
Our objectives are

Conceptual clarifi cation: 
What are the defi ning features of a Green 
Economy? Which different types exist? 

Empirical contribution: 
Compilation of data and expertise 
through systematically comparing various 
sectors across countries

Analytical contribution: 
Generation of hypotheses and identifi -
cation of mechanisms that initiate Green 
Economy activities

Prescriptive contribution: 
Dissemination of research fi ndings and 
policy recommendations across sectors
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The Project (planned 2015 - 2018)

Since the early 1990s ‘Sustainable Development’ 
has been the guiding concept of international 
environmental politics. It stipulates that eco-
nomic progress should go hand in hand with 
environmentally and socially sound approa-
ches. In the past few years, a new understan-
ding emerged in debates inside and outside 
the environmental programs of the United 
Nations which put more emphasis on the 
need for an efficient, functioning economy as 
a precondition for achieving progress in the 
other two pillars of sustainability. In what has 
been labeled ‘Green Economy’ social and en-
vironmental concerns are not seen as com-
plementary but as integral parts of economic 
activity, e.g. in the context of low carbon de-
velopment. In turn, the call to protect natural 
resources and ecosystem services is thought 
to stimulate growth and help to achieve susta-
inability at low cost.
Already countries of the Global South like 
China, Ethiopia, Chile and Costa Rica are ta-
king first steps to set up corresponding mea-
sures. Against this backdrop we have set up 
a knowledge network that brings together 
scholars and practitioners with an expertise 
in different geographical regions and relevant 
sectors to elucidate the conditions under 
which states take administrative and policy 
steps towards transformative socio-ecological 
change - also against the odds of e.g. challen-
ging economic circumstances, limited capaci-
ties for formulating and implementing policies 
and not being in the spotlight of transnational 
civil society organizations. 

Our network partners

o Tsinghua University Beijing, China
o University of Costa Rica, San José
o Addis Ababa University, Ethiopia
o Fridtjof Nansen Institute, Norway
o SOAS London, UK
o CARE International
o IUCN Mesoamerica
o German Development Cooperation (GIZ)
o German Development Institute (DIE)

The kick-off workshop of the research net-
work will take place from January 7-9, 2015 
in Münster.  The keynote will be given by Prof. 
Dirk Messner, Director of the German Deve-
lopment Institute and member of the German 
Advisory Council on Global Change.

Our research project aims at answering 
the following questions

Why do some countries make more progress 
on the way towards a Green Economy than 
others? 

What is the role of international and domestic 
actors in these developments? What kinds of 
support and critique come up in these pro-
cesses?

Do trade-offs and tensions occur (and if so, 
which) between the economic, ecological and 
social dimensions of a Green Economy ap-
proach but also within the single sectors (e.g. 
between climate change and biodiversity re-
lated policy instruments)? How are they res-
ponded to and with which consequences?


