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A  B  S  T  R  A  C  T  
 
 

How  a re  we  connec ted  to  the  spaces  i n  whi ch  we  l i ve  and  
work?  How  do  our  l i v i ng  rooms,  bedrooms ,  o f f i ce s ,  mu s ic  
co l l ec t ion s ,  and  Facebook  p ro f i l e s  re f l ec t  what  we  are  
l i ke  and ,  more  fundamenta l l y ,  who  we a re?  We  a re  so  
t i gh t l y  bound  to  our  l i v ing  and  work  spaces  tha t  many  o f  
the  connec t ions  l i nk ing  peop le  and  p l aces  go  unnot i ced.  
Bu t  the  connec t ions  be tween  peop le  and  spaces  they  
occupy  are  pervas ive  and  power fu l .  The  p resen t  t a l k  w i l l  
examine  how  peop le  man ipu l a te  and  se l ec t  the i r  
env i ronment s  to  re f lec t  and  expres s  the i r  a t t i tudes ,  
v a l ues ,  t r a i t s ,  and  emot ions .  I  w i l l  focus  on  p l aces  tha t  
r ange  in  sca l e  f rom th e  ind i v i dua l  r ooms  o f  a  house  or  a  
c l a s s room to  l a r ger - s ca le  spaces  such  as  ne ighborhoods  
and  geog raph i c  reg i ons .  Toge ther ,  these  s tud ies  o f  
phys i ca l ,  aura l ,  and  v i r tua l  env i ronments  i l l umina te  the  
i n t imate  bonds  be tween  peop le  the  wor l d s  they  c ra f t  
a round  themse lves  and  under score  the  impor tance  o f  
cons ider ing  ind i v i dua l s  w i th in  the  con tex t s  o f  the i r  
everyday  l i ves .  
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