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 The scientific debate about gentrification has traditionally revolved around two themes: first, a 
political-economic understanding of gentrification, and second, a more culture and agency centred 
account of its driving forces. Having matured as a 'geography of gentrification(s)' (Lees, 2000, Lees et 
al., 2015), it has settled on a kind of global compromise on these causal forces, focusing more on the 
local consequences and contingencies of the now 'globalized neoliberal strategy' (Lees et al., 2008). 
However, from a relational and 'non-representational' perspective (eg Anderson and Harrison, 2010), 
this scheme of explanation can look like an overly 'structuralist' mode of inquiry. It thus appears that 
the local-particular, in both the Global North and the Global South, is rather over-determined by the 
global-general (both economically and culturally). Although the interest in the variegated 
'geographies of gentrification' has certainly softened this determination to some extent, it has not 
undercut the fundamental emphasis on global-local imperatives. 

 It is therefore, in response to this somewhat unimaginative 'stalemate' prevailing in the 
gentrification discourse, that the relational approaches of practice, actor-network, affect and 
assemblage theory could make us see the phenomenon in a new light. To explore this new outlook 
on gentrification we ask what relational and non-representational theories can contribute to 
gentrification research. Are they only a methodological supplement to illuminate local contingencies 
(cf Brenner at al., 2011)? Or are there more profound epistemological and ontological implications of 
such an approach to gentrification (cf McFarlane, 2011, Farias, 2011)? Does it change and maybe 
revitalize forgotten questions of causality? 

 We invite papers on the following topics: 

• Affective practices of living through gentrification; 
• Social mixing strategies and the neighborhood as assemblage; 
• Political assemblages of resistance and capacitation responding to gentrification; 
• The role of (collective) practices of commercial development in gentrification processes; 
• Alternative practices of property trade, investment and (social) housing development. 
• The role of the state in processes of gentrification 
• Practices of gentrification in both the Global North and the Global South 
• Regeneration policies that are more responsive to practices of various stakeholders in the 

neighbourhood; 

 

Please send title and long abstract (400 words), affiliation and eMail-address before 15-10-2015 to: 
Huub Ploegmakers: h.ploegmakers@fm.ru.nl 


