
Ethics



When do I need approval by the ethics committee?

• When I‘m working with data and/or biological specimens from human 
subjects !

The existence of an ethics vote is mandatory

• For publishing papers
• For submitting grants

Almost all funding organisations ask for the actual ethics vote, some
journals do too, but not all of them.
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I filed my paperwork with the ethics committee, what next…..?

- You will receive a receipt
- Then the clock runs…
- The ethics committee has 6 weeks to render a decision or to invite you for an 

interview
- If all goes well, you will receive a positive vote and a letter stating this
- You will receive a bill (usually academics pay less, something between 450 and 

850 €)
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