves, while 
27 per cent of the following generation thinks the same. The percentage of Muslim 
women who actually wear headscarves has dropped from 41 to 21 per cent as well. 

“Consequently, the popularity of fundamentalist attitudes might decrease further in 
future, if the integration of the younger immigrant generation continues to go well”, 
according to Prof. Pollack.  The most important influencing factors against 
fundamentalist attitudes that emerge from the study are frequent contact with the 
majority society, a good command of German and integration into the labour market. 
Prejudicial factors are contact that is largely restricted to the Muslim community and the 
widespread feeling of a lack in recognition.  

Second and third generations better integrated, but insist more strongly on self-assertion  

At 43 per cent, second-generation and third-generation people of Turkish origin feel less 
rejected by the majority society than the first generation at 65 per cent, according to the 
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survey. Furthermore, members of the second and third generations are better integrated 
in many aspects, as the increase in school-leaving qualifications, in knowledge of 
German and in contact with Germans illustrate. “However, the second and third 
generations insist more strongly on cultural self-assertion than the first generation”, says 
the sociologist. 72 per cent of the older generation and 52 per cent of the younger 
generation believe that Muslims should adapt to the German culture. 86 per cent of the 
second and third generations, but only 67 of the first generation think that one should 
stand self-confidently by one’s own origin.  

“Although those who were born in Germany or who immigrated as a child are better 
integrated, the pendulum swings more towards self-assertion in their case than it does in 
the case of those who came as adults”, says the researcher. This can be explained by a 
distancing of the younger people from the older people and by higher demands regarding 
education and lifestyle. 

“Both sides need to change their attitude” 

“It is strongly recommended that politics and the civil society encourage more contact 
between Muslims and non-Muslims”, emphasises the scholar. “Be it in sports clubs, 
schools, educational institutions, church or mosque communities: they should meet, 
engage in common activities, discuss free of prejudice or celebrate. Signals of a lack in 
respect and refused recognition are to be avoided.”  

“Both sides are needed”, says Prof. Pollack. “The German majority should have greater 
understanding for the strained situation of people of Turkish origin – caught between the 
conditioning by their background and adaptation.” They should appreciate in a 
differentiated manner that the majority of immigrants has no fundamentalist attitude. 
People of Turkish origin, on the other hand, should not simply react indignantly at 
reservations but also deal critically with the fundamentalist tendencies in their ranks, 
which are encountered nonetheless. (vvm) 

 

About the Emnid survey: why survey minorities?  

On behalf of Münster University’s Cluster of Excellence “Religion and Politics”, the 
research agency TNS Emnid interviewed some 1,200 immigrants from Turkey and their 
descendants 16 years of age and older for the representative survey. The telephone 
interviews about integration, religiousness and recognition by the majority society were 
conducted partly in German, partly in Turkish and took place between November 2015 
and February 2016.  

“Given the growing religious plurality, tensions often run between the majority society 
and religious or ethnic minorities”, explains Prof. Pollack. “It is therefore not sufficient to 
determine the attitudes, norms and the self-perception of the majority. Rather, the views, 
interpretations, wishes and resentments of minorities should also be analysed 
thoroughly. It is not redundant to determine attitudes and mindsets in detail because 
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political and legal regulations are effective only to the extent to which they meet with the 
support of the population and also of minorities.”  

Respondents of the first generation have been living in Germany for an average of 31 
years. 40 per cent of respondents were born in Germany. 28 per cent are German 
citizens, 58 per cent Turkish citizens, 8 per cent have both a German and a Turkish 
passport, 5 per cent a Turkish passport plus another one. The survey resulted from a 
research project at the Cluster of Excellence headed by Prof. Dr. Detlef Pollack and with 
the collaboration of religious sociologists Dr. Olaf Müller, Dr. Gergely Rosta and Anna 
Dieler. (vvm)  

 

Note: For detailed information about the representative survey by TNS Emnid on behalf of 
Münster University’s Cluster of Excellence ‘Religion and Politics’ please refer to the study 
“Integration and Religion as seen by People of Turkish Origin in Germany.” 

Picture: Prof. Dr. Detlef Pollack, Dr. Olaf Müller und Dr. Gergely Rosta (from the left) 
(photo: Cluster of Excellence “Religion and Politics”/Sarah Batelka) 
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Should you wish to unsubscribe to the press releases of the Cluster of Excellence “Religion and Politics”, 
please send an e-mail to religionundpolitik@uni-muenster.de.  

 

The Cluster of Excellence “Religion and Politics” of WWU Münster  

Some 200 academics from more than 20 disciplines of the humanities and social sciences and from 14 
countries do research in the Cluster of Excellence “Religion and Politics” of the Westfälische Wilhelms-
Universität Münster (WWU). They deal with the complex relationship of religion and politics across epochs 
and cultures: from the ancient pantheon and Judaism, Christianity and Islam in the Middle Ages and the 
early modern period to the current situation in Europe, America, Asia and Africa. It is nationally the largest 
research association of its kind and of the 43 clusters of excellence in Germany, it is the only one to deal 
with religions. The federal government and the state governments support the project in the second phase 
of the Excellence Initiative with 33.7 million euros from 2012 until 2017.  

 

http://www.uni-muenster.de/imperia/md/content/religion_und_politik/aktuelles/2016/06_2016/study_integration_and_religion_as_seen_by_people_of_turkish_origin_in_germany.pdf

