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Research and publication 2006 „Soziale Gemeinschaften“/ social communities

1

The communal studies program at the department of Sociology, University of Muenster, was established in 2000 by Prof. Dr. Matthias Grundmann. In the last years several seminars, research programs and colloquiums took place. The following publication presents the research projects and some theoretical contributions around the sociological community research in Germany.

Recent publication from the community research project, department of sociology, University of Muenster, Germany:
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Matthias Grundmann, Thomas Dierschke, Stephan Drucks, Iris Kunze (ed.) (2006)

Soziale Gemeinschaften

Experimentierfelder für kollektive Lebensformen

Individuum und Gesellschaft: Beiträge zur Sozialisations- und Gemeinschaftsforschung

Lit-Verlag, Münster; Bd. 3, 208 S., 24.90 EUR, br., ISBN 3-8258-8210-1

Social Communities

Experimental fields for collective forms of living

Individual and society: contributions to socialization and community research

This publication presents a sociological community research which examines communal organised forms of living in modern times. In the first part theoretical and philosophical questions to “social communities” are developed. The second part contains empirical approaches to “intentional communities”. Research approaches as well as alternative ways of living and working in community projects are discussed connected with expectations about societal effects.
English abstracts of the contributing articles:
Matthias Grundmann

Social communities: Approaches to a neglected topic of sociological research.

Social communities – as a sociological research object – lead a shadowy existence until today. They cannot be comprehended in a sufficiently precise manner by an analytical and cognitive logic that is fixated on individual action rationalities and is characterizing social research since Second World War at the latest. Nevertheless, the term ‘community’ is part of the basic categories of the social. Social existence (living together) is taking place in social communities. It is them, who constitute a common practice of life, beyond individual action interests. In the available contribution/article the research field ‘social communities’ is figured out from different perspectives and the research object has been newly balanced. Finally, a differentiating approach towards empirical research of social communities is presented.

Hans Joas

Community and Democracy in the USA. The forgotten History of the 

Communitarianism Debate.

The article brings out different dimensions of the notion of community, the application of which is marked by a lack of precision with regard to history and diagnosis of time. Via comparison of the connotations of “Gemeinschaft” in Germany with those of “community” in the USA – regarding content and evaluation – the article continues with a discussion of political implications and perspectives. These should neither be justified by assertions of a community loss nor by resentments towards particularistic community values. Rather those chances for a democratic polity should be seen that lie in the creative interrelation of institutionalized and not institutionalized, political and pre-political forms of formation of will. 

Stephan Drucks

Premodern or completely modern?

What community (Gemeinschaft) really means – or should mean – can never be decided upon once and for all. However, in order to employ a term for analytic research work, one meaning has to be chosen which one can refer to. Ferdinand Tönnies and Max Weber described certain motives for social action and bonding which overlap with what Norbert Elias calls “Engagement”. The validity that Community can have in this “classical” case depends on historical and political circumstances. Here we discuss as an example the political conflict between medieval communes and their authorities. That conflict indicates the historical transition from the “age of community” (Zeitalter der Gemeinschaft) to the “age of society” (Zeitalter der Gesellschaft), as Tönnies defines two epochs of modernity. 

Thomas Mohrs

“Mir san mir!”(We are we). Community as anthropolocigal reference size. 

Humans between “close-range” and global mentality.

Evolutionary anthropology teaches us that human beings are selected by evolution to live in relatively small groups and to perceive in temporal as well as in spacial respects “naturally” only what is in close-up range. In social respect they tend to develop a congruous “we first!”-mentality, which differentiates rigorously between “we” and “the others” and is also characterized by a distinctive suspicion against strangeness and innovations. Under the conditions of globalization this “we first!”-mentality gets under pressure increasingly because global problems can’t be solved with such a “close range”-mentality. “Intentional Communities” seem to be promisingly experimental approaches to cope with the dilemma between the tendency to think, perceive and value “close range”-focused and the globalization of living conditions. But they also have to think about a number of (conceptual, theoretical) problems and questions which should be subjects of their empirical investigation as well.

Thomas Dierschke

Organisation and Community. A comparison between Tönnies’ concept of 

community and the organisational structures of Intentional Communities.

What is the relation between community and organisation? This question calls attention to a field of tension in the analysis of community relations. A majority of sociologists holds the opinion that organisations as rational and goal-oriented structures do not leave any room for community, and that communities transform into alliances, organisations or societies through progressive formalisation. A closer look at Tönnies’ concept of community and an analysis of the organisational structures of Intentional communities reveal that community and organisation do not necessarily have to be opposed. In this perspective, a new field of interest for community research is emerging.

Thomas Dierschke, Stephan Drucks, Iris Kunze

What are intentional communities?

The essay clarifies connections between theoretical and conceptional considerations about empirical based contributions related to a selected field. The term intentional community is taken by its sociological meaning as a basic term which seams to appear complicated, but finally it is used in the sense of the creators: the community activists. About the socialpolitical relevance of communal life - discussed in political theory many times – clear statements about intentional communities are represented. Beside this results of a survey about communities contribute to the variety of the research field. It is referred to various for the investigation of intentional communities important sources in a quite critical way. Finally the essays are introduced shortly.

Gisela Notz

Alternative forms of economy through communities.

Communes are the most radical form of common economy groups and alternative modes within the concepts of communities. They confront the separation of life and work attempting to converge it in their daily life. In Communes like-minded people unite while finding their own regulations and agreements. “Searching for the lost future” they try to manifest dreams as life. Their existence is an example to proof the possibility that an equal world of life and work can be realised today.

Stephan Drucks

The “problem of the generations” in intentional communities.

What is special about social relations in intentional communities and how can sociologists avoid building up normative expectations while doing their research work there? The question is, what kind of research concepts suits best on the purpose of funding out about the relationships between the generations in such communities? The article illustrates the “problem of the generations” (Karl Mannheim) by the example of the Kibbutz. This “problem” then is discussed with a view to ambivalences (Kurt Lüscher). Finally some theses are set up about how ambivalences are forced in intentional communities. 

Karl-Heinz Simon

Communal sustainably. What advantages can communal living provide to

 realise ecological ways of living?

The question whether communal modes of living and working contribute to sustainability is being discussed in two ways: Firstly, the lifestyle of communal living is already at present more compatible with sustainability goals than other modes of living in industrial societies, for example, due to reduced energy and material consumption. Secondly, these projects experiment with organisational principles and provide alternative social options which might gain more importance in the future as a contribution to the adaptation of societies to sustainability demands. Examples are solidarity and participation in decision-making, often money-free internal economy and involvement in local politics.

Iris Kunze

Socialecological communities as experimental fields for sustainable ways of

 living. An examination of their practice.

With the intention to examine sustainable ways of living, social communities with corresponding intentions are worthwhile fields of investigation. Their experimental way to develop ecological and social sustainable living conditions by reflecting processes offers the possibility for an empirical based answer to the neglected question after the relation between sustainability, lifestyle and social organisation structures. Finally the aim is how future oriented principles can be created and realised. On the basis of qualitative field research studies in two intentional communities sustainable ways of decision making and economy are discussed and interpreted.
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